Stafford Middle School
Honors English 8
Summer Reading Assignment

This summer, you will choose one of the novels listed below to read and complete a two-part assignment for the
2025 first six weeks of eighth grade. Please make sure to review all parts of the assignment before you start
reading so you’ll know what to look for as you go.

e Ghost by Jason Reynolds
e The Outsiders by S.E Hinton
e Homecoming by Cynthia Voight

We recommend purchasing your own copy of the book (from places like Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Half Price
Books, or other booksellers) so you can highlight or take notes as you read. If that’s not possible, feel free to
borrow a copy from your local public library, such as the Houston Public Library or Home | Fort Bend County
Libraries to check out a copy.

Part 1: Minor Assignments — Due Monday, August 18, 2025

1. Novel Menu Worksheet
a. Choose one chapter from your book and complete the Novel Menu Worksheet for that chapter.
Use the attached template.
2. Dialectical Journal
a. Complete a journal with at least 5 entries (rows). Use the attached template.

Both assignments must be completed and submitted together by August 18.
Part 2: Major Assignment — Due Monday, August 25, 2025

Choose ONE of the following project options to showcase your understanding of the novel:

e Create a video review of the book.
e Turn the book into a graphic novel or comic book.
e lllustrate 5 key scenes or characters from the book

If you have any questions, you may contact Ms. Williams Gabrielle.Williams@staffordmsd.org. Please include
your first and last name in your email and put “Honors English 8 Summer Reading Assignment Question” in the
subject line.



https://houstonlibrary.org/
https://houstonlibrary.org/
https://www.fortbendlibraries.gov/
https://www.fortbendlibraries.gov/
https://www.fortbendlibraries.gov/
https://www.fortbendlibraries.gov/
mailto:Gabrielle.Williams@staffordmsd.org
mailto:Gabrielle.Williams@staffordmsd.org

Part 1:

1. Dialectical Journal
Directions: You will fill out 5 rows for your chosen novel. Make sure that you use complete sentences
when writing your response. If your penmanship is poor, feel free to input your information
electronically.
In the first column: Write down a direct quote from the text.
In the second column: cite the page
In the third column: Explain why you selected this quotation. Why is the quotation significant? What do
you find confusing? What are your thoughts?
Dialectical Journal Directions (video link)
Dialectical Journal

2. [ Novel Menu Worksheet

b. Choose one chapter from your book and complete the Novel Menu Worksheet for that chapter.
Use the attached template.

ComicStripRubric



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wl08hCQLXsc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wl08hCQLXsc
https://staffordmsd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/gabrielle_williams_staffordmsd_org/EUK1D-LLu4ZHjGGZ_FeEphQBwiHOlXeIaIu4--jT8TBwwg?e=IpqJHe
https://staffordmsd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/gabrielle_williams_staffordmsd_org/EUK1D-LLu4ZHjGGZ_FeEphQBwiHOlXeIaIu4--jT8TBwwg?e=IpqJHe
https://staffordmsd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/gabrielle_williams_staffordmsd_org/EXWFyM8CaWhNr4FD3xWKXkEBNAfDrLeCntI-Jb44FrD7zg?e=STprSk
https://staffordmsd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/gabrielle_williams_staffordmsd_org/EXWFyM8CaWhNr4FD3xWKXkEBNAfDrLeCntI-Jb44FrD7zg?e=STprSk

Part 2:

Choose ONE of the following project options to showcase your understanding of the novel:

e Turn the book into a graphic novel or comic book.
e [lllustrate 5 key scenes or characters from the book

Using the comic-strip-planningsheet to get started and following the ComicStripRubric

Or Create a video review of the book.

8" Grade Video Book Review Rubric: Summer Reading Project
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