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George Washington Carver said, “Education is the key to unlock the golden door of 

freedom.” With an education, a person has more options in life. Without an education, a person’s 

options in life are limited. This truth is revealed in the memoir The Other Wes Moore, by Wes 

Moore. Wes Moore pursued his education which opened doors for him, leading to successful 

careers. Despite facing numerous challenges growing up, his education created a great pathway 

for his future. His education rewarded him with a great future, showing the importance of 

education. To have a good future, someone must take their education seriously.  

One example that supports my argument that to have a good future a person must take 

their education seriously is when Wes realized that he needed to be known by schools for his 

academics, and not only his basketball skills. The text says, “I realized that I had to make sure 

these schools knew my name regardless of what I did on the ninety feet of hardwood that had 

brought me to their attention. Just as military school had slowly grown on me, so had academic 

life. I actually like reading now.” (p.130) This supports the argument that to have a good future 

someone must take their education seriously because Wes realized that he needed to be known by 

not just his basketball skills, but because of his academic success and his potential to shape a 

good future for himself. This is why to have a good future someone must take their education 

seriously. 

  A second example that supports my argument that to have a good future a person must 

take their education seriously is when Wes figured out the person who he wanted to become. The 

text says, “As I started to think seriously about how I could become the person I wanted to be. I 

looked around at some of the people who’d had the biggest impact on my life. A side from 

family and friends the men I most trusted all had something in common they all wore the 



uniform of the United States of America.” (p.132) This supports my argument that to have a 

good future someone must take their education seriously because Wes’s realization about the 

common characteristic of the men he admired in the military, was the person he wanted to 

become. Wes viewed the military as a place where he could pursue his education and create a 

great pathway for his future. This is why to have a good future someone must take their 

education seriously. 

A third example that supports my argument that to have a good future one must take their 

education seriously is when Wes figured out which school he wanted to attend to get his 

associate degree and to become a lieutenant in the army. The text says, “I wanted to stay at 

Valley Forge and attend its junior college, which would allow me to go through the early 

commissioning process, receive my associate degree, and become a second lieutenant in the 

army. I wanted to lead soldiers.” (p.133) This supports the argument that to have a good future 

someone must take their education seriously, because Wes took charge of his education which 

gave him a direct pathway to achieving his career goal of being a lieutenant in the army, to lead 

soldiers. This is why to have a good future someone must take their education seriously. 

A fourth example that supports my argument that to have a good future a person must 

take their education seriously is when Wes was selected to be the regimental commander for the 

70th Corps of Cadets at Valley Forge. The text says, “A week before I boarded the most 

memorable plane ride of my life, Valley Forge had selected me to be the regimental commander 

for the 70th Corps of Cadets. This meant that I would be the highest-ranking cadet in the entire 

corps of over seven hundred people. I would be responsible for their training, health, welfare, 

morale and success.” (p.134) This supports the argument that to have a good future someone 

must take their education seriously because Wes took advantage of the military to learn how to 



lead others. This was key as he advanced in his career, now serving as Maryland’s first black 

governor. This is why to have a good future someone must take their education seriously. 

In conclusion, the memoir showed that to have a good future someone must take their 

education seriously. Wes Moore took his education seriously and is now the first black governor 

of Maryland. To have a good future, someone must take their education seriously. 

  

  


