
School District of Onalaska   
 Board of Education Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, June 9, 2025 

President Aaron McDonald called the Onalaska Board of Education regular meeting to order on Monday, June 
9, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. at 237 2nd Ave S, Onalaska, WI.  

1. Call to Order:

2. Roll Call/Verification of Quorum: The Board President verified a quorum is present.
Members Present - Mark Cassellius, Brian Haefs, Bridget Thomas, Tracy Laufenberg, Erik Archer, Aaron 
McDonald, and Ann Garrity.
Administrators/Directors Present - Fran Finco, Janet Rosseter, Fayme Evenson, Sonya Ganther, Laurie 
Enos, Charlie Ihle, Roger Fruit, Abby Davis, Ben Burns, and Kristen Fay.
Others Present - Kelly McMahon.

3. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag: Aaron McDonald led the group in the reciting of the Pledge 
of Allegiance.

4. Reading of the Mission Statement: Erik Archer read the School Board Mission Statement.

5. Public Notice: Public notice was given to the requesting news media. The agenda was posted in district 
buildings, and on the district website.

6. Agenda Revisions: Request to move Item #18 - Pre-K Program Contract and Partners, to after Item #9 -
Donations. Motion carried.

7. Approval of Agenda: Motion by A. Garrity, second by B. Haefs, to approve the agenda with moving 
Item #18 - Pre-K Program Contract and Partners, to after Item #9 - Donations. Motion carried.

8. Public Input: There were no public comments.

Recognition Item: 

9. Donations:
● $1,288.48 from the Onalaska American Legion for supplies for the ONAbility Program
● $1,925.14 from Office Depot’s School Supply Drive program for supplies for Northern Hills

Elementary
● $500 from Smith’s Bike Shop toward the Claude Deck Grant for bikes and helmets for Irving

Pertzsch Elementary’s ‘All Kids Bike Program’
● Sandwiches and coupons for district staff from Chick-fil-A Onalaska
● $250 from Kees Architecture for Onalaska High School English 9 classes
● $637.59 from the Eagle Bluff Elementary PTO for recess equipment at Eagle Bluff
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Action Item: 
 
10.​ 2025-26 Pre-Kindergarten Program Contract & Partners: Motion by A. Garrity, second by T. Laufenberg, 

to approve the 2025-26 Pre-K partner contract document and to enter into agreements with the 
following Pre-K partners for the 2025-26 school year: Children’s Tree House, First Lutheran Preschool, 
Gentle Lambs, Northstar Early Learning Center, and YMCA North. Motion carried.  

 
Informational/Discussion Items:  
 
11.     ​ Administrator and Board Reports: Administrators gave an update on staff and student activities related 

to academics and co-curricular activities, and Ann Garrity gave an update on the recent CESA #4 annual 
meeting.   

 
12.​ Middle and High School Building Projects Update: Charlie Ihle and Ben Burns gave an update on the 

middle and high school building projects.  
 

13.​ 8th Grade Promotion/Retention: Ben Burns presented the Onalaska Middle School eighth grade 
promotion/retention information to the Board. 

 
14. ​ High School Student Handbook: Charlie Ihle presented the 2025-26 high school student handbook for 

a first reading and Board consideration. 
 
15. ​ Pillar II Strategic Plan: Administration reported on progress on the District Strategic Plan for Pillar II - 

Family and Community Engagement for Board information.  
 
16.​ 2025-26 Fund 80 Community Service Fund Update: Janet Rosseter gave an update on the Community 

Service Fund and also presented the 2025-26 Fund 80 for Board information.  
 

17.​ Board Policy: Mark Cassellius, Erik Archer, and Tracy Laufenberg presented Board Policy 5411 - Third 
Grade Promotion and Retention: At-Risk Students, for a first reading and Board consideration.  

 
Action Items: 
 
18.​ Donation: Motion by T. Laufenberg, second by B. Haefs, to approve a donation of cookies valued at 

approximately $5,600 from the Girl Scouts of Wisconsin Badgerland, for K-5 students and staff. Motion 
carried. 

 
19.​ Personnel Report: Sonya Ganther presented the personnel report for Board approval:  

A.​ Resignation Requests - Certified Staff -  
1.​ Izac Sheforgen, 1.0 FTE 5th grade teacher at Eagle Bluff Elementary, effective the end of 

the 2024-25 school year.  
2.​ Talya Niehausen, 1.0 FTE school counselor at Eagle Bluff Elementary, effective the end of 

the 2024-25 school year.  
 
B.​ Position Creation - 1.0 FTE custodian at Onalaska Middle School, effective July 1, 2025.  
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C.​ Resignation Notifications - Hourly Staff -  
1.​ Audrey Martin, .733 FTE regular education paraprofessional at Eagle Bluff Elementary, 

effective June 6, 2025.  
2.​ Olivia Runyon, 1.0 FTE special education paraprofessional at Onalaska High School, 

effective June 6, 2025.  
Motion by M. Cassellius, second by B. Thomas, to approve the personnel report. Motion carried.  

 
20.   ​ Consent Agenda: Motion by B. Haefs, second by E. Archer, to approve the following under the consent 

agenda:  
A.     ​ Budgetary Disbursements and Payroll in accordance with enclosure.  
B.​ Minutes - June 2, 2025 regular meeting minutes.  
C.​ Co-Curricular Contract Correction - Thomas Fortier, HS wrestling head coach, from $5,000 to 

$4,550 (incorrect amount on 05.12.25 personnel report).  
D.​ Unpaid Leave Policy 3430/4430 - Christa Weber, OHS teacher, May 16-21, 2025; Beth Roose, EB 

teacher, May 23, 2025; Virginia Ystenes, MS cook, May 27&29, 2025; David Vaughan, NH 
custodian - May 22-23, 2025; Keely Chrest, NH cook, May 23, 2025.  

Motion carried.  
 

21.   ​ Adjourn: Motion by B. Haefs, second by T. Laufenberg, to adjourn at 7:14 p.m. Motion carried.  
 

Respectfully submitted by Kristen Fay 

 

___________________________                                      ​ _________________________ 
Aaron McDonald, Board President   ​ ​ ​ ​ Brian Haefs, Board Clerk 
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