A Step Above

Matthew Cacuci

The ability to think on one’s feet is a rare skill, but it's the driving force behind The Meadows School Valedictorian Matthew
Cacuci's impressive achievements both in the classroom and out. Whether he’s tackling a difficult math lesson, picking up on a
teacher's expectations for a course, or working alongside new people, adapting to situations quickly has allowed him stay ahead
of the curve. This power to pivot seamlessly from one strategy to the next has not only boosted him through challenges, it's
helped him become an effective communicator, as well as a more compassionate and responsive person. For demonstrating
patience, persistence and true grit through every action, Matthew Cacuci is- A Step Above.

G.P.A.:5.35

Sports/Activities/Clubs:

» Varsity Tennis, 2021-2024; Captain, 2024

« Classical Piano Soloist, 2012-Present

« Promoting Equity in Engineering and Robotics (PEER), 2022-2025

- President and Founder, 2022-2025

- National Honor Society, 2023-2025; President, 2024-2025

+ Honor Code Committee, 2022-2025; Co-President, 2024-2025

+ Cum Laude Society, 2024-2025

- National STEM Honor Society, 2022-2025; Board Member, 2023-2025

+ Mu Alpha Theta Society, 2022-2025

- Sociedad Honoraria Hispanica, 2022-2025

» Model UN Club, 2021-2023

« FIRST Robotics Competition, 2021-2025; Captain, 2024-2025

« VEX Robotics Competition, 2023-2024; Captain, 2023-2024

» Mustang Mentors, 2023-2024

« UNLV Department of Civil Engineering Solar & Renewable Energy (Lab and Research Assistant), 2024
« Engineering for Kids of Las Vegas West (Teaching Assistant & Summer Camp Counselor), 2023-2024

Class of 2025 ——

Awards/Community Service:

+ TMS Valedictorian, 2025

- National Merit Scholarship Program Semifinalist, 2025

- Coca Cola Scholars Semifinalist, 2024

- Presidential Scholar Candidate, 2025

- Harvard Prize Book Award, 2024

« 1st Place-Congressional App Challenge, 2023

« President’s Service Award Gold Medal, 2022

+ AP Scholar with Distinction, 2024

« AP Scholar, 2023

« Royal Conservatory of Music Southwest Region Piano Gold Medalist, 2024
- 1st Place Classical Piano Soloist-Silver State Competition, 2023
« TMS Student of the Year, 2023

+ TMS Distinguished Community Engagement Award, 2024

« TMS Class of '97 Award, 2025

AL « TMS Shakeel A Chowdhry MD Endowed Scholarship, 2025
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C.q . ' « YMCA of Southern Nevada (Youth STEM Education Facilitator), 2023-2025
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VALEDICTORIAN

The Meadows School

How does it feel to be the valedictorian? “It was an unexpected honor, but a welcome one to be sure. It elevated my already
amazing experience over the past four years to something truly special. | was also very excited about the chance to give a speech
to my graduating class and to show my sincerest appreciation to the people who helped me along the way. None of this would
have been possible without the amazing support from my parents, sister, friends, and teachers.”

What’s on your post-graduation agenda? “I'll be pursuing a dual degree in Mechanical Engineering & Applied Mechanics and
Physics & Astronomy at the University of Pennsylvania through the Vagelos Integrated Program in Energy Research (VIPER) pro-
gram. From there, | hope to pursue a career in an engineering-related or adjacent field, whether that be robotics, aerospace or ener-
gy, with a wider community-serving purpose. I'd also be open to starting my own business or engineering firm down the line.”

What have you learned while working with the Promoting Equity in Engineering and Robotics organization? “These pro-
grams were designed to reach local youth who may not have equitable access to STEM education resources. [The work taught me]
that every child is emotionally and psychologically different, and when the goal is to spark interest in a new idea or activity, flexibility
is essential. | also learned that while robotics and engineering are my passions, empowering others to find their own is my purpose.”
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