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10 To-the Profeffors

his life, depending upon the caft of 4 die; the'decree of
God being a thing that he has as little power to com.
mand. Befides, this do@rine certainly reprefents the God”
and father of us all in fuch alight, as no man would chuf

that he himfelf thould appear in. g H

V. Of the Divinity of Chrilt.

' O fatal have the confequences of the fin of Adam been

-reprefented, that you' have been told, that nothing

but, the blopd of God himfelf could reverfe-them; and -

therefore -you. have been: taught to.believe, that Jefus
Chrift, whofe proper title is the’ fon of rman, ‘as well as tbe
fon of God, was not merely man, but very and éternal God
himfelf; without confidering that, by thus making mors
Gods than ong, you are guilty of a breachof ‘the firkt

and moft importunt of all the commandments, which . .
fays exprefsly, Thou fbalt have no other "Gods before mey:

-Exodus xx.-g.. ‘But whatever fuch divines may fay, the

“apoltle Paul fays, in dire@ contradiction to -them, 72 us
there is bust one God, the FATHERy of awhom are all things ;
and one Lord Fefus Chrifl, by wbom are all things, and we by
him, 1 Cor,viii. 6, And agaim, after faying that we have
one Lord, one fuith, one baptifm, he adds, one God and Father
of ally who is above all, and through a'l, and in you all, Eph.
iv. 5§, 6.7, 'The creed of:all chriftians, therefore, ought to
be, There is one Gob, and one mediator between God-and mes,
the Max Chrift Fefus, 1 Tim. ii. 5.

.'The Father is frequently ftiled God, even with refpe&
to Chrift, as well as other beings. Zhe God of our Lord
Fefus Chrifty the Father of Glory, give unto you, that ye may
£now the exceeding greatnefs of his power, which he awrought
in Cbrift, aben be raif:d bim from the dead, and fet bim at his
own right band, &c. Eph. 1. 1%. &c.  Chrift himfelf ufes
the fame language. 7 afeend unto my-Father, and your Fa-
thery, and unta my God, and your God, John xx, 17. My

Gody my God, why khaft thou forfakén me ? . "
' ) Chri

Chrilt who was the image of the invifible G -
.'hrn (or moft excellent ) }7fga/1fbifr i'reatﬁurei, ‘g;]anid :h Cﬁ’ﬂ;’
in ;:v/mml a;wz/:‘i all the fu ‘ oL i <
acknowledged that his Father was oreater :
tzS_. ami1 indeed, upon all occaﬁgn:‘:’” id

¢rms, he exprefled his dependence upon:Gog I er;
for all his power aad glory ; as if he hfd purpgf:)ll; ifl;atrcl:'xec,l-"
ed to guard his difciples againft forming too high an o &
nion of the dignity of their mafter; . Perily I fay unto o
the Son can do nothisg of himfeif, John v. 19, I !&n qfi?:r
own [elf do nothing.” s I'hear 7 Judze, and my jur/;rmmfi.:
IYs becaufe 1 feek not mine.own wil, but the awil] of the Father
who fent me, Ver. 30, The words that 4 fpeak unto you, J Speak
nof of m_y‘j%_(/; but the Father qubo dw:llah in me, he ’dorf;wt/ e
works, X1V, 10. 7 five by the Father, vi, g9, ’Tlxe 'Fatbj’:
hath given to the fon to have life'in himfelf; and bath give /]f’ j
autherity to execute judgment, v.-26, 27. o ey
unto me, in beaven and in carth, Matt. » He-ever
calls his Father the only. trus God, ]Jc:';w.l‘x;:ig. 3 g::c;fn'
might know thee, the only.triie God, and Jefus Chrift ;vbdmﬁ&c i
haft fent. _ It appears to me not to be in the ‘power of ]a:x”
guage to exclude the idea of the divinity of Chrift more
CX%C@’Y ghan by thefe folemn words.” . . . e
Votwithftanding the divine communications with wis.
our Lord was f;avou_rc_d, fome things are egjczi?f;sﬁig

fecond c_dming, fays, Mark xiii, 32, But of . that day and

bonrﬁna'wdb n9.man, no not the anpels wwhi ¥
i e S b o Fother, Tt e 1 s
the fame obfervation is repeated, it is, uz my Fat/)-cr onl; :
The apofiles, notwithftanding their attachment t oo
Lord and Mafter, always preferve the idea-of his fubord;.
nation to_th; Tather, and confider al] ‘his horiour and
power as derived from him. A reciived  from God the Fa-
r/:er,. b_o'nour,;mr/ glory, 2 Peteri. 17.. [y pleafed the Father,
that in bim fhould all fullnef; dwwell, .Col. ;. 1 9 Tba-f?velaiior:
of _74&1 Chrift, awbich God gave unto’ bim, Rev. i: 1 e
are Chrifls, and Chriftis God’s, 1 Cor. iii. 23.  The hrasd
of Chrift is God, 1 Cor. xi, 3., ' ' .
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of Chriftianity. 13

