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Celebrati ng the Class of 2025Celebrati ng the Class of 2025

1,207 graduati ng seniors 1,207 graduati ng seniors 
406 earned 406 earned ≥≥ 3.9 GPA + 4 AP classes  3.9 GPA + 4 AP classes 
92 earned 92 earned ≥≥ 3.8 GPA + 3 AP classes  3.8 GPA + 3 AP classes 

187 earned 187 earned ≥≥ 3.5 GPA + 2 AP classes  3.5 GPA + 2 AP classes 
727 earned 727 earned ≥≥ 3.5 GPA overall 3.5 GPA overall
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In this issue:In this issue: Advancing safety through innovati ve technology soluti onsAdvancing safety through innovati ve technology soluti ons
Rochester Community Schools 
remains committ ed to enhancing 
processes that empower staff  
members to act eff ecti vely during 
an emergency. To that end, the 
district is adopti ng the Centegix 
safety platf orm, an incident response 
soluti on that supports emergencies, 
from everyday situati ons to the 
extreme.  
“Nothing is more important than 
the safety and well-being of our 
students, staff  and community. In an 
emergency, every second matt ers. 
We will do all we can to strengthen 
district processes that support 
emergency preparedness and 
response in our school buildings, 
on the playgrounds, parking lots or 
athleti c fi elds,” said Superintendent 
Nicholas Russo. 
The Centegix safety platf orm 

leverages digital mapping, real-ti me 
locati ng capabiliti es, and an easy-
to-use wearable panic butt on to 
support a faster response for safety 
situati ons.
“Every adult member of our team 
has been issued a breakaway 
lanyard that holds a crisis alert 
badge. Using the Centegix system, 
staff  can call for help anywhere on 
school grounds, simply by pressing 
a butt on. Once acti vated, support 
teams will know exactly where the 
incident is taking place and can 
provide an immediate response for 
help,” said Dr. Neil DeLuca, deputy 
superintendent.
The Centegix platf orm provides 
two types of alerts. The “I need 
help” alert immediately noti fi es 
on-site staff  of a localized situati on 
on campus, such as a medical 

emergency or altercati on on school 
property. 
“Response ti mes can impact the 
outcome of a situati on. For example, 
if there’s an accident on the 
playground, our teams can call for 
help without delay. We anti cipate 
that the vast majority of our alerts 
will originate from these types 
of day-to-day interacti ons,” said 
DeLuca. Cont. on page 2

Rochester Community Schools celebrates 1,207 graduati ng 
seniors. As a class, they have forged strong bonds that have 
enabled them to excel at the highest levels. We congratulate 
this excepti onal group of students and extend sincere grati tude 
to our teachers, families, administrators, staff , and community 
partners who have supported them on their educati onal 
journey through their K-12 experience.

“As we look to the future, there is not one clearly defi ned 
path for success. Great joy can be achieved by fi nding the 
purpose from within and pursuing it with one’s heart, not just 
for school, but for life,” said Nicholas Russo, superintendent. 
“When you live your purpose, you become an inspirati on 
to those around you. Congratulati ons Class of 2025! We are 
proud of you!”

*Data is based on available informati on at ti me of print.
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For more extreme situati ons, a campus-
wide alert, or lockdown, may be required. 
Here, the system not only noti fi es on-site 
personnel of the emergency, but also central 
offi  ce administrators, 911 dispatchers and 
fi rst responders.

“New and 
innovati ve 
technologies 
are constantly 
emerging, so 
we did our due 
diligence to make 

sure the platf orm would provide a lasti ng 
benefi t, is secure, easy to use, easy to 
install, accepted by local law enforcement 
and integrates with our current systems,” 
said Jeff  Frankowiak, technology director. 
“An intenti onal focus on training ensures 
that school resource offi  cers, fi rst 
responders and nearly 2,000 district 
employees have the knowledge to support 
the alerts and respond quickly,” said 
Frankowiak.
When the badge is acti vated, school 
communiti es receive visual and auditory 

alerts. A strobe light fl ashes; an intercom 
message provides verbal directi on; and 
mobile and desktop computer alerts indicate 
the locati on of the emergency on a map.
“The Centegix safety platf orm does not 
replace other safety measures that are 
currently in place in the district. It is meant 
to enhance operati ons,” said RCS Safety 
Consultant Steve Schett enhelm, former 
Rochester Police chief. “This multi -layered 
approach to safety includes districtwide 
emergency response protocols, emergency 
radios, cameras, CPR and fi rst-aid training 
and other strategic investments that make 
the crisis response for the district even 
bett er.” 
Additi onal benefi ts of the Centegix 
partnership include a comprehensive visitor 
management system that will be installed 
in all 25 Rochester Community Schools 
buildings in the fall 2025. The system alerts 
staff  if an individual has a background 
that could jeopardize a safe environment 
and provides building administrators with 
the ability to see if visitors are entering 
restricted areas. It also off ers greater 

