I:ui 3
3
*-‘& ru,,e ‘q,\n‘b

The Circle Yoice

Vol. XLLVIII, No. 5

13 February 2018

Groton School, Groton, MA

Success, Changes for Second Annual Cultural Day

Eight percent of Groton’s
student body is internation-
al, and the vibrant cultures of
the fourteen different coun-
tries from which they come
converged when Groton held
its second annual Cultural
Day on the last Saturday of
January.
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Cultural Day festivities.

The idea for Cultural
Day formed when Director
of Student Activities Tim-
othy LeRoy, Diversity and
Inclusion leader Sravani Sen-
Das, and Chinese teacher
Shannon Jin came together
to discuss how to expand
Chinese New Year celebra-

By MARIANNE LU ’19

tions to include the whole
community. They decided
to allocate a Saturday eve-
ning to celebrating all of the
unique cultures represent-
ed at Groton. “I had always
wanted to see how we can
further our goals of being
inclusive and celebrate and

familiarize ourselves with
the different backgrounds
and cultural identities in the
school,” said Ms. Sen-Das.
At the school’s first
Cultural Day last year, tables
for each country packed the
Forum. Activities ranged
from dance exhibitions to

T. WEISBERG ‘22 for The Circle Voice

crepe stations. “I learned to
do Chinese calligraphy and
tasted Middle Eastern food.
It was so cool to learn about
what everyone’s cultures are
here, and what an inclusive
community we have,” said
Julia Kendall ‘19.

Mr. LeRoy was sur-
prised by how well the event
turned out. Not all student
activities are a hit, but the
students who organized Cul-
tural Day ensured that each
table was stacked with food
and games. Mr. LeRoy said,
“...with so many cultures
and diverse ideas, there were
many spur of the moment
decisions. We chose to host a
limbo contest on the spot and
it was one of the highlights
of the night.”

This year, changes
have been made to Cultural
Day activities. With support
from Mr. Maqubela, the
International ~Community
Advisory Program (ICAP),
and Groton’s Diversity and
Inclusion group, the budget
for each table has increased
to $150. Ms. Sen-Das said,
“It’s amazing that this event
is a joint effort of the three
groups, and that we are com-
ing together to do something
good for the school.” Fur-

Continued on page 4

GRAIN Reaches $50 Million: A Retrospective

Headmaster Temba Ma-
qubela’s tenure at Groton has
made diversity and inclusion
priorities. One particular step
that Groton has taken to fur-
ther these ideals is instituting
the Groton Affordability and
Inclusion (GRAIN) initia-
tive, which aims to make
Groton affordable for all.
With the help of a large gift
given Christmas eve, funding
for GRAIN reached a $50
million milestone.

GRAIN was official-
ly announced by the Board of
Trustees in November 2014.
According to Chief Finan-
cial Officer Arthur Diaz, this
money was raised primarily
through Mr. Maqubela and
the Development Office. He
said, “They spent a lot of
time over the past three years

traveling to meet with par-
ents and alumni. An anony-
mous donor pledged $5 mil-
lion when GRAIN was first
announced.” That action, he
said, set the initiative in mo-
tion — since that time, it has
received several multi-mil-
lion dollar donations.
GRAIN particularly
targets the so-called “missing
middle” — middle class fam-
ilies that cannot afford the
cost of tuition, yet are often
passed over by financial aid
offices due to the appearance
of less need. “GRAIN is
built upon this great idea [of
inclusion] with a focus on in-
cluding the talented missing
middle—the daughters and
sons of professionals, whose
families are caught between
those with modest incomes

By JULIA KENDALL ’19

and those who can afford to
pay full tuition. GRAIN en-
sures that all socioeconomic
cohorts will be included,”
said Mr. Maqubela.
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That the GRAIN
initiative raised $50 million
in the span of just over three
years brings great anticipa-
tion for its future. Mr. Ma-

qubela hopes GRAIN will
ensure “that no talented and
deserving child will be denied
a Groton education because
of the inability to afford the
high cost of an independent
school tuition.” Due to mon-
ey raised through GRAIN,
fifteen current students have
received previously nonex-
istent scholarships, and five
more students are expected
to receive special inclusion
scholarships next year.

In addition to fund-
ing scholarships, GRAIN
is also an intrinsic compo-
nent of Groton’s decision
to freeze tuition. After rec-
ognizing that the cost of tu-
ition had escalated unsus-
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Opinions

The Right Way Out of
Hookup Culture

The View From Salt Lake

P. SHI ‘19 for The Circle Voice

In a society that is very con-
ducive to a thriving hookup
culture, Groton has done a
remarkably good job in fos-
tering relationships that are
constituted by an attraction
greater than one that is solely
physical. Despite the world
and culture around our com-
munity, Groton is not a place
where hookups are counted
like currency. Rather, it is a
place where, relative to other
communities, relationships
are meaningful because they
are a bond between two peo-
ple.

The Groton commu-
nity itself is the driving force
behind this type of commu-
nity. Certain administrative
steps, like changing the name
of “Last Chance Dance”
(with the “to hook up” im-
plied) to “Last Chance to
Dance Dance,” have helped
to create a healthier envi-
ronment in respect to hook-
up culture, but I think that
much of this change can be
attributed to this year’s sixth
form.

Past senior classes
suffered from gender ten-
sions, which created an un-
healthy standard for roman-
tic relationships. The truth
is, sixth formers play a very
big role in setting the tone for
the rest of the school. A fair
number of sixth formers this
year are in long-term rela-
tionships, which makes oth-
ers more comfortable with
having an emotional connec-
tion to their significant other.

In fact, long-term re-
lationships have become so
custom that casual hookups
are now unusual, and gener-
ally frowned upon. I hadn’t
heard of the term “shu,”
meaning “secret hookup,” at
any point during my fresh-
man year because people
didn’t need to conceal their

relationships. Quick flings
were not just normal, but
expected. Now, students feel
they must keep their casual
hookups a secret.

intimate with one another is
a Groton that better prepares
its students for relationships
later in life. It’s up to students
to destigmatize meaningful,
emotional connections in re-
lationships.

I don’t claim that this

Although the state of romantic
interaction at Groton is nowhere near
perfect, 1’s come a long way.

I see this as a positive
change, and although the
state of romantic interaction
at Groton is nowhere near
perfect, it’s come a long way.
Intimacy is an important part
of the human experience,
and a pervasive hookup cul-
ture is not conducive to such
intimacy. A Groton in which
people are comfortable and

year’s graduating class is per-
fect, but I think that younger
forms could benefit from ob-
serving the standard of pos-
itive gender relations set by
the Sixth Form. I can confi-
dently say this: if you respect
and develop bonds with one
another, it will not only bene-
fit you, but the entire Groton
community.
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Essential Enviro

BY FRAN SALDIVAR ‘19

The yearlong Environmental
Science course is often over-
looked by Groton students.
Many never step into Dr.
Black’s classroom, choosing
courses that are more pop-
ular and sometimes consid-
ered more useful. This year,
for example, only 12 students
take the Environmental Sci-
ence class — far fewer than
corresponding chemistry or
physics classes. This needs
to change. Environmental
science is not only changing
rapidly, but its subject matter
concerns us now more than
ever. The solution: I propose
a required term of Environ-
mental Science for every stu-
dent in upper school.

Many people will
oppose this proposition for
scheduling purposes. But
some difficulty in schedul-
ing does not outweigh an
existential threat to the very
planet we live on. Environ-
mental science is at a turn-
ing point, and we must be
informed about the changes
humans are causing the plan-
et. The global climate chang-
es every day, inching towards
catastrophe and setting us up
for problems with food pro-

Students can no
longer afford to be
misinformed.

duction and air quality.

And it doesn’t help
that the United States’ po-
litical leadership is hostile
to environmental initiatives.
The Trump administration is
doing everything in its power
to reduce environmental pro-
tection, from cutting fund-
ing for the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA),
questioning the existence

of climate change, and, just
recently, levying a tariff on
foreign solar products. As fu-
ture leaders of the world, we

Dr. Black teaching Environmentl Science.

must ask ourselves, in what
condition do we want our
world to be?

Dr. Black, the only
environmental science teach-
er at Groton, says: “Like
much of the country, many
Groton students have only
a passing understanding of
the profound environmental
issues which confront us to-
day, and which will almost
certainly increase in severity
in the years to come.” Gro-
ton students can no longer af-
ford to be misinformed about
the environment.

A course concerning
the wellbeing of our planet
and species is no less import-
ant than biology or chemis-
try. This term-long require-
ment would not be a huge
time commitment, but would
greatly benefit the student
body. During his time here,
Dr. Black has seen “students
coming out of the [Environ-
mental Science] course tak-
ing positions of advocacy
and effecting change.” Hope-
fully, a required term of this
course will encourage more
students to promote change
and eventually study envi-
ronmental science.

Since taking Envi-
ro, I have striven to use less
plastic, habitually turned the
lights off in my room, and
even become vegetarian. I'm
not saying that every student
must go to these lengths for
environmental purposes, but
Grotonians need to inform
themselves about issues that
concern our future. An en-
vironmental science require-
ment would educate the
student body on at least the
major issues to coming our
way regarding the environ-
ment. Educating the student
body will not only create en-
vironmental leaders, but also
begin to prepare them for
more environmental atroci-
ties to come.
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A Joint Korean Team is a Step Toward Unity

On January 17, North and
South Korea agreed to
march together under one
flag and field a joint women'’s
ice hockey team in the 2018
Winter Olympics.