fhould regard him in that light, this was certainly a pro-
per time for him to have declared himfelf, .and not to have
put his hearers off with fuch an apology as this, « - -
But even this power and dominion, -to.which Chrift is,
advanced by God his Father, who gave all power into his
bands, and who.made him bead over all things to bis chureh,
Eph. i. 22. this mediatorial kingdom of Chrilt (as it is fome-
‘times, and with fufficient propriety, termed):is not to be -
perpetual. Fortheapoftle Paul, fpeaking,no doubt, un-
der ‘immediate ‘infpiration,  exprefsty fays,:that when.she
end jJball come, that: God fball bave fubdued allthings 1o his Son
(inwhich he obferves, that be mufl be excepted wiho did fubdue
‘all things urdg him ) be miufl deliver up the kingdom to Gody even the
Faruer, and he himfelf fubjeft to bim whohad put all thingsun-
der bim, that God may be atl inall, .1 Cor. xv. 24. &c. ":Nay,
he himfelf fays. exprefsly,- that he had net the difpofal of
.the higheft offices: of his. kingdom, : Martt. xx, 23. “To it ) 3.
on my right hand and on my left is nobmine:to give 3 dut ¢t fbail NE
be given tothem for avhom it is prepared of my Fagher. ..\ ..
8o clear, my brethren, fo. full, and fo:exprefs, is ‘the
wniform teflimony of the foriptures o the: great do@rine ° d
- of the proper unily of God, and-of thefubordination of Chrift, e
1
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why Chrift was fo much dlﬁlngulﬂ'\sd b.l
&;oah:h:c;‘?r;‘:cr, )':s frequently and {U}lyfzprdc(fed c{n ;hq
Leriptures, viz. his obedience tC the W:lbo fio ,fan i-Pf{-
cially in his fubmitting to die for the cln;: t; n;an 1;\' .
Therefore dath my Father love mes becaufe I lay dows. my life;

John x: 17. - He bumbled bimfilf; and becarne obeclient unto death, .

God has bighly exalted
cuen the death of 1he crofs. \Wb”efo”oucpwery naﬁxe-;y that at

; ; i ¢ ‘which 15 ab ery ne at 3
f]:,:," :;:f ifx_-um ,’;‘::;mc:t:;"i"”  fball boww, of things in heaven and

i ¥ tongue fbould confefs vhat Fefus
shings inearth 5 and that every BEL i L E A g

vy e . G b
Chriftis Lord, to the glory o e e chofly i
foy that ot before him, endur s K
fzﬁ}{;}iﬁ{:ﬁ ‘af,d‘;:)a,fnw Jat down at the right hand of God,
He(‘;l.x:‘ll.:oi.d fays, that e and bis Father are one, ]Oh“}:- 3‘31
imt. he fufficiently. explains bimfelf, when he Pfj‘)'s that
bis difciples may.be. onc with him, and ””‘F",ﬁ bery Eoetl &5
ihey are aac, .John Evii, 171 and he gives them t ‘.ﬁ’;’g glory.
.z' b God had given to himy Ver: 23 Befides, at the very
:{, m‘f: that our iord fays, that he and !lxs'fatge} are c:}x::;
'y ding it, ver. 29, he fays, that .
; Zl-‘dgt‘ztzk:-:;erry)ﬁ::g::ﬁf cButghow could the Father b}e; i
o g’:éitcr thangal , if there was f“Y{o‘g"r’ Wh‘; a.woa}sﬁfg ;nuc
1 ne with hi 's.to be, in all refpects, cqua
; """I?}’:Lh,};:l::; :csrm Ga’a' is, indeed, fometimes ufed in 2. e o ki e s of che apatics Ahommihves Buras
{ iower and inferior fenfein the {criptures, denoting dominion hem:

