
HANAFORD SUMMER READING INITIATIVE
Grades 3-5 

What the research tells us: 
“Literacy development is an ongoing process…In today’s fast-paced world, literacy demands are expanding, and they 
include more reading and writing tasks than at any other time in history. Students [Adolescents] need high levels of literacy 
to understand the vast amount of information available to them, and to fuel their imaginations as they help create the 
world of the future.” (International Reading Association: Adolescent Literacy Position Statement) 

Summertime is a time for vacationing, relaxing, and spending time with family and friends. It’s important for all 
students to include reading among their summertime activities to maintain their level of skill development and avoid 
the “summer slide,” or loss in their reading skills. 

**All students are required to read THREE books for the summer of 2025.**

*Rising 5th graders may want to get started reading the “Rooster Books” a.k.a, the Rhode Island Children’s Book 
Award Nominees for the 2026 year.* Fifth graders need to read at least 10 of the 20 books to qualify for the 
“Rooster Games,” which will be held in June 2026.

*All students must record the books that they read on the reading log provided. This reading log is electronic, so you can 
make your own copy of the document or you can print it out at home and write your choices down. Here are the reading 
logs: 

Incoming Grade 3 
Incoming Grades 4 & 5 

Students are encouraged to engage in a wide variety of reading activities over the summer, such as those held at 
public libraries, reading magazines, newspapers, maps, and brochures, both in print and online. 

If students should want to explore the Rhode Island Children’s Book Award Nominees for the 2026 year, those 
books are listed below: 

1. A Bite Above the Rest by Christine Virnig

2. Bodega Cats: Picture Purrfect by Hilda Eunice Burgos

3. Call Me Roberto!: Roberto Clemente Goes to Bat for Latinos by Nathalie Alonso

4. Haiku, Ew!: Celebrating the Disgusting Side of Nature by Lynn Brunelle

5. The Happy Shop by Brittany Long Olsen

6. Invisible Isabel by Sally J. Pla

7. Jupiter Nettle and the Seven Schools of Magic: A Graphic Novel by Sangu Mandanna

8. The Kids in Mrs. Z's Class: Emma McKenna, Full Out by Kate Messner

9. Legendarios #1: Wrath of the Rain God by Karla Arenas Valenti

10. The Life-Changing Magic of Chess: A Beginner's Guide with Grandmaster Maurice Ashley by 

Maurice Ashley

11. Magnolia Wu Unfolds It All by Chanel Miller

12. Mixed-Up by Kami Garcia

13. My Lost Freedom: A Japanese American World War II Story by George Takei

14. Off the Map by Meika Hashimoto

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uBm0q5umdYeVE0yDc80ny--Zu6P5da3L/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uBm0q5umdYeVE0yDc80ny--Zu6P5da3L/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rjI7k2Pgyv4lgmygTIeFxlSx7H5qTIXf07zyfi0IPVI/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_RtcI8tgUqiOgA_6LHWe91wdUq5sKM8ZT6KklyslEYU/edit


15. The Racc Pack by Stephanie Cooke

16. Search for a Giant Squid: Pick Your Path by Amy Seto Forrester

17. Stranded!: A Mostly True Story from Iceland by Ævar Þór Benediktsson

18. They Call Me No Sam! by Drew Daywalt

19. Wagnificent: The Adventures of Thunder and Sage by Bethanie Deeney Murguia

20. Wings of an Eagle: The Gold Medal Dreams of Billy Mills by Billy Mills, Donna Janell Bowman

If students read or listen to at least three of these books, they can participate in the voting process for their favorite 
book in March of 2026. 

We all hope you are safe and healthy and have a wonderful summer! You have earned it! 

Happy Reading!
Hanaford Teachers 

*Link to books and their descriptions: https://olis-ri.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=80729065 
*Hanaford Library Website: http://guides.rilinkschools.org/hanaford 

https://olis-ri.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=80729065
http://guides.rilinkschools.org/hanaford







