


PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

Starting Wednesday November 6th, African American people all over the country received targeted, 

anonymous text messages of a racist character. Additionally, Monday this week, another group of text 

messages went out around the country to Hispanic people and members of the LGBTQ, community. 

The African American messages contained threats of forced relocation and enslavement, while the 

messages to Hispanic people and members of the LGBTQ community threatened deportation and 

forced re-education. 

This kind of harassment has caught the attention of police agencies across the country and even the 

FBI, as Hate Speech is a crime, especially when disseminated across state lines. Unfortunately, some of 

our own students here at New Paltz High School were targeted by these messages. As administrators 

and teachers here, we are appalled by the nature of these threats, we reject the intent behind them. All 

students here at New Paltz should feel welcome and safe, that is a critical part of the work that we are 

doing here. 

We are standing together representing our community values, on behalf of parents, students, teachers, 

administrators, and support staff. If at any time, as students you feel harassed or distressed by any kind 

of message of this sort, please know that there are adults here in the building that are here for you, and 

that this community is endeavoring to live up to our stated values. 

The Video Link can be found here: https://drive.google.com/file/d/lfSSr8L27-

S_ w7 qUBYGZH_GGXfhDhm YyI/view?usp=drive_ web 
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