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 George Washington Carver said, “Education is the key to unlock the golden door of 

freedom.” With an education, a person has more options in life. This truth is revealed in the memoir 

The Other Wes Moore, by Wes Moore, through the life of the other Wes Moore. The other Wes 

Moore’s lack of education limited his options in life, and this eventually cost him his freedom. He 

is now serving the rest of his life in prison without the possibility of parole. He could not support 

his family with $9.00 per hour jobs, the only kind he could get without a high school diploma, he 

went to the streets thinking he could have a better chance of getting money, but it did not end up 

how he wanted it. This is why getting a good education is important. 

One example that supports my claim that education is important is when the other Wes 

Moore’s strict aunt Nicey took him in and told him that he either get a job or go to school, one of 

the two, but not doing either was not an option. The text says, ‘Nicey was strict and made it clear 

from the day Wes moved in who was in charge: “You need to either get a job or go to school, one 

of the two, but neither is not an option.” (p.110) This supports my argument that having an 

education is important because if someone does not have a job, they can’t support themselves or 

their family. The other Wes Moore did not have his own place, so he went to stay with his strict 

aunt Nicey who tried to give him direction in life, but he did not listen to her. This is why getting 

an education is important. 

Another example that supports my claim that education is important is when the other Wes 

Moore was in school, he was behind and teachers were already dealing with overcrowded 

classrooms, they did not have the time to teach Wes the basics that he missed and when his first 



child was born, Wes just stopped going. The text says, “Teachers already dealing with overcrowded 

classrooms didn’t have the time to teach Wes the basics he’d missed. Wes’s attendance became 

sporadic, and once his first child was born, he just stopped going.” (p.110) This supports my 

argument that having an education is important because without at least a high school diploma, 

Wes could not even qualify for an entry level job to support his kid. Having an education is 

important because if someone doesn’t have an education, they can’t get a decent job or have better 

opportunities in life. This is why getting an education is important. 

A third example that supports my claim that education is important is when the other Wes 

Moore had no job, no high school diploma, and a criminal record. Wes found it almost impossible 

to find a job to support his growing family. The text says, “Not surprising, without a high school 

diploma or job training and with a criminal record – Wes found it almost impossible to find a job 

to support his growing family.” (p. 110) This supports my argument that having an education is 

important because not only did the other Wes Moore not have a high school diploma, but he had a 

criminal record making it hard for him to get a good paying job. This is why getting an education 

is important. 

The last example that supports my claim that education is important is when the other Wes 

Moore got a job at a Job Corps Center and was doing carpentry, but it only paid $9.00 an hour. The 

text says, “He enjoyed building but was now motivated to learn true skills. After the mandatory 

training sessions on the use of the equipment and safety precautions.  The teacher told the class he 

wanted them to create something on their own. The teacher made Wes laugh-he was thin and 

balding, and full of jokes-but Wes appreciated his skill and his commitment to this group of young 

men about whom nobody else seemed to care.” (p.142) This supports my claim that having an 

education is important because if someone does not have an education, they can’t get a job. The 

other Wes Moore got a job at a Job Corps Center. He liked carpentry, but it only paid $9.00 an hour 



when he was used to making $4,000 a day on the streets. This is why getting an education is 

important because if Wes had gotten an education he would not have to turn to the streets. 

In conclusion, getting a good education is important. The other Wes Moore dropped out of 

high school, and he struggled to get a decent job. If the other Wes Moore had listened to his aunt, 

and stayed in school, he would not be where he is today. He is serving a life sentence for killing 

an off-duty officer. This is why getting an education is important because if the other Wes Moore 

had taken education seriously, he would not have had to live a life of crime. 

 

 


