
 
 

RYE NECK UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
300 HORNIDGE ROAD 

MAMARONECK, NEW YORK  10543 
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

JULY 1, 2025 
 
Present: President Erica Wagner​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ DRAFT 

  Trustee Nikki Barker​​  
  Trustee Jason Carmel 

              Trustee Halli Gatenio   
  Trustee Ruth Homberg 

​   Trustee Alex Rainert 
​   Mr. Michael Burke, Superintendent of Schools  
​   Carolyn Mahar, Assistant Superintendent for Business 

  Mary Ellen Chiera, District Clerk  
 
I.​ Opening of Meeting 
​ President Wagner called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
II.​ President’s Report 

President Wagner began by informing the community that today the Board will start by 
establishing their tone and goals and work with a strong spirit of cooperation.  Their 
objective is to help lay the groundwork for a year of growth, innovation and academic 
and personal development for students and staff.  In addition, she stated that the Board is 
excited to welcome Mr. Michael Burke to Rye Neck and to welcome the two new Board 
members, Ruth Homberg and Alex Rainert.   
 

III.​ Superintendent’s Report 
Mr. Burke began his report by stating that it has been an honor to spend the last two 
months getting to know so many wonderful people in the Rye Neck School District and 
Rye Neck Community. From his initial meetings with the Board of Education, 
administration team, staff members, parents, community members and the students, his 
enthusiasm has grown exponentially to be a part of such a great and supportive academic 
environment.  He thanked Dr. Lutinski for his incredible support and encouragement 
during the transition, wished him the best in his new role and stated that he enjoyed 
attending a multitude of events during his transitional time.  
 
Next, he advised that he is looking forward to today’s Board of Education retreat, where 
they will be welcoming in two new Board members and discussing the goals and vision 
for the upcoming school year. He has completed a Year 1 Entry Plan, which he will 
review with the Board and present to the community during the August meeting.  

 
Rye Neck Board of Education Meeting​ ​ ​ ​ ​               July 1, 2025 



Finally, Mr. Burke thanked the Rye Neck community and encouraged students and staff 
to find time to relax and recharge as we prepare to make the 2025-2026 school year even 
better. 

 
IV.​ Approval of Consent Agenda 
​ Upon Motion duly made by Trustee Gatenio and seconded by Trustee Carmel, it was 
​  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District 
approves the following consent agenda: 
 
1. Approval of the Minutes of the June 17, 2025 Board of Education Meeting 
 
 
2.   Approval of Personnel Appointments, Leaves and Resignations 
RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby that 
the Board grant tenure to H. Wil Siegel in the Tenure Area co-extensive with his title as 
Director of Pupil Personnel Services, effective 07/01/2025; and it was 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, the Board hereby appoints David-Anthony Murray, in accordance with §3012 
of the Education Law, to a four-year probationary term as a Science Teacher, in the tenure 
area of Science, commencing on August 26, 2025 and ending on August 25, 2029; and it 
was 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
hereby that the Board provisionally appoint Jeannine Teter as a Secretary to School 
Principal, effective 08/18/2025; and it was  

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
hereby that the Board appoint staff members to the following positions for the 2025-2026 
school year: 

 
Team Leaders - DW 

​ Kindergarten - Monique Santoro 
​ 1st Grade - Dawn Drace 
​ 2nd Grade - Deena Winchenbach 

 
Team Leaders - FEB 

​ 3rd Grade - Ann Cullagh 
​ 4th Grade - Joan Spedafino 
​ 5th Grade - Susan Combs 
 
​ Team Leader - MS 

8th Grade - Catherine Toolan 
 
MS Class Advisors 
6th Grade - Allison Reynolds 
7th Grade - Matthew Magnani 
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HS Class Advisors 
9th Grade - Jennifer Dallow 
10th Grade - Rosina Martinelli 
11th Grade - Linette Milo 
12th Grade - Mark Lauten 