The Koreas’ agree-
ment to field an Olympic
team under a flag of unity is
a tiny step towards a peace-
ful resolution of tension on
the peninsula. The agree-
ment throws a wrench into
the United States’ strategy of
hardline rhetoric and tough
economic sanctions. Thus,
the real question is wheth-
er the détente will positively
impact the situation.

President Trump has
adopted a striking stance of
provocative and threaten-
ing rhetoric against the Kim
Jong-Un regime. Trump has
repeatedly threatened vio-
lence against North Korea,
declaring that “they will be
met with fire and fury like
the world has never seen.”
The United States’ policy is
blatantly harsh and incendi-
ary.

The resolution of
unity between the Koreas to
march and compete together
under one flag lies in stark
contrast to the warmonger-
ing of the White House. A

BY BROOKS ANDERSON ‘20

proclamation of peace and a
de-escalation of the Korean
conflict is certainly far from
this small step towards rec-
onciliation, but a small step
in the right direction is a still
a step.

At this point, the am-
ity from South Korea and en-
mity from the United States
simply cannot coexist. Both
nations must adopt a single

approach. The United States
of America should step aside,
put down its megaphone
of Dbelligerence and dema-
goguery, and let the Koreas
engage in meaningful diplo-
matic discussion. Of course,
the U.S. should still maintain
a presence in the talks and
on the peninsula itself, but it
is not the country’s place to
dictate the foreign policy of
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South Korea. If the South
desires a peaceful settlement
to its own crisis, the U.S.
should not demand a violent
one. The White House must
stand down.

The hawkish policy
in Washington is fundamen-
tally opposed to the dovish
policy in Seoul, as highlight-
ed by the Olympics. A joint
Olympic team might have no

tangible effect on the status
quo of hostility. However,
it is a gesture of good faith
and hope for future diploma-
cy, and therefore the United
States cannot move to jeop-
ardize the détente, whether
by means of further sanc-
tions or further inflammato-
ry tweets.

Neither threats of
war, nor economic sanctions,
nor US-led diplomatic talks
have had much effect on the
crisis. Perhaps it is time for
us to stop thinking only of
our interests in the Pacific
theatre and focus on resolv-
ing the issue by letting Seoul
pursue peace and security via
diplomatic means.

Issue 4 Correction

An article on the squash
ladder system credited Lars
Caspersen as a JV squash
player near the top of the
ladder. He does not play
squash this year.

Notice an error? Email it to ccarsonl8@

groton.org and acmansfeld18@groton.org

Medical Marjjuana Shouldn’t Transplant Patients off the List

This past March, the Bangor
Daily News reported on Gar-
ry Godfrey, a father of two,
who suffers from Alport dis-
ease. His condition eventu-
ally resulted in renal failure,
and his case rose to promi-
nence across Maine. After
waiting eight years on the
organ transplant list, he was
promptly kicked off. The rea-
son why? He smoked medi-
cal marijuana.

Mr. Godfrey’s case
wasjust one of many in which
prescribed medical marijua-
na has resulted in withdrawal
from an organ transplant list.
A Huffington Post article by
Russ Belville detailed how
Kimberly Reyes, a Hawaiian
woman who needed a liver
transplant, initially received
approval from her insur-
ance carrier, Hawaii Medi-
cal Service Association, but
the organization denied her
transplant three days later be-
cause her toxicology report
revealed she had smoked
medical marijuana. She died
within two weeks. The same
article also discussed how
Timothy Garon, a Seattle
musician, was also denied an
organ donation due to him
using marijuana.

A 2018 Vox article
by German Lopez discusses
how medical marijuana is
now legalized — at the state
level, at least — in 29 states as
well as the District of Colum-
bia. This shows how medical
marijuana has become an
increasingly popular way
for patients to deal with cer-
tain illnesses or medication
side effects. And yet it seems

that hospital policies against
medical marijuana users hurt
those patients.

According to the
aforementioned Bangor News
article, hospital  policies
against medical marijuana

It is incredibly un-
just that patients
needing life-sav-
Ing organ trans-
plants are deemed
erratic or irre-
sponsible simply
because they use
a prescribed med-
ication.

are usually attributed to two
major issues: first, that peo-
ple on drugs can be erratic
and irresponsible; and sec-
ond, the threat of infection
among drug users. Lynn Pitt-
singer, director of Groton’s
Health Center, commented
that hospitals avoid medical
marijuana users ‘“because
they are considered to have
an increased risk of incur-
ring a deadly fungal infection
[called] Aspergillosis during
the transplantation process.”

Let’s go to the first
big issue. It is incredibly un-
just that patients needing
life-saving organ transplants
are deemed erratic or irre-
sponsible simply because
they use a prescribed medi-
cation. Additionally, an obvi-
ous paradox stems from the

BY JULIA KENDALL ‘19

second issue: if medical mar-
jjuana puts users at risk for
infection, why prescribe it to
patients who might need or-
gan donations? There needs
to be greater contemplation
on the part of those prescrib-
ing medical marijuana and a
discussion between doctors
and insurance providers, so
others never have to suffer
the same fate as Kimberly
Reyes.

The apparent health
repercussions of using med-
ical marijuana further com-
plicate the debate over its
role in deciding organ trans-
plants. There is a clear flaw
in the argument that marijua-
na increases risk of infection
because, if giving medical
marijuana to patients is such
a large risk, there should be
a national protocol against it.
Massachusetts General Hos-
pital recommends that trans-
plant patients avoid marijua-
na, but otherwise advises that
patients bake or microwave
their marijuana to eliminate
mold spores. But there is no
national protocol, and there-
fore regulations regarding or-
gan transplants and medical
marijuana vary widely.

In fact, according to
a 2017 Buzzfeed article by
Alyson Martin, many hos-
pitals do allow patients to
receive organ transplants re-
gardless of marijuana intake.
But going to these hospitals,
instead of local hospitals
that often have more strict
organ transplant guidelines,
can be costly and time-con-
suming. The aforementioned
Buzzfeed article discussed

how the United Network for
Organ Sharing, the group
that runs the national organ
donation system, also has
no guidelines on how to in-
corporate medical marijuana
into the organ transplant de-
cision process. This lack of
both governmental and pri-
vate regulation poses a clear
question: is risk of infection
really that bad if some hos-
pitals around the country are
still allowing transplants?
The  no-transplant
policy seems to stem from
the first issue: that medical
marijuana users will be irre-
sponsible following an organ
transplant. This exemplifies
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just how stigmatized med-
ical marijuana users are in
medicine. In order to fix
this stereotype and the prob-
lems it causes, doctors must
prescribe medical marijua-
na with greater caution and
awareness of the regulations,
allowing those who actually
need medical marijuana to
get it without unfairly being
labeled as irresponsible or er-
ratic. No prescribed medica-
tion should hinder life-saving
surgery, especially because
of stereotypes and a lack of
awareness.

Y. CHANG ‘21 for The Circle Voice
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Master Storyteller Odds Bodkin Comes to the Circle

On Friday, January 26, mas-
ter storyteller Odds Bodkin
presented his adapted ren-
dition of Book I of the Iliad
in the Campbell Performing
Arts Center (CPAC), accom-
panied by his harp and his
12-string guitar.

The reaction of stu-
dents to Bodkin’s perfor-
mance was largely positive.
Lwazi Bululu ‘20 appreciat-
ed “a new take on classical
material” and that students
of varying classical knowl-
edge could all experience the
high quality of the storytell-
ing. Oliver Ye ‘20 said that,
since “when you're reading
Latin, you focus a lot on
the grammar... you often
lose track of the story, and
the storytelling brings back
what’s inherently interesting
about it.”

Based in New En-
gland, Mr. Bodkin performs
his versions of a variety of
folktales and epics taken
from numerous traditions,
including ancient Greek, the
Bible, and American legends
such as that of Paul Bunyan.

Mr. Bodkin began
with an introduction to the
Iliad, in which he spoke of
Greek mythology and the
three themes he saw in Ho-
mer’s work: supernatural
politics, the glory of a war-
rior’s death, and misogy-
nistic treatment of captives.
His story unfolded with the

cause of the Trojan War
— the Judgment of Paris —
then moved to telling the full
book, a brutal tale of war,
greed, and divine interven-
tion.

While tuning his gui-
tar before the performance,
Mr. Bodkin told the story of
how he became a profession-
al storyteller. He began as a
musician, and, since he “was
a rebellious little boy and
refused to play the piano,”
turned to the guitar at about
12 years old. He largely
taught himself and “learned
to play the guitar by compos-
ing music on the guitar.”

After graduating
college, Mr. Bodkin moved
to New York, where he be-
came interested in Jungian
psychology. Interested in
the workings of the human
mind, he combined his mu-
sical background with “dra-
matic, mythical storytelling,”
in 1982, working off the few
folktales he knew, and dis-
covered that he had “an abil-
ity to urge people to listen.”

Although he doesn’t
read Ancient Greek, Mr.
Bodkin has explored several
translations of the Iliad. He
argues, though, that the nu-
ance isn’t as important as one
would think: “...it’s not the
scholarly depth of the story
that I'm really focused upon;
it’s the story itself.” In terms
of the substance, though, Mr.

By LEO MCMAHON 19

Odds Bodkin performing. in the CPAC.

