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[he MPICS Mission

The mission of Marion P. Thomas Charter

School is to build culturally rich,
transformative educational spaces that
cultivate successful, lifelong innovators who
use their passions, character, and intellect to
better themselves, the greater Newark
community, and the world beyond.
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e Attendance
e Academic Updates
o Standards-based grading

o NJGPA Results - Class of 2026
e Highlights and Celebrations
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AT TENDANCE DATA
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Clearly and accurately “Grades are supposed to be a

communicate what students

know and can do in relation to form of communication - not

academic standards compensation, not control.”
Provide feedback to support Rick Wormeli (2018)
learning

Document student growth over
time

**Teacher, School
Administrators, and
Central Office working
together to support
the shift to SBG!




Key features of Standards—Based Grading

Focus on learning standards: All assessments are aligned to specific state or
district standards

Proficiency levels: Students are scored based upon mastery levels
Reassessment opportunities: Students are allowed and encouraged to relearn
and reassess to demonstrate growth

No averaging of grades: Most recent and/or most consistent evidence of learning
is used

Separation of academics and behavior: homework, participation, behavior,
effort, etc. are reported separate from academic mastery



Many neighboring districts throughout the State of New Jersey have fully
transitioned to or are in the process of transitioning to standards-based
grading.
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Some districts include:
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o South Orange-Maplewood School District

‘h Lessons
. NS taught, i
tickets 814 Independent pracyic,

Hamilton School District

West Orange Public Schools

Cedar Grove Public Schools

Jersey City Golden Door Charter School
Secaucus Public School District
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Progress Indicators

e Shift for K-8 Grade Levels ONLY
o Grades 6-8 will still have a

Current Grading Scale

Academic Evaluation Key Evaluation Legend
A+ - 100-95 C+-79-75 0 - Outstanding numerical grade value
A - 94-90 C-74-70 S - Satisfactory
B+ - 89-85 D - 69-65 R - Reinforcement
B - 84-80 F - 64 & Below U - Unsatisfactory
* - Improvement Needed INC - Incomplete NA - Not applicable ] SB G I‘epOI‘t CaI‘d = NGEd
M - Medical NM - No Mark

alignment with pacing guide

Progress Indicators and assessment criteria

° ' isn’
4 - Consistently Exceeds the Standard What happens lf a Standard Isn't
3 - Meets the Standard fully taught yet?
2 - Approaches the Standard
1 - Does not meet the Standard o CI-Concept Introduced
CI - Concept Introduced o NE - Not Evaluated
NE - Not Evaluated at this time




Current vs. Future

SBG st Grade - Future MPTCS
Current 1st Grade MPTCS

-
ACADEMIC GRADING SCALE & SPECIAL AREA GRADING SCALE
4 - EXEMPLARY: Student an advanced of concepts, skills, and processes | C - CONSISTENTLY
1 taught in this reporting period. U - USUALLY
3 - PROFICIENT: Student an ing of concepts, skills, and
Marking Period: I 1 2 3 4 F processes taught in this reporting period. NI - NEEDS IMPROVEMENT
g » 2 - DEVELOPING: Student is not yet consistent in demonstrating an understanding of concepts, skills,
and processes taught in this reporting
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 1 - EMERGING: Student does not demonstrate an understanding of grade level concepts, skills, and
processes taught in this reporting period.
READING
Aol h 5 ool h 5 Trimester: | 1 | 2 | 3 Trimester: | 1 [ 2 | 3
- pp es p onetic prmC|p es wnen rea |ng Mathematics Bonan Language Arts (Cont.) Bonan
v s Number Sense: Counting and Base Ten Uses text features to locate information in
- Identifies grade level sight words and vocabulary i | | I 3
Forms numbers correctly 3 3 3
= > n Writing
- Can read orally with confidence and proficiency Knows the counting sequence to 120 318 13 = ﬂ T3 5
Shows understanding of place value concepts 3 3 3 orms letiersicomecty
_ Pammpates in pI'OjECtS Operations (Addition and Subtraction) Generates writing in the current genre of study 3 3 3
Fluently add within ten 3 3 3 32;21:;)5 clear, focused, and sequential writing 3 3 3
o Compl’ehends Text Fluently subtracts within ten 3 3 El| = - —
stamina when writing 3 3 3
- Demonstrates Comprehension Uses addition and subtraction to solve word 3 3 3 Revises wiiting with purpose (i.e., to improve
problems " " 3 3 3
— clarity, to make writing more interesting)
= F’articipates in pl'OjeCtS Can use strategies to add and subtract within 20 3 3 3 Consistently uses correct capitalization and ” 4 n
Geometry punctuation in writing
i Knows and understands facts and COncepts Identifies shapes with specified attributes | 3 | 3 I 3 Phonics/Language
Measurement and Data Produces single-letter sounds fluently 3 3 3
- Geography Uses non-standard measurement tools to 3 Decodes single-syllable words 3 3 3
C I h - me?sure @e. pa.per dlips, cubes) Decodes multi-syllable words 3 3 3
- Comp etes and returns homework on time Writes and tells time to the hour and half hour 3 3 Looks at the beginning, middle, and end parts ofa | p "
Interprets data from graphs 3 3 word to decode
WRITING Identifies fractional parts (i.e., 1/2 and 1/4) 3 Uses developmental spelling 3 3 3
- s - - Can represent and interpret data from a chart 3 3 Science Bonan
- Writes in clear, concise organized language preser s - : ’ —— ’
Problem Solving and Mathematical Reasoning Participates in activities and discussions 3 3 3
- Uses standard Eng"sh convention in Writing Makes sense of word problems 3 3 3 || Asks and answers questions about a topic of study | 3 3 3
Perseveres in solving word problems 3 3 3 Can discuss 1h§ process and findings of an
- Writes for different purposes and a variety of Expresses mathematical reasoning using words, with others using content-specific 3] 3
P! 9 9 3 3 3 vocabula
audiences models, or equations Ly,
Language Arts Bonan Social Studies Bonan
Reading Participates in activities and discussions 3 3 3
Self-corrects reading errors | 3 | 3 l 3 ;Jr?gzv?ﬁ(ﬁ‘on!em—specwﬁc vocabulary in speaking 3 3 3
= = + i i 9




