
It’s often said that a school budget is more than just a financial document. It’s a blueprint
for a district’s dreams. The annual school budget is the financial expression of a district’s
educational goals and aspirations. It defines priorities, controls spending, and provides a
roadmap for delivering a high-quality education to every student.  Behind the numbers is
a collaborative effort between administrators, the Board of Education, and community
members to balance students’ needs with fiscal responsibility. The budget isn’t just
about what we spend; it’s about how wisely we invest.  A comprehensive understanding
of school finance empowers board members to make thoughtful, strategic decisions. It
allows us to weigh needs against resources, and to be stewards of taxpayer dollars while
still advancing the mission of educational excellence. As the NJSBA’s School Leader
publication reminds us, “School finance is the backbone of every effective educational
program, and a challenge for almost every board member.”

🏛 Navigating School Finance: A Challenge Worth Meeting
In New Jersey, the school finance landscape is especially complex. The state’s S2 funding
formula continues to shift aid among districts, often placing additional pressure on local
boards to find creative solutions to maintain programs while managing costs. Inflation,
rising health care premiums, and increasing transportation expenses have only added to
the burden.  Despite these challenges, the Colts Neck Board of Education is proud to have
proposed and passed a 0% tax increase for the second year in a row. This is a feat that
reflects not only prudent financial management but respect for our community’s
families. While maintaining strong programs, student support services, and academic
excellence, the board worked diligently to find savings, reallocate resources, and ensure
that every dollar has a purpose.

💡 Transparency and Collaboration Are Key
The budget process is rooted in transparency and public engagement. From salaries and
benefits to capital improvements, the New Jersey School Boards Association stresses the
critical role board members play in developing the annual budget with administration.
School board members also need to understand the components of state aid, local
revenue, and expenditures, from transportation to classroom technology.  Public
workshops, detailed presentations, and open dialogue with parents, staff, and taxpayers
are essential to building consensus and trust. The result? A budget that reflects the
community’s values and meets the needs of its students.

🎯 Looking Ahead
Our commitment to financial responsibility is ongoing. As we continue to navigate
uncertain economic terrain, the Colts Neck Board of Education remains committed in its
mission: to provide exceptional education while being mindful stewards of public funds.
We thank our residents for their support and engagement in the process. Together, we are
investing in our children, our schools, and our future without increasing the tax burden on
our community.
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Wednesday, June 4th was filled with smiles, recognition, and reason to cheer as the Colts Neck Township Board of
Education honored excellence across our district. It was truly a banner day, with achievements worthy of bragging
rights at every turn. The evening began with special congratulations to CRPS second graders selected to receive the
2025 Principal’s Award. These students stood out for their character, kindness, and leadership in the classroom, on the
playground, in the lunchroom, and throughout the school.  The celebration continued with CDMS students who earned
High Honor Roll for the third marking period, acknowledging their academic dedication and success. Recognition was
also given to CDMS students who participated in this year’s Continental Math League and American Mathematics
Competition (AMC), representing our schools with intelligence and determination. 

Following the student celebrations, the Board proudly recognized the incredible educators who help make that success
possible. The Board enthusiastically honored the Colts Neck Township Schools’ 2025 Teachers and Education Services
Professionals of the Year. These outstanding educators were celebrated for their commitment, creativity, and the
difference they make in the lives of our students. From staff to students, the June 4 Board of Education meeting was
filled with inspiration and applause. Congratulations to all who were honored. You make Colts Neck shine!

Smiles, Shoutouts, and Spotlight



Thursday, April 24 was a truly memorable evening for the Colts Neck community as we gathered to celebrate the
60th Anniversary of Cedar Drive Middle School. It was heartwarming to see so many familiar faces, students past
and present, families, alumni, educators, and community members come together to honor the legacy of this
beloved institution. The evening was a tribute to the strong traditions, academic excellence, meaningful
relationships, and deep sense of pride that have defined Cedar Drive for the past six decades. Our gratitude goes
out to the Colts Neck PTO, PBA, and the CNTEA for their generous sponsorship and support in making this
celebration possible.

