
June 19, 2025

Dear IDEAL Families:
It has been a pleasure partnering with you and supporting your children’s personal and
academic growth throughout the year. Each summer, the English Department assigns
meaningful reading work to keep students engaged, challenged, and prepared for the
school year ahead. This work is designed to nurture a love of reading, expand
background knowledge, and promote curiosity.

This summer, your student will be reading Who Was Maya Angelou? as part of our
Foundations High School English curriculum. This engaging and accessible biography
introduces students to Maya Angelou’s powerful life story and the ways she used her
voice to advocate for justice, creativity, and change.

To accompany their reading, students will complete a short writing assignment using the
slide deck: HS Foundations C Who Was Biography Summer Reading. This scaffolded
activity is designed to help students reflect on Maya Angelou’s childhood, achievements,
and lasting impact. The assignment supports reading comprehension, writing structure,
and personal connection—all key goals for the beginning of the school year.

Important Notes:
Students may complete the slides digitally or on paper.
Assignments should be turned in during the first week of school.
This project will help launch our first unit, which focuses on identity, storytelling,
and advocacy.

Please encourage your student to complete the reading and assignment at a steady pace
over the summer. 

Thank you for your partnership in supporting your student’s summer learning. We look
forward to an exciting year ahead!
Warmly,

Ellie Novotny
High School English Teacher
The IDEAL School of Manhattan
enovotny@theidealschool.org
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