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The Form of 2017 throw t

Prize Day is a final farewell
to our Sixth Formers: a mo-
mentous occasion filled with
bittersweet tears as boater
hats go off and our seniors
graduate, commencing a
new chapter in their lives.
It has always been a distin-
guished honor to be named a

PRIZE DAY

HATS OFF TO THE FORM OF 2019

By EVAN CHEIGH 22

eir boater hats after graduating.

commencement speaker; this
year, that honor is bestowed
upon Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein
and Edward Cho ’19.

Mr. Zeid, father of
Ra’ad Zeid ’19, was a Jor-
danian diplomat who served
in a number of positions for
both Jordan and the United

Nations. He was Jordan’s
Deputy Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN from
1996 to 2000 and then its Per-
manent Representative from
2000 to 2007. Subsequently,
Mr. Zeid was appointed as
the Ambassador of Jordan to
the United States, serving for

three years. After returning
to his UN post as Jordan’s
Permanent  Representative
from 2010 to 2014, Mr. Zeid
was appointed by former
Secretary-General  Ban-Ki
Moon as the United Nations
High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights. Following his
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stint as High Commissioner,
Mr. Zeid has since taken a
hiatus from diplomacy and is
now a Distinguished Global
Leader In-Residence at the
University of Pennsylvania,
where he facilitates research

Continued on Page 4

Groton Teams Take on

This spring, three Groton
School teams competed in
championships. All these
teams worked hard through-
out the season in hopes of
winning a championship.

Groton’s boys varsi-
ty tennis team (BVT) had a
wonderful season this year
despite two heartbreaking
losses competing for the In-
dependent School League
(ISL) and New England ti-
tles. The team had a strong
lineup, including freshmen
Jared Gura and Ben Jones
’22, who won tough match-
es at the New England
semi-finals against Phillips
Andover Academy.

Although the team’s
number two player and cur-
rent co-captain, Andrew
Yang ’19, succumbed to a
knee injury during his Quar-
ter-Final match at the New
England  championships,
the boys successfully defeat-
ed Andover, the reigning
Class A champions whom
they had lost to the previous
year. In the finals, however,
Brunswick School’s stellar
performance resulted in a
4-1 defeat for BVT.

While Groton’s
tennis team may have been
defeated this year, the team
is ready to bounce back

from their loss. Matt Kan-
del ’20, the current number
one player on the team and
next year’s co-captain, said,
“Although the season ended
with some disappointment,
BVT is a team of brothers
that stick together no matter
what, this year and for all the
years to come.”

Like their male coun-
terparts, Groton’s girls varsi-
ty tennis team also had a suc-
cessful season, finishing with
a 9-4 record. At the New
England championships, the
girls made the top eight teams
but could not advance to the
second round, losing to An-
dover, the eventual champi-
on. Captain Marianne Lu '19
said, “I thought we played re-
ally well, especially doubles.
The team took [the loss] real-
ly well and... we were proud
of the way we played.”

Groton’s girls varsity
crew team also had a very
strong season. Their second,
third, and fourth boats went
undefeated for the entire
month of April, and the first
boat did very well compet-
ing in tight races all season
long. The team was enthu-
siastic for the New England
Interscholastic Rowing As-
sociation ~ Championships
(NEIRAs) and has worked

By TYLER ISBERG 22
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Girls fourth boat after wiﬁning bronze at NEIRAs.

extremely hard all season
just for this race. The team’s
mindset going into NEIRAs
was to put up their best fight
for the final races of the sea-
son. Their hard work paid
off, as three of the four boats
made grand finals and the
team placed fourth overall.
The Girls’ fourth boat won
a medal, finishing third out
of twelve. Meanwhile, girls
second and first boats both
finished fourth out of eigh-
teen. The seniors have been
very valuable and put a lot of

work into finishing off their
final season. “We really dug
in this season and had great
attitudes in any boat, on any
day, at any time,” said Mi-
kayla Murrin '21. After a
successful spring season, the
team is excited to row again
next spring.

Groton’s Boys Varsi-
ty Crew team had a season
of ups and downs but still
had an overall successful
season. The team had lots
of lineup changes through-
out the season but were still

England
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hoping to reach the finals
of NEIRASs this year. At the
championship, three of the
four boats made grand finals,
while first boat qualified for
petite finals. The fourth boat
finished fifth overall, while
third finished sixth and sec-
ond finished fourth. As a
team, Groton Boys Crew
placed fifth, thanks to the
strong showing by boats two,

Continued on Page 7
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Opinions

As the name suggests, Prize
Day encompasses the Groto-
nian tradition of distributing
awards to exceptional stu-
dents. On Prize Day last year,
49 awards were presented: 44
to upper schoolers, but just
five to lower schoolers. Fur-
thermore, nearly half of the
upper school awards were
given to seniors. Though on
first glance this system may
seem skewed, there are many
justifications for this dispar-
ity in the number of prizes
available to upper and lower
school students.

For instance, the pur-
pose of Prize Day is to hon-
or the graduating class and
recognize the work they have
done for the School as well
as their personal accomplish-
ments. Awarding them priz-
es is a concrete way to com-
memorate all that they have
contributed to the Circle. Ad-
ditionally, the large number
of potential prizes serves as
a way to thank them for their
special positions and the ma-
turity they have displayed.
Zoe Park ’21 commented
that “seniors have earned
these extra prizes because
they have been here longer
and done more.”

Furthermore, be-
cause these seniors have as-
sumed leadership positions
and have usually spent more
time at Groton than lower
forms, Prize Day is an op-
portunity to recognize their
immense body of work and

Justice for Lower Schoolers!

the change they have ignited
on campus. The increased
amount of prizes available is
just in keeping with the fact
that the roles the seniors as-
sume throughout different
organizations, clubs, and
dorms are often more influ-
ential than those which any
other students do. However,
with this argument, there
are those who believe that

“49 awards were
presented: 44 to
upper schoolers,
but just five to
lower schoolers.”

the disparity in the number
of prizes devoted to upper
schoolers on Prize Day di-
minishes the work of lower
schoolers. Being a third for-
mer last year though, I can
confirm that the increased
amount of prize awarded to
upper schoolers never per-
turbed us nor did we perceive
it to diminish our work or
imply a lesser degree of im-
portance of our character.
Moreover, Groton’s
upper school is much larger
than their lower school. Cur-
rently, the upper school has
278 students, over two and a
half times the size of lower
school, which has only 103.
While this size difference is
one thing which accounts for

By LEAH POTHEL 21

the disparity in the number
of prizes, the maintenance
of tradition is another. As the
school was founded in 1884,
its walls are steeped with
traditions, one of them be-
ing that all seniors are given
prefect positions. This lead-
ership position is tradition-
al and along with it, comes
the idea that these prefects
should and have always been
rewarded for their work, es-
pecially on Prize Day, their
day of recognition.

