% The IDEAL School of Manhatian

July 9, 2025
Dear IDEAL Families,

It has been a joy partnering with you this year and supporting your child’s academic and
personal growth. As part of The IDEAL School of Manhattan’s commitment to continuous
learning, all High School students receive summer reading assignments to help maintain
literacy skills, deepen content knowledge, and build excitement for the year ahead.

This summer, all students in the rising Standard English class are required to read The
Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo. This award-winning novel in verse follows a Dominican-
American teenager in Harlem as she discovers the power of poetry and finds her voice.

Required Assignment:
Students must complete the attached reading and writing assighment in two parts:

1. Track three important events in each of the novel’s three major sections by
summarizing them in their own words.

2. Write an original 10-15 line free-verse poem about a real moment in their life,
using vivid imagery and at least one metaphor or simile, inspired by the poetic
style of the novel.

The assignment should be completed over the summer and turned in during the first
week of school. We will begin our first unit by using The Poet X to explore themes of
identity, voice, and poetic form.

Purchasing or Accessing the Book:

The book may be purchased, downloaded to a Kindle or e-reader, or borrowed from the
public library. It is also available for free to eligible students through Bookshare
(www.bookshare.org).

We hope your summer is full of rest, joy, and good stories. Please encourage your child
to plan their reading in manageable steps and complete the assignment with care. If you
have any questions, don’t hesitate to reach out.

Warmly,

Ellie Novotny

High School English Teacher
The IDEAL School of Manhattan
enovotny@theidealschool.org
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