effi  ciency by providing a self-service kiosk 
for visitors, while eliminati ng the need for 
manual clipboard and check-in sheets. 
“A visitor management system improves 
security for our staff  and students. Knowing 
who is in the building, along with their 
purpose, will also improve our ability to 
account for and assist our guests in the case 
of an emergency situati on,” said DeLuca.
“Keeping our school community safe is a 
team eff ort. New processes and procedures 
may not always be convenient, but they are 
essenti al in this day and age. We remain 
grateful for our community members who 
partner with us to support the safety and 
well-being of each and every student, staff , 
family member, visitor and guest on school 
grounds,” said Russo.

Investi ng $1.2 million over fi ve years to enhance safety through innovati ve technology soluti onsInvesti ng $1.2 million over fi ve years to enhance safety through innovati ve technology soluti ons

Download the
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Support

Congratulati ons to the 2025 Excellence in Educati on Award recipients!   Congratulati ons to the 2025 Excellence in Educati on Award recipients!   

Lucinda SalmonLucinda Salmon
Long Meadow teacher, 
recognized for her 
contagious and enthusiasti c 
energy, joyful approach to 
teaching, and att enti on to 
helping children learn life 
skills to calm their minds 
and bodies.

Jeff  ZurkanJeff  Zurkan
Hart choir teacher, 
honored for teaching 
valuable lessons in music 
and life, sharing kindness, 
making learning fun and 
caring about student 
well-being.

Offi  cer Amy DrehmerOffi  cer Amy Drehmer
Rochester Police offi  cer and 
RCS school resource offi  cer, 
honored for being a role 
model, mentor and caring 
community leader who has 
made a lasti ng impact on 
students and staff  over the 
past 18 years.

Honoring excellence in educati onHonoring excellence in educati on
The Excellence in Educati on Award was created to recognize exemplary 
performance throughout the district. Through a generous donati on from 
Michelle Beitelshees of the Pino Insurance Agency, in a partnership with 

the RCS Foundati on, the Excellence in Educati on Award has been sustained for more than 
18 years. During that ti me, more than 135 employees have been recognized and awarded 
over $70,000 to support our schools. Award dollars are used by the recipients to purchase 
materials or services that will enhance a school classroom, facility, program or service.

ParentSquareParentSquare
RCS is launching 
ParentSquare as its 
new communicati on 
platf orm! 

As of July 2025, the 
district will no longer use SchoolMessenger 
for communicati ons.

ParentSquare pulls contact informati on 
directly from ParentVUE. To prevent a lapse 
in informati on, families are encouraged to 
update their phone number, email address, 
and preferred language in ParentVUE. 

Need help?Need help? Scan the QR code to access 
the RCS ParentSquare support site for 
helpful videos, step-by-step guides, 
and FAQs. Families can also download 
the ParentSquare app to opti mize their 
experience.

conti nued from page 1
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2025 RCS Scholars of Highest Disti ncti on
GPA of 3.9 or higher; Complete and pass 4 or more AP courses

Aliyah Aaron
Brigham Young Univ.
Stoney Creek

Nikolajs Abolins
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Talia Abraham
Wayne State Univ.
Adams

Sarah Adams
Davenport Univ.
Stoney Creek

Safa Akhtar
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Jonah Alizadeh
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Addison Allen
Univ. of North Carolina 
Greensboro
Stoney Creek

Olivia Allison
Rochester Insti tute of 
Technology
Stoney Creek

Sophia Aluia
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Devan Amin
Univ. of Michigan
Stoney Creek

Katelin Anason
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Addison Angel
Univ. of Tennessee
Adams

Zayaan Ansari
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Thomas Atkinson
Oakland Univ.
Adams

Reese Atwater
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Addy Aulph
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Nicholas Bain-
Vazquez
Western Ontario Univ.
Stoney Creek

Daniel Balabanov
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Rishika Balakrishnan
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Aayushi Banerjee
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Clara Banfi eld
Univ. of Kentucky 
Rochester

Nayeon Bang
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Mark Banoub
Wayne State Univ.
Adams

Henry Barge
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Emma Barker 
Lawrence Technological 
Univ. 
Rochester

Isabella Noelle 
Barrett o
Univ. of Toledo
Stoney Creek

Hayden Barron
Trade/Career/Vocati on 
School
Rochester

Isabel Bass
Miami Ohio Univ.
Adams

Shaan Batra
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Megan Batson
Central Michigan Univ.
Rochester