At Groton, there is
often a fair amount of discus-
sion among the students and
faculty regarding the hierar-
chy of forms. While mostly
subtle and student-enforced,
some of the manifestations
of hierarchy can be seen dai-

ly with ideas such as 6-5-4.
However, one could argue
that there are some more for-
malized manifestations of
hierarchy which can be seen
in school-sanctioned events
such as Prize Day. However,
even though there are more
prizes available to the sixth
formers, as with the idea
of hierarchy, everyone will

“The lower school-
ers will get their
turn.”

eventually reap the benefits.
According to Claire Holding
21, “The lower schoolers
will get their turn.”

In the end, not only

does a greater number of
prizes for the upper school-
ers and especially seniors al-
low the community to honor
them and the years of work
which they have put into the
betterment of our communi-
ty, the idea that students reap
the rewards of their hard
work as they mature places
an emphasis on those who
are more experienced and
have spent more time con-
tributing to the community.

J. LIN ’22 for The Circle Voice

A Huge Bust: A Regressive Act

There is not much more cow-
ardly than an anonymous act
of vandalism which accom-
plishes nothing productive.
I refer to the recent defacing
of the bust of Christopher
Columbus, which had pre-
viously been displayed in
the Schoolroom. Red paint
was sloppily strewn over Co-
lumbus’ face, presumably to
mimic blood, and left for the
student body to discover. No
credit was taken for the act.

To whomever the
culprit was, I would like to
extend congratulations for a
job well done. If your goal
was to shoot your own move-
ment in the foot, excellent
work. If you meant to give
your opponents easy ammu-
nition with which to attack
your arguments, what a suc-
cess. For what did the van-
dalism really accomplish?
What material, meaningful
results did it have? The an-
swer is the same as the num-
ber of female busts in the
Schoolroom.

Of course, the Co-
lumbus incident is only an
instance of a broader trend
of politics which is, sadly,
becoming commonplace. Re-
gressive tactics are the new
norm, both in ideas and in
speech. People focus on de-
stroying anything remotely
offensive rather than instead
making a positive addition.
Here is a generic example: a
building that has only stairs

is non-wheelchair-acces-
sible. Any rational person
would quickly see that the
best solution to the problem
is to build a ramp. However,
someone who thinks regres-
sively would instead call for

“What material,
meaningful results
did it have? The
answer is the same
as the number of
female bustsin the
Schoolroom.”

a ban on stairs, arguing that
they are offensive and dis-
criminatory to disabled peo-
ple.

In the same vein,
there are two camps on the is-
sue of the bust. One believes
that we should add more
busts of women, people of
color, and other minority
groups who have made sig-
nificant contributions to the
global society. The opposing,
regressive camp believes that
we should take away some of
the busts in the Schoolroom
and replace them with peo-
ple from the groups just men-
tioned. There is a subtle but
important difference. The
latter is a reductive position
while the former is a produc-
tive position. One subtracts,

By BROOKS ANDERSON ’20

the other adds.

The vandalism per-
petrated just a few weeks
ago was reductive as well, al-
though moretargeted than the
broader reductive position.
The vandal defiled Colum-
bus specifically, likely due to
his genocidal past. However,
even with such motivation,
the vandalism still accom-
plished nothing: the conver-
sation about the presence of
the bust in the Schoolroom
has not advanced, the busts
have not been removed (ex-
cept Columbus temporarily,
for cleaning), and the great
injustices of the world re-
main uncorrected. In fact, if
anything, the red paint hurts
both camps and helps the
traditionalists. Now, when-
ever someone brings up how
threatened they feel when
they walk into the School-
room, their feelings will be
forever associated with a

has the feminist-bust move-
ment been negatively im-
pacted by some anonymous
actor.

Thus, I reiterate:
whoever you are, congratu-
lations. In fact, I'm sure that
there are many people at this

“One  subtracts.
The other adds.”

cowardly act of vandalism.
The people with val-
id concerns about how diver-
sity interacts with tradition
will be lumped in with the
same sort who throw paint
on decades-old works of art.
Just as peaceful demonstra-
tions are all too often ruined
by rogue violent elements, so

“Maybe next time
you're angry with
something, you
will, as kindergar-
teners are taught,
use your words.”

school who would thank you
for helping their cause by
hindering your own. Hope-

A. WEI ’21 for The Circle Voice

fully, you have learned from
this incident by studying the
reaction of the school that
regression and reduction are
very rarely viable routes of
political speech. Maybe next
time you’re angry with some-
thing, you will, as kindergar-
teners are taught, use your
words.



Features

Artist of the Issue: Julien Lee Heberling

Julien performing.

Born in London, one of the
most musical cities in the
world, Julien Lee Heberling
’19, the Groton Chamber Or-
chestra concertmaster of the
past two years, embarked on
his career to become a violin
virtuoso at the young age of
5.

“Honestly, I only
started playing because my
parents forced me to,” ad-
mits Julien. “And I sounded
terrible — my musical abili-
ties were limited to cacoph-
onous, scratchy sounds. But
when I was ten years old, I
met my teacher Adonis Al-
vanis and that was when I
truly learned how to feel the
pleasure of playing the vio-
lin, and eventually the music
itself.” Their teacher-student
bond remains strong over the
years, no matter where Ju-
lien is in the world. Despite
the fact that Julien moved to

Abu Dhabi in middle school,
he continued to be under
maestro Alvanis’ musician-
ship through weekly Skype
lessons. Even at Groton,
Julien looks forward to his
FaceTime lessons saying that
the lessons “makes every-
thing feel better after a long
day.”

A fun fact is that
through his violin teacher,
Julien is a fifth generation
student of Joseph Joachim,
a legendary Hungarian vio-
linist. “The connection goes
like this,” he elaborates. “Joa-
chim taught the Ukrainian
violinist Issay Barmas who
taught the elder Alvanis. Al-
vanis taught his son, who is
my teacher today.” Perhaps
this is where Julien gets his
precise fingering and bowing
techniques.

Even before gain-
ing wide recognition as the

E. TURNER ’20 for The Circle Voice

principal player at Groton,
Julien was already a music
prodigy. From age eight, he
was a part of the Youth Mu-
sic Centre in London and
was also, not surprisingly,
the first chair in the junior
orchestra. Furthermore, he
ended up playing twice for
the National Children’s Or-
chestra of Great Britain and
tackled musically and tech-
nically challenging pieces
such as Wagner’s “Overture
to The Flying Dutchman,”
Debussy’s  “Trois  Noc-
turnes,” or Tchaikovsky’s
“1812 Overture.”

