
This summer, Columbia Public Schools introduces a new reading challenge to 
make summer reading fun for students.

“We know we want kids to read over the summer,” Media Specialist 
Coordinator Kerry Townsend said. “It’s a great way to keep them thinking, and 
reading offers so many opportunities for them to explore, get creative and 
think about their world.” 

The Get Caught Reading challenge is designed to foster summer reading by 
providing ways for students to track their summer reading. Townsend 
encourages students to find books, magazines, and other publications about 
things they are interested in. 

Elementary students can track time spent reading and participating in reading 
activities, such as visiting a library or sketching a favorite scene from a book. 
Middle and high school students can track the number of books read. 
Tracking can be on forms sent home 
by CPS, or through Beanstack, an 
app the district uses to grow 
reading culture.

Townsend said Beanstalk is 
new to the district this year.

The goal is to continue 
to explore the app 
and its uses and 
expand the program 
to include more 
students and the 
community as a whole.

When students choose
to use the app, they can 
participate in additional
challenges and games,
easily view progress,
and track year-to-year 
to see how they’ve
grown.

Participants in the 
Get Caught Reading 
challenge are also 
encouraged to share
photos, videos, and 
anecdotes of their 
summer literary experiences.

Townsend said summer reading programs at CPS are not new. Many 
schools and individual classrooms have created specific summer reading 
challenges in the past. While some schools have chosen to open libraries 
during the summer so students have access to new reads, other schools 
have scheduled book mobile visits. But this summer’s program will be 
different in that it will be the first district-wide effort.

“It’s a nice time to take a break from assigned classroom work and just 
have fun with reading,” Townsend said. “It’s important to emphasize that 
learning can be fun. We have really great libraries, and our librarians,
teachers, and administrators promote reading all year long. This program 
is a good way to send them off for the summer with a way to stay 
connected, so that when they come back in the fall, they can hit the
ground running.” 

When students return to classes 
in the fall, media specialists 
will have rewards for those
who chose to participate.

To learn more and
log your student’s
progress, visit 
beanstack.com/cpsk12.

Get Caught Reading 
this summer
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COLUMBIA AREA CAREER 
CENTER

The east wing shops are
completed and open for use. 
Painting in the new classrooms 
is underway. Drywall, taping, 
and painting are ongoing in the 
new addition while mechanical, 
electrical, and plumbing work 
continues. Roofing and canopy 
work are complete, and the 
installation of the brick veneer 
is ongoing. Interior finishing 
work progresses and 
underground waterline 
installation is also in progress.

EAGLE BLUFFS ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Roofing is completed and door 
frames have been installed on 
the second floor. Exterior 
framing is complete and 
electrical and plumbing work is 
ongoing. Detail in the kitchen, 
administration area, and 
commons continue. Stairs in the 
commons area have been 
installed. Exterior brick veneer 
installation has begun. 

BATTLE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Electrical and mechanical work 
is progressing. A majority of 
door frames have been installed 
in the new storm shelter and 
classroom wing. Tie-in to the 
existing building is complete and 
the structural steel beams and 
joists installation has begun.

“ Summer reading is fun reading – a time to be 
laid back and learn for the sake of exploration. ”

NEW SUPERINTENDENT

Following a national search 
and community input, the 
Columbia Board of Education 
has named Dr. Jeff Klein as 
the next superintendent of 
Columbia Public Schools.

Dr. Klein brings more than 20 
years of district-level leadership 
experience. He currently serves as 
chief academic officer for CPS and previously spent 18 years 
in the Park Hill School District in Kansas City, Missouri, 
including nine years as assistant superintendent for 
academic services.

He holds a doctorate in education from the University 
of California–Santa Barbara, as well as a master’s in business, 
an educational specialist degree in education administration, 
and a master’s in school psychology.

Klein began his career as a special education teacher and 
school psychologist and has also directed an educational 
software company supporting school districts across the 
United States.

Klein has been recognized for creating innovative educational 
programs and systems to measure student success. His 
honors include the Missouri Governor’s Quality Leadership 
Award and the Missouri Outstanding District Office Support 
Award. He also played a key role in Park Hill’s two-time 
receipt of the Missouri Quality Award and has served on 
several state education advisory committees.

"I am honored to serve as superintendent of Columbia Public 
Schools," Klein said. "Our district's long-standing traditions of 
academic achievement, innovation, and community 
engagement continue to inspire and unite us. I look forward 
to maintaining our district's trajectory of excellence."