Spencer Beckeman
Western Michigan Univ. 
Stoney Creek

Luna Beckett 
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Kate Behaylo
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Evelyn Belanger
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Elisa Benedict
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Garrett  Berry
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Siddhant Bhat
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Laiba Bhatti  
Wayne State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Edoardo Bianchi
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Leo Biordi
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Lilliana Bjelica
Miami Univ.
Stoney Creek

Charly Blake
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Mia Blind
Wayne State Univ. 
Stoney Creek

Drew Bobo
Hope College 
Stoney Creek

Ava Boland
Hope College 
Stoney Creek

Liam Bonn
Oakland Community 
College
Rochester

Isabelle Bonten
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Aiden Boruta
Grand Valley State Univ.
Rochester

Emily Braun
Michigan State Univ.
SStoney Creek

Ava Brooklier
Loyola Univ. Chicago
Rochester

Carly Bruce
Purdue Univ.
Stoney Creek

Sophia Brusseau
Univ. of Wisconsin
Stoney Creek

Danielle Bryant
Northwood Univ.
Stoney Creek

Samantha Buck
Miami Univ. 
Rochester

Stephanie Bulat
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Abram Burt
Brigham Young Univ.
Rochester

Morgan Calcagno
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Sienna Calcut
Oakland Univ.
Adams

Vivian Campbell
Madonna Univ. 
Rochester

Vaughn Campbell 
Oakland Univ.
Rochester



www.rochester.k12.mi.usRochester Community Schools4 A

2025 RCS Scholars of Highest Disti ncti on
GPA of 3.9 or higher; Complete and pass 4 or more AP courses

Lilliana Carpenter
Central Michigan Univ.
Adams

Carlos Carrillo
Northwood Univ.
Adams

Justi n Cassell
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Samantha Cavanaugh
Washtenaw Community 
College
Adams

Joseph Cavins
Univ. of Michigan
Stoney Creek

Marilou Cerru
Univ. of Limerick
Stoney Creek

Sophia Cervantes
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Jillian Chae
Oakland Community 
College
Rochester

Zander Champine
Kett ering Univ.
Stoney Creek

Hardy Chen
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Hannah Childers
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Emma Cicco
Wake Forest Univ.
Stoney Creek

William Cicco
Brown Univ.
Stoney Creek

David Cimpean
Oakland Univ.
Adams

Eryn Collier
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Leo Comfort
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Lucy Cook
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Elliana Cowsill
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Andrea Cueto Sanchez
Oakland Community 
College
Rochester

Scott  Czerkis
Eastern Michigan Univ.
Stoney Creek

Mira Dalal
Univ. of Dayton
Adams

Ryan Damian
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Celeste de Chazal
Bryn Athyn College
Stoney Creek

Alyssa Deda
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Patrick Delavan
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Kaitlyn Dempster
Saint Francis Univ.
Adams

Reid Dennis
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Aneeksha Devineni
Indiana Univ. 
Bloomington
Adams

Alexander DiCicco
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Alyssa DiCicco
Loyola Univ. Chicago
Stoney Creek

Katherine Dick
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Sofi a Dobrin
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Natalie Dolezel
Western Michigan Univ.
Rochester

Cameron Dotson
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Brendan Duff 
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Grayson Duncanson
Univ. of Michigan
Stoney Creek

Sofi a Dushaj
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Ellie Eastman
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Emily Edwards
Penn State Univ.
Adams

Alexa Eichbrecht
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Alisa Elias
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Stephanie Elwell
Univ. Of Illinois
Adams

Elizabeth Faglie
Grand Valley State Univ.
Rochester

Hannah Fahy
Univ. of Limerick
Adams

Drew Fajardo
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Aryan Farooq
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Kieran Feldkamp
Hope College 
Rochester

Vivian Ferow
Oakland Univ.
Adams

Lauren Fiebelkorn
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Kennedy Fisher
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Lexi Flores
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Sam Fogler
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Ava Folk
Florida Gulf Coast Univ. 
Rochester

William Ford
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

William Forsell
Michigan State Univ. 
Stoney Creek

Chase Foster
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Kilian Franke
Univ. of Detroit Mercy
Adams

James Freeman
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Kate Fu
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Nicole Fu
U.S. Naval Academy
Adams
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2025 RCS Scholars of Highest Disti ncti on
GPA of 3.9 or higher; Complete and pass 4 or more AP courses

Taylor Fulkerson
Florida Atlanti c Univ.
Stoney Creek

Alivia Gabler
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Emily Gamage
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Xiaoyan Gao
Univ. of Michigan
Stoney Creek