When he came to
Groton, his list of musical
achievements only grew
longer. So far, he has given
both a junior and a senior
recital. “I was quite nervous
about my junior recital,” re-
calls Julien. For his junior
recital, he challenged him-

self by performing the first
four movements of Bach’s
“Partita No. 2 BWV 1004”,
a piece dubbed “an ode to
the violin” as Bach’s partitas
are all non-accompanied and
highlight the core sounds of
the violin itself. Starting and
ending with powerful pieces,
Julien embellished his senior
recital with Bruch’s “Violin
Concerto No. 1 in G Minor,
Op. 26,” Kreisler’s “Praeludi-
um and Allegro in the Style
of Paganini,” and his favou-
rite composer, Beethoven’s
“Romance No. 2 in F Major,
Op. 50.”

“Beethoven is a fig-
ure who revolutionized the
entire structure of music,”
says Julien in his reverence
for Beethoven. “In his music,
you really hear his struggle. I
can envision him crouched in
the corner of a room, trying
to grasp at the flow of music
in his head despite the fact
that he is losing his ability to
hear. His compositions are
grounded, earthly, and hu-
man, which makes his music
relatable to a wide audience.
One of my favorite pieces of
his is ‘Symphony No. 6 in F
Major, Op. 68’ also known
as the Pastoral Symphony.
Whenever I hear this piece,
I can really see the fields, the
countryside. I can even hear
the birds through the wood-
winds. Beethoven paints this
imagery with his music in
such a masterful way that no
one else was able to.”

As his Groton career
comes to a close, Julien mus-
es at his happiest memories,
most of which are music-re-

lated. He smiles, thinking
about the first violin section
he’s worked with multiple
times, ardently debating
about bowing during section-
als, and laughs remembering
the times he rehearsed and
performed with his quartet.
“But all good things must
come to an end,” says Julien,
and it is time for him to also
look ahead.

He has already spo-
ken with Barbara Schubert,
the Music Director of the
University Symphony Or-
chestra at the University of
Chicago, who wrote to him
saying that she looks forward
to having him invovled in
the Music Performance Pro-
gram. “I'm so lucky to be
headed to Chicago, a serious
musical city renowned for
not only their classical pro-
grams but also jazz music.
They also arguably have one
of the best symphony orches-
tras in the United States,” Ju-
lien said.

Even beyond univer-
sity, Julien knows he’ll “al-
ways be some sort of a music
nerd. I already subscribe to
the Berlin Philharmonic to
listen to their old archives.
Can anyone get nerdier than
that?” He says that music is
something that completes
him just as much as literature
that teaches us life lessons or
science that informs us of the
ways of the world. Julien is a
passionate musician, and we
are sad to lose the violin vir-
tuoso, but also excited to see
where he goes in the future.

Athlete of the Issue: Finn

By CHRISTINA OELHAFEN 21

Success in crew comes down
to mere seconds determined
by how fervently a rower
can push himself mentally
and physically. Rower Finn
Lynch 19 has learned to do
just that, leading boys varsi-
ty crew to many victories on
the water. He has been a cru-
cial member of the team for
the past three years and was
named captain for his final
season.

When Finn first ar-
rived at Groton, his second
and third form springs did
not consist of crew practices
on the water, but JV lacrosse
practices on the grass. Finn
didn’t join the crew team un-
til his fourth form year. His
rowing career began the sum-
mer after third form when
he went to the Henley Roy-
al Regatta and watched the
Groton team compete. Finn
became interested in rowing
“because it is a sport unlike
any other.” He says that crew
is different to other sports be-
cause it is on the water and
takes extreme focus. In addi-
tion, Finn comes from a big
rowing family. His mom, Tif-
fany Doggett, rowed at Cor-
nell University and coaches
crew at Groton while his sis-
ter, Verity ’17, currently rows
at Dartmouth College. After
much consideration, Finn
made the transition to crew,
making the varsity team his

first year. It was also in his
first year of rowing that his
boat placed third at New En-
gland Interscholastic Row-
ing Association (NEIRA)
Championships. Finn says
that winning the bronze was
one of his favorite memories
from his three years of row-
ing.

This season, the boys
crew team as a whole has
had a winning 6-4 record.
Finn said, “The season was
a little disappointing. We’ve
been a middle-of-the-pack
team hoping to have been a
part of the top three teams.”
Despite not being at the top
of the league, Groton’s first
boat still pulled out a win
over St. Mark’s, sweeping the
Lions in a 4-0 win. Overall,
Finn says that the NEIRAs
didn’t go as well as he had
hoped, but the overall, the
boys teams ended up finish-
ing fifth in New England. He
added cheerfully, “Still, we
had a fun day of racing!”

This 2019 season,
Finn has been the captain of
the boys varsity crew team
and rows on first boat. “He’s
an awesome captain. He gets
along with everyone and is
a great role model for the
younger kids on the team,”
Co-captain Johnny Stankard
‘19 said. As captain, Finn
leads by example for those
on his boat and those on

Finn rowing in first boat.

boats below him. With lead-
ership comes responsibility,
and Finn has handled it ad-
mirably. He has led the team
with drive and confidence,
steering them though wins
and losses. Finn reminisces,
“Being captain this year was
a really fun experience, and
I was honored to be a role
model for the younger kids
on the team. We had a lot of
new kids in lower forms who
started rowing this year and
it was very rewarding work-
ing with them.”

In addition to row-
ing crew, Finn enjoys playing
basketball, lacrosse and soc-
cer, skiing, and running. His
athleticism shows in not only

crew, but in a variety of oth-
er sports. These sports have
helped him stay in physical
shape for the spring crew sea-
son. Above all, Finn said that
“these sports have helped me
gain an athlete’s mentality.”
It is this athlete’s mentality
that has contributed to the
big wins his boats have taken
over the past few years. Crew
is the collective effort from
each individual in the boat,
and Finn has more than up-
held his part of the deal.
Going forward, Finn
will be heading off to row at
Cornell University, following
in the footsteps of his moth-
er. As he begins his rowing
career at a new school, we

Lynch

Courtesy of F. Lynch

wish him the best of luck.
Even though Finn will be de-
parting the circle and rowing
for Cornell University next
year, his leadership, compas-
sion, and drive will remain
an example for future Groton
captains for years to come.
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Congratulations to the Form of 2019

on pressing global issues and
advises members of the Penn
community on international
relations.

A testament to his
character, Mr. Zeid did not
cease his human rights ac-
tivism after leaving the High
Commissioner post. In a re-
cently published Op-Ed vid-
eo for the New York Times
(NYT), he discussed human
rights violations, ranging
from the Rohingya refugee
crisis to the separation of im-
migrant children from their
parents at the US border.
Mr. Zeid blames these in-
creasingly ubiquitous human
rights crises on the ignorance
of political figures, whose
political agendas and greed
blind their morality. For ex-
ample, at the 27th session of
the Human Rights Council,
he said, “Most of our leaders
are morally weak, shortsight-
ed, and mediocre... 1 fear
they are no longer willing

or able to defend the human
rights of all people.” In addi-
tion to penning the occasion-
al opinions article, Mr. Zeid
currently teaches diplomacy
at Penn.

