
FROM THE HEADMASTER:
The Revd. D. Stuart Dunnan, D. Phil.

July 5, 2025

Dear Tod,

I write to confirm our understanding that I will remain Headmaster of Saint James School for two 
more years, retiring in June of 2027.  My hope is that giving the School two years’ notice will allow the 
Board sufficient time to conduct a successful search and give my successor time to make the move to 
Saint James.

When I arrived 33 years ago today, I came to a school in some distress, but the community welcomed 
me and immediately supported me in all my efforts to rebuild and strengthen Saint James.  Happily, 
this shared effort has continued for all my time here, and I look forward to continuing this good work 
for two more years to come.

Specifically, we have doubled and greatly diversified our student body, built, bought, and/or 
renovated every building and field on campus, purchased c.440 acres of surrounding farmland to 
preserve our rural setting, grown our endowment by a factor of 12, increased our operating budget by 
a factor of 10, and substantially increased our faculty and staff salaries and benefits.  With the help of 
this growth, we have dramatically improved our academic, athletic, arts, and extracurricular programs, 
and established ourselves as the smaller, more age-appropriate alternative to the other leading 
boarding schools.

To achieve these goals, we have solicited increasing support for the Annual Fund, the endowment, 
and a progressive list of ambitious and transformative capital projects.  Happily, the company of our 
supporters has continued to grow, and I personally could not be more grateful to my hard-working 
colleagues and to the many committed and thoughtful donors like you who have given so generously to 
make this miracle happen.

I have also sought to serve this community to the best of my ability as a priest in the Catholic 
tradition of the Episcopal Church, in which Saint James was founded and to which Saint James has 
remained remarkably faithful.  In this capacity, I have sought to know and care for our students, 
alumni, parents, staff, and faculty, and to make real for them, to the best of my ability, the sustaining 
presence and loving purposes of God.  
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I have enjoyed the fullness of priestly ministry here, preaching and celebrating every week, and 
baptizing, marrying, and burying too many to count.  I have also been blessed to advise, befriend, 
and teach two generations of students, which has been and will continue to be the greatest joy of my 
“job.”

It will therefore be hard for me to leave Saint James when the time comes, but that is two years 
away.  Happily, Saint James is much more substantial and enduring than I am, as the fact that we will 
celebrate our 185th anniversary in that year will remind us.  Because of our remarkable history, I am 
the tenth in a long line of devoted headmasters, four of whom like me served for over twenty years, 
and I have no doubt that our successors will continue to guard, preserve, shepherd, and improve 
Saint James for generations of students to come.   

I am also the middle of five children with 12 nieces and nephews and 20 great nieces and nephews, 
and that number is growing.  I have made many friends during my time here, and there is a host of 
former and present colleagues, students, alumni, and past and present parents with whom I hope to 
stay in touch.  

But when that moment comes, I will be 68 years old, which feels like the right age “to retire,” and 
I will have served Saint James for 35 years, which seems enough, as I will be the same age as the last 
class that I will induct into the Half Century Club.

Most importantly, a year of completion in the Bible ends in 7.

Yours faithfully,

The Revd. Dr. D. Stuart Dunnan
Headmaster