e Ntafell faye, that be notthen xigen_tq fo enormous a height as to-attack the fu- .‘g‘
onlv.s hen the Divine Being himiel by 3 premacy of the one living and true Gody and:-give bis peciliar {i
ﬂly.;ﬁ:_;{q{: agod to Pharach, EXQIC}L 1:2 !'[.}:u;gnf’zrgf glory to another. This, my brethren, among other fhock-
ly, there can be no dﬂng_cr'of our m{;_b%; 1 gur Tord him: ing corruptions ofgenmng ghnﬁ*&mty, grew up with the
! h phrafes as thefe : oF if it were pollible, — fyltem of popery; and to 1liew that nothing is impo(lible
] ?;lcf hr;.s fufficiently guarded againft any m,fcoanC;IO!; os to the fuperflition and credulity of men, when they are
3 them when applicd to himfeliy by the explanation 8¢ W& ¥y oe wain in their imaginations, after exaltinga man intoa
giveﬁ ofthem ; informing Us that, if, in.thelanguage god, acreatureinto a oreator, they made a piece of bread

and dll other beings to him, that the prevalence ©f{o im-
pious a dotlrine, as the contrary mul} be, can be afcribed
to nothing but to that myfery of iniguity, -whick, though it -

fcripture, they are called 8”‘;" g ""{:""’ :ﬁ’e::”;ﬁ o—{lgeoj ‘5;:2 ixl\to oneL all}u,h and ther})) bo:;ved down o, and -worfipped,
. (though,.in fadt, they : - ‘the work of their own hands. i -
: '11;::‘:; :1;315) h(elcg:l% nat be guilty of blafphemy :‘C"’u:é But though it feemed fit to the unfearchable-wifdom of
himfelf only the fon of Ged- }ZE\Io’w‘; ;if{:}:,’-_? 2?;3 ;;I:]cthat' God, thatall the errors andcabufcs of .pape:y fhould not
TR . d T > ¢ B ¢ &
{cious to himfelf thathe w?:c:u:ncé v mankind that they be

it was of the utmoft con

fhould
i_‘., : s 2
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To the Profeffors

.be reformed at once ; and though this great error wasleft
untouched by the firlt reformers, blefled be God, the bible
is as opento us as it was to them; and by the exertion of

the'fame . judgment and {pirit, we may free chriftianity .
from the corruptions which they left adhering to it;, dnd &
then, among other excellencies of our religion, Our Lopd *

will be one and his name one. Zech. xiv. g. :

If youafk who, then, is Jefus Chrift, if he be not Godi

T anfwer, in'the words of Peter, addreffed to thie Jews, . 3
after his refurrection and afcenfion, that Fefus of Nazareth "
awas a man approvéd of God, by miracles and wonders and fignsy ¢
which God did by him, and whom God raifed from the -dead. "
Ads ii. 22. Ifyou afk what is meant by man, in this place; |

I anfwer, that man, if the word be ufed with any kind of
propriety, muft mean the fame kind of being with ‘your«
felves. I fay, moreover, with the author of the epiftle
to the Hebrews, that it Zecame him by whom are all things,
.and for-awhom arc all things, to make this great capiain of our

Jalvation in all refpeds, like unto us bis brethren, that he mxgb; o
te made perfe8 through fufferings, Heb. ii. 10. 17. and that: :
For this® .
+ reafon it was that our Saviour and deliverer was not made - §
.of the nature of an angel, or like any fuperangelic being,
but was of the feed of Abrabam, ii. 16. thatis (exclufive of *

the divinity of the Father, which refided. in bjm, and
afted by him) a mere man, as other Jews, and as we out-

he might bave a feeling of all our infirmities, iv. 13.

felves alfo are. 1+
In the ideas of Paul, both the firf! and fecond Adam (as

. Chrift, on this account, is fometimes called) were equally - |

men ; By man came death, by man alfo came the refurredion of
the dead, 1 Cor.xv. 21.
tion of a man, that is, of a perfon in all refpeés like our-

felves, we havea more /ively hope of our own refurre®ions " -

that of Chrilt being both a proof and a pattern of ours.
‘We can, therefore, more firmly believe, that decaufe be
lives, we, who are the fame that he was, and who fhall
undergo the fame change by death that he did, fball five
alfo, Johnxiv. 19. . Tx\ll

And, certainly, in the refurrec-” ||

of Chriftianity. 15

'Till this great corruption of chriftianity he removed, it

will be in vain to preach the gofpel to Jews, or Mahome-

tans, or, indeed, toany people who retain the ufe of the

reafon and underftanding that God has given them. For

how is it pollible that ¢hrce perfons, Futher, Son, and Holy

Ghoft, thould be feparately, each of them, poflefled of all di-
vine perfections, {o as to be frue, wery, and eternal God,
and yet that there fhould be but one God ; a truth which
is fo clearly and fully revealed, that it is not poffible for
men to refufe their affenttoit; or elfeit would, no doubt,
have been long ago expunged from onr creed, as utterly
irreconcileable with the more favourite doé&rine of a 7rse

xity, a term which is not to be found ‘in the feriptures.