Mr. Zeid originally
connected with the Groton
community through his son,
Ra’ad. He gave a chapel talk
in the spring of 2014 and has
always been a positive figure
on the Circle. As Pat Ryan
‘19 says, “My first impres-
sion of Ra’ad’s dad was that
he was extremely humble. He
had a self-deprecating sense
of humor and did not brag
once about his career or his
achievements. I'm glad I got
to meet him through Ra’ad
and, most of all, I'm really
looking forward to his talk.”
Ra’ad added that his father
and Headmaster Temba
Magqubela have a mutual ap-
preciation of human rights,
saying, “Mr. Maqubela, hav-
ing lived through apartheid
South Africa, really values

Continued from the Front Page

my father’s work as the hu-
man rights chief at such an
important organization like
the UN.”

In keeping with his
criticism of leaders for their
inaction, Mr. Zeid has de-
cided to dedicate his Prize
Day talk to discussing moral
courage, according to Ra’ad.
He believes that as leaders of
the next generation, Groto-
nians should not hesitate to
wield their given privilege for
the benefit of others, tackling
the human rights crisis head-
on. As he stated in the NYT
video, Mr. Zeid challenges
students “to know and de-
fend [their] rights,” but more
importantly to strive relent-
lessly to “defend others’
rights as well.” Mr. Zeid’s
commencement speech will
embody much of the school
motto: cui servire est regnare
(to serve is to rule).

The  student-elect-
ed speaker will be Edward
“Ed” Cho. Varsity lacrosse

forward, Buddhist Sangha
Prefect, and class clown are
only a few of the titles peers
attribute to Ed. Ed’s defin-
ing characteristic, however,
is his eccentric sense of hu-
mor, according to formmate
Rajit Khanna. Rajit expects
to see both stand-up com-
edy and one-liners in Ed’s
speech. When asked about
it, Ed gave his trademark
high-pitched laugh. After a
couple pauses, he remarked,
“Yeah, T'll definitely have
some one-liners which will
be sprinkled throughout.
You can also expect to hear
some hilarious anecdotes.”
All jokes aside, Ed
said that his talk will be
centered around the idea of
Groton as a sum of its peo-
ple, and not just a school. He
also wants to emphasize how
thankful he is for the many
individuals who enriched
his Groton experience: “I
couldn’t have done anything
without the support of ev-

eryone around me,” Ed says,
“so I really want to show my
gratitude in my speech.” He
added, “I'm a little nervous
but also really excited to give
this talk. It’s a huge honor.”
Prize Day is the ulti-
mate culmination of all the
Sixth Formers’ hard work,
failures, successes, tears,
laughs, losses, and victories at
Groton. If there is anything
that the seniors take away
from the Circle, we hope that
it is Mr. Zeid’s message of
moral courage and integrity
and Ed’s of community and
gratitude. So, Form of 2019,
be brave and lend a helping
hand to whoever needs it.
Defend others’ rights as if
they were your own. Above
all, remember: cui servire est
regnare. To serve is to rule.

In Mr. Maqubela’s opening
chapel talk of Spring Term,
he announced the new Din-
ing Hall renovation. One
of the primary goals of the
renovation is to increase the
capacity of the Dining Hall,
create more room for the
Dining Hall staff, and de-
crease traffic in the serving
area, all while repurposing
the existing building.

The current Dining
Hall seats only 356 people,
according to Associate Head
of School Andy Anderson.
The current student body,
according to the Groton
website, is 382 so—includ-
ing faculty, staff, and family
members—the demand far
exceeds the current capacity.

Although the Board
of Trustees initially consid-
ered tearing down the build-
ing entirely, this approach
was quickly dismissed in part
because of the sentimental
attachment many commu-
nity members feel toward
the Dining Hall. Addition-
ally, the cost of a brand new
building would be about 45
million dollars and would

The upstairs floor of the Dining Hall.

—

not be consistent with the
school’s commitment to re-
purposing older buildings,
according to Mr. Andy An-
derson. In addition, the Din-
ing Hall does not need to fit
the whole school communi-
ty of students, facility, staff,
and family members as larg-
er events such as Prize Day
and the school’s birthday can
be held in the Athletic Cen-
ter, so trustees agreed that a
completely new building was
unnecessary.

Ultimately, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Arthur Diaz
says, the renovations will
cost about 5.5 to 6.5 million
dollars from ‘“Replacement
Reserve”—a reserve of funds
that are used and replaced
every year to improve facili-
ties on campus.

The current plans
keep the footprint of the
building the same and bring
the total capacity to 400.
The spiral staircase will be
removed, the kitchen moved
downstairs, the walls around
the current fire stairs torn
down, and the fire stairs wid-
ened. With the walls around

the fire stairs broken down,
the large windows will be ex-
posed, letting in more natu-
ral light. However, widening
the staircases will impinge
on the senior section; rather
than the six tables right now,
two of which are pushed to-
gether into a long table, there
will be five tables, three of
which will be pushed togeth-
er into a long table. Mr. An-
derson says that this change
is necessary in order to make
space for the new stairs and
ensure they are safe.

With the kitchen be-
ing moved downstairs, the
Dining Hall staff will have
much more room to prepare
meals, which, Mr. Anderson
says, is desperately needed.
The current kitchen will be-
come a serving area where
there will be four lines for
food. The salad bar and deli
station will also be moved
into this repurposed area.
The drinks station will be
pushed out further into the
Dining Hall over part of
what used to be the spiral
staircase, which is intended
to relieve some of the con-

Dining Hall Renovations to Start this Summer

By ADDISON HYDE 21

gestion in the serving area.
Another major change is that
the tables will be pushed to-
gether into long rows. There
will still be some individual
tables along the walls but the
seating will only be on three
sides of the tables so that
they will function more like
booths. The portraits along
the walls of the Dining Hall
will remain the same.

At the Board of
Trustees meeting in April,
the Trustees approved the
renovation; construction will
start this summer. This first
stage of construction will
include a new roof (as the
current one has significant
water leakage), a new fire
alarm system, and new light-
ing, says Mr. Anderson. The
new lighting will be a com-
bination of the chandeliers
in the current senior section
and ones similar to the fix-
tures hanging there now. The
fire stairs will also be remod-
eled, so next year there will
be three stairs leading up to
the Dining Hall, including
the spiral stairs. Lastly, the
ceiling will be painted.

The second stage will
begin during the summer
of 2020: the spiral staircase
will be filled in, the kitchen
and new serving area will

be renovated, and the new
table configuration adopted.
There is also the possibility
for a third summer of con-
struction but any changes at
that point are not expected to
be major.