Regina Garcia 
Burciaga
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Adit Garg
Univ. of Michigan 
Rochester

Benjamin Gargaro
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Ahnika Gaydos
Eastern Michigan Univ.
Stoney Creek

Andrew Ge
Univ. of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign
Adams

Mikayla Gendich
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Timothy George
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Ivana Ghafari
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Katherine Gill
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Benjamin Giroux
Oakland Univ.
Stoney Creek

Adam Glinski
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Christi an Gojcaj
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Daniela Gomez-
Rodriguez
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Lucia Gomez-
Rodriguez
Central Michigan Univ.
Stoney Creek

Mitchell Gora
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Aarush Gota
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Isabella Govern
Brigham Young Univ.
Rochester

Natalia  Grabovac
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Holland Grace
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Ana Grajales
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Makenzie Grimes
Central Michigan Univ.
Adams

Stuart Grindem
Kent State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Carlos Guitron-Orti z
Oakland Univ.
Stoney Creek

Isabella Gungab
Michigan State Univ. 
Rochester

Greta Guri
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Ryan Hakala
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Brooke Hall
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Owen Hamilton
Oakland Univ.
Stoney Creek

Yale Han
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Brooklynn Harding
Illinois State Univ.
Adams

Amir Harrie
Oakland Univ.
Adams

Saif Harrie
Saint Marti nus Univ.
Adams

Quenti n Hatchett 
Univ. of Tennessee
Rochester

Alexis Haupt
Syracuse Univ.
Stoney Creek

Stephanie Haviaras
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Samantha Hawkins
Ohio Northern 
University
Adams

Abigail He
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Reagan Healy
Utah State Univ.
Adams

Maiya Herman
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Mika Hernacki
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Sara Hernandez 
Carbajal
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Isis Tzentel Hernandez
Guadarrama
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Joey Hickson
Xavier Univ.
Adams

Aubrey Hillard
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Scarlett  Hitchcock
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Isabella Hoover
Ott erbein Univ.
Stoney Creek

Ruby Howe
Loyola Univ. Chicago
Rochester

Xinyue Huang
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Chloe  Huddleston
Miami Univ. 
Rochester

Cassandra Hulse-Palmer
College of Creati ve 
Studies 
Stoney Creek

Kristopher Hunt
Univ. of South Florida
Adams

Emmalyn Huntley
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Kaushik Jagankumar
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Giuliana Janow
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Emerson Jehle
Grand Valley State Univ.
Adams

Leah Jeon
Univ. of Michigan
Adams
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2025 RCS Scholars of Highest Disti ncti on
GPA of 3.9 or higher; Complete and pass 4 or more AP courses

Megan Jin
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Hyunji Jin
Univ. of Minnesota
Rochester

Grace Johnson
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Maria Jurado 
Plascencia
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Alexander Kang
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Sophia Karras
Univ. of Cincinnati 
Stoney Creek

Kaitlyn Kauppila
Ball State Univ.
Adams

Thomas Kawasaki
Univ. of Toledo
Adams

William Kelly
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Alina Kendra
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Ailey Kenny
The Univ. of Wisconsin- 
Madison
Adams

Amin Khantouche
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Weronika Kieliszek
Univ. of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign
Adams

Contessa Kiessling
Oakland Univ.
Adams

Aiden Kim
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Hyuno Kim
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Junee Kim
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Miran Kim
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Yerin Kim
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Kaden Kim
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Lewy Kim
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Simeon Koch
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Samantha Kohler
Univ. of Oregon
Adams

Michael Komjathy
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Bonsang Koo
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Rachel Korson
Cedarville Univ.
Stoney Creek

Isaac Kurian
Purdue Univ.
Adams

Eunhye Kwon
UC Irvine
Rochester

Jordan Laba
DePauw Univ.
Adams

Trenton LaGarde
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Lucia Lagman
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Lily LaLonde
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Alivia LaMacchio
Michigan Technological 
Univ.
Stoney Creek

Lauren LaMendola
Univ. of Michigan
Stoney Creek

Tori Lang
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Margaux Larson
Univ. of Mississippi
Adams

Grant Lauridsen
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Anna Lavigne
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Zachary Le
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Katherine Le Tissier
Oakland Community 
College
Rochester

David Lee
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Rocco Lekocaj
Oakland Univ.
Stoney Creek

Joseph Lentz
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Zoë Ley
McGill Univ. 
Stoney Creek

Kevin Li
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Morgan Lord
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Collin Lott 
Northern State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Jack Lower
Grand Valley State Univ.
Rochester