Several members of the Colts Neck Board of Education, including President Angelique Volpe, Vice President Phyllis
Camera, and BOE members Kevin Walsh and Brian Scarpa, were in attendance for this commemorative
milestone proudly showing their continued support for our school community.  President Angelique Volpe
delivered a powerful message, reflecting on the school’s legacy. “Sixty years ago, these doors opened with the
dream of forging a learning environment where children could become the very best versions of themselves.
Over the past six decades, thousands of children have walked these halls, encouraged to dream big, fail bravely,
and lift others as they climb.”She continued, “As we honor sixty years of history, we also look ahead to the next
chapter. Let us recommit to nurturing both the hearts and minds of our students, to championing kindness
alongside academic rigor, modeling respect as much as innovation, and reminding every child that they belong
here, that they are valued, and that their dreams matter.”

The Board also extends gratitude to the evening’s speakers. CDMS Student Council President Lexi Candela
reflected on what Cedar Drive means to today’s students, Superintendent Dr. MaryJane Garibay spoke on the
school’s enduring legacy, and Colts Neck Mayor Tara Buss presented a formal proclamation honoring 60 years of
excellence and service. Special thanks to the CDMS Chorus and Band, led by Mrs. Hubbard and Mr. Brown, for their
inspiring performances, and to Mrs. Pavlicek for producing a moving video tribute featuring community leaders
and alumni. The Board is grateful to Principal Dr. Rigby, Vice Principal Mr. Mercer, School Counselor and CDMS
alumna Mrs. Hums, and the many volunteers whose dedication brought this celebration to life. 

Cedar Drive is more than a school. It is a cornerstone of Colts Neck. As President Angelique Volpe shared, “May
the friendships you’ve formed here be anchors in stormy seas… and the confidence you’ve gained propel you
toward unimaginable heights.” Happy 60th, Cedar Drive Middle School!  Here’s to the next chapter of learning,
growth, and community.

CELEBRATING 60 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE 

Cedar Drive Shines at 2025 Music in the Parks Festival
Cedar Drive Middle School students delivered outstanding
performances at this year’s Music in the Parks Festival held at
Hershey Park. The CDMS Jazz Band earned 2nd Place with a
Superior Rating, the Colt Band took 2nd Place with an Excellent
Rating, and the Advanced Chorus placed 3rd with an Excellent
Rating. Sixth grader Charlie Sabatino received the Outstanding
Soloist Award. Cedar Drive was also honored with the prestigious
Esprit de Corps Award, which recognizes groups that exhibit
exceptional spirit, cooperation, and respectful behavior throughout
the festival, both on and off the stage. Congratulations to all of our
talented and dedicated students for representing our school with
excellence. 



BOARDROOM LIVE:
BRINGING BOE MEETINGS

TO YOUR SCREEN

Stay informed and engaged
as all  Colts Neck BOE

meetings are livestreamed
on our official YouTube

channel
https://www.youtube.com
/@ColtsNeckBoardMeetin

gs/streams 

Simply visit to watch
discussions and decisions

in real-time from the
comfort of your home!

 

Historic Preservation Committee :  Bringing Local History to Life
In May, third graders from Conover Road Elementary School took a step back in time during a special
field trip to the historic Montrose Schoolhouse, thanks to a continued partnership between the Colts
Neck Township Schools and the Colts Neck Historic Preservation Committee. Welcomed by committee
members, students experienced a taste of 19th-century school life such as sitting at antique desks,
playing historical games like Jacob’s Ladder and Cat’s Cradle, and participating in a lively Q&A led by
Michelle Warendorf. Her engaging session highlighted the differences and similarities between
education then and now, while offering a brief history of the schoolhouse.

The Board thanks the fire police for their assistance, Principal Mr. Osmond, teachers, and the dedicated
volunteers who helped make the visit possible. A special shoutout goes to Michelle Warendorf for
organizing this enriching experience for the second year in a row. Programs like this bring history to life
and connect students to Colts Neck’s rich heritage. The Board is looking forward to continuing and
growing this tradition for years to come.