Kindergarten to 8th Grade will Benefits include. ..

shift to trimesters for the °
2025-2026 SY
Logistical Implications
o Revised School Calendar °
o Impacts previously
approved parent/teacher °
conference dates
o BOT approval on 6/23

Longer instructional block

(re-teaching and re-assessment)
o Approximately 60 days

Allow for flexibility in pacing and

alignment

Students have multiple

opportunities to demonstrate

mastery over time

More meaningful progress

reporting



Step 1
June 2025

Step 2
June 2025

Step 3
July 2025

Consultation
Meeting with
Realtime

Development of
SBG report card
templates

Step 4
August 2025

Goal
2025-2026 SY

Finalized Report Card
Templates

Training at Leadership
and Teacher Institute in

August 2025

Ongoing support
throughout the school
year
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Class of 2026
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NJGPA - Four Year Trend
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NJGPA - ELA Four Year Trend
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NJGPA - Math Four Year Trend

% of Students Graduation Ready
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**Surpassed state graduation
readiness of 80.7%

Did not surpass state graduation

readiness of 58.0%
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NIGPA - Four Year Trends

NJGPA Spring 2025: ELA & Math Graduation Proficiency by Raw Score
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STEAM Academy
Class of 2025
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Diving inte K-ELA
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Kindergarten NJSLS - Literacy Overview

Foundational Skills (RF) Reading Literature (RL) Reading Informational Text (RI)
e Follow print e Ask/answer questions e Identify topic/details
e  Recognize letters/sounds e  Retell stories e  Askquestions
e Decode simple words e Identify characters, setting e  Make connections

Writing (W) Speaking & Listening (SL) Language (L)

e  Use drawings/words ® Join conversations e  Age-appropriate grammar
e  Tell stories/facts e Ask/answer questions e  Explore word meanings
e Focus on topic e Describe people, places e  Apply writing conventions




Translating NJSLS for Report Cards: Reading Domain

Step 1: Start with the NJSLS Language Step 2: Combine & Simplify Skills
+ “Retell familiar stories including key details.” Group standards by theme (e.g., comprehension,
+ “Identify the main topic and key details of a text.” comparison)
L 4

“Identify characters, settings, and major events.”

¢ “Compare and contrast key details in two texts on the O Focus on what students do with texts
same topic.” ) Use consistent action verbs: retells, identifies,
compares



Diving inte K-ELA

Translating NJSLS for Report Cards: Reading Domain

Step 3: Use Student and Parent-Friendly Step 4: Align with Observable Behaviors
Language

Reword for clarity and accessibility /" Ensure report card language matches classroom
{74 “Retells stories with important details” evidence

("4 “Identifies the main idea and details” v/ Aligned with read-aloud discussions

("4 “Names characters, setting, and key events” v/ Matches independent reading tasks

("4 “Compares key details in two texts” v/ Supports formative assessment and conferencing
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Kindergarten NJSLS - Mathematics Overview

Counting and Cardinality (CC)

e Know number names and the
count sequence.

e (Count to tell the number of
objects.

e Compare numbers.

Measurement (M)

e Describe and compare
measurable attributes.

e  Work with money.

Operations and Algebraic
Thinking (0A)

e Understand addition as
putting together and adding
to, and understand
subtraction as taking apart
and taking from.

Data Literacy (DL)
e (lassify objects and count the
number of objects in
categories

Number and Operations in Base
Ten (NBT)
e  Work with numbers 11-19 to
gain foundations for place
value.

Geometry (G)

e Identify and describe shapes
(squares, circles, triangles,
rectangles, hexagons, cubes,
cones, cylinders, spheres).

e Analyze, compare, create, and
compose shapes.



Translating NJSLS for Report Cards: Mathematics Domain

Step 1: Start with the NJSLS Language

“Retell familiar stories including key details.”
“Identify the main topic and key details of a text.”
“Identify characters, settings, and major events.”

¢ “Compare and contrast key details in two texts on the
same topic.”

¢ & o

Step 2: Combine & Simplify Skills

Group standards by theme (e.g., comprehension,
comparison)

O Focus on what students must be able to do with
word, numbers, picture, objects

D) Use consistent action verbs that push students to
the actual skill that “shows the math”

1l
THE VILLAGE




1l
THE VILLAGE

Translating NJSLS for Report Cards: Mathematics Domain

Step 3: Use Student and Parent-Friendly
Language

Reword for clarity and accessibility

"4 “Counts to 100 by ones and tens.”

{74 “Counts starting from any number you know.”
“Counts up to 20 things, even in different shapes.”
‘Counts each object one time in the right order”
“Identifies with group has more, less, or the same.”
{74”Compares numbers 1-10 using number symbols.”

4
4
_‘ ‘
4

“Writes numbers 0-20, matches numbers to objects.”

Step 4: Align with Observable Behaviors

/" Ensure report card language matches classroom
evidence

A Align with Lessons taught, independent practice,
and exit tickets

M| Express what mastery is, looks like, sounds like.

M| Be measured through formative, summative and
benchmark assessment.