AUGUST 18
Jump Start Day 
(grades 6 & 9)

AUGUST 19
First Day of School 
(grades PreK-12)

SEPTEMBER 1
Labor Day 
(school not in session)

SEPTEMBER 22
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

OCTOBER 9 
Early Release 
(2.5 hour early dismissal)

OCTOBER 10
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

NOVEMBER 4
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

NOVEMBER 14
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

Parent-Teacher Conferences End 
(elementary/middle school)

NOVEMBER 26 – 28
Thanksgiving Recess 
(school not in session)

DECEMBER 22 – JANUARY 1
Winter Recess 
(school not in session)

JANUARY 2
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

JANUARY 19
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
(school not in session)

JANUARY 30
Early Release 
(2.5 hour early dismissal)

FEBRUARY 13
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

FEBRUARY 16
President’s Day 
(school not in session)

FEBRUARY 26
Early Release 
(2.5 hour early dismissal)

MARCH 6
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

Parent-Teacher Conferences End 
(elementary/middle school)

MARCH 23 – 27
Spring Recess 
(school not in session)

APRIL 10
Early Release
(2.5 hour early dismissal)

MAY 21
Last Day of School 
(2.5 hour early dismissal)

MAY 22
Douglass High School 
Graduation (A.M.)

Hickman High School 
Graduation (P.M.)

MAY 23
Battle High School 
Graduation (A.M.)

Rock Bridge High School 
Graduation (P.M.)

JUNE 1–26
Summer School

JUNE 19
Juneteenth 
(summer school not in session)

Kerry Townsend, CPS Media Specialist Coordinator
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This summer, Columbia Public Schools introduces a new reading challenge to 
make summer reading fun for students.

“We know we want kids to read over the summer,” Media Specialist 
Coordinator Kerry Townsend said. “It’s a great way to keep them thinking, and 
reading offers so many opportunities for them to explore, get creative and 
think about their world.” 

The Get Caught Reading challenge is designed to foster summer reading by 
providing ways for students to track their summer reading. Townsend 
encourages students to find books, magazines, and other publications about 
things they are interested in. 

Elementary students can track time spent reading and participating in reading 
activities, such as visiting a library or sketching a favorite scene from a book. 
Middle and high school students can track the number of books read. 
Tracking can be on forms sent home 
by CPS, or through Beanstack, an 
app the district uses to grow 
reading culture.

Townsend said Beanstalk is 
new to the district this year.

The goal is to continue 
to explore the app 
and its uses and 
expand the program 
to include more 
students and the 
community as a whole.

When students choose
to use the app, they can 
participate in additional
challenges and games,
easily view progress,
and track year-to-year 
to see how they’ve
grown.

Participants in the 
Get Caught Reading 
challenge are also 
encouraged to share
photos, videos, and 
anecdotes of their 
summer literary experiences.

Townsend said summer reading programs at CPS are not new. Many 
schools and individual classrooms have created specific summer reading 
challenges in the past. While some schools have chosen to open libraries 
during the summer so students have access to new reads, other schools 
have scheduled book mobile visits. But this summer’s program will be 
different in that it will be the first district-wide effort.

“It’s a nice time to take a break from assigned classroom work and just 
have fun with reading,” Townsend said. “It’s important to emphasize that 
learning can be fun. We have really great libraries, and our librarians,
teachers, and administrators promote reading all year long. This program 
is a good way to send them off for the summer with a way to stay 
connected, so that when they come back in the fall, they can hit the
ground running.” 

When students return to classes 
in the fall, media specialists 
will have rewards for those
who chose to participate.

To learn more and
log your student’s
progress, visit 
beanstack.com/cpsk12.
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Following a national search 
and community input, the 
Columbia Board of Education 
has named Dr. Jeff Klein as 
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He holds a doctorate in education from the University 
of California–Santa Barbara, as well as a master’s in business, 
an educational specialist degree in education administration, 
and a master’s in school psychology.

Klein began his career as a special education teacher and 
school psychologist and has also directed an educational 
software company supporting school districts across the 
United States.

Klein has been recognized for creating innovative educational 
programs and systems to measure student success. His 
honors include the Missouri Governor’s Quality Leadership 
Award and the Missouri Outstanding District Office Support 
Award. He also played a key role in Park Hill’s two-time 
receipt of the Missouri Quality Award and has served on 
several state education advisory committees.
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Schools," Klein said. "Our district's long-standing traditions of 
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Scott Williams
Douglass High School
Outstanding Educator in a Specialized Area

Jennifer Wingert
Principal 
Grant Elementary School
Outstanding Administrator

This summer, Columbia Public Schools introduces a new reading challenge to 
make summer reading fun for students.

“We know we want kids to read over the summer,” Media Specialist 
Coordinator Kerry Townsend said. “It’s a great way to keep them thinking, and 
reading offers so many opportunities for them to explore, get creative and 
think about their world.” 

