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Mission Statement:

Our mission is to shape the social/emotional and intellectual development of children with varying abilities in
partnership with families in our community. We strive to maintain a developmentally appropriate
environment which fosters individuality, creativity, and respect academic and cultural diversity. We
seamlessly integrate children of varying abilities into our classrooms. Together, we support our children by
holding each child to high expectations in hopes they become empathetic, lifelong learners.

Vision:
Our vision is a community where all children feel loved, respected, and encouraged to develop to their fullest

potential.

TS Gold - Teaching Strategies Gold
What Is Teaching Strategies GOLD®? Teaching Strategies GOLD is an authentic, ongoing observational

system for assessing children from birth through kindergarten. It helps teachers to observe children
in the context of everyday experiences, which is an effective way to learn what they know and can do.

What is Preschool for All?

Preschool for All, or PFA, is a high-quality preschool program that provides early childhood
education for students who are 3 and 4 years old. ElImwood Park CUSD 401 was awarded the funds to
support our PFA Program through a competitive grant and, as a result, is able to provide free
preschool to eligible students. We are proud to serve all students in this program, including students
in special education, students learning English, and students who are considered at-risk with the goal
of preparing all of our students for academic success as they begin their school career.

Elmwood Park CUSD 401’s Preschool For All is a comprehensive program focused on the child at the
center of all its activities. Early childhood research consistently shows that children learn best
through play. Engaging in play provides ample opportunities for students to build and develop
language skills, social skills, problem solving skills, and academic skills. Additionally, our preschool
program provides numerous opportunities to partner with families, make community connections,
and plan for a smooth transition to kindergarten.


https://www.buffalo.edu/content/dam/www/ubccc/Documents/Teaching%20Strategies%20-%20GOLD-Touring-Guide_5-2013.pdf

What are the qualifications of staff?

All staff working with students within our school are licensed by the Illinois State Board of Education.
Each PFA classroom is staffed by the teacher and a teaching assistant at a ratio of 1 licensed adult for
every 10 children. The teachers in the PFA program are state-licensed early childhood general
education teachers. In addition to teaching general education, the teachers are licensed to teach
special education and English as a second language. Our teaching assistants are licensed
paraprofessionals. There may be additional staff working with the children as well, including but not
limited to licensed speech-language pathologists, social workers, and/or occupational therapists.

How old are Preschoolers?

Students who are eligible for the PFA program must reside in Elmwood Park School District 401 and
be 3 or 4 years old on or before September 1st of the school year that they are looking to attend unless
the student is eligible for special education services. If a student is determined eligible for special
education services by Elmwood Park CUSD 401, that child can begin preschool as early as their 3rd
birthday or a date thereafter at any point in the year. Additionally, any student who will be 5 years old
on or before September 1st will be enrolled in kindergarten.

How Do I Enroll My Child?

As you can imagine, the PFA program is very popular. The district is able to offer high-quality
preschool with numerous learning opportunities for the youngest learners residing in Elmwood Park
School District 401 boundaries all for free! The district uses a system to screen students to determine
which students are eligible to enter the PFA program and which students will be placed on the
waitlist. All interested parents or guardians must complete an online application, two age specific
developmental screening questionnaires and corresponding consents, the PFA parent form and
submit income verification in order to be considered for the PFA program. If a family requires
assistance to complete the necessary paperwork, school staff will sit with the family and complete the
form together. And, in the event that an interpreter is needed to assist the family, one will be provided
at no cost to the family.

The application process for the beginning of the next school year is open to new families throughout
March. Parents will then be notified in May regarding placement in the AM class, the PM class or the
waitlist. A student can be added to the waitlist at any point in the year so long as the parents complete
the screening process in its entirety. Students enrolled in the PFA program as 3 year olds, do not need



to reapply for the next year. Existing students are automatically re-enrolled for the same time class
(AM class or PM class) as they were placed in their first year.

The questionnaires screen developmental and social-emotional milestones. The developmental
screening questionnaires as well as the PFA parent forms are reviewed and shared with the PFA
teachers, teaching assistants, and related service providers including the school psychologist, social
worker, speech-language pathologists, and as appropriate, occupational therapist and physical
therapist. The results from the developmental screening questionnaires are shared with the parents
and can state one of three findings: (1) developing like other peers this age, (2) some need for
encouragement and activities to further develop specific skills are shared, or (3) that an evaluation is
necessary at this time to determine if the child is eligible for additional services and support through
special education.

