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“Value of the Hand”’: Evaluating the Effects of Fast Fashion on Indian Craftsmanship

INTRODUCTION

Craftsmanship has been a generational skill.
However, as the fast fashion industry has
dominated our world, these precise and creative
skills have been lost in the abyss of factory
machines and cheap fabric. This research will

focus on the impact the fast fashion industry has

had on Indian craftsmanship and how the fashion
industry revive and preserve the traditional
handicraft that has
centuries.

been passed down by

This report will take a unique approach to the
topic of the effects of fast fashion as I will
research the effects on certain craftsmanship
communities, and how we can help preserve the

identity and culture that goes 1nto Indian
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bring the % change to the government target
(The Economist).

Average pay (S per day)

e

Job security

Factory workers

$14.78

High to medium

Handicraft/artisan workers

Between $3.41 and $4.52

Around $0.89 in rural areas

Medium to low

Table #1: Compares the average daily wage of factory workers (Factory Worker
Salary in India, n.d.) and the average daily wages of handicraft/artisan workers in
both urban and rural areas (Wilson, 2022). Table #1 also includes the job security

for the respective jobs.

Cost

Benefit

Factory workers

Sweatshop conditions
Strict schedule

High pay & security
Higher pay

CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS,
AND NEXT STEPS

This research confirms the hypothesis that
Indian handicraft can be preserved through
government incentives, cultural attitudes, and
monetary subsidies.

Overall, we must boost the demand for

artisanal crafts in the manufacturing sector. By

boosting demand, we can create a larger and
more stable job market for the artisans to have
higher job security. Some solutions to boost the
artisanal sectors are:

e [mplementing educational programs so that
artisans can pursue education while
working.

e Government gives subsidies to artisanal
business owners so they can hire more
people to keep the craft going (increases

incentive for handicraft because of the
stability of having a secure job).

Improve cultural attitudes for the youths in
schools through special programs so they
can get involved 1n preserving their culture
and history.

These solutions will help preserve Indian
handicraft and give a better alternative to

handicraft. Additionally, this report will explore

Freedom (flexible schedule)
Cultural ties
Safer working environment ®

Artisans Lower pay

the complicated economic aspect of the fast Low job security

fashion industry in India, and whether workers

pay scalability and other externalities truly Table #2: Demonstrates a cost-benefit analysis between factory workers and

artisans. This table showcases the costs (sweatshop conditions, lower pay, etc.)
of either job as well as the benefits (freedom, job security, etc.).

tax cuts will lead to a
benefit for the artisans
on the Cost-Benefit

contribute to the downtall of Indian crattsmanship
in the 21st century.

tabl
abIe factory work.
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graphs sweatshop industry as it tries to compete with China for quick production of low value products. On the other

o Qualitative: incentives for artisans and factory workers hand, the increase in disposable income will create a higher demand for the normal goods side of the handicraft
e Research questions industry, which 1s typically smaller businesses (1.e. handmade clothing). This will also increase job security for
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the manufacturing sector?

be expected on the global level to start investing in handicraft news.
o What 1s the cost-benefit analysis for factory workers o Government subsidies will increase pay for artisans and increase demand for handicraft goods, which will

and handicraft workers? increase job security and lead to artisans pursuing educational opportunities that help keep the handicraft alive.




