USDA’s Competitive Food Nutrition
Standards

CEs should include information on exempt fundraisers in their local wellness
policies to ensure that students, parents, and staff understand when fundraising
exemptions apply.

Food Sold During the School Day Not Intended for Consumption in Schools
Competitive Food Nutrition Standards do not apply to fundraising activities that
include the ordering and distribution of food and/or beverages not intended to be
consumed during the school day on the school campus. This includes ordering food
items that will be picked up a later time in the future. Typically, these food items
need further preparation before they can be served.

For Example: Cookie dough or frozen sausage.

Concession Stands or Other Events Where Food and/or beverages Are Sold During the School
Day
Foods and/or beverages sold to students at concession stands or other events must
meet the Competitive Food Nutrition Standards if the sale occurs during the school
day on the school campus as defined in this section.

CEs may find that providing training or assistance to concession operators about
acceptable products to sell to students will help to ensure that the Competitive
Food Nutrition Standards are met. See the Records Retention and the Compliance
subsections in this section for additional information related to concession
activities or other events that operate under the Competitive Food Nutrition
Standards.
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Common Nutrition Measurement Abbreviations
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See the Exceptions to the Competitive Food Nutrition Standards and the Items Exempt from Competitive Food
Nutrition Standards subsections in this section for additional information on situations, contexts, and specific
food and/or beverage items that are not subject to the Competitive Food Nutrition Standards.
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