SAMANTHA HARVEY

BOOKER PRIZE WINNER

Samantha Harvey, who grew up in Kent, England, and earned
degrees in philosophy and creative writing, lives what she calls a “low-
tech life.” Yet she was inspired to write ORBITAL, a novel about 6
astronauts and cosmonauts on the International Space Station, out of a
sense of awe for the ingenuity and cooperation the ISS represents.

The ISS was launched in 1998 as a collaborative low earth orbit
observation center between Europe, the United States, Russia, Canada,

and Japan, and it has been continuously manned since 2000. For

Harvey, it represents something “vigilant and devoted and democratic...

a set of collaborative values on which it has delivered.” When it is de-
orbited in 2030, it will be replaced by what Harvey describes as more
“commercially driven” privatized endeavors in space.

In ORBITAL, Harvey draws on the poetic tradition of the “literary
pastoral,” seeing the ISS as a “ship that for almost a quarter of a century
has been watching us and our acreage of cosmos with a faithful, quiet
attention, just as the shepherd in the traditional literary pastoral

watches his flock.” Read more at
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https://lithub.com/space-pastoral-finding-a-new-literary-genre-in-the-slow-death-of-the-international-space-station/
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