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48205. (a) Notwithstanding Section 48200, a pupil shall be excused from school
when the absence is:

(1) Due to the pupil’s illness, including an absence for the benefit of the pupil’s
mental or behavioral health.

(2) Due to quarantine under the direction of a county or city health officer.

(3) For the purpose of having medical, dental, optometrical, or chiropractic services
rendered.

(4) For the purpose of attending the funeral services or grieving the death of either
a member of the pupil’s immediate family, or of a person that is determined by the
pupil’s parent or guardian to be in such close association with the pupil as to be
considered the pupil’s immediate family, so long as the absence is not more than five
days per incident.

(5) For the purpose of jury duty in the manner provided for by law.

(6) Due to the illness or medical appointment during school hours of a child of
whom the pupil is the custodial parent, including absences to care for a sick child,
for which the school shall not require a note from a doctor.

(7) For justifiable personal reasons, including, but not limited to, an attendance or
appearance in court, attendance at a funeral service, observance of a holiday or
ceremony of the pupil’s religion, attendance at a religious retreat, attendance at an
employment conference, or attendance at an educational conference on the legislative
or judicial process offered by a nonprofit organization, when the pupil’s absence is
requested in writing by the parent or guardian and approved by the principal or a
designated representative pursuant to uniform standards established by the governing
board of the school district.

(8) For the purpose of serving as a member of a precinct board for an election
pursuant to Section 12302 of the Elections Code.

(9) For the purpose of spending time with a member of the pupil’s immediate
family who is an active duty member of the uniformed services, as defined in Section
49701, and has been called to duty for, is on leave from, or has immediately returned
from, deployment to a combat zone or combat support position. Absences granted
pursuant to this paragraph shall be granted for a period of time to be determined at
the discretion of the superintendent of the school district.

(10) For the purpose of attending the pupil’s naturalization ceremony to become
a United States citizen.

(11) For the purpose of participating in a cultural ceremony or event.



(12) (A) For the purpose of a middle school or high school pupil engaging in a
civic or political event, as provided in subparagraph (B), provided that the pupil
notifies the school ahead of the absence.

(B) (i) A middle school or high school pupil who is absent pursuant to subparagraph
(A) is required to be excused for only one schoolday-long absence per school year.

(i) A middle school or high school pupil who is absent pursuant to subparagraph
(A) may be permitted additional excused absences in the discretion of a school
administrator, as described in subdivision (c) of Section 48260.

(13) (A) For any of the purposes described in clauses (i) to (iii), inclusive, if an
immediate family member of the pupil, or a person that is determined by the pupil’s
parent or guardian to be in such close association with the pupil as to be considered
the pupil’s immediate family, has died, so long as the absence is not more than three
days per incident.

(1) To access services from a victim services organization or agency.

(11) To access grief support services.

(i11) To participate in safety planning or to take other actions to increase the safety
of the pupil or an immediate family member of the pupil, or a person that is determined
by the pupil’s parent or guardian to be in such close association with the pupil as to
be considered the pupil’s immediate family, including, but not limited to, temporary
or permanent relocation.

(B) Any absences beyond three days for the reasons described in subparagraph
(A) shall be subject to the discretion of the school administrator, or their designee,
pursuant to Section 48260.

(14) Authorized at the discretion of a school administrator, as described in
subdivision (c) of Section 48260.

(b) A pupil absent from school under this section shall be allowed to complete all
assignments and tests missed during the absence that can be reasonably provided and,
upon satisfactory completion within a reasonable period of time, shall be given full
credit therefor. The teacher of the class from which a pupil is absent shall determine
which tests and assignments shall be reasonably equivalent to, but not necessarily
identical to, the tests and assignments that the pupil missed during the absence.

(¢) For purposes of this section, attendance at religious retreats shall not exceed
one schoolday per semester.

(d) Absences pursuant to this section are deemed to be absences in computing
average daily attendance and shall not generate state apportionment payments.

(e) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) A “civic or political event” includes, but is not limited to, voting, poll working,
strikes, public commenting, candidate speeches, political or civic forums, and town
halls.

(2) “Cultural” means relating to the practices, habits, beliefs, and traditions of a
certain group of people.

(3) “Immediate family” means the parent or guardian, brother or sister, grandparent,
or any other relative living in the household of the pupil.



(4) “Victim services organization or agency” has the same meaning as defined in
paragraph (7) of subdivision (g) of Section 230.1 of the Labor Code.

(Amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 846, Sec. 1.5. (AB 1503) Effective January 1, 2024.)
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48260. (a) A pupil subject to compulsory full-time education or to compulsory
continuation education who is absent from school without a valid excuse three full
days in one school year or tardy or absent for more than a 30-minute period during
the schoolday without a valid excuse on three occasions in one school year, or any
combination thereof, shall be classified as a truant and shall be reported to the
attendance supervisor or to the superintendent of the school district.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), it is the intent of the Legislature that school
districts shall not change the method of attendance accounting provided for in existing
law and shall not be required to employ period-by-period attendance accounting.