McKinney -Vento Eligible Students

Children who are identified as homeless under McKinney-Vento will be immediately enrolled in the
PFA program.

Board of Education Policy 6:140 Education of Homeless Students provides that any homeless child
shall be immediately admitted, even if the child or child's parent/guardian is unable to produce
records normally required for enrollment. A homeless child may attend the district school that the
child attended when permanently housed or in which the child was last enrolled. A homeless child
living in any district school's attendance area may attend that school. Students eligible for services
under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act shall have transportation provided to them in
accordance with both state and federal law. Homeless students will also have all school fees waived
and will become automatically eligible for free or reduced-cost meals provided by the District.

The District 401 liaison for homeless children is: Ms. Kristy Mikol, Director for Student Services,
8201 W. Fullerton Avenue, Elmwood Park, IL 60707, (708)583-5836, mikolk@epcusd401.org.

For more information about Homeless Student/McKinney-Vento Services, please visit the West 40
Community Resources.



Who Qualifies for this Help?

McKinney-Vento eligible children are those who lack a fixed, regular and adequate nighttime abode.
In general, children or youth living in motels, transitional housing, shelters, the street, cars,
abandoned buildings, and other inadequate accommodations may be considered eligible for
McKinney-Vento services. This includes, but is not limited to, the following groups:

Doubled-up Children: living with another family due to lack of a permanent residence

Children in Shelters: including transitional living programs

Children Living in Motels: due to lack of alternative adequate living situation

Migratory Children: if accommodations are not fit for habitation

Runaways*: children who have left home and live in a shelter or inadequate accommodations, even if
parents are willing to provide a home

Lockouts*: children whose parents or guardians will not permit them to live at home

*These two categories are Unaccompanied Homeless Youth (UHY), children not in the physical
custody of their parent or court-ordered guardian and lack a fixed, regular and adequate abode.

Dispute Resolution Process

Early resolution is an informal means for districts and parents to resolve issues at the local level. It is
not uncommon for disagreements to occur between parents and school districts regarding a child's
special education services. Those disagreements can often be resolved at the local level with open
communication between the parties. The process of resolving disagreements at the local level can be a
quick alternative to using a state-sponsored dispute resolution system and can have the added benefit
of improving communication between both parties in the future.

If an individual believes that a school district has not complied with the law or that a child's
educational rights has been violated, the individual should try to resolve the issues with the local
school district, through the following steps:

e Communicating directly with the school staff, principal, superintendent, or director of the special
education cooperative.
e Requesting an Individualized Education Program (IEP) meeting to discuss the issues with the IEP
team.
e Utilizing the following systems to resolve the areas of concern:
o Special Education Dispute Resolution in Illinois Comparison Chart s=



https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Comparison-Chart.pdf

Are All Students Accepted?

While all children are welcome, we may not have enough room in the program for all applicants.
Families will be notified as to whether or not their child was accepted into the program or placed on
the waiting list. Placement in the program is based on multiple weighted criteria. This information is
gathered through the application process. Children who are not placed in the program will be placed
on the waiting list, which also follows the weighted criteria.

Once you have received notification that your child has been accepted into the program, you will
receive follow-up instructions to officially prove residency and register your child in EP401. Please
note that there are no registration fees for preschool children, other than our tuition students.

Preschool Suspension and Expulsion Policy:

P.A. 100-0105 prohibits early education (ECE) providers from expelling young children (ages 0-5)
from programs because of a child’s behavior. The Director of Special Education or designee will take
documented steps to address the child’s behavioral and other needs in order to keep the child in the
preschool program, and if ultimately necessary, the preschool staff will work with the family on a
‘planned transition’ to a more appropriate setting; this ‘planned transition’ process is not considered

an expulsion.

When a child shows consistently challenging behaviors, defined as any serious and repeated pattern
of behavior, or perception of behavior, that interferes with a child's ability to engage in
developmentally appropriate self-regulation, and cognitive and prosocial engagement with peers
and/or adults, the Director of Special Education or designee must document their efforts to address
the child’s needs and keep him or her in the program, including but not limited to:

o Initial observations of challenging behaviors.

o A multi-disciplinary team will work collaboratively on creating, implementing, and assessing
progress on the plan. The team might include teachers, teacher assistants, childcare providers,
parents/guardians, early childhood administrators/directors, social workers, mental
health/behavior specialists, speech therapists, and others who work directly with or have
knowledge of the child and have knowledge of child development, trauma-informed practices,
and positive behavior management.