In a bold step toward increasing transparency and reinforcing the role of families in
public education, Rob Scales, current Policy Chair of the Colts Neck Board of Education,
has introduced a Parents’ Bill of Rights that reaffirms and clarifies long-standing
parental rights related to school involvement, academic transparency, and student
well-being.

As a longtime advocate for strong family-school partnerships, Scales has been a vocal
supporter of parental rights, educational excellence, and fiscal responsibility. His latest
policy initiative reflects growing concerns among Colts Neck families who want more
say in how their children are educated and how their taxpayer dollars are spent.
“Parents are not just stakeholders. They are the primary educators and protectors of
their children,” said Scales. “This bill of rights reaffirms that truth and ensures they are
fully aware of their longstanding rights to access curriculum, understand school
policies, and be involved in critical decisions affecting their children.”

Key Established Rights, Clarified and Reaffirmed through this Policy include:
Curriculum Transparency: Parents have the right to review all curriculum
materials, syllabi, reading lists, and lesson plans upon request. 
Opt-Out Provisions: Families may opt out of controversial content or programs
that conflict with their personal, religious, or moral beliefs
Health and Safety Oversight: Parents will be notified and involved in decisions
involving medical services, mental health screenings, and physical education
activities.
Freedom of Information: The policy ensures public records remain accessible in a
timely, user-friendly manner, building on existing FOIA regulations with clearer
communication.
Participation in Policy Development: The board reaffirms parents’ rights to engage
in board meetings, committees, and advisory panels. Public input, especially
through community forums and PAC recommendations, has helped guide and
refine this process.

Scales has worked closely with BOE members, the Parent Advisory Committee, and the
public on a broader vision for a student-first, parent-powered school system. Their
shared priorities include safeguarding parental rights, ensuring academic integrity,
and making fiscally responsible decisions that respect Colts Neck taxpayers. “We’re
committed to restoring trust in public education,” said Scales. “This bill gives power
back to families where it belongs. It’s not about politics, it’s about protecting kids and
keeping parents informed every step of the way.”

The proposed Parents’ Bill of Rights will be discussed at upcoming board meetings and
is already generating strong support from community members and parent advocacy
groups alike.

ROB SCALES CHAMPIONS NEW PARENTS’ BILL OF
RIGHTS IN COLTS NECK
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     Kevin Walsh brings a lifetime of public service, leadership, and community commitment to his
role on the Colts Neck Board of Education. Kevin began serving others early as a volunteer EMT
and firefighter in Lacey Township. After earning his degree from Davenport University, he worked
as a paramedic in Toms River before joining the Colts Neck Police Department, where he served
for over 25 years. His roles included Juvenile Officer, DARE Officer, School Liaison, and Community
Services Sergeant. After retiring, he returned to the school setting as one of Colts Neck’s first
School Law Enforcement Officers at Cedar Drive Middle School. He currently works as Director of
Security for the Trump Organization and is a proud Colts Neck parent with a daughter at CDMS.
     Kevin’s commitment to service is rooted in deep personal values. The son of an immigrant
father who, through hard work and with the support of a devoted mother, gave Kevin the
foundation to achieve the American dream, he now considers it a privilege to give back to the
country and community that have given so much to his family. He and his wife Angelique, who is
the President of the Colts Neck Board of Education, proudly serve the families of Colts Neck
Township together.
     On the Board of Education, Kevin serves as Liaison to the Senior Community, Chair of the
Buildings and Grounds Committee, serves on the Finance Committee, and sits on the Ad-Hoc
Committee for Affordable Housing. He is leading efforts on the district’s Energy Savings
Improvement Plan (ESIP), negotiating cost savings and overseeing infrastructure upgrades,
including HVAC work, solar analysis, roofing schematics, and more. With a strong background in
safety and fiscal oversight, Kevin continues to support secure, efficient, and student-focused
schools in Colts Neck.

SPOTLIGHT ON SERVICE: KEVIN WALSH BRINGS EXPERIENCE, SAFETY, AND STEWARDSHIP 

Colts Neck Police Go Social 
The Colts Neck Police Department is now on Facebook! The new page
provides a direct line of communication to residents, sharing timely
updates, community outreach efforts, and important safety tips. Be
sure to follow and stay connected with our local officers.