 
Department Chairs 
District Library - Linda Costelloe 
English - Kara Slattery 
ENL - Ivan Martinez  
Enrichment - Leigh Ann Kowalchick-Porphy 
Mathematics - Veronica Faraci 
PDC - Linette Milo 
Physical Edu. & Health - Christopher Shawn Lincoln  
School Counseling - Susan Hannon 
Science - Anne Palombo 
Social Emotional Learning - Meegan Lawlor 
Social Studies - Thomas Graziano 
Special Services - Kristina Schlote 
Visual and Performing Arts - Jennifer Dallow 
World Languages - Davide Bianco 

​  
HS Testing Coordinator - Davide Bianco 
 
District Wide PA System Coordinator - Davide Bianco 
 
Early College Experience Coordinator - Davide Bianco 
 
Enrichment Coordinators 
Leigh Ann Kowalchick-Porphy (DW) 
Jessica Finney-Trotta (FEB) 
Linda Costelloe (MS/HS) 
 
PAC Manager - Cynthia Feinman 
 
AV Coordinator - David Golden 
 
District Wide Student Activity Treasurer - David Grazioli 
 
Extended Day Coordinators  
Christopher Macli (MS) 
Evan Miller (HS) 
 
STEAM Liaison 
Jennifer Carpiniello (HS) 
 
Science of Reading Coordinator - Christopher Macli 
 
Chemical Hygiene Officer - Anne Palombo 
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Assistant Chemical Hygiene Officer - Kelly Cappa 
 
​ IDEA Grant Writer and Coordinator - Kristina Schlote 
 

IDEA Grant Financial Support - Maria Gigi 
 
ESSA Grant Writer and Coordinator - Kristina Schlote 
 
McKinney Vento Liaison - Ana Crivorot 
 
ACT Special Services Coordinator - Sandra Siegel 
 
MS/HS Transition Services Coordinator - Christopher Macli 

 
CPSE/CSE Subcommittee Chairperson - Michelle Bowman (CPSE-K) 

 
CSE Subcommittee Chairperson 

​ Laura Finkelson (Grade 1-2) 
​ Vanessa Dioguardi (Grade 3-5) 
​ Elisa Barilli (Grade 6-8) 
​ Nicole Crispinelli (Grade 9-12) 
 

CPSE Coordinator - Michelle Bowman 
 

​ Extended School Year Teacher - Peter Wilson (MS) 
 

Kindergarten Ready Teachers 
​ Brian Pinto 
​ Kendyl Nethercott 
​ Dawn Drace 
​ Lynda Welsh 
​  

Opioid Overdose Prevention Program Director - Sandra Signorelli 
​  

HS Musical Director - Cynthia Feinman 
 
HS Play Director - Cynthia Feinman 
 
Art Crew Advisor, HS Fall Play - Alexandra Campana 
 
Assistant to Director, HS Fall Play - Veronica Hudak 

 
Playbill, HS Fall Play - Jennifer Dallow 

 
Ticket Sales, HS Fall Play - Mary Ellen Chiera 

 
Videographer, HS Fall Play - David Golden 

 
Set Designer, HS Fall Play - Vincent Gunn 
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Lighting Designer, HS Fall Play - Ania Washington 
 
and it was 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
that the Board appoint the following personnel: 

 
Name          ​        Effective Date           Type          Assignment/Location          Salary/Step 
___________________________________________________________________________        
​   ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           
Chloe​                     06/23/2025 ​       Per Diem​ ​ Clerical/​           Per Diem 
Ryan    ​ ​                               Sub.​    ​ District Wide​          Sub. Rate 
 
Pamela​         07/01/2025 ​       Per Diem​ ​ Clerical/​ ​ Per Diem 
Chiera   ​ ​                               Sub.​    ​ District Wide​​ Sub. Rate 
 
Deborah​         07/07/2025 ​       Per Diem​ ​ Clerical/​ ​ Per Diem 
Hutchinson   ​​                               Sub.​    ​ District Wide​​ Sub. Rate 
 
Matteson​         05/07/2024​     Leave​ ​ Teacher/​          ​ Grad. Sub.     
Donnelly​ ​ ​ ​     Replacement​ MS/HS​ ​ Pay Rate 
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board 
appoint the following staff and coaches for fall sports: 
 