Mr. Anderson and Assistant
Head For External Affairs
Megan Harlan convened a
student committee in an ef-
fort to hear student voices.
As Zoe Colloredo-Mansfeld
’21, a student on the commit-
tee, said, “Mr. Anderson and
Mrs. Harlan were very eager
to hear the seemingly minor
issues that are important to
students.” At its latest meet-
ing, the committee discussed
issues such as the location
of the PB&J station, waffle
makers, and ice cream ma-
chine.

Many members of
the community are excited
about the renovations but
sentimental about the pros-
pect of drastically changing
the current Dining Hall. As
Cassidy Thibodeau ’21 said,
“There is just not enough
space for everyone...going
to meals can be difficult. So
I am excited for the Dining
Hall renovations, although I
love the building the way it
1s.”

The interior of the Dining Hall. z. MDLUDLU 21 for The Circle Voice
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News

Grotonians to Foster Global Connections on Summer GEQs

This summer, dozens
of Groton students will travel
to Peru, Spain, and Botswa-
na under the Groton Global
Education program. While
some students will gain the
opportunity to improve their
Spanish, others will perform
with the Groton orchestra in
front of a large audience for
the first time or even meet
a peer they have been com-
municating with digitally
for the past two years. No
matter their focus, however,
all three trips are connected
with the common thread of
meaningful interactions with
peers from around the world.
Faculty leaders of this year’s
GEOs hope that Groton stu-
dents will ultimately recog-
nize the ways in which they
are similar to the other stu-
dents they meet, regardless
of socioeconomic status or
nationality.

The Peru trip, led
by Spanish teachers Fanny
and Luis Viacava, focuses
on complete culture and lan-
guage immersion. A regular
fixture in the GEO program,
this trip allows students to
participate in a two-week
homestay in the “last living
Incan city” of Ollantaytam-
bo. In the mornings students
will help their host families
out with tasks in the field,
marketplace, and home and
will then engage in activi-

ties with the local children
during the afternoon. As the
students on this trip improve
their Spanish language skills,
Mr. Das wants students to
note that “there’s this other
juxtaposition of the colo-
nized and the colonizer be-
cause, even though our kids
are benefiting from Spanish,
that’s still the language of the
colonizers. When the Span-
ish came to South America,
the Inca spoke Quechua.”

Just as the Peru trip
will help students to im-
prove their Spanish, the trip
to Spain will allow many
orchestra students to build
on their musical skills. Or-
chestra students will leave
Groton directly after finals
week on June 7th for a ten-
day stay in Spain, where they
will perform three times.
Mary Ann Lanier, Groton’s
orchestra director and leader
of the Spain GEQ, reflected
on the trips’ differences from
students’ musical experienc-
es on campus, stating, “It’s a
little more gratifying because
you have a little more time
-- this is what the focus is on
and you have a bigger audi-
ence.” In addition, attendees
of this trip may be able to
participate in exchanges with
Spanish student musicians,
possibly even in a concert
setting.

The third GEO trip,

By KATIE REVENO ’20

to Botswana and South Af-
rica, is unique in that the
Groton students attending
have already communicated
with the local students via
Google Hangout for almost
two years, which will make
in-person interactions even
more exciting and mean-
ingful. In late June, Groton
Community  Engagement
director Robert O’Rourke,
Headmaster Temba Ma-
qubela, and English teacher
Vuyelwa Maqubela will take
14 rising fifth formers to Ga-
rabone, Botswana. There,
they will attend the Ma-
ru-a-Pula school, work with
children at an orphanage, and
participate in group excur-
sions alongside Maru-a-Pula
students and Imagine schol-
ars from South Africa for five
days. While the Maru-a-Pula
school is a socioeconomical-
ly diverse private school in
Botswana that is similar to
Groton in many ways, the
Imagine scholar program is a
program in South Africa that
supports dedicated students
from local underfunded in-
stitutions. Then, the Groton
students and Imagine schol-
ars will leave for Cape Town
where they will experience
local South African culture.
Aisling O’Connell ’21, who
is excited about finally meet-
ing her friend Safreen from
the Maru-a-Pula school in

person, said, “The main
thing I've learned is that
they’re very similar to us, like
they also talk about Fortnite
and Netflix shows that we’ve
also seen.” During these on-
line interactions, students
have also discussed current
issues such as abortion or cli-
mate change.

Whether it takes
students to Peru, Spain, or
Botswana, the Groton GEO
program is about educa-
tion at its core. Within this
program, education takes
on a dual meaning of both
expanding upon topics that
cannot be fully taught in the
classroom and exposing stu-
dents to other cultures. Mrs.
Maqubela hopes that stu-
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dents will take forward the
lesson that people are differ-
ent, yet “at the same time so
similar because they are, at
the end of the day, human
beings.” She then added,
“It’s about an understand-
ing...of humans that will en-
able people to be open-mind-
ed and more embracing of
difference rather than wait-
ing to criticize and judge or
separate themselves.”

Senior Prefects Prepare for Next Year

This Spring, Johnny Stan-
kard, Walker Davey, Kochoe
“Cho” Nikoi, and Lynd-
sey Toce ’19 are passing the
torch to Lwazi Bululu, Grace
Mastroianni, Marc Borghi,
and Eliza Powers ’20, the
school’s newly elected senior
and house prefects.

As the 2019-2020
school year approaches, all
four prefects are ready to as-
sume their new responsibili-
ties, such as communicating
with the administration on
behalf of the student body,
running Roll Call, and or-
ganizing Surprise Holiday.
While the deans, headmas-
ter and other administrators
have the final say on most
issues, these new senior and
house prefects represent the
whole student body in many
deliberations.

Lwazi and Grace are
the rising Senior Prefects. Be-
ing a senior prefect requires
a lot of diligence and effort,
but Lwazi and Grace are up
to the task. “Even though I
am a bit nervous for this task
at hand, I don’t think this po-
sition is just me leading from
the front. I think this job is
for my entire form, and try-
ing to set a positive example
for the entire school,” said
Lwazi. He reminisced that
he always looked up to past
senior prefects, especially
Jack Fitzpatrick ’16, Langa
Chinyoka ’17, and Michael
“Mike” Aduboffour ’17.
Lwazi added, “[Jack] was al-
ways funny and had a great
personality” while Langa

The rising senior prefects.

and Mike were “outspoken”
and “used their position well
and to great effect.” Particu-
larly inspired by their spirit
and leadership during Roll
Call, Lwazi hopes to follow
their footsteps. Grace em-
phasized that she wants to be
fun and cheerful, “especially
to the younger students.”
Being a Senior Pre-
fect is a challenging role,
especially when it comes to
managing the Disciplinary
Committee (DC). Since
Grace has already been a
form officer and served on
the DC, she believes that this
will not be too challenging a
task. Alongside her, Lwazi
hopes to be a fair judge. “I'm
willing to listen to different
opinions and even to people
who might say things I don’t

