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these hands of youth

hold a

flower

but more often they

polish trophies or
finger a keyboard or
guide a half chewed pencil

these hands wear

fuzzy mittens to sleigh rides and
evening gloves at dances and
charm bracelets and
pastel nail polish and
a class ring that’s two sizes

too big

they ache from
washing so many dishes and
babysitting for that Farrell brat and
decorating for the prom and
peroxiding and
doing a chemistry notebook in one night and
clapping madly at the basketball game and
shaking hands at commencement

they ache too in june from waving goodbye to

homeroom announcements and

allowances and

study halls and

choir rehearsals and

after game dances and

english teachers and jokes about english teachers and
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