SEASON SPORT LEVEL ROLE FIRST LAST 
2025-2026   Athletic Trainer Joseph Dranoff 
2025-2026   Equipment Manager Joseph Dranoff 
Summer   Strength Coach Darien Bica 
Fall   Asst. Athletic Director Joseph Carlucci 
Fall   Program Development Catherine Toolan 
Fall Cheerleading Varsity Head Coach Damiana  DiMiceli 
Fall Cross Country Varsity Head Coach Marcella Sykucki 
Fall Cross Country Varsity Asst. to Program Susan Soohoo 
Fall Cross Country Modified Head Coach Matthew DeBellis 
Fall Field Hockey Varsity Head Coach Katheen Regan 
Fall Field Hockey Varsity Asst. to Program Danielle Fucci 
Fall Field Hockey JV Head Coach Amanda D’Addona 
Fall Field Hockey Modified Head Coach Shawn Tedrow 
Fall Football Varsity Head Coach Darien Bica 
Fall Football Varsity 1st Assistant Devonte  Brailsford 
Fall Football Varsity Co-2nd Assistant Christopher Fucci 
Fall Football Varsity Co-2nd Assistant John Tessitore 
Fall Football Varsity 3rd Assistant  Trevor Saunders 
Fall Football Varsity Volunteer Al Brailsford 
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Fall Football Varsity Volunteer Karim McFarlane 
Fall Football Modified Coach Sean Burke 
Fall Football Modified Coach Brian Pinto 
Fall Boys Soccer Varsity Head Coach Bryan Iacovelli 
Fall Boys Soccer Varsity Asst. to Program Ivan Martinez 
Fall Boys Soccer Varsity Volunteer Luis Galeano 
Fall Boys Soccer JV Head Coach Jeffrey Coronel 
Fall Boys Soccer Modified Head Coach Daniel Linehan 
Fall Girls Soccer Varsity  Head Coach Susan Hannon 
Fall Girls Soccer Varsity Asst. to Program Dominick DiMiceli 
Fall Girls Soccer JV Head Coach Matteson Donnelly 
Fall Girls Soccer Modified Head Coach Jessica Calvini 

Fall 
Girls 
Swimming Varsity Head Coach Katherine Konopka 

Fall 
Girls 
Swimming Varsity Head Coach - Diving Lucy Johanson 

Fall 
Girls 
Swimming Varsity Asst. to Program Alexander Lessem 

Fall Girls Tennis Varsity Head Coach Mark  Canno 
Fall Girls Tennis JV Head Coach Brad Levine 
Fall Girls Tennis Modified Head Coach Eric Rudolph 
Fall Volleyball Varsity Head Coach Allison Reynolds 
Fall Volleyball Varsity Asst. to Program Robert Kiernan 
Fall Volleyball JV Head Coach Alexandra Roviezzo 
Fall Volleyball Modified Head Coach Terell Iconic 
2025-2026   Support Staff Chloe Ryan 
2025-2026   Support Staff Kevin McQuade 
 

and it was 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
hereby that the Board grant Alyssa Ciotti an unpaid parental leave beginning on August 
26, 2025 to January 4, 2026; and it was 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
hereby that the Board grant Colleen Slattery a paid sick/FMLA leave beginning on or 
about December 9, 2025 to January 19, 2026; and it was 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
hereby that the Board grant Colleen Slattery an unpaid FMLA leave beginning on or 
about January 20, 2026 to March 23, 2026; and it was  
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
hereby that the Board grant employee ID 1966 a paid sick/FMLA leave beginning on or 
about December 19, 2025 to February 12, 2026; and it was 
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FURTHER RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
hereby that the Board grant employee ID 1966 an unpaid FMLA leave beginning on or 
about February 13, 2026 to April 9, 2026; and it was 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 
that the Board approve the resignation of Antonella Lacatena effective 06/24/2025.  
 
3.   Approval of Disposal of Ballots from July 1, 2024 Runoff Election 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District 
approves the disposal of the ballots from the July 1, 2024 Runoff Election 
 
4.   Approval of Change Order 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School 
District approves the following change order for the 2025 High School Security Vestibule 
Project:  

● Pierotti Corporation, change order for a decrease of ($23,400.00) for a credit 
   related to window security film which is no longer required. 
 

