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MANKATO AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ir MINNESOTA FREE SCHOOL MEALS
” 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR
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Minnesota Free School Meals program to continue.
An Application for Educational Benefits still needs to be filled out!

Every student may receive one breakfast and one lunch at no cost during the school day. However, the cost of a la
carte items such as extra milk, other drinks, or extra meal items will not be covered. Students will need to have
funds in their meal accounts to purchase any additional food items.

If you believe your household may qualify, please complete and return the attached application to our address or to

your child’s school. You can also apply in the Infinite Campus Parent Portal by clicking on the "More" tab, then the
"Meal Benefits" tab.

What is the Minnesota Free School Meals Program?
The Minnesota Free School Meals Program provides state reimbursement to schools that participate in the

National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program so that students can have one breakfast and
one lunch at no cost at school.

Can the meals be picked up or brought home?
No. Meals may not be taken off campus, sent home, delivered, or picked up by parents or others.

Do | still need to complete the Application for Educational Benefits?

e YES! Itis important for families to complete the Application for Educational Benefits. Applications for
Educational Benefits determine how much funding your child’s school receives for educational
programs and supports. Additionally, eligible families may qualify for other benefits, such as:

WIC Benefits

Reduced or free athletic or activity fees; music rental fees

Reduced fees for in-home internet

Community Education offers class scholarships and discounts

What is included in the MN Free School Meals Program?
Our schools participate in Offer versus Serve. This allows students to choose what items they want to
include to make up their meal.
e At breakfast, the student must choose at least 3 items to be counted as a reimbursable meal. The
student must choose a %2 cup serving of fruit or vegetable as part of their breakfast.
e At lunch, the student must choose at least 3 components to be counted as a reimbursable meal. The
student must choose a 2 cup serving of fruit or vegetable as part of their lunch.

What is NOT included in the MN Free School Meals Program?

Single item purchases and non-reimbursable meals are not free. Some examples include:
e Extra carton of milk

Ala Carte or extra items at secondary schools

Second entrée

A second breakfast or a second lunch

Meals that do not meet the minimum requirements

Meals served to teachers, staff, and other adults




Meal Account Payments for Ala Carte and Negative Balances

All lunch accounts must have a positive balance. If your student has a negative lunch balance, please deposit
money in their account to clear up the balance due. Accounts that are not cleared up may be submitted to
collections. Please note there will be additional fees assigned on this debt once it is sent to the collection agency.

To check your student’s account balance, log into Infinite Campus Parent Portal and click on the Food Service tab.

To make a payment:

e Cash or check
Add money into the meal account by mailing, dropping off, or sending a check or cash to the school.
Please make a note of how much money is to go into each child’s account.

e Electronic
You can check your student’'s meal account balance or add money into the account by using a credit or debit
card in the Parent Portal (online or on the Campus Parent Portal app). You can make one-time payments or
set up automatic recurring payments on a day that works for you. Click on “Food Service” on the left.
There is no fee for online deposits!

Special Dietary Needs

Regulations require that lactose-reduced milk be made available to any student with a written request from a parent
or guardian. If your child needs lactose-reduced milk, please submit the completed Lactose Intolerance Form to the
nutrition services office.

All other requests for accommodations require a written statement from a licensed physician using the Special Diet
Form. The statement must include both the items the student cannot eat and the items that may be substituted for
them. Although an annual update is not required, the district may request an updated document as needed. Return
original, completed Special Diet Form to the nutrition services office. All requests for modifications will be evaluated
on a case-by-case basis. Lactose Intolerance Form and Special Diet Form can be found on the nutrition services
website, or contact our office.

Please note: Child Nutrition staff members are not trained medical providers and will never determine if a child can
or cannot eat a particular item. That decision belongs only to parents, guardians or licensed medical providers.
Parents or guardians are welcome to visit our kitchens and review the ingredient statements on labels at any time
by making an appointment with the manager. However, ingredients may change at any time without notice by the
manufacturer.

Mankato Area Public Schools Nutrition Services
PO Box 8741
Mankato, MN 56002-8741
507-388-7442
nutritionservice@isd77.org

For more MAPS meal information log on to
tps://www.isd77.org/ rienc rtments/nutrition- ice

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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Darcy Stueber, Director of Nutrition Services

dstuebl@isd77.org (507) 388-7442

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Our school offers healthy meals each day. All students can get one breakfast and one lunch free of charge each day at
school. Although no application is required to receive this free meal benefit, filling out the Application for Educational
Benefits is still important! Your application may help the school qualify for education funds.

To apply, complete the enclosed Application for Educational Benefits and return it to: Mankato Public Schools, Nutrition
Services, PO Box 8741, Mankato MN 56002-8741

Who should complete this application? Children in households participating in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP), Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations
(FDPIR), and foster, homeless, migrant and runaway children qualify without reporting household income. Alternatively,
children can qualify if their household income is within the maximum income shown for their household size on the
instructions.

COMMON QUESTIONS:

| get WIC or Medical Assistance. Can my children qualify? Children in households participating in WIC or Medical
Assistance do not automatically qualify. Children may be eligible depending on other household financial information.
Please fill out an application.

Who should I include as household members? Include yourself and all other people living in the household, related or
not (such as grandparents, other relatives, or friends).

May | apply if someone in my household is not a U.S. citizen? Yes. You or your children do not have to be U.S. citizens
for you to complete an application.

What if my income is not always the same? List the amount that you normally get. If you normally get overtime, include
it, but not if you get overtime only sometimes. For seasonal work, write in the total annual income.

Will the income information or case number | give be checked? It may be. We may also ask you to send written proof.

How will the information be kept? Information you provide on the form, and your child’s approval, will be protected as
private data. For more information, see the back page of the Application for Educational Benefits.

If 1 don’t qualify now, may I apply later? Yes. Please complete an application at any time if your income goes down,
your household size goes up, or you start getting SNAP, MFIP or FDPIR benefits.

If you have other questions or need help, call 507-388-7442

Sincerely,

Darcy Stueber, Mankato Public Schools, Director of Nutrition Services
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