Bodkin does his best to stay
close to the original.
Nothing of this per-
formance is ever written
down, according to Mr. Bod-
kin. He uses the same struc-
ture of the original text, but
improvises the details for
each performance, depend-
ing upon “what the mood
of the story’s asking for at
the moment.” Mr. Bodkin
thought of the theme for
the introduction’s harp ac-
companiment the afternoon
before his performance, and
added that — along with nu-
merous other variations — to

his performance.

Creating and refining
works is a long process for
Mr. Bodkin. His most recent
story is called “Beowulf: The
Only One,” which he crafted
over five years. He begins by
“reading various versions of
the story in whatever mytho-
logical sources I can find, [or]
literary sources.” He then en-
visions characters and mu-
sical themes, after which he
plays and performs the story
repeatedly, and his stories
change slightly with every
performance. Nevertheless,
he says that once different
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stories “codify themselves,
they all have their own mu-
sic.”

One of Mr. Bodkin’s
goals for his performances
is to engage the audience’s
imagination, an experience
that he finds all too rare “in
an age of saturation of infor-
mation and imagery beyond
the ken and ability of hu-
mans to process fully without
becoming anxious.” Linking
skill in imagining to success
in science, art, and other
fields, Mr. Bodkin believes
that stories can help people
in many areas of their lives.

GRAIN Hits Milestone

Continued from the front page

tainably, Groton decided to
institute a three-year tuition
freeze, which ends with the
2017-2018 school year. This
tuition freeze substantially
lowered the relative cost of
attending Groton, so much
so that it went from being
the most expensive out of
forty peer schools to being
the 37th most expensive one.
Of the fifty million pledged
to GRAIN, about half will
be used to fund the tuition
freeze, and the other half will
go towards scholarship fund-
ing.

GRAIN has in-
creased the number of ap-
plications from both families
who can pay the full tuition

and families that require fi-
nancial aid. Furthermore,
annual giving to Groton has
increased unusually quickly
since  GRAIN’s inception,
suggesting that GRAIN stim-
ulated more funding overall.
As Mr. Maqubela
said, GRAIN perfectly rep-
resents the ideals of Groton:
“The original idea of an open
Circle 1s what prompted the
question, who is at Groton
today and who will be at
Groton tomorrow? GRAIN
says, the Circle is open when
all talented and deserving
children are invited to apply.
GRAIN embodies the ulti-
mate Groton embrace.”

Mr. Maqubela, who spearheaded the GRAIN initiative.’
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Cultural Day, Round 2

Continued from the front page

thermore, Mr. LeRoy con-
tacted outside companies
to cater certain foods rather
than having students prepare
them, hoping that this would
allow student organizers to
focus on hands-on activities
like games and music. Stu-
dents participated in a raffle
at the South Africa table, an-
swered trivia questions at the
Hong Kong table, and prac-
ticed calligraphy at the Chi-
na table.

Sangah Lee ’'18 has
organized the table represent-
ing Korea for the past two
years, and noted improve-
ments in the event’s organi-
zation. Last year she found
the process more rushed, and
had to take more initiative in
finding teachers who were
willing to help. However,

with catered food and more
structure easing preparation
this year, she could “be a lot
more adventurous with what
[she] wanted to share with
the school.”

This year’s Cultural
Day featured more outside
performances, including a
Chinese lion dance group as
well as a band paying Do-
minican tipico music. Yet stu-
dents were not left out: Neha
Agarwal ‘20 presented the
audience with a Bollywood
dance show and even taught
students some basic moves.

While the event ran
smoothly this year, Mr. Le-
Roy is still trying to figure
out the best setup and flow
for Cultural Day. He said that
there were “a lot of logistics
we need to work through,
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which makes it more excit-
ing and nerve-wracking.”
Looking forward, Mr. Le-
Roy hopes to expand Cul-
tural Day to include yet
more cultures, including
the various cultures within
the United States. He said,
“we don’'t want to close any
doors to the students who
want to share their culture
with the school.” Mr. LeRoy
also wants to incorporate
a wider range of opinions
to the SAC’s decision-mak-
ing process, and is working
on school-wide surveys for
all students to share their
thoughts.

Ms. Sen-Das de-
scribed the beauty of Cultur-
al Day, saying, “it speaks to
the heart, not just the head.”
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Groton’s Steps Toward Sustainability, Revisited

In the third issue of this year,
The Circle Voice ran an arti-
cle on Groton’s sustainabil-
ity, pointing to many of the
strides the School has taken
in pursuit of an eco-friendli-
er campus. While all of that
article’s information was
factual, the Circle still has
a considerable way to go in
reducing its environmental
footprint. This article hopes
to add context to its previous
incarnation to present a more
balanced picture of Groton’s
environmental impact.
Groton School relies
on the Groton Electric Light
Department (GELD) for en-
ergy, and while the company
has recently added a local so-
lar array to its energy gener-
ation methods, solar energy
contributed to only 2.8% of
its fuel mix in 2016 (the last
year for which full data was
available), according to Tam-
mi Lemire, Business Man-
ager of GELD. The percent-
age has increased somewhat
throughout 2017, but is still
small compared to the sus-
tainable energy used at some
of our peer schools who gen-
erate their own electricity.
According to Law-
renceville School’s website,
for example, the school gen-
erates 90% of its energy
needs with a nearly 30-acre
solar farm. During the day,
they can produce nearly
twice the amount of ener-
gy needed by the School,

and this excess is exported
to the local electrical utility.
St. Mark’s School’s website
also states that the school
uses solar energy to pow-
er 25% of the school’s total
annual electricity consump-
tion. Other schools in the
Independent School League
(ISL) have also implemented
solar panel initiatives. Bel-
mont Hill’s solar panel gen-
erates approximately 25,000
kilowatt hours of power per
year for the Science Building,
Milton Academy’s solar pan-
el provides about 50 percent
of the electricity for its Ath-
letic Center, Roxbury Latin
has installed a 137 kW solar
photovoltaic (PV) renewable
energy system on the roof of
its Field House, according to
the schools’ websites.
However, while a
number of other schools have
talked about and looked into
solar initiatives, in many cas-
es “they haven't done much
yet in the way of spending
money to do anything,” ac-
cording to Groton’s Chief
Financial Officer Arthur
Diaz. Groton is thus not the
only school lacking a large-
scale solar-panel installation,
but we still lag behind peer
schools when it comes to sus-
tainability. (The School does
have a very small array on
some its land near the Nash-

ua River.)
To reduce Groton’s
environmental footprint,

By MARIANNE LU ’19

the Groton Association for
Environmental Awareness
(GAEA) put together a stu-
dent petition for solar panels,
in order to show the trustees
that the effort to make Gro-
ton a more environmentally
friendly place does not only
come from a small group of
students. Sandra Redjali ‘19
said, “We hoped that after
we showed them how much
the students care about this
issue, they would be more
willing to give us a chance
to make a full solar panel
proposal at the spring trust-
ee weekend.” With over 340
student signatures, Mr. Klein
agreed to give the group a
slot to present.

In the past, Groton’s
administration and trustees
have examined and rejected
solar panel initiatives on sev-
eral occasions. Mr. Diaz cited
two main drivers for switch-
ing energy sources: to reduce
the school’s carbon footprint
and to reduce our costs. He
said, “The administration
and the school’s trustees have
looked at installing solar sev-
eral times and on each occa-
sion decided not to, because
there was not an overly con-
vincing case in terms of ei-
ther of those two measures.”
Mr. Diaz added that GELD
is the lowest cost energy sup-
plier around — nearby towns
that receive electricity from
National Grid pay rates 81%
higher than the rates from

Groton Electric. Further-
more, the school has made
reductions in its carbon foot-
print, cutting its emissions by
half from 2004 to 2016. Even
though GELD’s energy does
not completely come from
solar or wind sources, the
company has been switching
its energy procurement to
more renewable resources.

Currently, 45.1% of
GELD’s energy comes from
nuclear plants. While there
is a general consensus that
nuclear power is superior to
fossil fuels in sustainability,
there is another issue: one
of New England’s two pow-
er plants is slated to close
by 2019. (A third shuttered
its doors in 2014.) Although
these sources of GELD’s
current nuclear energy are
closing, Ms. Lemire said the
company plans to increase
the nuclear power portion of
their fuel mix over the next
couple of years.

Solar panels were
described as only having in-
cremental financial benefits
in the previous article, but
that perspective did not take
into account calculations of
financial impact that proved
that a solar array would al-
most certainly be profitable
in the long term. In 2016,
Allie Banks ‘16 and Angus
Warren ’16 outlined a pro-
posal for a solar array to be
placed on some of Groton’s
currently unused land. After

extensively researching and
calculating initial costs, en-
ergy usage, annual savings
of solar panels, and through
discussions with solar in-
stallers, they stated that a
conservative estimate time
for Groton’s payback period
would be eight years, even
accounting for Groton’s in-
ability to take advantage
of solar renewable energy
credits (SRECs). While the
math has likely changed due
to changing U.S. solar poli-
cy and a new tariff on solar
companies, the investment
would likely still pay itself
back.

Furthermore, the
previous article mentioned
that solar panels will be-
come hazardous waste when
they cease producing power,
but did not report that the
amount of waste generated
by solar panels is tiny com-
pared to that generated by
oil refining and fracking for
natural gas, according to en-
vironmental science teacher
David Black.

Dr. Black is a strong
advocate for sustainability.
“We can never do enough,”
he said, “and we shouldn’t be
satisfied by relying on GELD
when we have such huge re-
sources.” While Groton is
currently able to meet its
energy needs, implementing
solar panels would be a large
step toward sustainability.