(c) For purposes of this article, a valid excuse includes, but is not limited to, the
reasons for which a pupil shall be excused from school pursuant to Sections 48205
and 48225.5 and may include other reasons that are within the discretion of school
administrators and, based on the facts of the pupil’s circumstances, are deemed to
constitute a valid excuse.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 432, Sec. 1. (AB 2616) Effective January 1, 2013.)
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48206.3. (a) A pupil with a temporary disability that makes attendance in the regular
day classes or alternative education program in which the pupil is enrolled impossible
or inadvisable shall receive either individual instruction at home provided by the
school district in which the pupil is deemed to reside, or individual instruction in a
hospital or other residential health facility, excluding state hospitals, provided by the
school district in which the hospital or other residential health facility is located.

(b) For purposes of this section and Sections 48207, 48207.3,48207.5, and 48208,
the following terms have the following meanings:

(1) “Individual instruction” means instruction provided to an individual pupil in
the pupil’s home, in a hospital or other residential health facility, excluding state
hospitals, or under other circumstances prescribed by regulations adopted for that
purpose by the state board.

(2) “Temporary disability” means a physical, mental, or emotional disability
incurred while a pupil is enrolled in regular day classes or an alternative education
program, and after which the pupil can reasonably be expected to return to regular
day classes or the alternative education program. A temporary disability shall not
include a disability for which a pupil is identified as an individual with exceptional
needs pursuant to Section 56026.

(¢) (1) For purposes of computing average daily attendance pursuant to Section
42238.05, each clock hour of teaching time devoted to individual instruction shall
count as one day of attendance.

(2) No pupil shall be credited with more than five days of attendance per calendar
week, or more than the total number of calendar days that regular classes are
maintained by the school district in any fiscal year.

(d) Notice of the availability of individual instruction shall be given pursuant to
Section 48980, and shall include information regarding a pupil’s eligibility for, and
the duration of, individual instruction.

(e) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit any rights accruing to a pupil
with a temporary disability who is also identified as an individual with exceptional
needs, as defined in Section 56026.

(Amended by Stats. 2018, Ch. 167, Sec. 1. (AB 2109) Effective January 1, 2019.)
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48260.5. Upon a pupil’s initial classification as a truant, the school district shall
notify the pupil’s parent or guardian using the most cost-effective method possible,
which may include electronic mail or a telephone call:

(a) That the pupil is truant.

(b) That the parent or guardian is obligated to compel the attendance of the pupil
at school.

(c) That parents or guardians who fail to meet this obligation may be guilty of an
infraction and subject to prosecution pursuant to Article 6 (commencing with Section
48290).

(d) That alternative educational programs are available in the school district.

(e) That the parent or guardian has the right to meet with appropriate school
personnel to discuss solutions to the pupil’s truancy.

(f) That the pupil may be subject to prosecution under Section 48264.

(g) That it is recommended that the parent or guardian accompany the pupil to
school and attend classes with the pupil for one day.

(Amended by Stats. 2022, Ch. 301, Sec. 10. (SB 1057) Effective January 1, 2023.)
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48260.6. (a) In any county which has not established a county school attendance
review board pursuant to Section 48321, the school district may notify the district
attorney or the probation officer, or both, of the county in which the school district
is located, by first-class mail or other reasonable means, of the following if the district
attorney or the probation officer has elected to participate in the truancy mediation
program described in subdivision (d):

(1) The name of each pupil who has been classified as a truant.

(2) The name and address of the parent or guardian of each pupil who has been
classified as a truant.

(b) The school district may also notify the district attorney or the probation officer,
or both, as to whether the pupil continues to be classified as a truant after the parents
have been notified pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 48260.5.

(¢) In any county which has not established a county school attendance review
board, the district attorney or the probation officer of the county in which the school
district is located may notify the parents or guardians of every truant, by first-class
mail or other reasonable means, that they may be subject to prosecution pursuant to
Article 6 (commencing with Section 48290) of Chapter 2 of Part 27 for failure to
compel the attendance of the pupil at school.

(d) If the district attorney or the probation officer, or both, are notified by a school
district that a child continues to be classified as a truant after the parents or guardians
have been notified pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 48260.5, the district attorney
or the probation officer in any county which has not established a county school
attendance review board may request the parents or guardians and the child to attend
a meeting in the district attorney’s office or at the probation department pursuant to
Section 601.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code to discuss the possible legal
consequences of the child’s truancy. Notice of the meeting shall be given pursuant
to Section 601.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 1024, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 1995.)
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48261. Any pupil who has once been reported as a truant and who is again absent
from school without valid excuse one or more days, or tardy on one or more days,
shall again be reported as a truant to the attendance supervisor or the superintendent
of the district.

(Enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010.)
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48262. Any pupil is deemed an habitual truant who has been reported as a truant
three or more times per school year, provided that no pupil shall be deemed an habitual
truant unless an appropriate district officer or employee has made a conscientious
effort to hold at least one conference with a parent or guardian of the pupil and the
pupil himself, after the filing of either of the reports required by Section 48260 or
Section 48261. For purposes of this section, a conscientious effort means attempting
to communicate with the parents of the pupil at least once using the most cost-effective
method possible, which may include electronic mail or a telephone call.

(Amended by Stats. 2010, Ch. 724, Sec. 22. (AB 1610) Effective October 19, 2010.)



