
 

School Governance Council Meeting 4/30/2025 

Attendance:  

Mr. Ferreira 

Lisa Van       

Isa Alves 

Peggy Terhune 

Joarsis Hernandez-Tapia 

Jazmin Alves 

Melissa Labbe 

Mr. Cheatham 

Mr. Cheatham – Welcomed everyone and started our meeting! 

Mrs. Terhune – April 2025 

WAMS / Palace Theater  

●​ The Palace’s annual after-school program just finished, and it was 

very successful! 

○​ We saw Come From Away and Dear Evan Hansen and enjoyed 

talk-backs with members of both casts. 

○​ Mr. Butler was one of our guest teachers - always a fan favorite 

with the students! 

○​ Ms. Vagnini-Dadamo was our lead teacher, and is a valuable 

asset to the program. 

●​ Based on next year’s season, we hope to offer the after-school 

program centered around The Music Man.  We’ll be applying for 

funding this Spring and will find out in the Fall.  It will be a Spring 

program again next year. 

●​ Last week, Dave Flowers held a scheduling meeting with the 

Performing Arts faculty to discuss and plan their stage dates for next 

year.  It was beneficial to have everyone in the room at the same time. 

●​ The first WAMS Hall of Fame celebration was a success! 

○​ The Palace was honored to be the first Community Partner 

recipient. 

●​ We are preparing for all the WAMS spring events: 

○​ Dance Concert – May 5 & 6 

 



 

○​ Spring Band Concert – May 19-20 

○​ Spring Chorus Concert – June 4 

●​ Also, the non-WAMS events that include WAMS students and/or 

faculty: 

○​ Halo Awards – May 7-8 and May 27-30 

○​ Teacher of the Year - May 22 

●​ And finally, Academic Awards and Graduations in June! 

 

Mr. Donato – Waterbury Symphony Orchestra 

-The WSO/WAMS Mentorship Program continued successfully. We have 

hired a new percussion teacher this semester and it is off to a positive start. 

-The contract to continue next year is being finalized and WSO should hear 

soon from the CT Community Foundation whether or not we will receive 

additional funding to extend the program length next year. 

-WSO and The Palace Theater are collaborating on an Anniversary Concert 

for the Palace’s 20 years since reopening. This concert is called Broadway 

Scores and will feature 8 Broadway singers with the Waterbury Symphony 

performing songs from over 20 different musicals. We plan to reach out to 

WAMS students/families to promote the concert. 

Ms. Gaddis - Shakesperience 

At WAMS 

●​ Shakespeare students had a successful performance of Merry Wives 

of Windsor 

 

●​ Encore: need to schedule a planning meeting 

At Shakesperience 

●​ Spring Saturday Acting Intensives just ended 

●​ Give Local April 29 – 30: 

o​ 10 more hours. 

o​ So far we have raised $16,820 (as of April 30
th

 in the morning) 

o​ Hours left:  US Autism Association, Mathnasium, Plays by 

David Sirois, Writing, Caesar Alternate Endings, Hamlet 

 



 

student performance, Shakespeare in the Litchfield Hills, Final 

Countdown 

●​ Summer Neighborhoods June 17-21. See attachment. 

Labbe – PTSO  

Raised enough money for two $1000 scholarships 

There is a student going to the Navy and will receive a $250 scholarship for 

a night out with the family and/or expenses upon departing. 

Teacher Appreciation Week Tuesday, May 6 - Sponsoring a Coffee Truck    
 

Miss Hernandez-Tapia –  

Currently playing softball for Wilby.   

Finishing college stuff. 

Applied for a summer program and will earn 7 credits for college! 

Miss Alves –  

On May 6, 2025, participating in the performance Journey at the Palace 

Theater.  The opening number is Moulin Rouge with 53 dancers.   

Completed the Palace Theater After-School Program.  Participants 

presented their projects and attended talk-backs from Come From Away 

and Dear Evan Hansen.  During our last talk-back, Evan, from Dear Evan 

Hansen, spent additional time the students.  It was also Evan’s last 

performance on this tour. 