By DEREK HU 21
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entirely agree with,” he said.
Marc Borghi and
Eliza Powers are the rising
House Prefects. House Pre-
fects share many of the same
roles as Senior Prefects, with
the exception of serving on
the DC. “I know that it’s a
huge commitment to orga-
nize surprise holiday and be
at Roll Call, but I'm up for
it,” said Marc. For Eliza, be-
ing a house prefect has been
a longtime dream, as it is
an opportunity to serve her
peers and community; she
said, “I'm truly humbled to
receive this position, and I
hope to make great contribu-
tions to the community.”
When asked about
their ambitions and what
they hope to contribute for
the upcoming school year,
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the prefects eagerly shared
their ideas. Eliza hopes en-
trench activism on campus,
especially by supporting Di-
versity and Inclusion, Groton
Feminists, and Gender Sexu-
ality Alliance. She added, “
I also hope one day students
can campaign to be Senior
and House prefects.” Grace
plans to focus on school spir-
it, such as announcing sur-
prise holiday in a newer and
never-done-before way. She
also wants “to bring back pep
rallies from the Delaney Tan-
tillo era.” Delaney Tantillo
’17 was a Spirit Head who in-
spired students to show up to
pep rallies before St. Mark’s
Day.

Grace also hopes to
make more people show up
to Roll Call, and believes

that reducing the time be-
tween when people arrive in
the school room after chapel
and when Roll Call actually
starts would help make more
people show up. Lwazi add-
ed that the falling attendance
rate of Roll Call is largely
due to the mentality of the
student body. “Roll Call is
an opportunity to build up
the student community,”
he said. “Students question
themselves, “What do I per-
sonally get out of Roll Call?’
But we have to change that
entire mindset. It’s not about
what you get out of it but
about what the school com-
munity gets out of it when
the entire school is present.”
Lwazi would like to see the
Schoolroom become the cen-
ter of student life again. The
senior and house prefects
also want to bring the Big
Groton Cheer back, a chant
that celebrates the birthday
of students during Roll Call.

Our Senior and
House prefects must make
sure that the student body’s
opinions are effectively de-
livered to the administration.
Nonetheless, their enthu-
siasm and confidence will
surely bring positive changes
to the upcoming 2019-2020
school year.



Arts

This year, Ai Bendr asked
you to “Stay with Me” to
watch B. Magic perform his
“Magic Show” while Glo-
MonCho created a “Sym-
phony” on the Circle. Stu-
dents have produced their
own music at Groton using
the resources available. Glo-
MonCho, a student music
group featuring Gloria Hui,
Montanna Riggs, and Ko-
choe Nikoi ’19, began mak-
ing music in their Fifth Form
Spring. Chioma Ilozor ’20
and Bobby Meehan ’19 are
both self-producing artists
on campus, and they have re-
leased music on Spotify and
Apple Music under the stage
names Ai Bendr and B. Mag-
ic respectively.

GloMonCho ’19

“We really dived headfirst
into music production with-
out knowing much about it
at all,” Gloria laughed when
asked about how GloMon-
Cho first started.

In Winter Term last
year, Gloria, Montanna,
and Cho decided to organize
a music production facul-
ty-sponsored activity (FSA).
They have been performing
together since Third Form
and thought it would be in-
teresting to record an album
of their songs. At first, they
were not familiar with the
software and did not realize
how long of a process cre-
ating a well-mixed album
would be. After learning the
basics behind music produc-
tion technology, they used
Groton’s  equipment and
studio to record their mu-
sic. Then, with the help of
Soul Sauce director Kenji
Kikuchi, they navigated the
post-production stage (mix-
ing and editing) and came
out with polished audio files
ready to be mastered and re-
leased. Eventually, GloMon-

Student-Produced Music on Campus

Cho produced six covers, one
original, and one mash-up in
their album, OffWhite.

Their most recently
released piece, “Sympho-
ny,” is a cover of the song
of the same name by Clean
Bandit. “Given all of our
backgrounds in orchestras
and classical music, we were
thinking how cool it would
be to turn the pop song into
an actual symphony,” Glo-
MonCho explained when
asked about their song
choice. They added brass,
woodwind, percussion, and
string instruments into their
arrangement, synthesizing
symphonic instruments and
computer-generated synths
to create a fresh, new sound.

Bobby Meehan 19

Bobby became inter-
ested in music at a very young
age; he enjoyed playing the
piano and singing as well as
listening to music, especially
rap and hip hop. “I was so
invested in listening to music
when I was at Groton that [
tried my hand at making mu-
sic,” he said. What’s more,
he said that “The studio is
really high-quality, the music
department is full of people
who want to help, and we
really have no limit to what
kind of music we can make.”

Bobby often writes
an entire song in one sitting
in order to keep the song as
the one individual idea that
he had at that particular mo-
ment. He writes the music
first before adding the lyrics,
because he would like the
words to fit with the sound
rather than determining the
rhythm of the music based
on the words.

Bobby worked
with Gloria, who helped
him to mix and master his
soundtracks, to produce his
most recent project: “Magic

By ISABEL CAI ’21

Chioma working in the music studo.

Show.” The songs in this al-
bum have a great variety of
beats, but most of them are
upbeat with major chords.

Chioma Ilozor ’20

Chioma began writing her
own songs during Spring
Term last year. She has been
spending several hours per
week this year to produce
music. “I've always wanted
to be a singer, so I suppose
in a way by producing my
own songs I was making that
dream sort of come true,”
she said.

Whenever Chioma
has an idea about an inter-
esting tune or phrase that
inspires her, she writes it
down so she can get back to
it. Then, she sits down in the
practice rooms for about an
hour to develop a song from
the tune or phrase. Once she
has written the music, she
will go to the music technol-
ogy lab to produce it. “Pro-
ducing is probably the tough-

est part. I never know exactly
instruments I want to use for
each song, so I experiment
with various different instru-
ments, sometimes recording
sounds I make myself,” Chi-
oma said. It takes her any-
where from two days to two
months to finish a project
depending on its length and
complexity.

Chioma’s most re-
cently released project con-
sisted of two pieces: one
single and an EP (extended
play, a musical recording
that contains more tracks
than a single but unqualified
as an album). She created the
EP, SOS, as an extension of
her personal feelings, going
through her own struggles.
The three most meaning-
ful songs on the EP to her
are “Close to you,” “Be in
peace,” and “Wish You Were
Here.” The first two were
written because of heart-
ache, and the last one is a
contemporary piano piece
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that she wrote and recorded
the day after she learned that
her grandmother had died.
On the other hand, her sin-
gle “Blue Skies” was based
off the song “These B*tches
be Crazy” by Della Valle,
because the motif resonat-
ed with Chioma. “Writing
music was the way that I re-
leased and let out all the pres-
sure that was building inside
of me,” she said.