One of their latest updates highlights an exciting opportunity for students:
registration for the Colts Neck Police Youth Academy, which closed on May 9, 2025.  
This unique program offers young residents a hands-on experience in law
enforcement and community service. 

In addition, the department recently posted a reminder about electric bicycle (e-
bike) safety, an especially important topic for our students. As more students use e-
bikes for transportation, the Colts Neck Police Traffic Safety Bureau urges all
motorists to stay alert and share the road responsibly. E-bike users and parents are
encouraged to review safety guidelines provided here. Thank you to the Colts Neck
Police Department for your continued dedication to the safety and education of our
students and families. Stay safe and enjoy the season!



Colts Neck Schools proudly recognized Mental Health Awareness Month with a variety of engaging activities that
supported student and staff wellness. From wearing green and blue for awareness and spirit days to a district-
wide Steps Challenge, the focus was on promoting mindfulness, movement, and gratitude.

Students enjoyed yoga, guided meditation, mindful coloring, and activities like flower breathing and nature walks.
Special events included Mix It Up Day, a Healthy Lunch Challenge, and a Walkathon on the Conover Road Campus.
Staff were treated to a Wellness Cart with iced coffee, fruit-infused water, and healthy snacks.

These activities reflect our district’s ongoing commitment to supporting mental health and fostering a positive,
inclusive school environment for all.

May was Mental Health Awareness Month!

CDMS Art Show Celebrates Student Creativity
Artwork from Cedar Drive Middle School’s talented student
artists was proudly showcased at May 28th CDMS Art Show.
Congratulations to all students for creating such impressive
and creative pieces. A special thank you to Mr. Ryan Walker,
CDMS Art Teacher, for guiding and inspiring our students as
they develop their artistic talents.

Board of Education Honors Spring Musical Casts and Crews
On Wednesday, May 21, the Colts Neck Township Board of Education proudly recognized the casts,
stage crews, and staff advisors of this year’s spring musicals, Annie Kids and Matilda Jr. This
celebration is part of the Board’s ongoing commitment to recognizing and celebrating diverse
forms of achievement, including academic performance, interpersonal growth, artistic and athletic
success, and meaningful contributions to the school community and culture. Congratulations to all
who brought these productions to life.



Subs 'N Sounds Hits All the Right Notes
The Wednesday June 12, 2025 Subs 'N Sounds Spring Band Concert at Colts Neck High School was
nothing short of sensational. This annual tradition brought the Colts Neck community together
for an evening filled with incredible music and well-earned applause, all served up with a side of
subs and school spirit.

The concert featured a wide range of performances by our talented student musicians,
including the Jazz Ensemble, 6th Grade Band, Colt Band, 7th and 8th Grade Band, and the 8th
Grade Band. The event also gave a warm welcome to the incoming 5th Grade Band members
who joined the celebration with excitement and energy. To top it off, the audience was treated to
a special performance by the Colts Neck High School Band, which included many CDMS Band
alumni returning to their musical roots.

A big thank you goes out to Mr. Jeff Brown, the CDMS Instrumental Music Director, and Mrs.
Cheryl Chandler, the CRES Band Director, for their leadership and dedication in creating such a
meaningful and memorable event. From Conover Primary to Colts Neck High, Subs 'N Sounds is a
tradition that showcases the incredible musical talent nurtured in our schools and highlights the
lasting impact of a strong music education program. Kudos to all of the performers and
directors for another fantastic concert that hit all the right notes.



On the evening of June 5, 2025, Conover
Road Primary School was transformed into a
vibrant celebration of creativity and
expression during its much anticipated
Night of the Arts. Families, friends, and staff
gathered to witness the incredible talents of
young singers and artists. From colorful
artwork to joyful musical performances,
every corner of CRPS was filled with energy
and imagination.