The Get Caught Reading challenge is designed to foster summer reading by 
providing ways for students to track their summer reading. Townsend 
encourages students to find books, magazines, and other publications about
things they are interested in.

Elementary students can track time spent reading and participating in reading 
activities, such as visiting a library or sketching a favorite scene from a book. 
Middle and high school students can track the number of books read.
Tracking can be on forms sent home 
by CPS, or through Beanstack, an 
app the district uses to grow 
reading culture.

Townsend said Beanstalk is
new to the district this year.

The goal is to continue 
to explore the app 
and its uses and 
expand the program 
to include more 
students and the 
community as a whole.

When students choose 
to use the app, they can 
participate in additional 
challenges and games, 
easily view progress, 
and track year-to-year 
to see how they’ve 
grown.

Participants in the 
Get Caught Reading 
challenge are also 
encouraged to share 
photos, videos, and 
anecdotes of their 
summer literary experiences.

Townsend said summer reading programs at CPS are not new. Many 
schools and individual classrooms have created specific summer reading 
challenges in the past. While some schools have chosen to open libraries 
during the summer so students have access to new reads, other schools 
have scheduled book mobile visits. But this summer’s program will be 
different in that it will be the first district-wide effort.

“It’s a nice time to take a break from assigned classroom work and just 
have fun with reading,” Townsend said. “It’s important to emphasize that 
learning can be fun. We have really great libraries, and our librarians, 
teachers, and administrators promote reading all year long. This program 
is a good way to send them off for the summer with a way to stay 
connected, so that when they come back in the fall, they can hit the 
ground running.” 

When students return to classes 
in the fall, media specialists 
will have rewards for those 
who chose to participate.

To learn more and
log your student’s
progress, visit 
beanstack.com/cpsk12.

Seven Columbia Public Schools’ educators have been selected as this year’s 
Columbia Fund for Academic Excellence (CFAE) honorees. 

Since its inception in 1979, the CFAE has recognized more than 250 
educators in Columbia Public Schools for their outstanding teaching,
leadership, and support of students. Educators are selected from nomina-
tions submitted by parents and peers. 

Each honoree receives a $1,500 cash award and an engraved silver tray.

The fund began through the work of the late Ray and Jeanne Lewis, with an 
initial contribution and extensive fundraising efforts. Mr. Lewis was a local 
attorney and former Board of Education member, and Mrs. Lewis was a 
former teacher. 

Thanks to the ongoing contributions and support from individuals, 
businesses and organizations, Columbia’s best educators continue to be 
recognized each year for their contributions to young people.

Becky Eckerle
Alpha Hart Lewis Elementary School

Outstanding Elementary Educator
Grades 3-5

Courtney Haas
Gentry Middle School
Outstanding Middle School Educator

Daryl Moss
Rock Bridge High School

  Outstanding High School Educator

Alejandra Alderete
Blue Ridge Elementary School

Outstanding Beginning Teacher

Haley Floyd
Benton Elementary School
Outstanding Elementary Educator
Grades PreK-2

Columbia Fund for Academic 
Excellence outstanding 
educator honorees

Columbia Public Schools celebrated 46 partnerships between schools and area 
businesses for their commitment to the district’s Partners In Education program.

The Partners In Education program (PIE) brings schools, businesses, and the 
community together to share resources, strengthen school programs, and enhance
economic growth. The program joins a local business with an individual school, 
curriculum department, or grade level. Each partnership establishes a mission 
statement, objectives, and activities specific to the business’ and schools’ needs.

The overall goal of the PIE program is to build bridges between the world of 
business and the world of education. It seeks to create a better understanding 
of the public school system within the community and create a climate of
involvement and interaction that provides students with opportunities to 
develop attitudes and skills to enhance their success in the world of work.

PIE began as a vision of former superintendents Russell Thompson and Jim Ritter,
and School-Community Programs Director Jolene Schultz in 1984. They studied an 
“adopt-a-school” program being conducted in Tennessee, then molded the idea 
into a program that would benefit CPS. 

Since then, CPS has seen tremendous achievements by Columbia’s students due to 
the involvement and dedication of partnering businesses. The original nine charter 
partnerships have grown to more than 250 participating businesses and 
organizations. 

“The impact on students has been outstanding as they learn about education and 
life through enriching programs that use real-world problems and experiences,” 
said Michelle Baumstark, chief communications officer for Columbia Public Schools.

If your business or organization wants to join PIE or learn more, contact CPS’
Community Relations office at 573-214-3960.

For more information about this year’s celebration and to view this year’s 
honorees, visit www.cpsk12.org/PIE.

Partners In Education 2025 celebrationGet Caught Reading continued ... 