While GloMonCho will be
attending college in three dif-
ferent states after this sum-
mer, “we’ll definitely come
together again one day and
play more music together,”
they asserted. Bobby will
also continue music produc-
tion after he graduates, as
he said, “music is a passion
of mine and T’ll continue to
devote time and money to
make more of it.” Mean-
while, Chioma will be releas-
ing songs that she has created
for her FSA this Spring soon.

FSA Showcase and Student Recitals

At the end of spring term,
Grotonian artists and musi-
cians are offered an opportu-
nity to display a culmination
of their work throughout the
year. Through faculty-spon-
sored activities (FSAs) and
Groton’s music program, stu-
dents have worked on their
artistic passions, producing a
diverse array of recitals and
performances.

Besides student re-
citals for Grotonians taking
private music lessons, seniors
are offered an opportunity to
organize and perform their
own recitals. The performers
often work alone or in pairs,
and seniors are in charge of
managing their concert and
selecting their pieces. Their
repertoire may be inspired by
the mastery of their instru-
ment(s), the ensembles they
have played in throughout
their Groton career or the
various musical genres that
they are passionate about.
This year, several seniors
gave recitals: Lily Cratsley,
Gloria Hui, Lilias Kim, An-
drew Lei, Brian Xiao, Julien

Lee Heberling, Eliza Lord,
Cho Nikoi, Montanna Riggs,
Sara Glawe, Shirley Li, and
Charlotte Pontifell.

For example, Glo-
ria’s recital was the culmi-
nation of her musical ex-
periences at Groton. She
performed a combination of
classical solo pieces on the
viola and the piano. Along
with these pieces, she also
incorporated chamber music
and group performances into
her recital with GloMonCho
and her string quartet. With
her hefty program, Gloria
says: “There was insuffi-
cient preparation because
there never seems like there’s
enough time, but I do my
best. I feel excited but ner-
vous at the same time.”

On the other hand,
Julien’s recital was mostly fo-
cused on his classical violin
experience at Groton. “The
senior recital was an amaz-
ing way for me to complete
my time at Groton,” says Ju-
lien. “Especially in the music
department, I have grown so
much musically over the past

By ALLISON JIANG ’22

four years, and the senior re-
cital is a culmination of my
work in music here at Gro-
ton.” He performed a selec-
tion of solo violin selections,
ranging from Beethoven to
Kreisler with the pianist Jen-
ny Tang.

Another opportuni-
ty that allows the artists of
Groton to display their work
is through spring FSA show-
cases, where students partic-
ipating in the FSA program
present the final outcome
in the live showcase perfor-
mance on May 22nd or dis-
play their work in the forum.

Janice Zhai 21 pur-
sued a dance FSA, where
she worked on a series of
five dance concept videos
tackling depression, anxiety,
addiction, prejudice, iden-
tity, and body image. In the
FSA showecase, Janice cho-
reographed a piece to Mary
Lambert’s “Body Love” that
was inspired by the Alabama
abortion bill and its public
reception. The bill, she said,
“really inspired me to not
only think about how beau-

ty genuinely stems from oth-
er people’s judgments and
perceptions, but also how it
is truly about... loving who
you are.” In the final perfor-
mance, Janice was joined by
a group of female students,
she said, to “incorporate
the voices of many young
women in the face of the law
hushing so many powerful
voices.”

Isabel Cai’21 worked
on an art FSA, designing
three interactive installations.
Isabel said that her work is
“inspired by artists Marina
Abramovic and Mary Corey
March” and how they make
“the audience a part of the
work, allowing them to be
the artists.” Isabel explored
themes of emotion, identi-
ty, and dreams. One of her
projects, “Dream Blanket,”
plays with the idea of “weav-
ing a dream,” which she said
invites “the audience to con-
template and seek solace.”
The “blanket” is created by
lines of string tied to two ad-
jacent poles, forming a web-
like structure. The audience

is encouraged to draw pic-
tures of their dreams on pa-
per and weave the drawings
into the web. Isabel said, “I
hope my project has intro-
duced a more conceptual,
less conventional form of art
to the circle, [...] letting peo-
ple understand how art can
be very approachable, and
that they are all born artists
themselves.”

With the school year
coming to a close, seniors
have given their emotion-
al last recitals, and talented
Grotonian artists have show-
cased their final artistic proj-
ects. These final performanc-
es have allowed students to
display their artistic jour-
neys, with the support of the
Groton community.



Sports

The graduating class of 2019
has twelve athletes commit-
ted to play sports in college.
These dedicated players dis-
covered their athletic pas-
sions in a myriad of differ-
ent ways, from childhood
scrimmages to club team
championships. Now, they
will continue their athletic
careers at colleges that reflect
what they value most in their
sports.

Three seniors, Clem-
ent Banwell, Finn Lynch,
and Johnny Stankard ’19,
will be rowing in college.
Clement will attend George
Washington University next
fall. His love for this sport
can be traced to his first year
on the team and his partici-
pation in the Henley Royal
Regatta, a three-week Gro-
ton trip ending in the inter-
nationally renowned regatta.
“Getting on the podium my
first year of rowing set the
stage for my future,” Clem-
ent said, explaining that his
first medal was fundamen-
tal to his passion for crew.
Finn will be rowing at Cor-
nell University this fall, a
decision he made because of
Cornell’s size, location, and
its academic and athletic rig-
or. Johnny Stankard will be
rowing for Columbia Univer-
sity, because of his love for
New York City and the close
bond he formed with his fu-
ture teammates. Johnny'’s fa-
vorite experience so far was
rowing in the grand finals at
the Canadian Henley Royal
Regatta in St. Catherines this
past summer.

Sixth Formers Advance to Colle

Ice hockey commits
Drew Burke and Bridget
Cornell 19 will be attending
Colby College and Wesley-
an University, respectively.
Drew will be playing as a for-
ward next fall, and his most
rewarding experience thus
far in his hockey career was
the Groton boys varsity hock-
ey team’s 14-game winning
streak this winter. For Brid-
get, who will be playing left
defense, the highlight of her
hockey career demonstrates
the aggression and pas-
sion of competitive hockey.
Twelve-year-old Bridget suc-
ceeded in stealing the puck
from the opposing team at
the end of one of her games,
accidentally cutting off the
hair of an opposing player
with her skates. Several years
later, Bridget can still clearly
remember the hilarious in-
cident because she does not
think that “there’s ever been
another moment in my life
where someone has been so
rageful towards [her].”

Joining Bridget at
Wesleyan will be Steve Per-
chuk ’19, who will play
soccer there next fall as a
left back. In addition to his
interest in the school’s size
and overall strong academic
and athletic programs, Steve
is especially excited for the
acclaimed business program.
His proudest title thus far in
soccer is his status as a “pro-
lific U8 (eight and under)
town soccer god.”