Macey Lucier
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Toni Lulgjuraj
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Maddox Lundsten
Grand Valley State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Lilley Lutzka
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Jordan Ma
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Natalie Mahnke
Univ. of Toledo
Rochester

Holden Makar
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Prisha Malani
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Holly Malsbury
Western Michigan Univ. 
Stoney Creek

Ellery Maras
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Ishaan Marfati a
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Alice Max
Grand Valley State Univ.
Rochester
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2025 RCS Scholars of Highest Disti ncti on
GPA of 3.9 or higher; Complete and pass 4 or more AP courses

Autumn Mazur
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Sadie McCutcheon
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Kate McIntosh
Oakland Univ.
Stoney Creek

Max Metzen
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Logan Michalkow
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Sara Milaj
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Lauren Miller
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Ashlyn Milton
Nova Southeastern 
Univ.
Adams

Jay Modi
Johns Hopkins Univ.
Adams

Kellen Mohl
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Michelle Molinari
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Erin Monett e
West Virginia Univ. 
Rochester

Gakuto Morikawa
Univ. of Michigan 
Rochester

Myles Morse
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Vera Mousa
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Sai Varnika Mukku
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Sofi a Munguia
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Mia Murphree
Saginaw Valley State 
Univ.
Adams

Meredith Murray
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Allison Murray
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Vishal Myneni
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Megan Myrick
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Darsh Nagdeve
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Maryam Nakooj
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Dania Neiroukh
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Rhoda Nepolian
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Lexsie  Nguyen
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Hannah Ni
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Leonardo Nuculaj
Oakland Univ.
Stoney Creek

Jathan Oaida
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Erin Rose Ocampo
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Anthony Oddo
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Natalia Olmos Elizondo
Columbia College 
Chicago 
Stoney Creek

Sofi a Olvera Garcia
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Paige O’Neill
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Jasmine Orser
College for Creati ve 
Studies
Rochester

Grace Osterholzer
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Calvin Oti s
Arizona State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Momoko Paris
Polimoda
Rochester

Luca Passalacqua
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Liliana Pastora
Monterosso
Univ. of Michigan
Stoney Creek

Arya Patel
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Riddhi Pathak
Univ. of Pitt sburgh
Rochester

Elena Pencu
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Nodi Penney
Oakland Univ.
Adams

Julio Peralta Terrazas
Univ. of Michigan 
Adams

Lorena Pereira Della 
Volpe
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Viktoria Petkovich
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Stella Phillips
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Kat Pickard
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Navya Pilla
Univ. of Cincinnati 
Adams

Giulia Pimenta de 
Souza
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Ambra Pllumbaj
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Dakota Poljanac
Wayne State Univ. 
Rochester

Addison Ponti llo
Oakland Univ.
Stoney Creek

Mira Porwal
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Aiden Powell
Univ. of Michigan 
Rochester

Erica Proctor
Butler Univ.
Rochester

Ava Puckett 
Grand Valley State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Connor Pulliam
Michigan State Univ.
Adams



www.rochester.k12.mi.usRochester Community Schools8 A

2025 RCS Scholars of Highest Disti ncti on
GPA of 3.9 or higher; Complete and pass 4 or more AP courses

Cameron Pycz
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Jinsun Pyo
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Haniya Qadri
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Naiylah Qadri
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Laya Raj
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Sahana Ram
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Shivani  Ramakrishnan
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Gabriella Rapetti  
Butler Univ. 
Rochester

Hudson Rasegan
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Jonathan Rawcliff e
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Tanav Ray
Cornell Univ.
Adams

Robert Reif
Michigan Technological 
Univ.
Rochester

Joel Richmond
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Kiely Robinson 
Univ. of Detroit Mercy
Rochester

Sadie Rogers
Marshall Univ.
Adams

Robert Romanski
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Breandan Roscoe 
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Delaney Ross
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Ashvin Sabawat
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Luciano Sacco
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Julia Salanta
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Christopher Samoila
Bowling Green State 
Univ.
Rochester

Amelia Sandoval
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Sukheshkumar 
Saravanan
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Giovanna Savoy 
Ferreira
Wayne State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Jackson Schaff ner
Albion College
Adams

Jackson Schellig
Oakland Univ.
Adams

Merrick Schwalbach
Univ. of Southern 
Indiana 
Stoney Creek

Brendan Seres
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Giovanna Serio
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Shaurya Seth
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Daniel Seymour
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Nabeeha Shafi que
Wayne State Univ. 
Rochester

Hiya Shah
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Junhao Shan
Internati onal Studies
Adams

Spriha Shibu
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Kyra Shogren
Syracuse Univ.
Stoney Creek