Things abave our reafon may,. for any thing that we know
to the contrary, be true; but things exprefsly contrary to

our reafon, as that three thould be ane, -and one threé, can'- .

pever appearto us to befo. . R
With the Jews, the do&rine of the Divine Unity is, and
indeed juftly, confidered as the moft-fundamental princi-
ple of all religion. Hear O Jfracl, the Lordour Godisone Lord,
Deut. vi, 4. Mark xii. 2g. To preach the doérine of the
Trinity to the Jews, can'appearto them in no other light,
than an attempt to feduce them into ide/atry, a thing which

. they dare not entertain the molt diftant thought of.

The great creed of the Mahometans is,* that There is one
God and Mahomet is his prophet.  Now that Mahomet is not
the prophet of God, it is to be hoped they may, in time,

" be made to believe; but we mult notexpeé that they will

fo eafily give up their faithin the unity of God. To make
the gotpel what it was onginally, glad tidings of great joy ;
and as at laft it certainly will be, to all the nations of the
world; we multfree it from this moft abfurd and impious
doéirine, and alfo from many other corrupticns which
have been introduced into it. 1t can no otherwife appear
worthy of God, and favourable to the virtue and happi-
nefs of mankind. )

Left fome common objections fhould hinder the recep-
tion of the great tuth here contended for, I fhall briefly
confidsr and reply to the principal of them. It is often

C:2 faid




© 16 To the Profeffors

* prevarication, that. the: Father is the -only. true God, . Jol

" as-as much the true God ashimfelf ? Now the term:- Fih) o
" _ther being appropriated 'to what is called the fir## perfots fui.
fthc godhead.: cannot comprchend. the Son, who is called:

faid that Chrift {peaks of his humanity only, whenever ha .

reprefents himfelf as inferior to the Father, \and dependent,
upon him. But the fcriptures themfelves are far frony
furnifhing the leaft hint of any fuch method of interprata= -
tion, though, according to the Trinitarians, itis abfolutas

ly neceffary to the true underftanding of them.. -

ot
)

Befides, when it is applied to the paffages in queftion,*
it is far from making them either true in themfelves, or
agreeable to the obvious purport and defign of the places: |
in whichthey.are introduced. I fhall jult mentiona few,
Could our Lord fay with truth, and withoutdn unworth

xvii; 3. if any other perfon, notimplied in the term: Fatber

the fecond. This key, therefore, is of no fervice in'thi
dafe; 4ud oor Lord, by exprefling himfelf as he has'do|
could nét but lcad his hearers into what is called a dang
rous'miftake, . waoT iU LVl RS
Vhen our Lord faid that bis Father awas greater than b
did he make any referve, and fecretly mean, not bir evbo
/elfy but’ only part, and the inferior part of himfelf, ‘the’
. other part being equal in power and glory with the F
ther 2 How mean the prevarication, and how uaworth
of our Lord ! g
When our Lord faid that the time of the day of judgment
wasnot known to himfelf, the Son, but to the Faiber only, cbu'l
he mean that his humanity only did not know-it, bnttha
Liis divinity (wwhich is fuppofed to be intimately united with?
liis humanity) was as well acquainted with it as the i
ther himfelf? If the human natre of Chrift had bcehi
capable of having that knowledge communicated ta lt.lh
declaration would have been needlefs ; but as that was
the cafe, his hearers muft neceffarily underftand him as .
{peaking of himfelfin his higheft capacity ; as he certa W
muft do, if at'all, when he fpeaks of himfelf as.the §on
correfponding to the Father, . 7

of Chriftianity. 1y

If Chrift had not fatisfied the Jews that he did not mean -

to make himfelf equal with God, would they not have pro-
duced it againft him at his trial, when he was condemned

as a blafphemer, becaufe he confefled that he was the Mef-.

fiah only : and yet no Jew expeéed any thing more than a
man for their Mefliah, and our Saviourno where intimates
that they were miftaken in that espe@ation. ., It is plain

that Martha confidered our Lord as. a different petfon * |

from God, and dependent upon God, when fhe 1aid to

him, John xi. 22... 1 know that cven now, whatfoever thou .

wilt afk of God, God will give it thee. - . 7 .