Autism Education and Awareness Forum – volunteered at this event and 

had an opportunity to meet speakers and a professor from Yale. 

Monday, April 21, 2025 WAMS hosted Meet the Candidates for the 

next WPS Superintendent.   We had a Financial Literacy Night in 

collaboration with Liberty Bank: The Art of the Money.   

National Honor Society letters went out to the students who were accepted. 

Upcoming show:  based on Pride and Prejudice at the Palace Theater in 

September. 

Mrs. Terhune - the show is Austen’s Pride, a New Musical of Pride and 

Prejudice. 

 

https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/50636317?school_id=5668
https://www.parentsquare.com/feeds/50636317?school_id=5668


 

Mrs. Alves –  

Hall of Fame - WAMS held their Inaugural Hall of Fame Induction 

Ceremony. 

Autism Education and Awareness Forum – WAMS hosted the 4
th

 Annual 

Autism Education and Awareness Forum. 

The Art of Money – Liberty Bank completed 2 Financial Literacy 

Workshops for our families. 

God Provides Giveaway Event – Event was held on May 18
th

 due to the 

weather. 

Camp Justice (Incoming 9
th

 graders) – Students will have an opportunity to 

explore the Criminal Justice System. This is a free weeklong event!!! 

Criminal Justice Camp (High School Juniors & Seniors) – This event is a 

one-day event in Meriden. 

Summer Youth Employment – Students or youth 14 – 24 years old can 

apply now through May 31, 2025. 

Please refer to Parent Square for additional information about these events. 

Mr. Ferreira - thankful for Mobilio.  Here at WAMS because of him. Pat 

O’Neil did a great job hosting.  

There is a lot of testing and events going on.  WAMOS is coming up. 

Mrs. Labbe – shared: last year students were dressed up for the ARTS. 

Mr. Ferreira: 

SAVE THE DATES 

May 1&2 - Musical Theatre Showcase - 6-8:30 
May 5 - AP European History Test 12 - 4 
May 6 - Middle School SBAC - 8-10 
               AP US Gov't and Politics 12 - 4 
               Dance Showcase - 7-9 
May 7 - Early Dismissal 
               SBAC - 8-10 
               Art of the Book - 5:30 - 7:30 
May 8 - AP Statistics - 8-12 
               AP World History - 12-4 
May 9 - AP US History - 8-12 
               PROM 

 



 

May 13 - SBAC - 8-10 
                 NJHS and NHS Induction Ceremony - 5-7:30 
May 14 - SBAC - 8-10 
                 AP English Language and Composition 8-12 
May 15 - SBAC - 8-10 
May 16 - AP Psychology - 12-4 
                 Middle School Red Carpet Dance - 6:30 - 8:30 
May 20 - NGSS-Grade 8 - 8-10 
                 Instrumental Spring Concert - 7-9 
May 21 - NGSS-Grade 11 - 7:30-12:20 
                 STEM Night - 5:30-7 
May 22 - NGSS-Grade 11 - 7:30-12:20 
                 Teacher of the Year Ceremony - 5-6:30 
May 23 -NGSS-Grade 11-MAKE UP DAY  
                 FAFSA Breakfast - 8:30-9:30 
May 26 - Memorial Day - NO SCHOOL 
May 29 - Choreography Showcase  
May 30 – Music in the Parks 
June 2 - Seniors-Holiday Hill 7:30-1:30 
June 4 - Choral Spring Concert - 7-8:30  

June 6 - Seniors Field Day - 12-2 
June 5 - TriM Induction Ceremony - 6-8 
June 6 - WAMOS - 5-9 
June 9 - Senior Awards Night - 6-8 
June 9 - Exams projected to begin 

June 12 - HS Graduation   
June 16 - Last Day of School 
 

Miss Alves – Seniors presented their Macbeth projects on the Apron 

Stage.  The projects integrated the arts and academics by expressing the 

main themes through paintings, sculptures, lighting, videos etc. 

Next meeting May 28
th

 @9:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rescheduled for May 18th, 2025 
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