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FULLERTON SCHOOL DISTRICT  
Nicolas Junior High School Celebrates Selection  

as California and National “School to Watch” 
 

(Fullerton, CA) – Students, staff, parents, district leaders, school board members and community 
members are celebrating the selection of Nicolas Junior High School as one of California’s 2019 Schools 
to Watch. In March, the school will be recognized by the State in Sacramento and in June, will be 
recognized in Washington DC as a National School to Watch. 
 
“We are so excited and proud to have received this recognition,” said Principal Robyn Clemente.  “Our 
staff and students have worked very hard to showcase what Nicolas has to offer.  This ceremony is a 
wonderful affirmation of the hard work so many have done in the school, district, and larger 
community.”  
 
Nicolas Junior High School has worked diligently to make a name for itself in an array of areas, however 
the Schools to Watch acknowledgement highlights the pathways offered at the school as well as the 
Flexible Intervention Program/College and Career Readiness, and Math Intervention efforts.  Nicolas has 
successfully implemented innovative programs that have resulted in higher test scores and improved 
attendance.  The Pathways have been instrumental in helping students discover their agency and work 
toward attainable goals leading up to high school and beyond. 
 
Nicolas Junior High School serves 7th and 8th grade students in the Fullerton School District. California’s 
Schools to Watch-Taking Center Stage program uses a competitive, rigorous review process to identify 
high performing, high impact middle schools so that all middle schools may have models of real-world 
success. Nicolas Junior High School is one of less than 130 model schools that have been identified 
statewide since 2003.  
 



The program is provided by the California Middle Grades Alliance, which includes the California League 
of Middle Schools (CLMS; the lead agency), California Department of Education, and other statewide 
educational organizations who are partners in the California Middle Grades Alliance. For more 
information on the program, contact Carole Carlson, Director (ccarlsonedu@gmail.com  or Dr. Irvin 
Howard, Co-Director, at (951) 318-7515 or STWCAL@gmail.com 
 
The Fullerton School District is located in northern Orange County, California and serves over 13,500 
students in grades TK – 8th.  The Fullerton School District includes 20 schools, 15 elementary schools, 
two K-8th grade schools, and three middle schools.  The mission of the Fullerton School District is to 
work collaboratively with the community to provide an innovative, high-quality educational program for 
all students in a safe learning environment. The District motto, “Great Schools - Successful Kids” 
exemplifies the belief that all students will achieve academic excellence, acquire interpersonal skills, and 
develop technological expertise to contribute as productive citizens in a democratic society.  For more 
information, call 714/447-7400 or visit www.fullertonsd.org. 
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