Vi Of Atonsuext for Sin by the Desil o

. C'brg/{, T

.YOU have been taught by divines, thatif Chrift be not
- God, he could not have made. an infinitc fatisfadion .

for the fins of mankind. But, my brethren, where do
you learn that the pardon of fin, in a finite creature, re-
quires an infinite fatisfaction ; or, indeed, any fatisfaction
at all, befides repentance and reformation, on. the part of
a finner.  ‘We read in the feriptures that: we . are juflified
Sreely by the grace of God, Rom. iii. 34. but whatfree grace,
ormercy, does there appear 1o have been in God, if Chrift
gave a full price for our juftification, and bore the infinite
weight of divine wrath onour account. 'We are commaa-

-ded to forgive others, as we ourfelves /mﬁfrto be forgiven, Matt.

vil. 14. and to be merciful, asour. Fatber, whois'in heaven, is
merciful.  But furely we are not thereby authorized to in-
fit upon any atonement, or fatisfaction, before we give up
our refentment towards an offending and penitent brother.
Indeed, how could it deferve the name of forgivenefs if we
did? If he only repent, we are commanded to forgive him,
Luke xvil. 4. : . :

You read in the fcriptures that Chrilt died a facrificc for
our fins, Heb. ix. 26. :So he did, and a facrifice it was,
of a fweet finclling fuvour to God. To die, as Chrift did,

- C3 did,

3 5 > Ehed i
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in the glorious caufe of truth and virtuc; to die, as he.
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Religion and Slavery
Robert E. Conrad, /n the Hands of Strangers. Readings on Foreign and Domestic

Slave Trading and the Crisis of the Union (Penn State Press, 2001)

Docs on America, England, Brazil illegal trade

Sue Peabody and Keila Grinberg, Slavery, Freedom, and the Law in the Atlantic
World: A Brief History with Documents (Bedford / St. Martin’s, 2007).

Haitian constitution of 1806

the U.S. Act to Prohibit the Importation of Slaves (1807)

the Peruvian “free womb” law 1821

Mexico’s abolition law of 1829

Brazil’s Aurea Law

Mason I. Lowance, ed., 4 House Divided: The Antebellum Slavery Debates in
America, 1776-1865 (Princeton University Press, 2003), pp. 51-87.

Thornton Stringfellow
Reverend Frederick Ross
Alexander McCaine
McLeod

Weld



Clarke
Owen, A House Divided, 88-115.

Rev. Frederick A. Ross, Slavery Ordained by God (1859), excerpted in Conrad, /n
the Hands of Strangers, 373-380.

George Cheever, God Against Slavery (1857) on-line at

http://medicolegal.tripod.com/cheevergvs.htm.

Weld’s writings may also be accessed at

http://medicolegal.tripod.com/weldbas.htm.

Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American
Slave, Written by Himself, Benjamin Quarles, ed. (Cambridge: Belknap/Harvard
University Press, 1988), 97-105.

Douglass, My Bondage and My Freedom, Phil S. Foner, ed., (New York: Dover
Publications, 1969), 233-249.

Also article on Slave Name practices

Sustained denominational connections

Conrad Wright, The Beginnings of Unitarianism in America (Boston: Harvard
University Press, 1955) and the Preface to Conrad E. Wright, American
Unitarianism, 1805-1865 (Boston: Northeastern University Press, 1989; for the
English roots and legacy in America, see J.D. Bowers, Joseph Priestley and
English Unitarianism in America (State College: Penn State University Press,

2007).



Thomas Belsham, Memoirs of the Late Rev. Theophilus Lindsey...[with] a
general view of the progress of the Unitarian Doctrine in England and America
(London: J. Johsnon, 1812), 209-212.

William Ellery Channing, “Unitarian Christianity,” 1819 (also known as the

“Baltimore Sermon”) and many other writings of Channing at:

http://www.americanunitarian.org/channing.htm

Encyclical of Pope Leo XIII, Testem Benevolentiae Nostrae, Papal Encyclicals

Online, http://www.papalencyclicals.net/Leo] 3/113teste.htm.

William Brownlow, Americanism Contrasted with Foreignism, Romanism, and

Bogus Democracy 5-8; at the Making of America / University of Michigan Digital

Library Text Collections website: http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moagrp/

Lucian Johnston, The Catholic World, “Americanism vs. Ultramontanism,” 731-
743; at the Making of America / University of Michigan Digital Library Text

Collections website: http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moagrp/.

Peter Guilday, The Life and Times of John England, 2 vols. (New York, 1927),
vol. 1, pp. 356-57 and J.T. Ellis, ed., Documents of American Catholic History
(Milwaukee: Bruce Publishing co., 1956), pp. 219-221.

Pius VII, his brief Non Sine Magno,
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