5.   Awarding of Contract for Bond Counsel Services 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District, 
as a result of the Request for Proposals dated June 4, 2025, appoints Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe LLP located in New York, New York as the District’s Bond Counsel effective 
July 1, 2025. 
 
6.  Approval of Statement of Benefits for Confidential Employees 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District 
approves confidential employee Statement of Benefits for the 2025-26 school year. 
 
7.  Approval of Transportation Piggybacking Contract with the Mamaroneck Union Free 
     School District 
WHEREAS, on or about May 24, 2021, the Mamaroneck Union Free School District 
issued a Request for Proposals for home to school student transportation to resident 
students including those attending schools outside of the Mamaroneck School District's 
boundaries for the 2021-2022 school year (including summer).  
 
WHEREAS, on or about June 22, 2021, the Mamaroneck Union Free School District 
awarded a contract to Royal Coach Lines, Inc. for the Home to School Transportation 
Contract for the 2021- 2022 school year (including summer);  
 
WHEREAS, on or about March 22, 2022, the Mamaroneck Union Free School District 
authorized an extension of the Home to School Transportation Contract for an additional 
five (5) year period;  
 
WHEREAS, the Mamaroneck Union Free School District Home to School 
Transportation Contract includes a provision which allows other school districts to 
piggyback onto the Contract for purposes of transporting students to a location outside of 
the students' school district of residence in accordance with Education Law section 305;  
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WHEREAS, the Rye Neck Union Free School District wishes to use the Mamaroneck 
Union Free School District's Home to School Transportation Contract to transport Rye 
Neck students to certain out-of-district locations to which the Rye Neck and Mamaroneck 
School District are already providing transportation in order to recognize cost savings for 
the Rye Neck Union Free School District.  
 
RESOLVED that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District 
hereby consents to and authorizes the use and sharing via piggybacking of the 
Mamaroneck Union Free School District's Home to School Transportation contract to the 
out-of-district locations to which the Mamaroneck Union Free School District is already 
providing transportation, pursuant to the terms and conditions thereof for the 2025-2026 
school year (including summer), as per the attached Schedule A; and it was  
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that Schedule A will be updated throughout the year as 
additional routes which utilize the piggybacking contract are added. 
 
8.  Approval of Contracts for Summer 2025 Transportation Routes 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District  
approves the following transportation contract extensions as per the attached Schedule A 
for summer 2025 extended school year programs.  
 
9.  Rescission and Approval of Award of Contract for Capital Project Work 
WHEREAS, at the May 20, 2025 meeting of the Board of Education of the Rye Neck  
Union Free School District, a resolution was approved to award a bid for masonry 
reconstruction at the Daniel Warren Elementary School to Total Construction Corp., 290 
McGuinness Blvd., Brooklyn, NY 11222, and  
 
WHEREAS, Total Construction Corp. subsequently indicated that there were errors in 
their bid pricing and that they are unable to provide the necessary insurances required by 
the District to perform the work as specified in the bid. 
 
RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District, 
that the District hereby rescinds its May 20, 2025 resolution approving the award of the 
bid for masonry reconstruction at the Daniel Warren Elementary School to Total 
Construction Corp., and it was  
 
FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free 
School District, that as a result of a request for bids opened on May 13, 2025, that the 
District award the bid for masonry reconstruction at the Daniel Warren Elementary 
School to A&Y Construction Group Inc. 10 Lutz Drive, Valley Stream, NY 11580, the 
next lowest responsible bidder, pending final clearance of insurance documentation, for a 
total cost of:  
 
Site Work:  
Base Bid (Masonry): ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $444,000.00  
Allowance: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $  30,000.00  
 
TOTAL: ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $474,000.00 
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10.  Approval of Disposal of Furniture, Equipment, Textbooks and Uniforms 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District 
approve the disposal of furniture, equipment, textbooks and uniforms no longer in use or 
good working condition or outdated as per Schedule A.  

 ​ 11.  Acceptance of Rye Neck School Foundation Grants 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District 
hereby accept the Rye Neck School Foundation Grants to the Rye Neck Schools, as per 
the attached letter and chart. 
 
