
Freeburg Elementary School 
Monday, May 19, 2025 
7:00 p.m. 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Education for Freeburg Community Consolidated School 
District No. 70 was held on Monday, May 19, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. in the Cafeteria at Freeburg 
Elementary School.   

Call to Order 
Mrs. Trout called the meeting to order and asked for a roll call of the members. 

Roll Call 
In addition to Mrs. Trout, board members Jamie Smith, Ed Scheibel, Bill May, Ben Mueth, and Erin 
Shook were in attendance.  Also in attendance was Mark Janssen, Interim Superintendent, 
Financial Officer, and Recording Secretary.   Principals Tiffany Zurliene and Stacey Sommerfield, 
along with Student Services Director Amanda Hargan were also present.   

Pledge of Allegiance 
The Board and public stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Visitors 
Hans Carpenter of the Freeburg Tribune was present. 
 
Moved:  Ben Mueth​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Jamie Smith 

A MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA, AS PRESENTED (SEE 
ADDENDA). 

●​ MINUTES OF THE APRIL 28, 2025 REGULAR BOARD MEETING AND APRIL 28, 2025 
SPECIAL REORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

●​ INVESTMENT SUMMARY THROUGH MAY 16, 2025 
●​ BUDGET SUMMARY THROUGH APRIL 30, 2025 

 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 
Approval of the Bills 
Moved:  Ed Scheibel​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Bill May 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE THE BILLS, AS PRESENTED (SEE ADDENDA). 
 
AYES:  Smith, Scheibel, May, Mueth, Shook, Trout 
Motion Carried 
 
Reports of Standing Committees 
 

 



Reports of Special Committees 
 
Petitions/Communications 
Two Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests were received.  The first, submitted by Andrea 
Reynolds, sought information regarding a former board member.  The second, from SmartProcure, 
requested purchasing data. Both requests were fulfilled within the required timeframe. 
 
Public Participation 
The Board welcomed the public to the meeting.   
 
Teachers’ Report 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
Mr. Janssen provided a year-end schedule of notable activities.  Those dates and activities are:   

●​ May 21 - 11:30 Dismissal 
●​ May 21 - Graduation - 7 pm.  Board members are reminded to be at the school by 6:45 pm. 
●​ May 22 - Teachers’ Institute 

 
Mr. Janssen provided an update on the outstanding meal balances, noting a decrease from 
approximately $16,600 two months ago to under $11,610 this month. 

Mr. Janssen informed the Board that the Illinois Association of School Boards is offering a free 
workshop for the entire Board as a result of our engagement with them for the Superintendent 
search.  He asked Board members to review their calendars to identify potential dates later this 
summer or in early fall.  Mr. Janssen will also coordinate with Dr. Bearley.  The workshop will be 
similar in format to those held by the district over the past two years. 

Principal Tiffany Zurliene presented the Elementary School Principal’s Report. 

●​ Spring Concerts: On April 29th, students in grades 4–8 delivered outstanding Spring Band 
and Chorus performances.  Thank you to Mrs. Ketchum for her dedication. 

●​ Teacher Appreciation Week (May 5–9): We celebrated our teachers with 90s-themed fun 
and generous community support. Special thanks to Short Cuts Lawn & Landscaping, Mick’s 
Auto Repair, Tequila’s Mexican Restaurant, The Bruised Poppy, Neddy & Rose, River Bean 
Coffee Company, and Freeburg Family Dental for their donations and support. 

●​ Beauty and the Beast Jr.: The District 70 Chorus performed a phenomenal musical 
production on May 9th and 10th. Kudos to our talented students and Mrs. Ketchum for 
making it possible. 

●​ Carnival Day (May 15th): Thanks to our PTO for organizing a fun-filled day for students and 
families, complete with perfect weather and great memories. 

●​ Retirement Celebration: We honored Mrs. Mullins, Mrs. Hummert, and Mrs. Woods for their 
dedicated service.  They will be greatly missed. 

Upcoming Events: 

 



●​ Tuesday: Regular 3:00 p.m. dismissal 
●​ Wednesday: Early dismissal at 11:30 a.m. 
●​ Wednesday Evening: Graduation at 7:00 p.m. 

Principal Stacey Sommerfield presented the Primary Center Principal’s Report. 

●​ Wednesday, April 30th, Mrs. Zurliene and I attended the Illinois Principals Association 
breakfast to recognize Levi Zipfel and Braydon Mueth. Both were chosen overall to 
represent our district for their outstanding achievements in leadership, good character, 
kindness, and academic achievements. 

●​ On May 7th, the current preschool students in our area visited our school and had a 
presentation from the current Kindergarten class. 

●​ On Friday, May 16th we had Pre-K Graduation.  We have 16 Pre-K students and 4 Early 
Childhood students moving on to Kindergarten. 

●​ On May 6th, Mrs. K organized an amazing field day for the PC.  The weather ended up being 
perfect. 

●​ On May 13 & 14 the Kindergarten team held screenings.  We have 55 students thus far 
slated to attend Kindergarten. 

Director of Student Services Amanda Hargan presented her report. 
 
This year has been both rewarding and successful for our Special Education program. Key 
accomplishments include: 

●​ Improved Student Outcomes: Service minutes have decreased while academic 
data—especially in reading fluency—has significantly improved. More students are thriving 
in general education settings. 

●​ Co-Teaching Success: A gradual, effective introduction of co-teaching in one 1st and one 2nd 
grade classroom supported individualized interventions for all students. 