Groton Alum Tackles Mental Health in a Prep School Setting

By ELIZA POWERS 20

On Tuesday, January 23, Mit-
zi Bockman ‘83 and Kristy
Hommel came to Groton to
speak about their experiences
with mental health. The two
are part of the In Your Own
Voice initiative started by the
National Alliance on Mental
Illness (NAMI). They, along
with others involved in the
organization, travel to pris-
ons, schools, and other insti-
tutions to share their personal
stories with mental illness in
their own words. They hope
to help destigmatize mental
health by humanizing their
illnesses. “There are people
like me living with mental
illness,” said Ms. Brockman,
“and it’s not just a stereotypi-
cal idea of a homeless person
on the street.”

Ms. Bockman had
originally reached out to Di-
rector of Communications
Gail Friedman to find out
what Groton was doing to
address mental health issues
and to share her story with
Ms. Friedman, who thought
Director of Counseling Shei-
la Fritz-Ellis might be inter-
ested in Ms. Bockman’s story
and so connected the two.
At the same time, Groton
Workplace Wellness com-
mittee member Peggy Duffy
reached out to Ms. Fritz-El-
lis to see if she knew anyone
who could come to Groton
to talk about mental illness
as part of the staff Wellness
program. Ms. Fritz-Ellis then

Ms. Bockman and Ms. Hommel.

contacted Ms. Bockman and
began working to get her
here.

The pair’s visit to
Groton was their first time
delivering a presentation to
a boarding school. “Really
we're here because I went
here and I reached out,” says
Ms. Bockman. Both of the
lecturers remarked that the
resources available to Groton
students now were not avail-
able at their own boarding
schools thirty-five years ago.
“We had a counselor, Birch
Ford,” she remembers. “She
was the one counselor for the
school and she was the only
person we could go to if we

needed someone to talk to. It
was just her.”

Ms. Bockman was
especially curious to hear
about Groton’s peer coun-
selor program. “We had our
prefects in our dorm but we
never talked about our feel-
ings,” she says, adding that
“from what I have seen at
Groton there has been a sig-
nificant increase of resources
available to students.” The
two both hope that by de-
livering their own stories,
someone might recognize
their own self in their words.
“Whether they are some-
body suffering with men-
tal illness, whether they are
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somebody who knows some-
body suffering, my hope is to
just reach at least one person,
just through sharing what
I’ve gone through,” says Ms.
Hommel. “That is always
our hope, that we’re going
to reach one person in these.
And often we do,” adds Ms.
Bockman.

Ms. Bockman shared
her struggle with bipolar dis-
order, which has affected her
since her high school years.
She explains that she did
not know she had a mental
illness while attending Gro-
ton because issues were not
talked about to begin with,
and she did not have any

classification to describe the
way she felt. Ms. Hommel
explains that, during her
own boarding school expe-
rience, she knew something
was wrong but did not know
what. “There wasn’t really
a protocol at my boarding
school. I was struggling with
self injury, and it just wasn’t
talked about. It wasn’t some-
thing that people knew even
really existed,” she recounts.
“My hope is that faculty can
hear what it’s like to [be] a
student, to be that young,
to be that confused, and un-
derstand that there are a lot
of different perspectives and
ways that people can support
each other.”

The pair’'s advice
to students confused about
separating stress and home-
sickness with mental illness
is to listen to themselves.
“Pay attention to how you're
feeling,” Ms. Bockman says.
“There is a difference from
being sad and stressed versus
being depressed and anxi-
ety-ridden. And there’s [a
way] to tell the difference. If
you're sad and it’s because
something happened, that’s
sadness. But depression is
more characterized by long
term sadness, deep sadness
that isn’'t caused by anything.
And that’s why we’re here.
To help educate you guys
about the other things.”
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Breaking the Other Barrier:
Students with English as a
Second Language

For many students, the tran-
sition to Groton and board-
ing school life is uniquely
challenging. New friends,
teachers, subjects, and sur-
roundings on the Circle are
daunting, even to the most
outgoing student. Some
students have yet another
variable to juggle: language.

Approximately eight
percent of the student body
i1s international, and many
students at Groton speak
English as their second lan-
guage. Interim Director of
Admission Jamie Funnell
said, “The standard we ex-
pect is a bit ambiguous, but
I use the term ‘near native’
to describe the level we are
looking for.” In addition,
Groton requires the TOE-
FL (Test of English Foreign
Language) for anyone who
has not studied at an English
language school for at least
two full years. Mr. Funnell
added that there is no for-
mal cutoff for the TOEFL
results, but most students
score above 100/120 on
the exam. Like every other
challenge on campus, ev-
eryone who has a different
native language approach-
es English-related studies
differently. However, many
students who speak English
as their second language
do not believe it is a lasting
barrier to their studies here.

“I don’t feel that
English being my second
language has hindered me
in any aspect at Groton,”
said Faye Tian ‘19, whose
native tongue is Mandarin.

Tyler Weisberg ‘22,
who also speaks Manda-
rin fluently, said, “I seem
to be able to mix in with
the other kids perfect-
ly fine. When I tell them
that English is my second
language, sometimes they

seem a little bit surprised.”
Julien Lee Heberling

By CARA CHANG ‘20

‘19, whose first language
is French, mostly agreed.
“Well, language-wise, I was
generally able to speak En-
glish, but there would be
some phrases I would miss
out of, especially colloqui-
al stuff,” he said. “[My En-
glish] wasn’t quite as natural
as my French, but I haven't
spoken French in a while so
[English has] gotten better.”

Not everyone’s ex-
perience has been seamless.
Fran Saldivar ‘19, a native
Spanish speaker, noted that
it was initially more diffi-
cult writing essays, reading
aloud in class, or debating
publicly because the level of
English increased substan-
tially from her old school
and, subsequently, insecu-
rities arose. However, since
then, Fran said, “My writing
has gotten progressively bet-
ter. I am now more concise,
eloquent and, of course,
have more vocabulary.”

When asked about
how Groton’s curriculum
accommodates non-native
English speakers, students
had a variety of answers.
Lwazi Bululu ‘20, whose
first language is Xhosa, said,
“The Groton curriculum
has helped me by teaching
me at the same pace as my
classmates, not putting me
in an easier section because
English is not my native
language... But I feel in sec-
ond and third form, teachers
work on improving that as-
pect of language [teaching].”

Fran, in contrast,
called for more guidance,
although she said that she
was motivated by the high
standards teachers held her
to. Faye shared a similar
view, adding that the only
way she could see students
getting extra help at Groton
was by seeking out one-on-
one meetings with teachers.
Other students simply cited

Tyler Weisberg, whose first language is Mandarin.

the requirement of English
throughout the application
process as a natural deter-
rent for students who truly
struggle with the language.
Julien noted that more than
half of the SSAT is based on
a thorough understanding
of English, and Filip Eng-
strom ‘20, originally from
Sweden, said, that students
whose native language isn’t
English “are expected to
have the same proficiency
as any other student, re-
gardless of how long they
have spoken the language.”

Yet, most students
agreed that their time at Gro-
ton changed their perspective
on different cultures through
their understanding of lan-
guage. In addition, many stu-
dents said they became more
conscious of both English
and their native languages.
For example, Faye described
situations both from English
to Chinese and vice versa
“hopelessly lost in transla-
tion,” and how they prompt-
ed her to compare cultural
norms and linguistic habits.
“In Chinese,” she said, “for
example, relatives all have
different names depending
on whether they come from
the mother’s or the father’s
side of the family, whereas
in English there is no such
distinction. Also, in Chinese,
there are no tenses; I'd ac-
tually never thought about
or even realized this before
someone at Groton asked
me how to say ‘I run’ ver-
sus ‘I ran’ in Chinese, and it
struck me that Chinese verbs
don’t have different tenses.”

Lwazi also men-
tioned becoming more con-
scious of the ties between lan-
guage and identity, saying, “I
feel sometimes I cannot fully
express myself not because
Groton is suppressive but
because I find myself to be
unique in my native tongue.”

B. CALMAS ‘18 for The Circle Voice

Word on the Circle

“What do you love about
the Dining Hall?”

“I like their willingness to engage with
the community. They don’t feel like
their own department. They ask peo-
ple to come to their meetings, wEich
they don’t have to do. We're so lucky
to have such a devoted people working
with us, not for us.”

-Randi Dumont

“I love the memes that they put up on
the walls. They always make me laugh
no matter how cheesy they are.”

-Annabel Kocks 20

“I really like the variability. The food
is never generic and there’s always
something for everyone. It’s also very
accessible, which is nice.”

-George Kingsland 21

Photos by B. CALMAS ‘18 for The Circle Voice
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The Social Significance of Cabaret

By KARLA SANFORD ‘19

This winter, Groton’s theater
program will be producing
Cabaret. The show follows
Sally Bowles (Lily Cratsley
‘19), an ignorant expatriate,
on her quest for fame in the
tawdry Kit Kat Klub as well
as her relationship with Cliff
Bradshaw (Christian Car-
son ‘18), a visiting Ameri-
can novelist. Meanwhile, a
Master of Ceremonies (Ju-
lien Alam ‘19) oversees the
Kit Kat Klub and, by exten-
sion, the world of the show.