Anasua Shome
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Zoya Siddiqui
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Jillian Sieber
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Cecelia Simion
Butler Univ.
Adams

Mila Simmons
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Riley Simpson
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Caroline Simpson
Miami Univ. 
Stoney Creek

Jaden Singer
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Aryan Sinha
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Jackson Slezak
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Ian Smith
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Jameson Smith
Purdue Univ.
Adams

Julia Smith
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Riley Smith
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Owen E. Smith
George Washington 
Univ.
Stoney Creek

Mia Snellgrove
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Yashieta Somani
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Lily Sommer
Bates College
Rochester

Grant Song
Michigan Technological 
Univ.
Adams

Bianca Staley
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

William Stelzer
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Lia Sukkar
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Luka Super
Oakland Univ.
Adams
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2025 RCS Scholars of Highest Disti ncti on
GPA of 3.9 or higher; Complete and pass 4 or more AP courses

Tanvi Surapaneni
Univ. of Michigan
Stoney Creek

Eli Szalkowski
Oakland Community 
College
Rochester

Tymon Szawiela
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Georgia Talbot
Western Michigan Univ. 
Stoney Creek

Griffi  n Tannar
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Jolie Tansel
Oakland Univ.
Stoney Creek

Arthur Temellis Savella
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Kelvin Teng
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Tyler Thomas
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Daniel Torres Mares
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Emma Townsend
Grand Valley State Univ.
Adams

Megan Townsend
Grand Valley State Univ.
Adams

Dylan Trent
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Gloria Trumza
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

James Tsamaidis
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Gavin Tuksal
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Sydney VanHowe
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Kylah Vigeant
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Brielle Vince
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Jacob Virkus
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Viviana Vitale 
Wayne State Univ. 
Rochester

Franny Wang
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Yihuan Wang
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Abby Weaver
Northern Michigan 
Univ.
Adams

Sophia Wegner
Lipscomb Univ.
Stoney Creek

Reynold Wei
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Alyssa Welch
Bowling Green State 
Univ.
Rochester

Isabel Wilinski
Univ. of Michigan 
Stoney Creek

Steven Wilkerson
West Point
Adams

Sienna Wills
Michigan State Univ.
Stoney Creek

Isaac Wood
Cornerstone 
Rochester

Sophia Worobkevich
Michigan State Univ.
Adams

Elizabeth Wydeven 
Michigan State Univ.
Rochester

Eryn Yang
UCLA
Adams

Madison Yang
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Mark Yin
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Aaron Yoon
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Jacquelyn Yucha
Univ. of Michigan
Rochester

Woonnoh Yun
Oakland Univ.
Adams

Giana Zanotti  
Oakland Univ.
Rochester

Hiba Zehra
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Matt  Zhang
NYU
Adams

Megan Zhang
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Nathan Zhang
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Andrew Zhu
Univ. of Michigan
Adams

Julianna Zobrist
Univ. of Tampa
Adams

“When you live 
your purpose, 
you become an 
inspiration to 
those around 
you.”

Superintendent 
Nicholas Russo



www.rochester.k12.mi.usRochester Community Schools10A

Celebrati ng Michigan High School Athleti c Associati on state champion athletesCelebrati ng Michigan High School Athleti c Associati on state champion athletes
The Michigan High School Athleti c Associati on (MHSAA) is a nonprofi t organizati on that includes a membership of more than 1,500 public 
and private high schools from across the state. It exists to develop common rules for athleti c eligibility and competi ti on. Earning an MHSAA 
state championship is one of the highest honors that a high school athlete can achieve. Congratulati ons champions!

Nicole Fu
Adams High School, 
Lower Peninsula 
Division 1 singles 
tennis fi nals

Jace Morgan
Adams High School, 
Division 1 state 
wrestling champion 
138 lb. weight class

Will Cicco
Stoney Creek High 
School, Division 2 
200- and 500-yard 
freestyle

“Rochester Community Schools students not only embrace the 
academic rigor that is provided by our outstanding teachers, 
staff  and administrators, but they also excel in athleti cs,” said 
Superintendent Nicholas Russo. The district is proud to support 
72 Michigan High School Athleti c Associati on (MHSAA) varsity 
teams, 120 sub-varsity teams, and a wide variety of club sports 
at the middle and high school levels.

Congratulations athletes!