●​ Successful Transitions: A student was successfully reintegrated from an out-of-district 
placement, and several others were dismissed from services due to sustained progress. 

●​ Current Caseload: Freeburg 70 currently serves 131 students with IEPs, including: 
o​ 76 across primary and elementary schools 
o​ 14 in early childhood 
o​ 14 in out-of-district programs 
o​ 27 with speech-only IEPs​

(Note: 12 additional community speech students are not included in this total) 
o​ Special education rate: 18%, above the state average of 15%. 

 
Speech-Language Recognition:​
On National Speech-Language Pathologist Day, we recognized Ashlyn Birch, Courtney Heizer, and 
BASSC SLPs Jeanna Antrim and Danielle Janowski for their vital work in supporting 
communication, learning, and independence. 
 

 



Mental Health Awareness:​
May is Mental Health Awareness Month—a reminder of the importance of nurturing mental 
well-being. 
 
504 Plans:​
This year saw an increase in 504 plans, now supporting 43 students (up 6% from fall), ensuring 
accommodations for those in need. 
 
RTI/MTSS:​
Spring benchmarking is complete. Early data shows positive growth across all areas.  The team is 
analyzing results this week to guide programming decisions for next year. 
 
Old Business 
 
New Business 
 
Moved:  Ed Scheibel​ ​ ​  Seconded:  Jamie Smith 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE THE RESIGNATION LETTER FROM BOARD MEMBER 
DAVID STEIN, EFFECTIVE MAY 13, 2025, AS PRESENTED (SEE ADDENDA). 
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 
Motion:  Erin Shook​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Bill May 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO KEEP ALL STUDENT FEES STABLE FOR THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL 
YEAR, AS PRESENTED (SEE ADDENDA). 
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 
Moved:  Ben Mueth​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Erin Shook 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO REINVEST APPROXIMATELY $1.298,000 OF WORKING CASH INTO 
A 15-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT WITH PMA FINANCIAL NETWORK AT AN INTEREST 
RATE OF APPROXIMATELY 3.93%, AS PRESENTED. 
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 
Moved:  Bill May​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Jamie Smith 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO RENEW THE FOOD SERVICE CONTRACT WITH BELLEVILLE #118 
FOR THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR, AS PRESENTED (SEE ADDENDA). 
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 

 



Moved:  Erin Shook​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Ben Mueth 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO SELL A 2007 84-PASSENGER BUS AS IS FOR $1500, AS PRESENTED. 
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 
Moved:  Ed Scheibel​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Bill May 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO APPROVE THE 2nd READING OF BOARD POLICY REVISIONS, AS 
PRESENTED (SEE ADDENDA). 
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 
Moved:  Jamie Smith​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Ed Scheibel 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO APPOINT BILL MAY AS THE BASSC GOVERNING BOARD MEMBER. 
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 
Moved:  Bill May​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Erin Shook 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO APPOINT BEN MUETH AS THE ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL 
BOARD DELEGATE. 
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 
Moved:  Amber Trout​ ​ Seconded:  Jamie Smith 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO APPOINT ERIN SHOOK AS THE FREEBURG ELEMENTARY 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION REPRESENTATIVE. 
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 
Motion:  Bill May​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Ed Scheibel 

A MOTION WAS MADE TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 7:23 PM TO CONSIDER: 
 
THE APPOINTMENT, EMPLOYMENT, COMPENSATION, DISCIPLINE, PERFORMANCE, OR 
DISMISSAL OF SPECIFIC EMPLOYEES OF THE DISTRICT INCLUDING HEARING TESTIMONY 
ON A COMPLAINT LODGED AGAINST AN EMPLOYEE. 5 ILCS 120/2(C)(1) AND 
 
LITIGATION, WHEN AN ACTION AGAINST, AFFECTING OR ON BEHALF OF THE PARTICULAR 
DISTRICT HAS BEEN FILED AND IS PENDING BEFORE A COURT OR ADMINISTRATIVE 
TRIBUNAL, OR WHEN THE DISTRICT FINDS THAT AN ACTION IS PROBABLE OR IMMINENT, 
IN WHICH CASE THE BASIS FOR THE FINDING SHALL BE RECORDED AND ENTERED INTO 
THE CLOSED MEETING MINUTES. 5 ILCS 120/2(C)(11) 

 



 
AYES:  Smith, Scheibel, May, Mueth, Shook, Trout 
Motion Carried 
 
Moved:  Bill May​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Ben Mueth 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO RE-ENTER REGULAR SESSION AT 7:44 PM. 
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 
Moved:  Bill May​  ​  ​ Seconded:  Jamie Smith 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO ACCEPT THE LETTER OF RESIGNATION FROM 
PARAPROFESSIONAL JOE MCGRAW, AS PRESENTED. 
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 6-aye, 0-nay. 
 
Moved:  Ben Mueth​ ​  ​ Seconded:  Ed Scheibel 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO EMPLOY CHRIS SMITH AS BASEBALL COACH, AS PRESENTED. 
 
AYES:  Smith, Scheibel, May, Mueth, Shook, Trout 
Motion Carried 
 
Other Business 
 
Adjournment 
Moved:  Bill May​ ​ ​ Seconded:  Jamie Smith 

 
There being no further business to come before this body, A MOTION WAS MADE TO ADJOURN 
THE MEETING AT 7:48 P.M.   
 
Upon a voice vote, Motion Carried, 7-aye, 0-nay. 
 
 
 
Amber Trout, President​ Jamie Smith, Secretary 
Board of Education, Dist. #70​ Board of Education, Dist. # 70 
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