
Park Rapids Area School Board 

Working Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday June 3rd, 2025 

7:30 AM 

Park Rapids School Board Room   

 

Chairperson Safratowich called the Meeting to order. Members present and order to vote was 

Morgan, Diekmann, Hoyt, Pike, Kocka & Safratowich. Principals Jeff Johnson & Mike LeMeir 

were present, as were Business Manager Kent Fritze, Superintendent Lance Bagstad along with 

staff and community members. 

 

RECITED the Pledge of Allegiance 

 

APPROVED Agenda and Addendums as presented. Kocka/Diekmann 

 

RECOGNIZED Middle School Statewide Honor Band Students – Austin Miller, Ryan Cook & 

Elsie Forbes 

 

RECOGNIZED State Speech participant – Elsie Forbes 

 

HEARD Project309 Update -ICS 

 

APPROVED Consent Items as follows: Morgan/Kocka 

a. Approve Minutes of the May 19, 2025 Regular Board Meeting 

b. Approve donations made to the Park Rapids School District 

c. Approve Purchase of Service for Extended School Year Special Education Teacher 

d. Approve increasing Elementary custodial position from 6 hours per day to 8 hours per day 

e. Approve Resignation – Emily Franz, Long Term Substitute Teacher 

f. Approve Resignation – Teresa Rockensock, Speech Language Pathologist Assistant 

g. Approve Resignation – Peter Franz, Elementary Teacher 

h. Approve Resignation – Lexi Franz, Elementary Teacher 

i. Approve Resignation – Sara Ricke, Century School Special Education Teacher 

j. Approve Resignation – Brooke Ylitalo, Paraprofessional 

k. Approve Resignation – Scott Bedell, Bus Driver 

l. Approve Resignation – Jack Moses, Esports Coach 

a. Approve Resignation – Katie Eischens, Assistant Gymnastics Coach 

b. Approve Posting Speech language Pathologist Long term substitute position  

 

HEARD Old Business: 

a. Out of State Permissions - Routine visits to nearby out-of-state communities such as Fargo, 

Grand Forks, or Wahpeton, cities with strong regional ties to our state, do not require formal 

school board approval due to their proximity and established relationships with our district. 

Out-of-state travel to destinations within approximately 20–30 miles of the state border is 

considered reasonable and does not require prior board approval. However, out-of-state trips 

involving greater distances, extended travel, or participation in national level events must 

receive formal approval from the school board. Kocka/Morgan 

 

HEARD New Business:  

a. Approve Retirement – Kerry Johnson – With regret and thanks for her 33 Years of Service to 

the Park Rapids School District Diekmann/Hoyt 



 

HEARD Donations Received and Appreciated 

TO  FROM             AMOUNT/ITEM 
Park Rapids Community Education            Emma Vrieze, Miss Glacial Waters       $430 Swimming Lessons Scholarships 

Park Rapids Schools             Bemidji Symphony Orchestra          $1090 Transportation costs 

Park Rapids Schools/L. Henderson       Itasca Mantrap Round Up Grant    $500 

Park Rapids Schools/Kristen Johnson  Itasca Mantrap Round Up Grant    $500 

Park Rapids Schools/N. Johnson           Itasca Mantrap Round Up Grant    $900  

 

HEARD Monthly Board Committee Reports- Met with ED MN for negotiations and will meeting 

with AFSCME in July for negotiations. 

 

ADJOURN at 7:58am Morgan/Kocka 