Rochester Adams Boys Soccer, Division 1

Brady Adragna
Sam Beach
Chase Blackmore
Carlos Carrillo
Jun Choi
Max Craft 
Dario Cusumano
Owen Dekraker
Reid Dennis

Salvatore Dinoto
Brendan Duff 
Yasir Hamdan
Joey Honingford
Will Kelly
Logan Lilla
Diego Monter Ugarte
Anthony Page
Anthony Piacenti ni

Sam Piacenti ni
RJ Pompa
Cameron Pycz
Alex Rosin
Jameson Smith
Nick Tomezak
Brian You

Stoney Creek High School Competi ti ve Cheer Team, Division 1

Sarah Adams
Mia Badalucco
Laila Biondo
Taylor Brandimarte
Briana Cairns
Avery Chmielewski
Lauren Clark
Lilly Decarlo
Meredith DeGraw
Lauren Denby

Allee Depp
Mary Guitron Orti z
Gianna Haener
Audrey Harvath
Kate Kacy
Chelsi Kareta
Kendall Keller
Natalie Marco
Julie McDermott 
Cassidy Niester

Grace Perrera
Gianna Perrera
Ariana Phelps
Kelsey Phipps
Ally Schamanek
Maya Shamyer
Brenna Smith
Isabel Williams
Sienna Wills

RCS business professionals receive internati onal recogniti on for established best practi cesRCS business professionals receive internati onal recogniti on for established best practi ces
Rochester Community Schools conti nues to maintain sound 
fi scal management and budgetary policies that have been 
recognized by the Associati on of School Business Offi  cials          
Internati onal (ASBO). For eight consecuti ve years, the district 
received the presti gious Meritorious Budget Award, which 
is conferred only to school systems whose budgets have 
undergone a rigorous review by fi nancial professionals and met 
or exceeded the program’s stringent criteria.

The RCS general fund budget in its broadest terms is outlined below. 
Amounts are in millions.
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Creating 
a lasting 
impact

RCS Foundati on ImpactRCS Foundati on Impact
July 2023 - June 2024July 2023 - June 2024

Invested in staff  grants for academics, 
arts and athleti cs

Provided donor-directed grants for band, 
media centers, science fairs and more

Awarded scholarships to 63 RCS high 
school seniors

Sustained support-a-project initi ati ves for 
roboti cs, wellness, athleti cs and more

Awarded high school students for dual 
enrollment 

Supported districtwide elementary fi eld 
trips and educati onal outi ngs

Recognized staff  with Excellence in 
Educati on awards

The RCS Foundati on is a non-profi t 501(c)(3) organizati on that supports and 
advances learning for all Rochester Community School District students by 
obtaining contributi ons for academics, arts and athleti cs. To learn how you 
can get involved, call 248-726-3190 or go to: rcs-foundati on.org. #RCSFcares 

$68K

$96K

$90K

$55K

$15K

$15K

$3K
To learn more about the RCS 
strategic plan, scan the QR code 
or visit the district website at 
ww.rochester.k12.mi.us.

Strategic Planning 2024-29Strategic Planning 2024-29
Rochester Community Schools will conti nue to develop, support, 

enhance and drive forward educati onal excellence through 
fi ve vision areas: learning, teaching, leadership, professional 

development and community engagement.

Year 1 strategic plan highlightsYear 1 strategic plan highlights

Hometown Hustle 5K celebrates 20 yearsHometown Hustle 5K celebrates 20 years
All RCS schools benefi t from the community’s supportAll RCS schools benefi t from the community’s support
The Rochester Community 
Schools Foundati on is 
celebrati ng the 20th annual 
Hometown Hustle 5K and 
Color Run on Sept. 20, 2025. 
This beloved, family-friendly 
traditi on benefi ts all RCS 
students. Parti cipants can 

choose a ti med 5K route and/or 
a more casual 1-mile color run/
walk, both beginning at the site 
of our generous sponsor, Chief 
Financial Credit Union, 
in downtown Rochester. 
To learn more, visit: 
www.rcs-foundati on.org.

LEARNINGLEARNING
• Structured literacy
• Diff erenti ated learning 

strategies
• Responsive teaching 

practi ces
• Student-to-teacher 

feedback

LEADERSHIPLEADERSHIP
• Districtwide collaborati ve 

inquiry
• Shared mission and vision
• Comprehensive recruitment 

and retenti on
• Meaningful professional 

development

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENTENGAGEMENT
• Two-way communicati on 

and stakeholder feedback
• School transiti on support
• District website updates 

and enhancements

PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENTDEVELOPMENT
• Systemic approach for 

initi ative roll-outs
• New teacher orientati on, 

training and mentoring 
programs

TEACHINGTEACHING
• Innovati ve educator networks
• Safe, secure environments
• Onboarding processes
• Technology audits & refresh
• Behavioral response support
• Foundati onal multi-tiered systems 

of support strategies
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August 
Tu Aug. 19 Teachers report  
W Aug. 20 Teacher work day 
  Full-day professional development districtwide 
Th Aug. 21 Teacher work day 
M Aug. 25 First day of school 
  Half day of school, grades TK-12 and ATPS 
Tu Aug. 26 Full day of school, grades 1-12 and ATPS 
  TK and kindergarten, student group A, 
  determined by building 
W Aug. 27 Full day of school, grades 1-12 and ATPS 
  TK and kindergarten, student group B, 
  determined by building 
Th Aug. 28 Full day of school, grades TK-12 and ATPS 
  Labor Day recess begins at end of day 

