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         Studies suggest that we make 35,00 decisions a day. According to Psychology Today, 

“...that makes roughly 2,000 decisions per hour or one decision every two seconds.” Each Wes 

Moore made decisions that determined his path in life. This is shown in the memoir The Other 

Wes Moore by Wes Moore. The other Wes Moore made poor decisions and is now dealing with 

the consequences of them. 

 One example that shows how poor decisions have negative consequences is when the 

other Wes Moore decided to get revenge on Ray for beating him up. The text says, “Not only 

that but the entire neighborhood seemed to be awake now, so they ran back to their homes, 

hoping to avoid identification. Adrenaline was rushing through Wes’s body, followed quickly by 

fear, but no regret. Ray was a fool for stepping to him like that; he’d started something that Wes 

had no choice but to finish.” (pg.105) This supports my argument that poor decisions have 

negative consequences because shortly after the shooting, the other Wes Moore was arrested in 

his own home. Screaming for his mother, his mother looked at him while he got put in the back 

of a police cruiser, but by then she couldn’t do anything to help him. This shows how poor 

decisions have negative consequences. 

Another detail that supports the claim that poor decisions have negative consequences is 

when the other Wes Moore’s brother Tony, started getting upset and beating him because he was 

lying about where he got the money to buy the new sneakers and clothes that he was wearing. 

The text says, “Wes’s eyebrows arched up and his voice rose, his best play at sincerity. I told 



you, man, I made this money DJing! He repeated, almost convincing himself that it was the truth. 

Tony closed his eyes and asked again, pounding out every word. Wes. Where. Did. You. Get. 

The. Money? I made the money D- before Wes could even finish his sentence, Tony cocked back 

his arm and punched him dead in the face.” (pg.70) This supports my argument that certain 

decisions have negative consequences because the other Wes Moore decided to lie repeatedly 

about the source of his income. He was getting beat by his brother Tony for lying about where he 

got the money even though Tony knew where he was getting it from. This caused Tony to get 

even more upset, unloading many blows on the other Wes Moore. This is another example of 

how poor decisions have negative consequences. 

A third detail that supports the claim that poor decisions have negative consequences is 

when the other Wes Moore’s mother was watching the news heartbroken, seeing her two sons 

that had committed an unforgiveable crime. The text says, “Mary was riveted as she listened to 

the reporter’s dry voice. It was an audacious crime, a troubling sign of the violence that felt like 

it was closing in on her no matter how far she moved away from the center of the city. Her phone 

started to ring. Again, she ignored it. Then the reporter described the final two suspects. the 

reporter warned those watching that they should be assumed to be armed and very dangerous. 

Mary’s large-screen television was now filled with photos if these suspects. Her heart broke 

when she saw Tony’s and Wes’s faces staring back at her.” (pg.149) This supports my argument 

that poor decisions have negative consequences because when Tony and the other Wes Moore 

robbed the jewelry store it was reported on the news. Since their mother saw this, she was left 

heartbroken seeing her sons and what they did. This shows how poor decisions have negative 

consequences because not only did they hurt them, it also hurt their mother, and the family of the  

off-duty police officer killed in the jewelry store robbery he committed just to make money, 



when he should’ve been working, not stealing. This is how poor decisions have negative 

consequences. 

The last detail that supports the claim that poor decisions have negative consequences is 

when the other Wes Moore and his brother fled to hideout at their uncle’s house after the jewelry 

store robbery. He then saw that his brother was face down getting arrested. The text says, “His 

uncle was always telling them to close the door behind them to keep cold air outside and the 

warm air inside. When Wes didn’t hear the door close behind Tony, he took one final bite and ran 

down the stairs to slam it shut. As Wes hit the final stair, he looked up and saw his brother lying 

face down on the floor, a police officer’s knee in his back, handcuffs being tightened around his 

wrists.” (pg.154) This supports my argument that poor decisions have negative consequences 

because the other Wes Moore and Tony’s decision were to rob the jewelry store, and the negative 

consequence was them getting arrested. This shows that poor decisions have negative 

consequences because they were later put on trial for murder of an officer, and robbery, and then 

sentenced to life in prison.  

In conclusion, the memoir showed that the decisions we make shape our path in life. The 

other Wes Moore decided to walk down the wrong path. He sold drugs, committed robberies, and 

was involved of a killing of an off-duty officer. Now he is serving a life sentence because of his 

decisions. Wes Moore took a better path in life and is now the first black governor of Maryland. 

This shows that the decisions we make shape our path in life.  