o A Behavior Support Plan will be created to address a child’s challenging behavior. The plan,
which is completed using data gathered through observations and interactions, includes action
steps, resources, and strategies for meeting the child’s social and emotional needs and
supporting positive behaviors. The plan will be culturally and linguistically appropriate and will
reflect the child’s individual needs, experiences, and abilities. It will identify the specific
strategies and resources that will be utilized to prevent and reduce the child’s challenging
behaviors. This includes modifications to the program, classroom environment, and teaching
practices to address serious and repeated patterns of challenging behavior.

o Evidence of ongoing communication with the family and the family’s input in any intervention
and/or Behavior Support Plan, and family consent for or refusal of services

What Will My Child Learn?

Children learn through play. As a result, our preschool classrooms and schedule are designed to have
numerous opportunities for children to engage in play with others and in self-directed play. Through
a hands-on, play based, and well organized learning environment, the program will address all the
Illinois Early Learning and Development Standards. Teachers promote fine motor skills through
table time activities which are manipulative-based activities, along with art opportunities.
Mathematics, Language Arts, Social Science, and Science Standards are all addressed in multiple
ways: learning experiences in our designated interest areas, and small group and whole group
instruction. Social Emotional and Communication skills are practiced throughout the preschool day
in every activity and are available to the children. Students practice health, nutrition and personal
hygiene during snack time where they are also enhancing their independence and table manners.
Physical development is promoted through gross motor activities during outside play, in the gym,

and through music and movement in the classroom.

The preschool program builds a high-quality learning environment for all children. The classrooms
are set up with designated learning areas that each promote development and learning in various
ways, and address all important domains of development. The learning areas in the classroom
include the block center, dramatic play, science, toys and games, art, library, music and movement,
listening center, and sand and water centers. Through each of these learning areas along with our
whole group instruction, small instruction, and outside motor play each domain is taught.
Additionally, the students are exposed to a language-rich environment. Teachers enhance language
by providing visuals for added comprehension.



Social-emotional learning is a cornerstone of preschool. Our programs use the Second Step Program
to teach social-emotional learning. Teachers help students build relationships between their peers
and the teachers. When provided with consistency and predictability, the students learn to reduce
their anxiety and trust the teachers and staff. This happens through the use of visuals to learn the
routines of the classroom and consistency in their daily schedule. During play activities, teachers
facilitate problem-solving skills by teaching children to share, take turns, and compromise. If
additional support is needed, social stories may be used as well as visual problem-solving cards to
support students in communicating with others. Furthermore, some students may need direct

instruction in techniques to calm down in a given situation.

All students are taught positive behavior through modeling in a high-quality, supportive
environment. If students exhibit inappropriate behaviors, they are redirected and provided with an
alternate task or activity or provided with visuals including problem-solving cards to resolve the
conflict.l. Teachers will create a plan to work with the students and their families, and if warranted,
the school team may pursue an evaluation to determine the need for special education services.

e Creative Curriculum, which is a research-based and developmentally appropriate curriculum that is
aligned to the lllinois Early Learning and Development Standards.

e Research-based curriculum helps children gain the range of skills they need to be successful in
kindergarten.

e Students dive deeply into topics of interest through monthly units of study.

e Play-based environment supports children in developing their language, pre-academic, play,
learn-to-learn, motor, and social and emotional skills.

e Children are encouraged to become independent through developing their self-help and
self-regulation skills.

e Music, art, and physical education/movement are featured daily.

e Teachers conduct ongoing assessments to monitor student progress.

e Teachers are highly qualified with certification in early childhood, special education and teaching
children learning English.

e In addition to the teacher, there are specialists (speech pathologist, occupational therapist, physical
therapist, and social worker) providing instruction and support in every classroom.

e Monthly parent education workshops are offered that relate to different aspects of child
development. Previous topics include: play with purpose, vocabulary development, stress reduction,
summer activities, and community resources.



Illinois Early Learning Standards

Preschool Standards 3 Year Old Program 4 Year Old Program
Learning Targets Learning Targets
Language Arts
Goal 1: Demonstrate increasing | -Expressive: Expressive -Conversational, turn
competence in oral making requests taking, expanded sentences
communication (listening and -Commenting -Produce 5-6 word sentences
speaking) -Produce 3-4 word sentences with added complexity
-Receptive: -Asking more complex questions:

answer basic ‘wh’
-Following Directions: single
step directions

why, how, when: more interpretive
in nature

Receptive:

-Directions with concepts

-More complex ‘wh’ questions

Goal 2: Demonstrate
understanding and enjoyment
of literature.

