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JULY 2025

LETTERS

BELTON ISD SUPERINTENDENT DR. MALINDA GOLDEN

Hello Belton ISD,

This isn't my usual monthly message. Instead, | want to take a moment to acknowledge the | =
devastation so many of our Central Texas communities are facing due to the recent unprecedented |
flooding.

' While we haven't identified any current staff or students directly impacted at this time, nearly
everyone I've spoken with has a personal connection to someone affected by these events. Many
of you have reached out, eager to help, and I've been in contact with superintendents in Kerrville
and surrounding areas. These districts are serving as reunification sites and housing first


https://secure.smore.com/n/maqpt

responders from across yout established support
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structures where our helg

Below are several vetted resources providing information on how you can contribute to flood relief.
These organizations are addressing both the immediate and long-term needs of the region and will

directly support those impacted.

¢ United Way of Texas Flood Relief

o Hill Country Relief

¢ Central Texas Community Foundation Wilco Cares Fund
¢ The Community Foundation of the Texas Hill Country

e Wood Group GIVES

¢ Rotary District 5870 Keyway Fund for Texas flood victims

In times like these, | am profoundly reminded of how fortunate we are to live in a place where we
rally together to support our neighbors in their time of need. Please continue to keep all the
affected families and our dedicated first responders in your thoughts and prayers.

Sincerely,

Malinda Golden, Ph.D.
Superintendent



https://www.uwtexas.org/floodrelief
https://sites.google.com/view/kerrfloodresources/how-to-help#h.12jdlncdqtyi
https://ctxcf.networkforgood.com/projects/254933-wilco-cares-support-july-2025-flood-victims
https://www.communityfoundation.net/
https://www.woodgroupgives.org/
https://links.clubrunner.email/ls/click?upn=u001.6f6nHae1WHC1Jsk7nRti8wZcbp7BXCwipZXYHLo0jPdIQf2c8MqJxmwWYj0c5oZHd21GFm8kB8g0kGO5WWto7XG-2FvLS3rdBFIP-2BVSFGgtNo-3D_jFL_8jWrIA6WaYXhIsPrc4Olkrf6Bgzndr5dCi5Y8Jtsa4h9F7Y5LGkitVW87oyt3hqjsqjIZKq5hL4EhXEtAcAlp77jt7AggEL-2FpFH1-2F5CSZ9bv7VMhmGZEJjLAFOPjlWLW-2FdYFthMZMKUQXpto6osZrpxzXXPFvcSaB1w-2F0cdZ9ewHLmxnrR4d67rN6osn2uh6O4owbm1yXl7ReQLpYcE2lp0PjDLDX-2B3xgxgxuT1Ts7gc3MEV8UFjI9hvV3Ys6K5ZfseSsvII97gQWbF7xbSmEBpJoxDTpqnxWEuGIJR49quiSLkPOb9T-2Fn7Ev1jb5I5WhHI16BQGi2QH2UmtPG4kyLHkPs2ZGlZkVpoalp4GPS2D5ByZ7-2FOcNPmClkAyGQ1-2F
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Lake Belton Middle Students Make History on the National Stage

Lake Belton Middle School students earned national recognition at the 2025 National History Day
(NHD) Contest in Maryland, with more delegates advancing than any other Texas campus. Eighth
grader Neil Devaraj placed in the Top 10 Junior Paper finalists for his essay on HIPAA and patient
rights. Classmates Caleb Dixon, Javi Guerra and Hashaam Sheikh won the History of the Physical
Sciences and Technology Prize for their documentary on the Manhattan Project. Seventh graders
Emery Hobson and Sarah Jackson earned the State Outstanding Entry Award for their project on
Betty Crocker and shifting gender roles.

Students also enjoyed a Capitol tour hosted by Rep. John Carter’s office, bringing their studies to
life. Their success highlights Belton ISD's commitment to strong communication skills and
meaningful learning experiences through the Journey of a Graduate.
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Belton ISD Announces New Campus Leaders

Belton ISD is proud to welcome three outstanding educators into new leadership roles. Courtney
Brewer has been named principal of High Point Elementary, and Holly Griffith will serve as principal
of Lakewood Elementary. Both bring deep district experience and a strong commitment to student
success.