Board of Education member 
Suzette Waters has been 
re-elected. This will be Waters’
second three-year term.

NEW BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS

Erica Dickson has been 
elected to fill the seat vacated 
by Blake Willoughby. Dickson 
is the former assistant director 
of student services. This is her
first term.

Students 
reading at 
Fairview 

Elementary 
School

Student 
reading at 
Fairview 

Elementary 
School

NASA ENGINEERS AT CPS
Students in Columbia Area Career Center's Columbia 
Aeronautics and Space Association (CASA) program 
presented projects for NASA’s HUNCH initiative, High Schools 
United with NASA to Create Hardware, which connects high 
schoolers with NASA engineers to develop hardware solutions. 
Columbia participants came from Hickman, Rock Bridge, and 
Battle high schools. Top teams will be invited to present at 
NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston. 

MSHSAA RECOGNIZES RETIRED RBHS COACH
The Missouri State High School Activities Association 
(MSHSAA) honored retired Rock Bridge High School Coach 
Vicki Reimler with the Mal Mayse Distinguished Service 
Award. Reimler began her CPS career in 1982 at RBHS, serving 
28 years in roles such as head volleyball coach, assistant girls’ 
basketball coach, and athletic director. Her leadership left a 
lasting impact on the school’s athletic program.

HICKMAN ART STUDENTS RECOGNIZED
Nine Hickman High School students received recognition in 
the regional division of the Scholastic Art and Writing 
Competition. Congratulations to Auggie Gilzow – Silver Key, 
Marcella Arce – two Gold Keys and a Silver Key, Annette Ruiz 
Millan – three Honorable Mentions, Yule Yoon – Honorable 
Mention, and Jonah Burke – Honorable Mention. Students 
who received Gold Keys will compete at the National 
Scholastic Art Competition.

ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENTS
Hickman High School senior Hank Benter won the Boys’ 
Wrestling State Championship in the 126 lb. weight class.  
Hank is now a four-time State Champion and the second 
wrestler in CPS history to achieve this status. He is the 44th 
four-time state wrestling champion in Missouri history.

Hickman High School sophomore Luke Hayden won the Boys’ 
Wrestling State Championship in the 165 lb. weight class. Luke 
is now a two-time, back-to-back state champion.

Rock Bridge High School senior Jacinda Espinosa won the 
Girls’ Wrestling State Championship in the 135 lb. weight class. 
She is the first girls’ wrestling state champion in Rock Bridge 
High School history and the second ever in CPS history.

News you can use

HANK BENTER
Hickman High School

LUKE HAYDEN
Hickman High School

JACINDA ESPINOSA
Rock Bridge High School

The Columbia Board of Education thanks Blake 
Willoughby for his service. Willoughby served two 

three-year terms beginning in April 2019. 

Award 
recipients at 

PIE anniversary 
celebration

ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENTS
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Scott Williams
Douglass High School
Outstanding Educator in a Specialized Area

Jennifer Wingert
Principal 
Grant Elementary School
Outstanding Administrator

This summer, Columbia Public Schools introduces a new reading challenge to 
make summer reading fun for students.

“We know we want kids to read over the summer,” Media Specialist 
Coordinator Kerry Townsend said. “It’s a great way to keep them thinking, and 
reading offers so many opportunities for them to explore, get creative and 
think about their world.” 

The Get Caught Reading challenge is designed to foster summer reading by 
providing ways for students to track their summer reading. Townsend 
encourages students to find books, magazines, and other publications about 
things they are interested in. 

Elementary students can track time spent reading and participating in reading 
activities, such as visiting a library or sketching a favorite scene from a book. 
Middle and high school students can track the number of books read. 
Tracking can be on forms sent home 
by CPS, or through Beanstack, an 
app the district uses to grow 
reading culture.

Townsend said Beanstalk is 
new to the district this year.

The goal is to continue 
to explore the app 
and its uses and 
expand the program 
to include more 
students and the 
community as a whole.

When students choose 
to use the app, they can 
participate in additional 
challenges and games, 
easily view progress, 
and track year-to-year 
to see how they’ve 
grown.

Participants in the 
Get Caught Reading 
challenge are also 
encouraged to share 
photos, videos, and 
anecdotes of their 
summer literary experiences.

Townsend said summer reading programs at CPS are not new. Many 
schools and individual classrooms have created specific summer reading 
challenges in the past. While some schools have chosen to open libraries 
during the summer so students have access to new reads, other schools 
have scheduled book mobile visits. But this summer’s program will be 
different in that it will be the first district-wide effort.