With a large cast,
Cabaret is a perfect show
because it allows many stu-
dents to shine on stage, and
also “makes social commen-
tary,” according to Director
of Theater Laurie Sales. Pri-
marily, Laurie believes that
the show makes the audience
think about their values and
privileges that come with be-
ing in a place that allows the
expression his or her values.
For example, the show cen-
ters around the Kit Kat Club,
a seedy Berlin nightclub
with dancing cabaret girls on
call. However, Laurie says
that, while the show is sexy,
it’s not necessarily sexual.
“It makes you think about
norms and deviants and how
we get boxed in and how
some forms of expression are
acceptable and others aren't,
but it’s not in a way that’s
about sexual expression. It’s
about freedom to express
oneself in a variety of ways.”

On a more political
level, the show allows the au-

The Cabaret cast rehearsing.

dience to view Berlin through
the eyes of the show’s antag-
onists, the Nazis. Laurie ex-
plains that the original Broad-
way production used a huge
mirror as a metaphor. After
the production, the audience
members are met with their
own image and are forced
to confront their own am-
bivalence towards the grad-
ual Nazification of Berlin.

During the Nazis’
rise to power, many Germans
had little choice on whether
to support the Nazis. Even
the Cabaret girls, who can
easily be written off as mere
dancers, the audience must
be more introspective. The
cabaret lifestyle represents
both their livelihoods and
escapism from the drollery
of politics and society. “In a
way, this show has made me
think about understanding

S. CONROY ‘19 for The Circle Voice

a perspective that’s very dif-
ferent from mine. It makes
me think about how privi-
leged I am to decide what my
values are and live my val-
ues by choice,” says Laurie.

Throughout the re-
hearsal process, the cast prac-
tices moment work — short
pieces of theater incorporat-
ing the show’s themes and
theatrical elements — to begin
to understand the place of
citizens in the late Weimar
Republic. Many drew com-
parisons between this time
period and today’s political
climate. Josie Fulton ‘18,
who plays a cabaret dancer,
says, “So clearly linking the
two periods of time togeth-
er greatly affected me. I felt
like I was able to fully under-
stand what complacency is
and how we’re living in a pe-
riod of complacency now.”

Laurie explains this
moment work is necessary
to put on a good show. She
explains, “Without [the mo-
ment work], as educators
we are not doing our jobs...
It’'s great to learn how to
perform but we are really in-
terested in teaching is how
performance gets at these
universal human questions.”
Choreographer and co-direc-
tor Nicole Harris hopes that
the moment work won’t be
lost on the audience. “Any
time as an audience member
you watch something where
the ensemble is experiencing
what’s happening, you have
a different experience as an
audience member,” she says.

In addition to creat-
ing a broad social commen-
tary, the show holds other
themes that may resound, es-
pecially on Groton’s campus.
Julien Alam ‘19 says, “Cer-
tain songs such as ‘Money’
may hit particularly home.
I think that there are a lot
of themes that the Groton
community can relate to
including privilege, status,
and discrimination.” Laurie
also points out a song titled
“What Would You Do?” as
an embodiment of the rela-
tionship between privilege
and action: “It’s not that
easy to answer the question,
‘What would you do?’ if you
didn’t live in a privileged sit-
uation where you have all the
resources at your fingertips,
when your values are not as
important as being able to

eat and survive and protect
your family, what would you
do? I think the answer for
all of us is kind of scary.”

The harsh beauty of
Cabaret, says Laurie, is that
the audience members do
become bystanders. “There
is no fourth wall,” she says.
The seamless changes be-
tween the club performanc-
es and to scenes of real life
heighten this effect. Because
the setting seamlessly chang-
es between the club perfor-
mances to scenes of real life,
the audience is immediately
drawn in. Lily Cratsley ‘19
explains “In the whole play,
as a matter of fact, life merg-
es with performance and per-
formance overlaps with life.”

While there are ties
to present-day politics, cast
members insist that the show
is not about this. Julien Alam
‘19 says, “I would also say,
on the show as a whole, that
it is coming at a really perfect
time and I don’t think peo-
ple are ready for how hard it
may hit them.” Laurie says
that, while she is not trying
to impress any single set of
values on the audience, she
is challenging the audience
to think about their values.
She hopes that as the audi-
ence members leave, they
will consider two important
questions: “What does it
feel like when you see some
of your values played out
on stage like this? What are
you going to do about that?”

A History of Groton’s Model

This year, on January 25,
twelve students departed for
a three-day conference in
Boston, to attend the Har-
vard Model United Nations
Conference. Since its found-
ing in 1986, this event an-
nually attracts students from
regions as far away as South
America and Africa. The
conference, run entirely by
current Harvard students, is
one of the most widely rec-
ognized and highly-attended
Model United Nations con-
ferences around the world.
For three days, students
spend hours attending meets,
deliberating, and forming
resolutions to propose to
the mock general assembly.

MUN is, as the
name would suggest, a sim-
ulation of the United Na-
tions. Students at the high
school, college, or even mid-
dle school level represent
diplomats from countries
from around the world in
mock committees. On the
social front, students have
a chance to meet other in-
ternationally-minded  stu-
dents from around the world

History teacher John
Lyons first started a MUN
group at Groton in the early
2000s. Originally, the school
took part in the George-
town MUN conference in
Washington D.C. Due to
complications arising from

the clashing of conference
dates and long weekend,
the program was discontin-
ued in 2008. After receiving
interest from both current
and prospective students,
Mr. Lamont reestablished
the program in 2013. The
program has been running
for three years and the team
has attended both Yale and
Harvard MUN conferences.
Over three years, MUN’s
popularity has increased,
with twenty-six students in
total affiliated this year and
twenty-four of those students
attending either MUN or
Model Congress (MCONG)
conferences. Mr. Lamont at-
tributes the club’s popularity
to both the increasing inter-
est of current students and
an influx of new students
with previous experience.

This year, Groton
students, grouped with spe-
cific committees, were as-
signed to research various
issues with regard to Paki-
stan, their assigned country.
Possible jobs for students
ranged from researching hu-
man rights to working as a
member of the press corps.
As preparation for the con-
ference, each committee uses
their research to complete a
position paper, a document
explaining their issue and
solution to the problem, and
submit it to their respective

By ALEX KOGLER ‘19

Men;befs of the Groton M Club.

committee heads. As MUN
head Margot French ‘18 ex-
plains, students “represent
their [assigned countries]
and interact with other dele-
gates based on [the assigned
country’s] allies or enemies.”
Margot further explains
that “the goal is to draft a
successful resolution that
deals with an issue present-
ed within your committee.”

After weeks of prepa-
ration, each twelve-person
team travels to its respective
conference. MUN and its
partner club, Groton’s Model
Congress (MCONG) group,
dedicated two hours ev-

ery Sunday for two months
to participate in the event.
Students are assigned to a
wide range of committees
spanning topics from en-
vironmental work to inter-
national security keeping.

Despite the lengthy
preparation, MUN provides
opportunities not only a
learning process for those
interested in international
relations, but also a valuable
social experience. MUN/
MCONG  co-head Jack
Wilmerding ‘19 says that
the group “is a really good
experience for anyone with
aspirations for politics. Oth-

UN Club
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erwise, it’s a lot of fun to go
out of my comfort zone and
socialize with students from
around the world that attend
these conferences.” MUN
participant Fran Saldivar
‘19 enjoys meeting fellow
students who are “very mo-
tivated” and “clearly there
to make a change in the fu-
ture.” As the MUN confer-
ence ends, the Model Con-
gress students prepare for
the Harvard Model Congress
event, also hosted in Boston,
where student have the op-
portunity to portray real-life
political figures such as gov-
ernors and house judiciaries.
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Athlete Of the Issue: Alyna Baharozian

BY BEN ZAIDEL 20

The day was February 27,
2016: St. Mark’s Day, one of
the most important days for
a Groton athlete. All Gro-
ton students who play sports
pit themselves against St.
Mark’s students in a battle
that comes down to pure ath-
letic prowess. The team was
girls varsity basketball, and
things weren’t looking good.
The team was down 45-46
with only a few seconds left
on the clock. Time was run-
ning out, and hope for a vic-
tory seemed lost. That was,
until Alyna Baharozian 18
got her hands on the ball.
Sinking a buzzer-beater to
win the game, Alyna pro-
pelled the entire team to a
victory. Alyna has been an
integral member of the Gro-
ton’s girls basketball program
for all five of her years at the
school, and the team func-
tions better with her at its
helm.

Alyna’s  basketball
career started around first
grade, when she was only six
or seven. All of the basketball
programs in her hometown —
Westford, MA — didn’t start
until third grade, but she was
dying to get into the sport.
“Athletics have always been
big in my family,” she says.
So, she had her mom sign
her up for a church league
called Upward. After that,
she continued with basket-
ball, improving on her skills
well through arriving to
Groton. She has played bas-
ketball for her entire Groton
career, even making varsi-

M 4
Alyna on the court.

ty in her second form year,
and now captains the team
and is a crucial part of the
team’s successes. Alyna cur-
rently plays as a point guard
and shooting guard for the
school, averaging 14 points
per game. Her other statistics
are equally impeccable: over
her career, she has made 74
percent of her free throws
and 31 percent of her field
goals.

Alyna’s  dedication
to the sport is thorough.
When asked why she loves
the sport, her answer is sim-
ple: that she loves being on
a team. She also attributes
her success to working with,
rather than against, the team,
saying that she is “willing to

share the ball and get every-
one involved.” She firmly
believes that the team’s wins
come from cohesion on ev-
eryone’s part, and doesn’t
take sole responsibility for
any success. Thus, it makes
sense that her favorite parts
of basketball are the “phys-
icality and teamwork.” Be-
sides this, she believes that
the high level of competition
involved in basketball makes
it enjoyable.

