
CENTRAL UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
  MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT POLICY 

The purpose of the policy is to create protocols that serve students in the years of transition 
(elementary to middle and middle to high school) using fair and objective measures so that 
students are placed in appropriate mathematics courses.  Central Unified will implement the 
requirements of the California Mathematics Placement Act (SB359) and accurately monitor 
and evaluate the progress of students using the following measures of pupil performance. 

Please see the attached Board Policy (BP 6152.1) 

Placement Protocols 

All 6th grade students will have the opportunity at the end of the year to take a diagnostic assessment that is 
aligned to Common Core Math Standards in order to show readiness for either a Common Core Math 7 or a  
Common Core Math 7/8 Accelerated course.   

If a 6th grade student meets all criteria of the diagnostic test, exceeds the most recent CA Assessment of 
Student Performance in mathematics, he or she regardless of teacher recommendation will have the 
opportunity to be placed in the highest math course available.  Teacher recommendations will only be used in 
order to place students in an accelerated class when scores are marginal.   

All 8th grade students will have the opportunity to take a diagnostic assessment at the end of the year that is 
aligned to Common Core Math Standards in order to show readiness for an Integrated Math Pathway.  The 
results of the assessment will be used as one measure to determine placement in one or more of the 
following:  Integrated Math I, Integrated Math II, Enhanced Math I, Enhanced Math II, Math I-II daily, and 
support classes.   

All 8th grade students at the end of the year will have the opportunity to take a Learning Characteristics 
Inventory and indicate interest in an Enhanced Mathematics Pathway.   

If an 8th grade student at the end of the year shows interest and is recommended by a teacher and/or meets 
criteria on a Learning Characteristics Inventory, he or she will have the opportunity to be placed in a Math 
Enhanced Course in 9th grade.  Math Enhanced Courses are designed for students who demonstrate a desire 
to apply mathematics through engineering based problem solving.    

http://central.agendaonline.net/public/Meeting.aspx?AgencyID=171&MeetingID=33516&AgencyTypeID=1&IsArchived=False


All 8th grade students in Common Core Math 8 will have the opportunity to show interest in taking a Math I-II 
Daily class.   

If an 8th grade student at the end of the year shows interest and meets all criteria of the diagnostic test, he or 
she regardless of teacher recommendation will have the opportunity to be placed in a Math I-II Daily Course.  
Grades and teacher recommendation will only be used in order to place students in a Math I-II Daily Course 
when scores are marginal.  The Math I-II Daily Course is designed for students who demonstrate a desire to 
take upper level math classes earlier in high school.  This course takes the place of one elective class.   

Please see the attached Mathematics Pathways 

Multiple Check-Points 

All 9th grade students, within the first month of school will take a district created check-point assessment 
designed to ensure that students have not been misplaced in the area of mathematics.  

If a student exceeds standards or demonstrates a need for support, the appropriate adjustments in the 
student’s schedule will be made in a timely manner. 

Appeal Process 

Students and parents who question placement decisions should first contact the school principal.   If further 
action is needed, a formal appeal in writing from the student and/or parent(s) is to be submitted to the 
Central Unified Educational Services Department.  A meeting including parents, student and district personnel 
will be scheduled by the district office to take place within 10 days of receiving the written appeal.  The district 
committee will be comprised of an Assistant Superintendent, Director of Instruction, Principal, and a 
mathematics teacher who will review the data and make final decisions. 

Please see attached Course Placement form 

If you have questions regarding the Central Unified Mathematics Placement Policy or would like 
more information regarding Senate Bill 359, please contact Greg Tchaparian in the Educational 
Services Department at 559-274-4700 X 10225. 
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Central Unified School District 

PETITION TO CHALLENGE MATHEMATICS COURSE PLACEMENT 

This form must be submitted within thirty (30) days of course placement. 

STUDENT INFORMATION (Please Print) 
Last Name: First Name: 

Date of Birth:  Grade:  Student ID #: 

Course Title and Number: Course Grade: 

Reasons for Course Challenge (be specific): 

Course Requested: 

_________________________________________     ________________________ 
Parent’s Signature           Date 

_________________________________________     ________________________ 
Student’s Signature          Date 

Upon completion, submit to: 
 School Counselor or Central Unified - Educational Services 

Department Attn:  Greg Tchaparian -  D.O. Rm 6 

***A meeting will be scheduled within ten (10) days of receiving this appeal*** 

***For Review Committee Use Only*** 
Approved    Not Approved  
Reasons: 

____________________________________   _________________________ 
Principal’s Signature        Date 
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