“It’s a nice time to take a break from assigned classroom work and just 
have fun with reading,” Townsend said. “It’s important to emphasize that 
learning can be fun. We have really great libraries, and our librarians, 
teachers, and administrators promote reading all year long. This program 
is a good way to send them off for the summer with a way to stay 
connected, so that when they come back in the fall, they can hit the 
ground running.” 

When students return to classes 
in the fall, media specialists 
will have rewards for those 
who chose to participate.

To learn more and
log your student’s
progress, visit 
beanstack.com/cpsk12.

Seven Columbia Public Schools’ educators have been selected as this year’s 
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Since its inception in 1979, the CFAE has recognized more than 250 
educators in Columbia Public Schools for their outstanding teaching, 
leadership, and support of students. Educators are selected from nomina-
tions submitted by parents and peers. 

Each honoree receives a $1,500 cash award and an engraved silver tray.

The fund began through the work of the late Ray and Jeanne Lewis, with an 
initial contribution and extensive fundraising efforts. Mr. Lewis was a local 
attorney and former Board of Education member, and Mrs. Lewis was a 
former teacher. 

Thanks to the ongoing contributions and support from individuals, 
businesses and organizations, Columbia’s best educators continue to be 
recognized each year for their contributions to young people.
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Columbia Public Schools celebrated 46 partnerships between schools and area 
businesses for their commitment to the district’s Partners In Education program.

The Partners In Education program (PIE) brings schools, businesses, and the 
community together to share resources, strengthen school programs, and enhance 
economic growth. The program joins a local business with an individual school, 
curriculum department, or grade level. Each partnership establishes a mission 
statement, objectives, and activities specific to the business’ and schools’ needs.

The overall goal of the PIE program is to build bridges between the world of 
business and the world of education. It seeks to create a better understanding 
of the public school system within the community and create a climate of 
involvement and interaction that provides students with opportunities to 
develop attitudes and skills to enhance their success in the world of work.

PIE began as a vision of former superintendents Russell Thompson and Jim Ritter, 
and School-Community Programs Director Jolene Schultz in 1984. They studied an 
“adopt-a-school” program being conducted in Tennessee, then molded the idea 
into a program that would benefit CPS. 

Since then, CPS has seen tremendous achievements by Columbia’s students due to 
the involvement and dedication of partnering businesses. The original nine charter 
partnerships have grown to more than 250 participating businesses and 
organizations. 

“The impact on students has been outstanding as they learn about education and 
life through enriching programs that use real-world problems and experiences,” 
said Michelle Baumstark, chief communications officer for Columbia Public Schools.

If your business or organization wants to join PIE or learn more, contact CPS’ 
Community Relations office at 573-214-3960.

For more information about this year’s celebration and to view this year’s 
honorees, visit www.cpsk12.org/PIE.

Partners In Education 2025 celebrationGet Caught Reading continued ... 

Board of Education member 
Suzette Waters has been 
re-elected. This will be Waters’ 
second three-year term.

NEW BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS

Erica Dickson has been 
elected to fill the seat vacated 
by Blake Willoughby. Dickson 
is the former assistant director 
of student services. This is her 
first term.
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NASA ENGINEERS AT CPS
Students in Columbia Area Career Center's Columbia 
Aeronautics and Space Association (CASA) program 
presented projects for NASA’s HUNCH initiative, High Schools 
United with NASA to Create Hardware, which connects high 
schoolers with NASA engineers to develop hardware solutions. 
Columbia participants came from Hickman, Rock Bridge, and 
Battle high schools. Top teams will be invited to present at 
NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston. 

MSHSAA RECOGNIZES RETIRED RBHS COACH
The Missouri State High School Activities Association 
(MSHSAA) honored retired Rock Bridge High School Coach 
Vicki Reimler with the Mal Mayse Distinguished Service 
Award. Reimler began her CPS career in 1982 at RBHS, serving 
28 years in roles such as head volleyball coach, assistant girls’ 
basketball coach, and athletic director. Her leadership left a 
lasting impact on the school’s athletic program.

HICKMAN ART STUDENTS RECOGNIZED
Nine Hickman High School students received recognition in 
the regional division of the Scholastic Art and Writing 
Competition. Congratulations to Auggie Gilzow – Silver Key, 
Marcella Arce – two Gold Keys and a Silver Key, Annette Ruiz 
Millan – three Honorable Mentions, Yule Yoon – Honorable 
Mention, and Jonah Burke – Honorable Mention. Students 
who received Gold Keys will compete at the National 
Scholastic Art Competition.

ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENTS
Hickman High School senior Hank Benter won the Boys’ 
Wrestling State Championship in the 126 lb. weight class.  
Hank is now a four-time State Champion and the second 
wrestler in CPS history to achieve this status. He is the 44th 
four-time state wrestling champion in Missouri history.