-Shows interest in books
-Orient book: print can be
meaningful

-Knows some features of a book
(e.g., title, author, illustrator,
front and back covers); connects
specific books to authors

-Uses various types of books for
their intended purposes

Goal 3: Demonstrate interest in
and understanding of
informational text.

-Contributes particular
language from the book at the
appropriate time

-Asks and answers questions
about the text; refers to pictures
-Identifies story-related
problems, events, and
resolutions during
conversations with an adult

Goal 4: Demonstrate increasing
awareness of and competence in
emergent reading skills and
abilities.

-Pretends to read a familiar
book, treating each page as a
separate unit; names and
describes what is on each page,
using pictures as cues

-Pretends to read, using some of
the language from the text;
describes the action across
pages, using pictures to order
the events; may need prompts
from adult

Goal 5: Demonstrate increasing
awareness of and competence in
emergent writing skills and
abilities.

-Write: teacher guidance that
print can be meaningful

-Write: Initiative, make
controlled linear marks
-Recognize name in print,
identify some/all letters in name

Mathematics

Goal 1: Demonstrate and apply a

-Verbally counts to 10; counts up

Verbally counts to 20; counts




knowledge and sense of
numbers, including numeration
and operations.

to five objects accurately, using
one number name for each
object

10-20 objects accurately; knows
the last number states how
many in all; tells what number
(1-10) comes next in order by

counting

Goal 2: Explore measurement of
objects and quantities.

-Makes simple comparisons
between two objects

Compares and orders a small set
of objects as appropriate
according to size, length, weight,
area, or volume

Goal 3: Identify and describe
common attributes, patterns,
and relationships in objects.

-Shows interest in simple
patterns in everyday life

*Notices that a special song is
played whenever it is time to
clean up

*Points to the tiles in the
bathroom and says, "They go this
way, that way, this way, that way."

-Copies simple repeating
patterns

-Extends and creates simple
repeating patterns
-Recognizes, creates, and
explains more complex
repeating and simple growing
patterns

Goal 4: Explore concepts of
geometry and spatial relations.

-Follows simple directions
related to proximity (beside,
between, next to)

-Uses and responds
appropriately to positional
words indicating location,
direction, and distance

Goal 5: Begin to make
predictions and collect data
information.

-With teacher support, students
count totals on graphs and
answer graph related questions

-Knows a few ordinal numbers

Science

Goal 1: Demonstrate curiosity
about the world and begin to use
the practices of science and
engineering to answer
questions and solve problems.

-Uses scientific inquiry skills
*Express wonder and

curiosity about their world by

asking questions,

solving problems, and designing

-Use scientific inquiry skills
*Plan and carry out simple
investigations
*Collect, describe, compare
and record information from

10



things.

observations and investigations.

Goal 2: Explore concepts and
information about the physical,
earth, and life sciences.

-Demonstrates knowledge of the
characteristics of living things

*Observe, investigate,
describe, and categorize living
things.

*Show an awareness of
changes that occur in oneself
and the
environment.

-Demonstrate knowledge of the
characteristics of living things
-Demonstrate knowledge of the
earth’s environment

*Describe and compare basic
needs of living things.

*Show respect for living
things.

Goal 3: Understand important
connections and understanding
in science and engineering.

-Demonstrates knowledge of the
physical properties of objects
and materials

*Identify, describe, and compare
the physical properties of
objects.

-Demonstrates knowledge of
the physical properties of
objects and materials

*Develop and use models to
represent their ideas,
observations, and
explanations through
approaches such as drawing,
building, or modeling with
Clay.

*Experiment with changes in
matter when combined with
other
substances.

Social Studies

Goal 1: Understand some
concepts related to citizenship.

14.A ECa Recognize the reasons
for rules in the home and early
childhood environment and for
laws in the community.

14.A.ECb Contribute to the
well-being of one’s early
childhood environment, school,
and community

Goal 2: Explore economic
systems and human
interdependence.

15.A.ECa Describe some
common jobs and what is
needed to perform those jobs.

15.A.ECb Discuss why people
work.

Goal 3: Develop an awareness of
the self and his or her
uniqueness and individuality.

16.A.ECa Recall information
about the immediate past.

16.A.ECb Develop a basic
awareness of self as an
individual.

Goal 4: Explore geography, the
child’s environment, and where
people live, work, and play.

17.A.ECa Locate objects and
places in familiar environments.