September 
Tu Sept. 2 Classes resume 
F Sept. 26 No school 
  Full-day professional development districtwide

October 
W Oct. 8 Aft er-school parent-teacher conferences,    
  grades 6-8 
Th Oct. 9 Aft er-school parent-teacher conferences,    
  grades 9-12 
M Oct. 13 No school 
W Oct. 15 Aft er-school parent-teacher conferences,    
  grades 9-12 
Th Oct. 16 Aft er-school parent-teacher conferences,    
  grades 6-8 
F Oct. 31 Half day of school, grades TK-12 and ATPS 
  End of fi rst quarter, grades 6-12 and ATPS  

November
M Nov. 3 No school 
  Records a.m., ECSE-ATPS 
  Asynchronous professional development, p.m. 
Tu Nov. 4 No school 
F Nov. 7 End of fi rst trimester, ECSE- grade 5 
M Nov. 10 Elementary parent-teacher conference 
  window opens  
Tu Nov. 25 Elementary parent-teacher conference 
  window closes  
W Nov. 26 No school 
  Fall conference compensatory ti me,    
  ECSE-grade 12 and ATPS 
Th Nov. 27 No school 
F Nov. 28 No school 

December 
M Dec. 1 Classes resume 
W Dec. 10 No school 
  Full-day professional development districtwide 
F Dec. 19 Winter holiday recess begins at end of day 

January
M        Jan. 5 Classes resume 
W Jan. 14 Half day of school, a.m., grades 6-12 and ATPS 
Th Jan. 15 Half day of school, a.m., grades 6-12 and ATPS 
F Jan. 16 Half day of school, a.m., grades TK-12 and ATPS 
  End of second quarter/fi rst semester, grades 6-12   
  and ATPS 
M Jan. 19 No school

February
F Feb. 6 No school 
  Full-day professional development districtwide 
F Feb. 13 Midwinter recess begins at end of day, 
  ECSE-grade 12 and ATPS 
W Feb. 18 Classes resume 
W Feb. 25 Aft er-school parent-teacher conferences,    
  grades 6-8 
Th Feb. 26 Aft er-school parent-teacher conferences,    
  grades 9-12 

March
F March 6 Half day of school, a.m., ECSE-grade 5 
  Teacher records, p.m. 
  End of second trimester, ECSE-grade 5 
M March 9 Elementary parent-teacher conference 
  window opens 
Tu March 24 Elementary parent-teacher conference    
  window closes 
F March 27 Spring recess begins at end of the day, 
  ECSE-grade 12 and ATPS 

April 
M April 6 Classes resume 
W-Th April 8-9 PSAT/SAT/WorkKeys testi ng – tentati ve, 
  subject to change 
F April 10 Half day of school, a.m., ECSE-grade 12 and ATPS 
  Teacher records p.m., grades 6-12 and ATPS 
  Spring conference compensatory ti me, p.m., 
  ECSE-grade 5 
  End of third quarter, grades 6-12 and ATPS 
Tu April 21 No school 
  Full-day professional development districtwide 

May
M-Tu May 18-19 Senior exams 
Tu May 19 Last day for seniors 
F May 22 No school 
M May 25 No school 
Tu May 26 Classes resume 

June 
M June 8  Half day of school, a.m., grades 6-12 and ATPS 
  teacher records, p.m. 
Tu June 9 Half day of school, a.m., grades 6-12 and ATPS 
  teacher records, p.m. 

W June 10 Half day of school, a.m. 
  End of fourth quarter/second semester, grades 
  6-12 and ATPS 
  End of third trimester, ECSE-grade 5 
  End of school year

Calendar-specifi c notati ons 
Early Childhood Special Educati on (ECSE) and Adult Transiti on Program and 
Services (ATPS) will follow the calendar of their similar grad-level cohorts.

Acronym Key
 AM Morning
 PM Aft ernoon
 ATPS Adult Transiti on Program and Services
 ECSE Early Childhood Special Educati on
 TK Transiti onal Kindergarten