Hickman High School sophomore Luke Hayden won the Boys’ 
Wrestling State Championship in the 165 lb. weight class. Luke 
is now a two-time, back-to-back state champion.

Rock Bridge High School senior Jacinda Espinosa won the 
Girls’ Wrestling State Championship in the 135 lb. weight class. 
She is the first girls’ wrestling state champion in Rock Bridge 
High School history and the second ever in CPS history.

News you can use

HANK BENTER
Hickman High School

LUKE HAYDEN
Hickman High School

JACINDA ESPINOSA
Rock Bridge High School

The Columbia Board of Education thanks Blake 
Willoughby for his service. Willoughby served two 

three-year terms beginning in April 2019. 

Award 
recipients at 

PIE anniversary 
celebration

ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENTS

http://www.cpsk12.org/PIE


Scott Williams
Douglass High School
Outstanding Educator in a Specialized Area

Jennifer Wingert
Principal 
Grant Elementary School
Outstanding Administrator

This summer, Columbia Public Schools introduces a new reading challenge to 
make summer reading fun for students.

“We know we want kids to read over the summer,” Media Specialist 
Coordinator Kerry Townsend said. “It’s a great way to keep them thinking, and 
reading offers so many opportunities for them to explore, get creative and 
think about their world.” 

The Get Caught Reading challenge is designed to foster summer reading by 
providing ways for students to track their summer reading. Townsend 
encourages students to find books, magazines, and other publications about 
things they are interested in. 

Elementary students can track time spent reading and participating in reading 
activities, such as visiting a library or sketching a favorite scene from a book. 
Middle and high school students can track the number of books read. 
Tracking can be on forms sent home 
by CPS, or through Beanstack, an 
app the district uses to grow 
reading culture.

Townsend said Beanstalk is 
new to the district this year.

The goal is to continue 
to explore the app 
and its uses and 
expand the program 
to include more 
students and the 
community as a whole.

When students choose 
to use the app, they can 
participate in additional 
challenges and games, 
easily view progress, 
and track year-to-year 
to see how they’ve 
grown.

Participants in the 
Get Caught Reading 
challenge are also 
encouraged to share 
photos, videos, and 
anecdotes of their 
summer literary experiences.

Townsend said summer reading programs at CPS are not new. Many 
schools and individual classrooms have created specific summer reading 
challenges in the past. While some schools have chosen to open libraries 
during the summer so students have access to new reads, other schools 
have scheduled book mobile visits. But this summer’s program will be 
different in that it will be the first district-wide effort.

“It’s a nice time to take a break from assigned classroom work and just 
have fun with reading,” Townsend said. “It’s important to emphasize that 
learning can be fun. We have really great libraries, and our librarians, 
teachers, and administrators promote reading all year long. This program 
is a good way to send them off for the summer with a way to stay 
connected, so that when they come back in the fall, they can hit the 
ground running.” 

When students return to classes 
in the fall, media specialists 
will have rewards for those 
who chose to participate.

To learn more and
log your student’s
progress, visit 
beanstack.com/cpsk12.

Seven Columbia Public Schools’ educators have been selected as this year’s 
Columbia Fund for Academic Excellence (CFAE) honorees. 

Since its inception in 1979, the CFAE has recognized more than 250 
educators in Columbia Public Schools for their outstanding teaching, 
leadership, and support of students. Educators are selected from nomina-
tions submitted by parents and peers. 

Each honoree receives a $1,500 cash award and an engraved silver tray.

The fund began through the work of the late Ray and Jeanne Lewis, with an 
initial contribution and extensive fundraising efforts. Mr. Lewis was a local 
attorney and former Board of Education member, and Mrs. Lewis was a 
former teacher. 

Thanks to the ongoing contributions and support from individuals, 
businesses and organizations, Columbia’s best educators continue to be 
recognized each year for their contributions to young people.

Becky Eckerle
Alpha Hart Lewis Elementary School

Outstanding Elementary Educator
Grades 3-5

Courtney Haas
Gentry Middle School
Outstanding Middle School Educator

Daryl Moss
Rock Bridge High School

  Outstanding High School Educator

Alejandra Alderete
Blue Ridge Elementary School

Outstanding Beginning Teacher

Haley Floyd
Benton Elementary School
Outstanding Elementary Educator
Grades PreK-2

Columbia Fund for Academic 
Excellence outstanding 
educator honorees

Columbia Public Schools celebrated 46 partnerships between schools and area 
businesses for their commitment to the district’s Partners In Education program.

The Partners In Education program (PIE) brings schools, businesses, and the 
community together to share resources, strengthen school programs, and enhance 
economic growth. The program joins a local business with an individual school, 
curriculum department, or grade level. Each partnership establishes a mission 
statement, objectives, and activities specific to the business’ and schools’ needs.