The Board thanks the students for their
dedication and effort in preparing for this
fabulous event. Their hard work and
creativity were evident in every note sung
and every brushstroke on display. A special
congratulations goes out to Ms. Lindsay
Spitzer, CRPS Music Teacher, and Mrs. Linda
Weigel, CRPS Art Teacher. Their passion for
the arts and ability to inspire and engage
their students are what make nights like
these possible. Thanks to their guidance, the
fine and performing arts continue to thrive in
our schools, giving each of our students the
opportunity to shine. The Colts Neck BOE is
proud to support arts education and
celebrate the unique and magical gifts of
every child. 

A Picture-Perfect Performance: CRPS
Shines at A Wonderful Night of the Arts

CRPS & CRES Field Day Fun! 🌞🎉
CRPS students had a blast at their backyard-
themed Field Day, thanks to the creative
planning of PE teachers Mrs. Tym and Mr.
Baiata, along with the amazing support of our
PTO, staff, and volunteers. Meanwhile, on
Friday, June 6th, CRES students enjoyed a
Wild West-themed Field Day full of fun,
games, and cowboy spirit. A big thank you to
the CRES PE teachers, Mrs. Spock and Ms.
Diorio. A round of applause goes to everyone
who helped make both events unforgettable
celebrations to close out the school year.



The Board of Education continued its recognition
and celebration of April as the Month of the Military
Child at its April 23rd Board of Education meeting by
featuring the Matthews family, one of the many
military-affiliated families in Colts Neck. The
Matthews family was invited by the Board to lead
The Pledge of Allegiance that night, and reminded
us all of the strength, resilience, and patriotism that
military families, especially their children,
demonstrate every day.

The Month of the Military Child is a time to honor the
sacrifices and unique challenges faced by children
in military families. Thank you again to the Matthews
family for helping us highlight this important
recognition in such a powerful way.  Let’s continue to
show our support for all the brave families in our
community. 💜

🇺🇸 Proud to Pledge: Honoring Our Military Children 🇺🇸

📚 SIZZLING INTO SUCCESS: 2025 Summer
Assignments Are Here! ☀️

The Colts Neck School District is turning up the heat
on academic excellence! The 2025 Summer Work for
students is available on the district website.

Why Summer Work?
According to Dr. Erica Reynolds, Director of
Curriculum & Instruction, the goal is to help students
build responsibility, sharpen time management, and
stay academically prepared for a strong start to the
new school year. Have questions? Reach out to Dr.
Reynolds at 📧 reynolds@coltsneckschools.org

📘 Assignment Overview:
Grades K–5: Summer assignments are optional —

great opportunities for continued learning at your
own pace!

Grades 6–8 Math: Also optional, but a helpful
refresher to stay math-ready!

Grades 6–8 Language Arts: Required and due Friday,
September 5, 2025

Students should plan accordingly and use their
summer to stay on track with reading and writing
expectations. Let’s make this summer count!  Stay
engaged, stay curious, and keep those learning skills
sharp! 



🎭🎶🎨 Celebrating Student Talent in Colts Neck! 🎉

Colts Neck Township Schools were buzzing with energy this spring as students across all grade levels
showcased their creativity, talent, curiosity, and compassion through a variety of enriching  experiences.

From concerts and author visits to science expos and musical collaborations, our district continues to
shine. Here's a roundup of some of this season’s memorable events:

 April 2 🎨 CRPS Welcomes VIP Alumnus Illustrator Ethan Lenza 
CRPS had the honor of welcoming back Ethan Lenza, a talented illustrator and former student, who
inspired students by sharing his artistic journey and his experience with autism. First graders were
treated to a directed drawing activity, walking away feeling empowered and excited about creative

possibilities!
April 29🎤 CDMS Spring Concert 

6th Grade Chorus & Advanced Chorus, under the direction of Mrs. Krystyna Hubbard, delivered a
spectacular Spring Concert that left the audience in awe. Congratulations to all our COLTS who sang

their hearts out and made it a night to remember!
May 1 🔬 CRES 5th Grade Science Expo 

