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Because life is measured in stages

Meted out in units of

Infancy and adolescence and adulthood and old age,
Because love is nonmeasurable

And a smile is not so many inches

Nor warmth a certain number of years

And kindness is not carried in cupfuls,
Because this is the time when we enter your world
And time and society say we've grown up,
Because silence shrouds the human heart

And we lack the speech to say thanks

For loving and laughing and caring

And crying and crying,

Because the trapdoor shuts out the soulvoice

Because such things are
This bookis dedicated toyou -- our parents







