


Mountie Minds Meeting - Evening At-A-Glance

6:30 - 6:40: Introductions & Framing the Evening

6:40 - 6:50: Ice Breaker

6:50 - 7:10: School Counseling & Wellness Update with Sarah Kern

7:10 - 7:15: My Brother’s Keeper Initiative with Dr. Wellinthon García-Mathews

7:15 - 7:30: Multilingual Learners Dept / Two-Way Dual Language Program Update with Dr. Patricia Balbuena

7:30 - 8:00: General District Updates and Q&A 



Welcome to Mountie Minds! 
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New York State 

Dept of Education Grant



Purpose of NYSED MBK Fellows





SCSD Two-Way
Dual Language Program

Innovation, Bilingualism and Multiculturalism 
for ALL Students!

January 27, 2025
Mountie Minds Meeting

Dr. Patricia Balbuena-Rivera



Highlighting our Students!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=errNJFsjGOw


 What Is the Two-Way Dual Language Program?

● Dual language programs offer ALL 

(native-English and native-Spanish) 

students the unique opportunity to 

become proficient in two languages. 

● This is an inclusive, enrichment model 

program that foster bilingualism, 

biliteracy, and intercultural 

competence.

● Prepares students for success in our 

increasingly interconnected world.



Two-Way Dual Language 
Programs at SCSD

2024-2025 - We opened our 1st 
Two-Way Kindergarten Dual 
Language Program at Sloatsburg 
Elementary!  



Research 



What are the benefits of a 
Two-Way Dual Language Program for students?



What are the benefits of a Two-Way Dual Language 
Program for the district and community?

“I am so glad I put my daughter in the program. She is 
learning all of the subject matter in Spanish and English 
- class direction, reading instruction, interacting in class, 
and it’s so cute to hear her singing in spanish and read 
and write in two languages.”

“It’s not just learning the language, it’s also the cultural 
component of appreciating other languages and cultures. I 
want my daughter to feel like she’s able to connect with 
people in different ways, and this program is helping that.”

“When my son comes home, he wants to do his work and 
tell me things in Spanish. I’m not fluent myself, but the 
program seems to be working and I’m very happy and glad 
that I got him involved in the program because I can see 
the difference.”



SCSD Principles 
for Successful 

Implementation

*Developed collaboratively with 
various stakeholders and research. 



SCSD Dual Language Programs

One-Way Dual 
Language Programs 
from Kindergarten to 
High School Level 
developed as we 
continue to build our 
Two-Way programs.

Amazing team of 22 BE 
Teachers K-12!



SCSD Vision and Future Goals 

1. RP Connor: Gather community 
interest for Kindergarten AND 
1st Grade Two-Way Dual 
Language program at 
R.P.Connor.

2. Sloatsburg: Expand current 
Kindergarten program to 1st 
grade; and gather community 
interest for new incoming 
Kindergarten Two-Way 
Program.



Important Dates

Dual Language Family Information Sessions: for all incoming Kindergarten and 
current Kindergarten families at both Sloatsburg and RP Connor. 

February 3, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

February 7, 2025 at 9:45 a.m.

Location: SCSD Hillburn Board Room

Application Deadline: April 7, 2025

 



Two-Way Dual Language Program: 
Students serving as language models for each other.



Questions, 
Comments, 
Thoughts



District Updates from 
Dr. Gundersen



Facilities



School Climate Survey

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1P-7dHY9QWxavgzJBGv2xHDRqULwi6ZX7R1U6AlB_NLo/edit?usp=sharing