The overall goal of the PIE program is to build bridges between the world of 
business and the world of education. It seeks to create a better understanding 
of the public school system within the community and create a climate of 
involvement and interaction that provides students with opportunities to 
develop attitudes and skills to enhance their success in the world of work.

PIE began as a vision of former superintendents Russell Thompson and Jim Ritter, 
and School-Community Programs Director Jolene Schultz in 1984. They studied an 
“adopt-a-school” program being conducted in Tennessee, then molded the idea 
into a program that would benefit CPS. 

Since then, CPS has seen tremendous achievements by Columbia’s students due to 
the involvement and dedication of partnering businesses. The original nine charter 
partnerships have grown to more than 250 participating businesses and 
organizations. 

“The impact on students has been outstanding as they learn about education and 
life through enriching programs that use real-world problems and experiences,” 
said Michelle Baumstark, chief communications officer for Columbia Public Schools.

If your business or organization wants to join PIE or learn more, contact CPS’ 
Community Relations office at 573-214-3960.

For more information about this year’s celebration and to view this year’s 
honorees, visit www.cpsk12.org/PIE.
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NASA ENGINEERS AT CPS
Students in Columbia Area Career Center's Columbia 
Aeronautics and Space Association (CASA) program 
presented projects for NASA’s HUNCH initiative, High Schools 
United with NASA to Create Hardware, which connects high 
schoolers with NASA engineers to develop hardware solutions. 
Columbia participants came from Hickman, Rock Bridge, and 
Battle high schools. Top teams will be invited to present at 
NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston. 

MSHSAA RECOGNIZES RETIRED RBHS COACH
The Missouri State High School Activities Association 
(MSHSAA) honored retired Rock Bridge High School Coach 
Vicki Reimler with the Mal Mayse Distinguished Service 
Award. Reimler began her CPS career in 1982 at RBHS, serving 
28 years in roles such as head volleyball coach, assistant girls’ 
basketball coach, and athletic director. Her leadership left a 
lasting impact on the school’s athletic program.

HICKMAN ART STUDENTS RECOGNIZED
Nine Hickman High School students received recognition in 
the regional division of the Scholastic Art and Writing 
Competition. Congratulations to Auggie Gilzow – Silver Key, 
Marcella Arce – two Gold Keys and a Silver Key, Annette Ruiz 
Millan – three Honorable Mentions, Yule Yoon – Honorable 
Mention, and Jonah Burke – Honorable Mention. Students 
who received Gold Keys will compete at the National 
Scholastic Art Competition.

ATHLETIC ACHIEVEMENTS
Hickman High School senior Hank Benter won the Boys’ 
Wrestling State Championship in the 126 lb. weight class.  
Hank is now a four-time State Champion and the second 
wrestler in CPS history to achieve this status. He is the 44th 
four-time state wrestling champion in Missouri history.

Hickman High School sophomore Luke Hayden won the Boys’ 
Wrestling State Championship in the 165 lb. weight class. Luke 
is now a two-time, back-to-back state champion.

Rock Bridge High School senior Jacinda Espinosa won the 
Girls’ Wrestling State Championship in the 135 lb. weight class. 
She is the first girls’ wrestling state champion in Rock Bridge 
High School history and the second ever in CPS history.
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This summer, Columbia Public Schools introduces a new reading challenge to 
make summer reading fun for students.

“We know we want kids to read over the summer,” Media Specialist 
Coordinator Kerry Townsend said. “It’s a great way to keep them thinking, and 
reading offers so many opportunities for them to explore, get creative and 
think about their world.” 

The Get Caught Reading challenge is designed to foster summer reading by 
providing ways for students to track their summer reading. Townsend 
encourages students to find books, magazines, and other publications about 
things they are interested in. 

Elementary students can track time spent reading and participating in reading 
activities, such as visiting a library or sketching a favorite scene from a book. 
Middle and high school students can track the number of books read. 
Tracking can be on forms sent home 
by CPS, or through Beanstack, an 
app the district uses to grow 
reading culture.

Townsend said Beanstalk is 
new to the district this year.

The goal is to continue 
to explore the app 
and its uses and 
expand the program 
to include more 
students and the 
community as a whole.

When students choose
to use the app, they can 
participate in additional
challenges and games,
easily view progress,
and track year-to-year 
to see how they’ve
grown.

Participants in the 
Get Caught Reading 
challenge are also 
encouraged to share
photos, videos, and 
anecdotes of their 
summer literary experiences.