As well as being a
solid team player, Alyna
also co-captains the team
with Mary Sabatelle 18 and
Lyndsey Toce ’19. Alyna,
Mary, and Lyndsey all do
their best to bring the team
together. They transitioned
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rather easily into leadership
— given that only one senior
graduated last year, they had
previously taken some re-
sponsibility for leading the
team.

This year, though, al-
most half of the girls varsity
basketball team is comprised
of second and third formers,
making leadership critical
to inspire new talent. Alyna
is a big fan of the young-
er kids on the team, saying,
“The younger kids are awe-
some. They all work super
hard to pressure the older
kids in practice and it cer-
tainly helps the team. All of
the lower schoolers are super
fun to hang out with and be
around.”

Alyna’s teammates
and managers have beam-
ing reviews of her skills both
on and off the court. Mary
Collins ’20 says that “Aly-
na has great team spirit and
[has] been able to help us
pull through in some of our
toughest games. She is an
amazing captain, player, and
teammate.” Sunhoo Park
’18, co-manager of the team,
thinks that Alyna has been
leading the team ever since
fourth form. “She constant-
ly gives her all and leads her
team through the ups and
downs on both ends of the
court.”

Coaches Stacey
Spring and Kate Dennison
also praise Alyna’s work eth-
ic and talent. Mrs. Spring
said that Alyna “is our most
consistent scorer who can
shoot the three or drive to
the hoop.” Mrs. Dennison
added that “her basketball
1Q is very high, adding to
her diligence and talent on
the court.”

Alyna plans to con-
tinue with her athletic en-
deavors. Next year, she will
join Middlebury College’s
Class of 2022 and play bas-
ketball for the Panthers. In
the nearer future, though,
Groton’s  girls  basketball
team will most likely be fo-
cusing on making the NEP-
SAC Class B playoffs, as
they did last year. They also
hope to improve before their
next big match up against St.
Mark’s, hoping to beat them
for the third time in a row.

2018 Winter Olympics Preview

Finally, the wait is
over. Beginning February 9,
the 2018 Winter Olympics
will be held in Pyeongchang,
South Korea. This tradition,
idolized by spectators and
competitors, happens once
every four years, and the
competition looks sharp for
yet another year. Team USA
will return with both veteran
competitors and rookies.

Mikaela Shiffrin, a
member of the U.S. alpine
skiing team, has especially
big plans to expand on her
first gold medal received in
Sochi in 2014. Ms. Shiffrin
is a native of Vail, Colorado.
Specializing in slalom and gi-
ant slalom, two of five alpine
skiing events, Shiffrin com-
peted in her first Olympics in
Sochi in 2014. 18 years old,
she won gold in women’s
slalom and made history as
the youngest champion in
her event. After her victory
in Sochi, she is setting a per-
sonal goal to win five medals
in 2018, a daunting challenge
even for experienced Olym-
pians.

However, as the
Winter Olympics approach,
this milestone does not seem
too far out of reach. Shiffrin
has won a total of nine sla-
lom races in the the alpine
ski World Cup race this year,

Team USA'’s bobsled at the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympics.

winning most recently by a
massive margin of 1.64 sec-
onds. Additionally, in other
alpine skiing events, she re-
mains in top form and seems
prepared to make the run for
five Golds. At Pyeongchang,

BY MAX STEINERT ‘20

Ms. Shiffrin plans to com-
pete in slalom and giant sla-
lom, the first two events on
the schedule, and depending
on her performance, she may
attempt other events. As one
of the top winter athletes for
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the U.S. team in 2018, audi-
ence members should cer-
tainly keep their eyes on Ms.
Shiffrin.

Another popular
event in the Winter Olym-
pics is the luge. Although

Team USA has a competitive
luge program and has earned
medals on more than one oc-
casion, the team has yet to
win an Olympic gold. The
key to winning is simply per-
forming under pressure on
the competition run. Many
athletes on the team have the
capability to produce gold-
medal runs: it is just about
performing when it matters.
Luge is a unique sport: there
are a total of 20 corners to
navigate around, and the
fastest run wins. Athletes
lay on their backs and throw
themselves feet first down
an ice track in a metal sled,
peering over their toes down
the course. The United States
will look to finally secure
their first gold medal in this
fast-paced and somewhat
dangerous sport this upcom-
ing Olympics.

Overall, the Unit-
ed States is shaping up for
an excellent performance in
this year’s Olympic Games.
Competing globally as one
of the most consistently
performing countries in this
grand culmination of win-
ter sports, we can expect the
nation to succeed and — with
some luck — to take home a
world record or two as well.
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Why Hockey Players Choose Groton

Groton’s boys varsi-
ty hockey team competes in
the Eberhart division of the
New England Prep School
Ice Hockey Association. The
season begins in the end of
November, and stretches to
the end of February, play-
ing two to three games per
week. Groton’s hockey team
prides itself on strong team-
work and experience. In the
last decade, Groton play-
ers have committed to Yale
University, the University of
Vermont, Colgate Universi-
ty, Colby College, Williams
College, Babson College,
Bowdoin College, St. Mi-
chael’s College, and Con-
necticut College. Over the
years, the team has gained
a strong reputation, attract-
ing players from different
regions in New England and
Canada. The question on the
table: why did they choose
Groton?

New fifth former
Brandon Slawaska ‘19 is cur-
rently in the midst of his first
Groton hockey season. Hail-
ing all the way from Mon-
treal, he was eager to join a
competitive hockey league.
“New England prep school
hockey is great exposure.
There are a lot of college
scouts that look around the
prep school circuit, and it’s
a great preparation for colle-
giate level,” he says.

Independent School
League rules prevent schools

within the league — like Gro-
ton — from offering athletic
scholarships. The rule states
that member schools are
only permitted to offer schol-
arships “only on the basis of
students’ demonstrated fi-
nancial need.

At Groton, there is
no formal recognition for
recruited hockey players.
Student athletes such as Will
Torriani ’19, Noah Kader

’19, and Brandon decided
to choose Groton not only
to play hockey, but also for

By LILIAS KIM ‘19

its rigorous academics. Will
says that his journey to Gro-
ton was motivated largely by
academic factors: “...back
home with my club team, we
used to play more games, but
you would only go to school
four hours a day. Here, school
is more rigorous. The hockey
is good back home, but here
the education is really good.”
Brandon also chose Groton
for more than just hockey.
A transfer from Westmin-
ster School, he enjoys the
experience he has at Groton

Noah Kader ‘19 and Kai Dueifiez ‘18 on the rink.

because of the tightly knit
community and team at Gro-
ton. “My mom’s friend’s son
went to Groton, and he really
liked it. I called Coach [Wil-
liam] Riley, and he helped
me a lot. We have a really
strong camaraderie here, and

that’s really important”, he
explains.

Liam Calder ’18,
from Montreal, and Tom

Steere ’18, from New Hamp-
shire, came to Groton in
2016 as new fifth formers.
Liam plays defense, and

3

F. LYNCH ‘19 for The Circle Voice

Tom is a goalie. They both
say that academics were a
strong factor in their choices;
Liam says that he found Gro-
ton by looking up “best prep
schools in the United States.”
They’ve transitioned well
here, arguing that the rigid-
ly scheduled hockey season
helps them succeed in their
academic pursuits. Liam
says, “Winter term is my best
term for sure. The time table
with practices and classes al-
lows no time for procrastina-
tion which helps a lot”.

Kai Dueriez ‘18, also
from Montreal, appreciates
the “great variety of friends
at Groton with the hockey
team and his extracurricu-
lars.” “It’s a healthy balance
between school life and ath-
letics”.

Even though these
athletes arrived in the fifth
form — later than most Gro-
ton students — they seem to
adjust well to Groton’s rigor-
ous schedule and contribute
to the team. Hockey captain
Tyler Forbes ‘18 commented
on the strength the boys have
added to the team: “They’ve
helped fill the hole that was
left after last season. In the
past seasons, we've lacked
depth, but the new recruits
have made our team a better
one because they’ve given us
a bigger and more competi-
tive bench.”

Do Managers Deserve Half of a Varsity Letter?

Managing a varsity team has
long been an alternative to
athletics or drama for fifth
and sixth formers seeking an
afternoon activity. However,
not playing in the games or
matches sparks the question
of whether managers ought
to be considered part of the
teams they manage — and
whether they deserve the
half varsity letters they re-
ceive at the end of each term.

The Athletic Depart-
ment requires managers to
bring the waters to and from
team practices as well as at-
tend all of the team’s games,
both home and away. As a
result, the time commitment
is not significantly less than
the sport itself; boys varsity
hockey manager Addie New-
some 18 says “I’ll work out
so I'll be in the AC for the
same amount of time they
are.”

Then, before every
home game, Addie and her
co-manager Evie Gomila ’19
have to “fill up the water, set
up the puck pyramid, bring
the back-up sticks, keep stats,
control the music, and tweet
the score of the boys’ game.”
Much of this would be the
domain of coaches or players
otherwise, so managers fill
an important niche in team
activities. Further, by using
the statistics managers take,
coaches have the ability to
analyze the team as a whole
and determine what tactics

they need to focus more on
in practice

According to Athlet-
ic Director Bob Low, manag-
ers are given only half a var-
sity letter because “the time
commitment compared to
that of an athlete on the team
is not equal.” Willow Irving
’20, a member of the girls

By ANNABEL KOCKS ‘20

varsity squash team, agrees
with Mr. Low that managers
“deserve half a varsity letter
because even though they
aren’t playing for the team,
they are still helping out, tak-
ing the scores, and setting up
the matches.”