Additionally, Will Yuengel has been selected as the new principal of the District Alternative
Education Program (DAEP). With nearly 15 years in education and a strong background in student
support, Yuengel is well-prepared to lead the campus forward.

All three leaders officially began their new roles on July 7, 2025. Please join us in congratulating
them!
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Courtney Brewer Holly Griffith Will Yuengel
High!Point Elementary - Lakewood Elementary ; DAEP

Three Belton ISD Campuses Named PLTW Distinguished Schools

Lakewood Elementary, Belton High School and Lake Belton High School have been named 2024-25
Project Lead The Way (PLTW) Distinguished Schools—an honor awarded to campuses
demonstrating a strong commitment to STEM education and real-world learning.

This national recognition is given to a select group of schools that meet rigorous criteria, including
expanding access to PLTW programs, increasing student engagement and delivering high-quality,
hands-on, project-based instruction. Lakewood was honored as a Distinguished Launch School for
its early STEM learning, while both high schools were recognized for their advanced career
pathways in engineering, biomedical science and computer science.

The achievement highlights the district's continued efforts to empower students with future-ready
skills and provide engaging learning experiences that spark curiosity and innovation.

To learn more about PLTW and view the full list of Distinguished Schools, visit www.pltw.org.
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http://www.pltw.org/

Lakewood Named Capturing Kids' Hearts® National Showcase School

For the second year in a row, Lakewood Elementary has been named a Capturing Kids' Hearts®
National Showcase School—recognizing its outstanding commitment to building a positive,
relationship-driven campus culture.

This honor reflects the staff's dedication to creating a safe and supportive environment where
students feel known, valued and connected. Belton ISD is proud of Lakewood's continued
leadership in fostering meaningful relationships that fuel student success.




Belton ISD Celebrates Completion of 2022 Bond Projects

Belton ISD is celebrating the near-completion of all projects funded by the 2022 Bond, a $173.8
million investment focused on growth, safety, facility upgrades and future-ready learning
environments. Thanks to collaborative planning and community input, the bond delivered
significant improvements across the district—without major scope reductions despite inflation and
supply delays.

Major highlights include two new elementary schools—James L. Burrell and Hubbard Branch—
adding over 1,500 seats, renovations at multiple campuses and more than $6 million in district-
wide safety upgrades. Projects were shaped by feedback from parents, staff, students, and
community members through design workshops and surveys.

The 2022 Bond has modernized learning spaces, supported enrollment growth, and strengthened
educational opportunities across Belton ISD. For more details, visit www.bisd.net/bond2022.
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July 11: District Closure (Summer Hours)

July 18: District Closure (Summer Hours)



July 21: Regular Board M
® 161

August 8: Convocation
August 12: First Day of School
August 18: Regular Board Meeting

September 1: District Closure (Labor Day)
September 15: Regular Board Meeting

2025-2026 Student Calendar

Take the Journey

Stay Connected

We are Hiring

About Us

Email: communications@bisd.net P
Website: www.bisd.net BELTDN
Location: 400 North Wall Street | PO Box 269 Belton, Texas 76513

Phone: 254-215-2000 N\~ 15D

Facebook: facebook.com/BeltonISD
Instagram: @BeltonISD Twitter: @BeltonISD

Belton ISD


https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1738704079/bisdnet/uxd8x8rer3ayom87ooqk/2025-2026StudentAcademicCalendar.pdf
https://sites.google.com/mybisd.net/journeyofagraduate/home
https://www.bisd.net/departments/communications/social-media-directory
https://www.bisd.net/join-our-team
mailto:communications@bisd.net
https://www.bisd.net/
tel:254-215-2000
https://facebook.com/BeltonISD
https://www.instagram.com/beltonisd/
https://www.twitter.com/@BeltonISD
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