Townsend said summer reading programs at CPS are not new. Many 
schools and individual classrooms have created specific summer reading 
challenges in the past. While some schools have chosen to open libraries 
during the summer so students have access to new reads, other schools 
have scheduled book mobile visits. But this summer’s program will be 
different in that it will be the first district-wide effort.

“It’s a nice time to take a break from assigned classroom work and just 
have fun with reading,” Townsend said. “It’s important to emphasize that 
learning can be fun. We have really great libraries, and our librarians,
teachers, and administrators promote reading all year long. This program 
is a good way to send them off for the summer with a way to stay 
connected, so that when they come back in the fall, they can hit the
ground running.” 

When students return to classes 
in the fall, media specialists 
will have rewards for those
who chose to participate.

To learn more and
log your student’s
progress, visit 
beanstack.com/cpsk12.
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COLUMBIA AREA CAREER 
CENTER

The east wing shops are
completed and open for use. 
Painting in the new classrooms 
is underway. Drywall, taping, 
and painting are ongoing in the 
new addition while mechanical, 
electrical, and plumbing work 
continues. Roofing and canopy 
work are complete, and the 
installation of the brick veneer 
is ongoing. Interior finishing 
work progresses and 
underground waterline 
installation is also in progress.

EAGLE BLUFFS ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Roofing is completed and door 
frames have been installed on 
the second floor. Exterior 
framing is complete and 
electrical and plumbing work is 
ongoing. Detail in the kitchen, 
administration area, and 
commons continue. Stairs in the 
commons area have been 
installed. Exterior brick veneer 
installation has begun. 

BATTLE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL

Electrical and mechanical work 
is progressing. A majority of 
door frames have been installed 
in the new storm shelter and 
classroom wing. Tie-in to the 
existing building is complete and 
the structural steel beams and 
joists installation has begun.

“ Summer reading is fun reading – a time to be 
laid back and learn for the sake of exploration. ”

NEW SUPERINTENDENT

Following a national search 
and community input, the 
Columbia Board of Education 
has named Dr. Jeff Klein as 
the next superintendent of 
Columbia Public Schools.

Dr. Klein brings more than 20 
years of district-level leadership 
experience. He currently serves as 
chief academic officer for CPS and previously spent 18 years 
in the Park Hill School District in Kansas City, Missouri, 
including nine years as assistant superintendent for 
academic services.

He holds a doctorate in education from the University 
of California–Santa Barbara, as well as a master’s in business, 
an educational specialist degree in education administration, 
and a master’s in school psychology.

Klein began his career as a special education teacher and 
school psychologist and has also directed an educational 
software company supporting school districts across the 
United States.

Klein has been recognized for creating innovative educational 
programs and systems to measure student success. His 
honors include the Missouri Governor’s Quality Leadership 
Award and the Missouri Outstanding District Office Support 
Award. He also played a key role in Park Hill’s two-time 
receipt of the Missouri Quality Award and has served on 
several state education advisory committees.

"I am honored to serve as superintendent of Columbia Public 
Schools," Klein said. "Our district's long-standing traditions of 
academic achievement, innovation, and community 
engagement continue to inspire and unite us. I look forward 
to maintaining our district's trajectory of excellence."

AUGUST 18
Jump Start Day 
(grades 6 & 9)

AUGUST 19
First Day of School 
(grades PreK-12)

SEPTEMBER 1
Labor Day 
(school not in session)

SEPTEMBER 22
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

OCTOBER 9 
Early Release 
(2.5 hour early dismissal)

OCTOBER 10
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

NOVEMBER 4
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

NOVEMBER 14
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

Parent-Teacher Conferences End 
(elementary/middle school)

NOVEMBER 26 – 28
Thanksgiving Recess 
(school not in session)

DECEMBER 22 – JANUARY 1
Winter Recess 
(school not in session)

JANUARY 2
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

JANUARY 19
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
(school not in session)

JANUARY 30
Early Release 
(2.5 hour early dismissal)

FEBRUARY 13
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

FEBRUARY 16
President’s Day 
(school not in session)

FEBRUARY 26
Early Release 
(2.5 hour early dismissal)

MARCH 6
Teacher Work Day 
(school not in session)

Parent-Teacher Conferences End 
(elementary/middle school)

MARCH 23 – 27
Spring Recess 
(school not in session)

APRIL 10
Early Release
(2.5 hour early dismissal)

MAY 21
Last Day of School 
(2.5 hour early dismissal)

MAY 22
Douglass High School 
Graduation (A.M.)

Hickman High School 
Graduation (P.M.)

MAY 23
Battle High School 
Graduation (A.M.)

Rock Bridge High School 
Graduation (P.M.)

JUNE 1–26
Summer School

JUNE 19
Juneteenth 
(summer school not in session)

Kerry Townsend, CPS Media Specialist Coordinator
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