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Gulfport School District

@ Child Nutrition Services
Gulfport School District Meal Charge Policy

Regulatory Authority

United State of Agriculture (USDA) policy memorandum SP-46-2016 requires all School
Food Authorities (SFA) operating federal school meal programs to have a written meal
charge policy by July 1, 2017.

Purpose

The goal of the Gulfport School District is to provide students with healthy meals each day.
However, unpaid charges place a large financial burden on our Food Service Department. The
purpose of this policy is to insure compliance with federal reporting for the USDA Child
Nutrition Program, and to provide oversight and accountability for the collection of outstanding
student meal balances. The intent of this policy is to establish uniform meal account procedures
throughout the Gulfport School District.

Policy

Full Pay Student: Gulfport School District students will pay for meals at the district’s published
standard rate each day. Students are allowed to charge up to $21.25 for reimbursable meals or
five (5) days of charging for breakfast and lunch meals after their balance reaches zero. Once a
student has charged those five days, he/she will not be able to purchase from a la carte and he/she
will be offered a designated alternate meal. Sample: deli sandwich, veggie sticks, fruit and milk.

Reduced Price Meals: Reduced status children will be allowed to receive a breakfast for $0.30
and lunch for $0.40 each day. A student is allowed to charge up to $3.50 for reimbursable meals
or five (5) days of charging for breakfast and lunch meals. Once a student has charged those five
days, he/she will not be able to purchase from a la carte and he/she will be offered a designated
alternate meal. Sample: deli sandwich, veggie sticks, fruit and milk.

Students may charge a breakfast meal or lunch meal until the charge limit is reached. Once a
student has reached the charge limit, he/she will be offered an alternate meal. Extra food items
are not an allowable charge. No extra food or beverages will be sold to students with charges.

All debts must be paid in full by the end of the year, whether the student’s benefits status is paid,
reduced or free.
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Free Meal Benefit: Free status students will be allowed to recetve a free breakfast and lunch
each day. A la carte purchases must be prepaid.

Gulfport School District will not disclose children’s free and reduced eligibility status, unless
required by law.

Parents/Guardians: are responsible for maintaining adequate funds in their child’s/children’s
meal account. This includes utilizing online account services for monitoring balances and/or
making payments. Parents/guardians of Gulfport School District students will begin receiving
low balance notifications daily when students’ account balance reaches $-0.01 cent. Parents will
be informed in notification letters once students reach $-5.00. Once charge balance is met, the
student will be given an alternate meal.

Adult: purchases must be prepaid or cash in hand at the time of purchase. No account charing is
allowed. No soliciting food from students.

Households experiencing financial difficulties and whose income or household size have
changed are encouraged to complete or update a free and reduced-price meal application at any
time throughout the school year. '