Varsity letters are tra-
ditionally awarded based on

: “ lmn i

Team managers attend every game. But should they letter?

varsity team status — by proxy,
on athletic skill. Getting half
a varsity letter showcases the
level of commitment that
managers bring in an often
thankless position. However,
some would argue that this
doesn’t mean they are tru-
ly part of the team. Varsity
hockey player Henry Hodde

iamm“
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T. WEISBERG ‘22 for The Circle Voice

’20 says that managers “are
very useful, but I wouldnt
necessarily consider them
to be a part of the team. I'd
say they’re connected but not
actually on the team because
they’re not actually playing
in the games. For hockey,
they’re not on the ice with
the rest of the team, they’re
off to the side, and they ar-
en’t in the locker room.”

On the other hand,
boys varsity basketball man-
ager Elechi Egwuekwe ’18
says that she feels like she is
truly a part of the team “be-
cause this team is made up of
some of my best friends, so it
wasn’t hard for me to fit right
in.”

The same is true of
managers on the girls varsity
basketball team; Coach Sta-
cey Spring strongly believes
that the managers are inte-
gral members of the team:
“Sunhoo [Park] and Charlie
[Pearce ‘18] bring positive
energy to bus rides, practic-
es, and games...They help
keep things light.” Overall,
it seems that the question
of whether or not managers
are truly parts of their teams
depends on the specific team
and manager. Regardless,
managers serve important
functions and help to keep
team’s running smoothly.
“The team wouldn’t be the
same without them,” says
Willow.
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Teachers Reveal Their Favorite Tunes

Mr. Kohn

In the words of Kanye West,
“[Kanye’s] music isn’t just
music — it’s medicine.” This
certainly rings true for En-
glish teacher Jake Kohn, who
lists Kanye as his favorite art-
ist and Kanye’s My Beautiful
Dark Twisted Fantasy as his
favorite album. What Mr.
Kohn likes so much about
Kanye is that “he has the vi-
sion and courage needed to
reinvent himself.”

Mr. Kohn'’s love for
Kanye stems from his high
school days. He has vivid
memories of how inspira-
tional Kanye was; specifical-
ly, how listening to Kanye’s
“All of the Lights” got Mr.
Kohn to “think about having
the confidence to ask for the
spotlight, to believe that you
were smart enough or fast
enough that you wanted ev-
ery light in the place on you,
just so you could be seen.”

Kanye wasn’t the
only artist that Mr. Kohn
enjoyed listening to in high
school — he frequently played
tunes by U2, Death Cab, El-
ton John. the XX and more.

Mr. Lamont

If you've been at Groton for
long enough, you have cer-
tainly noticed the big black-
and-white “The Not” stick-
ers stuck on a plethora of
students’ laptops. For those
that don’t know, “The Not”
is the name of history teach-
er Tom Lamont’s band. Mr.
Lamont has been an avid fan
of music since he was young,
and while his music taste
has ranged from country to
heavy metal, he lists “Play It
Again” by Luke Bryan, and
“Young Man Blues” by The
Who as some of his favorite
songs.

“‘Play It Again’ is
simply a perfect pop song —
short, melodic, and memo-
rable. The lyrics, the chords,
and the song structure are
very basic, but it all just
comes together magically, at
least for me... I am touched
by the simple message that,
no matter how awkward it
may seem, love is possible,”
he says.

BY JULIA KENDALL ‘19

Mrs. Maqubela

English teacher Vuyelwa
Maqubela enjoys listening
to different South African
artists: “I love listening to all
kinds of South African art-
ists, including Brenda Fassie,
Zahara, Sibongile Khumalo
and Hugh Masekela.” In ad-
dition, she also enjoys sever-
al American artists such as
Diana Ross, Bruno Mars and
the band The Temptations.
Mrs. Maqubela re-
counted how sentimental she
gets: “Just listening to oldies
and South African music re-
minds me of home and of
growing up in South Africa,
where people love to listen to
good music and dance.”

Laurie Sales

Drama teacher Laurie Sales
uses music as a medium for
finding inspiration, fun and
ambition in daily tasks. She
says, “I listen to EDM or
other kinds of music with
a serious beat when I clean
the house or am doing some
kind of crafting project...
When I driving, I like to sing
loudly... If I want to be in-
spired in my creative brain, I
listen to Dan Mangan or Ga-
briel Rios or Regina Spektor
— music where the sweeping
sounds move me while the
lyrics provide an instigation
for my imagination.”

Laurie lists “every-
thing on the Dear Evan Han-
sen or Hamilton soundtrack,”
as her favorite songs, al-
though she also admits to a
deep love for Cabaret.

Mrs. Bannard

Latin teacher Mary Frances
Bannard finds that though
her favorite artist/band is
constantly changing, she
does have some constants —
Sufjan Stevens, James Tay-
lor, the Beatles, Josh Ritter,
and Taylor Swift,. In addi-
tion, she professed a love for
Elton John’s “Your Song.”
She recalled, “Mr. Bannard
put it on a mix CD when we
were first dating (in days of
yore, i.e. the pre-iPod/dig-
itized music era), and so it
has always been special. We
danced to it at our wedding.”

Mrs. Bannard’s spent
her high school days listen-
ing to the likes of the Dave
Matthews Band, Guster,
John Mayer, and Elton John.
“After I turned 16, I drove a
beaten-up Ford Explorer to
and from school, and I was
responsible for shuttling my
two younger brothers from
place to place. Probably my
best memories surround-
ing music are in that car, on
those rides, solo or with my
brothers or friends, blasting
music and singing at the top
of my lungs,” she says.

Cardi B:

Triple-platinum debut single.
Three songs in Billboard’s
Top 10. Stripper turned In-
stagram personality turned
superstar.

Cardi B is arguably
the biggest hip-hop breakout
star of 2017. If the lyrics “I
don’t gotta dance, I make
money move” don’t ring
any bells, I recommend that
you attempt to escape from
the rock you’ve been liv-
ing under for the past seven
months. Just as her fierce lyr-
ics suggest, Cardi isn’t afraid
of the media or anyone else’s
perception of her, unlike so
many celebrities today. She’s
controversial, bold, and,
most of all, real. With the
majority of today’s celebri-
ties carefully constructing
artificial public personas,
fans are drawn to the 25 year
old’s intense relatability, and
the enormous personality
with which she expresses it.
A vast part of her relatability
stems from her impoverished
background, which she es-
caped from through money
earned by stripping. From
there, her uniquely candid
attitude towards discussing
almost any topic on Vine and
other social media platforms
boosted her to internet fame.
Within one of her most well-

More Than Just a Girl from the Bronx

BY KATIE REVENO 20
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Cardi B’s logo.

known videos, Cardi says,
“You know people be asking
me like, “‘What do you does?’
Like, ‘are you a model? Are
you like a comedian or some-

Cardi isn’t afraid
of the media or
anyone else’s per-
ception of her,
unlike so many
celebrities today.

thing?” Nah I ain’t none of
that. I'm a ho. I'm a stripper
ho. I'm about this shmoney.”

It is not difficult to see how
she attracted the attention
of millions, even prior to her
singing success.

With her newfound
fame, Cardi moved on from
stripping to hosting club
events and then the reality
TV show “Love and Hip-
Hop: New York.” Due to her
huge persona, she amassed
even more attention during
her time on the show, but
ultimately elected to leave
in order to better pursue her
burgeoning music career. Be-
yond “Bodak Yellow”, the
Madonna and Lady Gaga-in-
fluenced rapper has experi-

Public Domain

enced immense success with
both “Motorsport” and “No
Limit,” which featured col-
laborations with Migos and
G-Eazy, respectively. Despite
the fact that she is no longer
primarily an Internet star,
Cardi continues to entertain
with her one-of-a-kind per-
sonality and utterly unapol-
ogetic outlook. Delivered in
her iconic Spanish accent
mixed with New York slang,
a few comedic gems include
“I'm an emotional gangster.
I cry once a month,” and
“I’'m being nice to you. Have
I stabbed you? No.”
Although much of

what Cardi says during in-
terviews and on social media
is entertaining due to sheer
shock value, she also deliv-
ers the impactful message of
always being yourself and
not allowing others’ expec-
tations to define you. When
Cardi jokes that she’s “sorry
[she] ain’t proper and s***,
My hair proper though,” she
also sends the message that
it is acceptable for people to
act outside of society’s social
norms and boundaries. Simi-
larly, when she says that she
doesn’t want people to “ex-
pect [her] to cook. I'm tired.
I'm as tired as you.,” Cardi
lets her female fans especially
know that defying traditional
gender roles is perfectly fine.
In a world filled with false
personas and an ever-pres-
ent fear of how we are per-
ceived by others, Cardi pro-
vides a refreshing dose of
realism and confidence that
inspires. Perhaps summing
up her carefree attitude and
pervading sense of relatabil-
ity mixed with humor, Car-
di expresses that she is “just
a regular degular shmegular
girl from the Bronx.”
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Artist of the Issue: James Hovet

By ELIZA POWERS ‘20

James Hovet ’18 has spent
time in the CPAC ever since
his arrival on the circle five
years ago. Taking a bow af-
ter directing his first one-act
play has been James’ most
memorable Groton theater
moment. He has also acted in
the productions of “Equus,”
“The Laramie Project,”
“Twelve Angry Jurors,” and
Twelfth Night. James is most
proud of his roles as Nug-
get in “Equus” and Jedediah
Schultz, Aaron McKinney,
and Russell Henderson in
“The Laramie Project.”