17.A.ECb Express beginning
geographic thinking.

Le. Describe basic topographical

11



features, such as hills, rivers,
and roads.

Goal 5: Explore people and

-Demonstrates knowledge

-Demonstrates knowledge

families. about self about self
18.A.ECa Recognize similarities | 18.B.ECa Understand that each
and differences in people. of us belongs to a family and
recognize that families vary.
SEL

Looks at a situation differently,
controls strong emotions in an
appropriate manner

Uses adult support to calm self,
comforts self by seeking out
special object or person

Goal 1: Develop
self-management skills to
achieve school and life success
and develop positive
relationships with others.

Initiates the sharing of
materials, joins in small group of
two or three and positively
interacts with them

Goal 2: Use social-awareness
and interpersonal skills to
establish and maintain positive
relationships.

Responds appropriately to
others expression of wants,
takes turns, plays near other
children

Suggests solutions to social
problems accepts adult help to
the social problem

Goal 3: Demonstrated
decision-making skills and
behaviors in personal, school,
and community contacts.

Express feelings during a
conflict seeks out adult help to
solve a social problem

Illinois Early Learning Systems Fact Sheet Preschool for All (PFA)

Program Overview

The Preschool for All (PFA) program provides at least 2.5 hours of high-quality preschool education
for children ages 3 and up to 5 years old, specifically children that may benefit from additional
academic support. The preschool program includes parent engagement, comprehensive
developmental screening, and a high-quality, research-based curriculum for children to develop a
strong foundation of knowledge and skills that allow them to be successful throughout their school
experience. Preschool for All teachers hold a bachelor's-level degree and are licensed in early
childhood.

The program is free for parents in Preschool for All or Head Start programs.

What information is needed to apply?
In addition to the family and child’s basic information, there may be additional information needed

as specified in the question above.

12
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What documents are needed?
When applying for Preschool for All programs, families will need to show proof that the children are
eligible.

Enrollment Process

Preschool for All programs prioritize serving children who are considered ‘at-risk of academic
failure’ due to a range of home and community factors. Children are recruited and enrolled by
Preschool for All programs that actively seek and identify children who may be eligible for the
program through a variety of outreach efforts in the community. A child would be individually
screened to determine if they are eligible for preschool. The screenings for the child would include
specific developmental areas such as vocabulary, speech development, and social skills. Parents and
guardians would also be interviewed in their preferred language.

Families can also contact their local Child Care Resource and Referral agency to learn more about
eligibility for preschool programs.

Registration
Registration- All registration should be completed through PowerSchool. Information about

registration can be found here.

PowerSchool is an automated, paperless, online enrollment platform that allows you to upload digital
copies for residency, birth certificates, medical forms, and other documentation needed.

ALL DOCUMENTS MUST CONTAIN YOUR CURRENT ELMWOOD PARK ADDRESS ALONG WITH THE
NAME OF A PARENT/GUARDIAN.

PROVIDE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS:

e Real estate tax bill from the current calendar year.

e Current mortgage statement/closing statement or letter from the county assessor.

e Entire lease dated within the last 12 months that shows the name, signature, address, and
telephone number of the landlord and signature of the tenant(s). It must list all persons living
in the household.

e Notarized Letter of Residence Form. (Used if you do not have a lease or live with friends or
relatives.) Include names of all persons living in the household.


https://www.epcusd401.org/enroll
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ALSO PROVIDE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS:

Current water, electric, gas, internet, satellite provider, or cable bill with Elmwood Park service
address.

Valid Illinois or Elmwood Park vehicle registration with Illinois driver’s license citing ElImwood
Park address.

Valid public aid card or document from DHS or DCFS with Elmwood Park address.
Homeowner's or renters insurance document with Elmwood Park address.

Recent pay stub from your employer with ElImwood Park address.

ALSO PROVIDE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS (Proof of Personal ID):

State-issued photo ID (IL driver’s license if you own/drive a car with Elmwood Park address or
IL state ID with Elmwood Park address).

Federal-issued photo ID (passport).

Other photo ID with Elmwood Park address.

ONE document from CATEGORY A, ONE document from CATEGORY B, and ONE document from
CATEGORY C must be presented to register your child for school. A total of THREE documents must

be presented.

Resources for Families and Providers

For Families:

The Illinois State Board of Education provides general information and resources on Preschool
for All programs:
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for All Implementation Manual.pdf



https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Preschool_for_All_Implementation_Manual.pdf

