
Below is a list of some of the tone words that have been used on the AP exam.  You are to write 
a definition for each word and then write an original sentence that demonstrates that tone.  
The example you use cannot contain the word.  This must be typed and turned in on the first 
day of class. You must do your own work.  There is example below.  Number your entries. 
  
 
Admiring- regarding with approval, respect, or satisfaction 
 -  

 

1. Agitated    
2. Angry  
3. Annoyed 
4. Apprehensive 
5. Authoritative 
6. Bantering 
7. Benevolent 
8. Candid 
9. Clinical 
10. Colloquial 
11. Compassionate 
12. Concerned 
13. Condescending 
14. Candid 
15. Clinical 
16. Colloquial 
17. Compassionate 
18. Condescending 
19. Confident 
20. Consoling 
21. Contemptuous 
22. Contentious 
23. Contradictory 
24. Cynical 
25.  Dejected 
26. Disgusted 
27. Detached 
28. Ecstatic 
29. Effusive 
30. Elegiac 
31. Facetious 
32. Fanciful 
33. Flippant 
34. Haughty 
35. Hopeful 
36. Humble 



37. Impartial 
38. Incisive 
39. Indignant 
40. Inflammatory 
41. Informative 
42. Insipid 
43. Insolent 
44. Ironic 
45. Irreverent 
46. Lighthearted 
47. Lugubrious 
48. Manipulative 
49. Melancholic 
50. Miserable 
51. Mock-serious 
52. Mocking 
53. Moralistic 
54. Mournful 
55. Nostalgic 
56. Passive 
57. Patronizing 
58. Pedantic 
59. Persuasive 
60. Petty 
61. Pretentious 
62. Respectful 
63. Restrained 
64. Sarcastic 
65. Sardonic 
66. Satiric 
67. Scornful 
68. Sentimental 
69. Snooty 
70. Solemn 
71. Somber 
72. Sympathetic 
73. Taunting 
74. Turgid 
75. Urbane 
76. Urgent 
77. Vibrant 
78. Whimsical 
79. Wistful 
80. Worshipful 

 
   