At Groton, directing
and playwriting have become
some of James’ many pas-
sions. Last year, he directed
“A Streak of Lavender,” a
short play written by Mac
Galinson ’17. In the past,
James has also taken time to
do some playwriting himself.
In the spring of 2016, James
wrote and directed “The
Groton Project,” a one-act
inspired by the structure of
“The Laramie Project.” The
show is based on a compila-
tion of interviews with Gro-
ton students on their experi-
ences with mental illness.

This winter, James is
working on a directing tuto-
rial with Laurie Sales, Gro-
ton’s resident theater director,
with whom he has been pre-
paring to direct a play called
“a gaggle of saints,” written
by Neil Labute. Pat Ryan ‘19

James in the Black Box.

and Lyndsey Toce ‘19 will
star in James’ interpretation.
“It’s going really well,” says
James. “We spend a lot of
time talking about what it is
that makes a play good, and
a lot about how to get actors
on board and how to direct
them in a way that helps
them and is not just telling
them what to do.”

The actors in shows
James directs are com-
plimentary of his direct-
ing ability. James is “very
good at what he does,” says
Lyndsey. “He asks us really
thought-provoking questions
that force us to dig deep in-
side ourselves to create a

character.”

Aside from acting
and directing, James feels
passionate about behind-
the-scenes work in theater:
lighting. Learning to code in
second form translated into a
fascination with lighting de-
sign, which heavily involves
computers. During his time
at Groton, James has been in
charge of lighting for Groton
dance shows, one acts, and
plays. This spring, he will
be the lighting designer for
the mainstage production of
“The Women of Lockerbie.”
“In Second Form, there were
one acts going on and I was

S. CONROY ¢19 for The Circle Voice

just in the building when it
was happening and thought
‘Oh, that’s cool, I might as
well try my hand at that,” and
so I lit a one act that starred
a young Julien Alam [‘19],”
James says of his initial en-
counter with lighting. This
one-act had eight lighting
cues that James was adamant
about doing perfectly. After
that, he was hooked.

James says that light-
ing is “an art...the real job of
a lighting designer is to help
the director tell the story that
they want to tell... [which]
takes a deep understanding
of the play and of the emo-
tion and of the meaning

behind it.” He says that a
successful lighting design-
er “understands the human
psyche.”

James’ passion for all
aspects of theater including
acting, directing, tech, and
lighting is apparent in his
work. Laurie says, “I often
notice when he is acting that
he looks at the whole pro-
duction, thinking about what
I am doing, what the light-
ing designer is doing, what
the technical team is doing
and then some. He asks
questions constantly and has
been entirely proactive about
his learning in the theater.”

“All of these skills
are serving James as he stud-
ies directing,” she says about
his many different projects
involving Groton theater,
adding that James’ “passion
for theatre is holistic.”

James credits his ex-
perience to Laurie and her
husband Brandt Belknap. “I
didn’t do much of it before-
hand, so it was all Laurie and
Brandt getting me interested
and pointing me in the right
direction,” he says.

James advises young-
er students who want to get
involved with Groton the-
ater to ‘“take every single
opportunity [they] can get...
Brandt wants you to try as
many things as you want to
try, and so you should just
ask. He will help you out.”

Who’s Winning What? Oscar Predictions 2018

After a tumultuous and his-
toric year in Hollywood,
the year’s most prestigious
awards ceremony is nearing.
In this article, I'll be predict-
ing the winners of the Os-
cars’ main awards based on
the results of previous award
shows, critic reviews, and
personal opinion. Here is a
list of the Oscar nominations
for the Best Picture award,
widely regarded as the most
prestigious: Call Me by Your
Name, Darkest Hour, Dunkirk,
Get Out, Lady Bird, Phantom
Thread, The Post, The Shape
of Water, and Three Billboards
Outside Ebbing, Missouri.

Best Picture

Receiving the most nomina-
tions this year with thirteen,
The Shape of Water will take
home the evening’s most
prestigious prize. Co-written
and directed by Guillermo del
Toro, The Shape of Water tells
the story of a lonely, mute
woman who falls in love with
a sea creature being held by
the government. A peculiar,
but ultimately heartwarming
story ensues, with perfor-
mances from Sally Hawkins
and Michael Shannon, along
with a terrific ensemble

cast. A well-acted, compel-
ling story accompanied by
beautiful cinematography
and expert direction makes
a winning recipe for The
Shape of Water.

Best Actor

The nominees for best actor
include Timothee Chala-
met (Call Me by Your Name),
Daniel Day-Lewis (Phantom
Thread), Daniel Kaluuya
(Get Out), Gary Oldman
(Darkest Hour), and Denzel
Washington (Roman J. Is-
rael, Esq.). After essentially
sweeping all previous award
ceremonies this year, Gary
Oldman looks poised to
take home a long-awaited
and much deserved Acade-
my Award this year for his
performance of Winston
Churchill in Darkest Hour.
Oldman completely van-
ishes in the role, in appear-
ance, voice, charisma, and
mind. He powerfully plays
a leader struggling to unite
and inspire his country in
the face of near-destruction.
While perhaps not the most
nuanced performance of the
nominees, Oldman is the
most successful in conveying
the trials and tribulations of

BY CHARLES WAHBA ‘20

mand (Three Billboards),
Margot Robbie (I, Tonya),
Saoirse Ronan (Lady Bird),
and Meryl Streep (The Post).
Like Oldman, Frances Mc-
Dormand is the strong fa-
vorite to take home this
year’s best actress award.
After having already won
for Fargo (1996), it looks like
she will add a second Oscar
to her collection. She plays
Mildred Hayes, a mother
grieving over the rape and
murder of her daughter.
However, the investigation
is stalling, prompting her to
put up three billboards urg-
ing the police to take action.
McDormand’s role is far
more serious than that of
her competitors, playing a
role Oscar voters will surely
fall in love with, and right-
fully so. The audience is not
just able to comprehend her
pain, but feel it themselves

A. WEI ‘21 for The Circle Voice QS She takes on a town and

his character, a man doing all
he can to keep England and
the world from defeat.

Best Actress

The best actress nominees
are Sally Hawkins (7he Shape
of Water), Frances McDor-

system fighting against her.

Best Director

The nominees for best direc-
tor are Christopher Nolan
(Dunkirk), Jordan Peele (Get
Out), Greta Gerwig (Lady
Bird), Paul Thomas Ander-
son (Phantom Thread), and

Guillermo del Toro (The
Shape of Water). Believe it or
not, Christopher Nolan has
never been nominated for
Best Director, despite such
smash hits as Interstellar and
Inception. This year his first
nomination will result in
his first victory in the cate-
gory for Dunkirk. Assuming
Dunkirk does not win Best
Picture, (although it does
have the best chance), I find
it hard to believe that such a
filmmaking achievement will
go completely unrecognized
by the Academy. Nolan suc-
cessfully crafted the greatest
war film since Saving Private
Ryan. In Dunkirk, the audi-
ence is given the most realis-
tic and accurate portrayal of
war perhaps ever seen. Min-
imal CGI is employed, with
decommissioned World War
IT boats being hauled out of
museums to serve as props
and reconstructing Spitfires
flown by the actors. The di-
rector made the bold choice
of forgoing character de-
velopment in order to truly
convey the chaos of 400,000
men stranded on a beach,
with all of this being shot in
awe-inspiring IMAX.
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& Pick a Pick-Up Line %

{
1. I would transfer to St. Mark’s 6. Are you an overacheiving fourth
for you. former? ‘Cuz we’ve got AP Chemis-
2. You make every day feel like  try.
Surprise Holiday! 7. You make living in rural Massa-
3. Flik isn’t the only one who can chusetts worth it!
be cheesy. 8. Are you in the accusative? Be-
4. You're my personal happy cause you're the object of my love.
lamp. 9. I would visit you in the -Health
5. I.would cut the Circle just to". ., Center even if you had the flu.
reach you faster. 10. This June, you’re the only prize

I want to win.

Poems for your Boo

Dearest Lover, Dearest Lover,

I see you across the table 1n the Even though you didn’t fulfill my

Dining Hall, lofting request,

It takes a strong person to admit I still think that you are the very
when they fall, best,

I think about how cheese 1n the I come home from a long day and
toaster 1s my worst fear, see that toilet bowl clean,

But for you, my love, on Valen- With the brightest shine 1 have ever
tine’s Day, I shed a single tear, seen,

Sitting there at the table, all I I know you are behind the scenes
want 1s a panini, on every delivery

But I only stay loyal to you...be- B&G, you are the definition of the
cause Flik so cheesy. word chivalry

Love, Love,

A Hungry Student An Upstanding Student

We hope you find some-
one this Valentine’s Day.

~ &

Peace n’ Love,
The Humor Section <3

%7
~

p‘m)ﬂ

| W

"M “m
L

I
g

JRENY



	Iss. 5 News
	Iss. 5 Opinions
	Iss. 5 News
	Iss. 5 Features
	Iss. 5 Sports
	Iss. 5 Arts
	Iss. 5 Humor