12.  Adoption and Approval of Settlement Agreement 
RESOLVED,  that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District 
adopt and approve the attached Settlement Agreement between the District and student 
#222134; and it was 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board authorizes the Board President to execute the 
Settlement Agreement on its behalf. 
 
13.  Adoption of Policy 4511 - Textbook Selection and Adoption 
WHEREAS, Policy 4511 was presented to the Board of Education of the Rye Neck  
Union Free School District at a public meeting for discussion and a first reading at the 
June 17, 2025 Board Meeting; and  
 
WHEREAS, Policy 4511 has been presented to the Board of Education of the Rye Neck  
Union Free School District at this current public meeting for discussion and a second 
reading.  
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District  
hereby approves the adoption of Policy 4511. 
 
14.  Adoption of Policy 5100 & 5100-R - Student Attendance and Regulation 
WHEREAS, revisions to Policies 5100 & 5100-R were presented to the Board of  
Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District at a public meeting for discussion 
and a first reading at the June 17, 2025 Board Meeting; and  
 
WHEREAS, Policies 5100 & 5100-R have been presented to the Board of Education of  
the Rye Neck Union Free School District at this current public meeting for discussion and 
a second reading.  
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District  
hereby approves the adoption of revised Policies 5100 & 5100-R 
 
15.  Adoption of Policy 5695 - Students and Personal Electronic Devices 
WHEREAS, revisions to Policy 5695 were presented to the Board of Education of the  
Rye Neck Union Free School District at a public meeting for discussion and a first 
reading at the June 17, 2025 Board Meeting; and  
 
WHEREAS, Policy 5695 has been presented to the Board of Education of the Rye Neck  
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Union Free School District at this current public meeting for discussion and a second 
reading.  
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District  
hereby approves the adoption of revised Policy 5695. 
 
16.  Adoption of Policy 5710 - School Safety and Education Climate (SSEC) Reporting 
WHEREAS, Policy 5710 was presented to the Board of Education of the Rye Neck  
Union Free School District at a public meeting for discussion and a first reading at the 
June 17, 2025 Board Meeting; and  
 
WHEREAS, Policy 5710 has been presented to the Board of Education of the Rye Neck  
Union Free School District at this current public meeting for discussion and a second 
reading.  
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District  
hereby approves the adoption of Policy 5710. 
 
17.  Removal of Policies Repealed from Comprehensive Policy Review Sections 
       0000-5000 
WHEREAS, Policies from Comprehensive Policy Review Sections 0000-5000 were  
presented to the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District at a 
public meeting for removal and a first reading at the June 17, 2025 Board Meeting; and 
 
WHEREAS, Policies from Comprehensive Policy Review Sections 0000-5000 have  
been presented to the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District at 
this current public meeting for removal and a second reading.  
 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District  
hereby approves the removal of Policies from Comprehensive Policy Review Sections 
0000-5000. 
 
18.  Approval of CSE Recommendations 
RESOLVED,  that the Board of Education of the Rye Neck Union Free School District 
agree to arrange for special education placement as recommended by the Committee on 
Special Education, Committee on Pre-School Education and Committee Recognition of 
Disabilities under American Disabilities Act (504), as per the attached memorandum. 
 
AYES:​​ All Present 
NAYES:​ None 
 

V.​ Communications to the Board 
President Wagner reported that the Board has received 8 communications since the 
last Meeting, 4 regarding early dismissal, 2 regarding bullying, 1 regarding 
Graduation and 1 regarding the cell phone policy. 
 

VI.​ Citizens’ Privilege of the Floor 
Community members Leslie Lam and Lisa Nadler addressed the Board regarding the 
District’s cell phone policy.  Community member Stephanie Solano addressed the Board 
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regarding the District’s cell phone policy and the use of chromebooks in the lower grades. 
 

VII.​ Adjournment of Meeting 
Upon motion duly made by Trustee Gatenio seconded by Trustee Barker, it was 
 
RESOLVED, that there being no further business before the Board, that the Board of 
Education Meeting of July 1, 2025 be adjourned. 

 
AYES:  ​ All Present 
NAYES:​  None 

 
President Carmel adjourned the meeting at 9:17 a.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

________________________ 
Mary Ellen Chiera ​  
District Clerk 
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