Our budding scientists wowed the community with creative experiments and thoughtful displays.
Special thanks to Mrs. Auletta for leading this exciting event and to all the families who came to support

our student researchers.
May 1 📚 Author Visit with Audrey Vernick 

CRPS students welcomed Children’s Author Audrey Vernick, who shared her perseverance through 27
rejections before her first book was published, reminding students to stay determined and resilient in

their own writing journeys.
 May 13 🥎 CRES vs. Colts Neck PBA Kickball Game 

The 5th grade students teamed up for a friendly and fun kickball game with the Colts Neck PBA and
CRES staff. Laughter, teamwork, and community spirit were on full display—thank you to all who

participated and made it happen!
 May 29 🥣 CRPS Cereal Box Domino Challenge 

In support of Fulfill and fighting hunger in Monmouth County, CRPS held a creative and impactful Cereal
Box Domino Challenge. Congratulations to Miss Bonner and Miss Piccinich/Mrs. Spader’s classes for top

submissions and to all who contributed to this worthy cause!
May 30🎤 "The Really Big Shoe 17" 

CRES 5th Graders wowed us during their annual Talent Show, where students lit up the stage with
performances that celebrated their unique skills and passions.  

  June 3 🎶 AYV Concert at Prudential Center 
69 CDMS & CRES student singers joined voices with thousands at the American Youth Voices concert at

the Prudential Center. Special thanks to Mrs. Hubbard, Mr. Willis, our chaperones, and families for
making this unforgettable experience possible. Music truly unites us all!

June 🕊️ 7th Grade Holocaust Learning Experience 
Our 7th Grade Social Studies teachers partnered with CHHANGE (The Center for Holocaust, Human

Rights & Genocide Education) to bring the Suitcase Mobile Museum to CDMS. Students engaged with
real artifacts, letters, and personal stories of 11 Holocaust survivors, followed by a meaningful luncheon
with survivors and their families. BOE member Sara Horowitz attended the Holocaust Survivor Luncheon

on June 4 . Thanks to Dale Daniels, Susan Yelin, our 7th grade teachers, Dr. Rigby, and especially to the
survivors and their families for sharing their powerful stories and life lessons with our students.    

th



June 17 🎓 Kindergarten Graduation at CRPS  
 It’s official!  Conover Road Primary School Kindergarteners are ready for 1st Grade! Thank you to

everyone who joined for this special Kindergarten Graduation. Much appreciation to the amazing CRPS
Kindergarten Teachers, Assistants, Support Staff, Ms. Spitzer, Mrs. Barr, and Mrs. Milano for creating
such a joyful program for students and families.  Congratulations CRPS Kindergarten Class of 2025! 

June 18 👏 8th Grade Clap Out Walk 
 And the end-of-year traditions continue! The graduating 8th graders walked the halls of all three

schools during the Annual Clap Out Walk. They were greeted with cheers and well-wishes from students
and staff across the district.  What a memorable way to celebrate their journey through Colts Neck

Township Schools!
 

The Board is so proud of the hard work and heart our students, teachers, and families bring to every
event. These opportunities go beyond the classroom, nurturing creativity, critical thinking, empathy,

and joy.  Keep reaching, learning, and growing; on stage, in the lab, on the field, and beyond! 



On June 18, Cedar Drive Middle School celebrated the graduation of the Class of 2025. Families,
staff, and students gathered to honor this special milestone. The ceremony featured student
speeches, awards presented by staff and community organizations, a performance by the 8th
Grade Chorus, and plenty of proud moments. Board of Education President Angelique Volpe
reflected on the students’ journey, starting all the way back in kindergarten: "Your parents bravely
pulled up to Conover Road Primary School, hearts full and eyes teary, ready to say goodbye, for
just a few hours." She recalled the friendships, learning, and growth that defined their years in Colts
Neck. "You faced new challenges, embraced more responsibilities, and grew in ways you didn’t
even realize at the time... And now, here we are. Today marks the culmination of years of hard
work, growth, and determination. This is your moment, graduation day...No matter where life takes
you, know that Colts Neck will always be a part of you. It is the foundation of your journey and the
home of your earliest dreams, achievements, and friendships." To the Class of 2025, the Board is
proud of all you’ve accomplished and excited for all that lies ahead. Congratulations, CDMS
graduates! The future is bright. 