Freddie = Tobeason
’19 will be heading to Wash-
ington and Lee University
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in Virginia to play as a field
hockey forward. Her prefer-
ence for a small college and
her aversion to the long New
England winter catalyzed her
decision. Her favorite game
in her Groton career was the
field hockey game this fall
against St. Marks. Although
the game concluded in a loss
for Groton in overtime, she
said, “the team’s energy and
spirit were the highest [she
had] ever seen on a Groton
team.”

Pat Ryan ’19 will be
attending the United States
Naval Academy as a lacrosse
goalie next year. His fervor
for the school stems from
“the deep seeded tradition,
the brotherhood, the way of
life that military academies
offer.” The first time he ar-

Courtesy of C. TEMERSON
rived on the Yard his fifth
form year, he reveled in the
“midshipmen walking with
such grace, strength, and hon-
or” and wished so strongly to
be a part of the community
that he told his mother, “This
is where I want to go to col-
lege.” Bennett Smith '19 will
also be at a military academy
next year after committing to
Army for baseball. He will be
playing as a middle infielder.
His most memorable expe-
rience in this sport has been
“beating St. Marks on Ar-
thur Jelin’s walk-off steal of
home” his freshmen year.

Lyndsey Toce ’19
will be attending Connecti-
cut College next fall as a
shooting guard on the basket-
ball team. The team’s energy
and commitment, which the
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coach also embodied, se-
cured Lyndsey’s decision
to join. Her favorite memo-
ry is winning the NEPSAC
Class B championship this
past winter and the incred-
ible sportsmanship and ca-
maraderie of her teammates
and friends. Another mem-
ber of the basketball team,
center Meghan Carney, will
be attending St. Michael’s
College next fall. Meghan’s
preference for Vermont, dou-
bled with the spirit of the
team and coach helped her
to make this choice. She said,
“When I walked on campus
for the first time I knew I
would fit in.” Like Lyndsey,
Meghan’s highlight from
Groton basketball was the
team atmosphere and win-
ning the NEPSAC Class B
championship.

Jake Kissell '19 will
be playing offensive tackle for
the Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute football team next
fall. His sense of belonging
with the team and the rigor-
ous engineering program of
the school helped his deci-
sion to commit. The high-
lights of his football career
have been beating Brooks, St.
George’s and St. Mark’s as a
senior this past fall.

Groton’s athletic pro-
gram will be losing these tal-
ented athletes next year, but,
for the coaches and team-
mates who have supported
and been supported by these
amazing  scholar-athletes,
it is a proud and fulfilling
goodbye.

Groton Prevails Over St. Mark’s

By AMELIA LEE 22

On May 25th, many seniors
participated in their last St.
Mark’s Day. School spirit
was especially high as the
seniors looked to end their
Groton sports careers on
a high note, and the sports
teams were all determined
to win. After the spring St.
Mark’s Games, the results
for the year long competi-
tion for the 2018-2019 Bur-
nett-Peabody Bowl were in,
and Groton emerged victori-
ous with a record of 23-22-1.

The St. Mark’s
games in the fall were even-
ly-matched and exciting. Al-
though boys cross country
did not manage a win, girls
cross country beat St. Mark’s
25-34. Varsity football had
a decisive 28-0 win over St.
Marks, while boys varsity
soccer claimed a 2-0 victory

in a competitive match. Jia-
cheng Kang 22 remembers
how, after the final whistle,
“everyone rushed onto the
field, and afterwards in the
locker room the energy was
electric. [They] started danc-
ing to [their] favorite songs,
and it was just a great time.”
Boys and girls junior varsity
(JV) soccer ended their sea-
son with wins as well, shar-
ing much of the same spirit
that boys varsity did. Field
hockey also had an exciting
match, although the final
score was 0-1.

The winter featured

many  exciting  contests

against St. Mark’s as well.
Boys wvarsity hockey had
multiple encounters with St.
Mark’s, coming out on top
for two of their four games.
Although the girls

hock-

H. WISE ’21 for The Circle Voice

ey teams lost to St. Mark’s
impressive teams, boys JV
won twice, 3-2 and 3-1.
Groton won all varsity and
JV squash games against
St. Mark’s, with both boys
teams sweeping the board
7-0. While boys varsity bas-
ketball had a tough loss of
30-44 to end the season, girls
varsity basketball won 42-
28. Calie Messina ’22 said,
“Even though we had a bet-
ter record at the end of the
season, the crowd and our
coaches constantly reminded
us that we can’t look past any
team, and the anticipation of
St. Mark’s Day amplified our
nerves going into the game.
However, we still came out
in the end with the result we
wanted.” Girls varsity bas-
ketball also won the New
England Preparatory School
Athletic Council (NEPSAC)
Class B championships this
year, beating Lawrence acad-
emy in a riveting 57-54 game.

This spring, the two
schools also competed in
crew, baseball, and tennis.
Crew had its St. Mark’s races
earlier in the spring season.
Both boys and girls varsi-
ty crew had clean sweeps,
starting off the spring with
a bang. Fourth boat row-
er Phoebe Lynch ’22 said
her race was very close and
a “sick sprint” in the home
stretch secured the win.
Varsity baseball swept St.

Mark’s 7-0, with Josh Nam
’20 pitching a complete game
shutout, leading the team to
victory. Although girls varsi-
ty tennis lost in a close game
to St. Mark’s, the boys won
in it back with a 7-0 sweep.
Jared Gura '22 commented
that “winning against St.
Marks was a great way to
end the season.” He also
noted that “everybody feel
like [they] ended on a high
note” because all the seniors
won their matches. Boys’ JV
tennis sealed their undefeat-
ed season with a 10-2 victo-
ry as well. Boys JV lacrosse
beat St. Mark’s 8-5, but the
other lacrosse teams did not
manage a win.

The Groton—St.
Mark’s rivalry has been going
on for 132 years. St. Mark’s
Day is very special to every-
one at Groton, and will hold
a place in the seniors’ hearts
when they leave the Circle.
Gloria Hui ‘19 shared the
significance of this last St.
Mark’s day: “St. Mark’s day
was important because it was
the last chance to prove to
ourselves what we’ve been
working towards all sea-
son, and our whole time at
Groton.” We hope that this
healthy competition shared
between the two schools will
continue to encourage spirit
and sportsmanship.

Spring Cham-
pionships

Continued from the Front Page

three, and four. “The results
weren't exactly what we were
striving for, but everyone
worked extremely hard and
left it out on the water,” Cap-
tain Finn Lynch said.

After many of the
teams performed well this
spring, the graduating se-
niors will be missed. On the
bright side, since many up-
coming young athletes are
continuing to improve and
are joining us on the circle
next fall, the future of these
three teams looks promising.
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