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NYS SEAL OF BILITERACY
THE WHAT, WHY, AND HOW
OF THE PROCESS




This iInformational share is designed for
the district that does not currently offer
the NYS Seal of Biliteracy, and may be
considering to begin the process, or
wants to know more information about it
betore they make a decision.
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AGENDA

* Who is here and what do we know?e

 What is the NYS Seal of Biliteracy
(NYSSB) 2

* Why strive for biliteracy?

» Supporting Multilingualism with the
Seal of Biliteracy

* Who can earn the NYSSB?

« Requirements to aftaining the Seal
of Biliteracy

* Next steps




ABOUT ME:

Kimberly Hart khart@esboces.org

« Staff Developer/Shared Dato
Expert

« School Data Bank Services,
Educational Support Services,
Eastern Suffolk BOCES



mailto:khart@esboces.org

ABOUT
YOU:

PLEASE INTRODUCE
YOURSELF IN THE CHAT:

e YOUr name
* YOUr role
e Your district
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How much do you know about the
NYS Seal of Biliteracy?

® Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



D
WHAT IS THE SEAL OF BILITERACY?

= | The Seal of Biliteracy is an award
5 WL, MalW-5 that recognizes students who have
e /AT e studied and attained proficiency
e teas N two or more world languages
2021 NYsseaof  (ONe of which must be English) by

Biliteracy

eroaates iom NI school graduation.
Bay Shore HS




Let’s start with
the “why?”




READINESS MEASURES

The NYS Seal of Biliteracy
carries the highest weight
on a school’s “Readiness
Measures,” ESSA
Accountabillity score, on
oar with the NYS Regents
Diploma with Advanced
Designation, Advanced
Placement (AP) and
nternational
Baccalaureate (IB) exams.




STUDENTS ARE PROVIDED WITH:

* An official Seal on their
diploma;

* 0 notation in the program
for their graduation
ceremony;

0 medallion to wear at
graduation;

2023 I graduate from ¢ Oﬂd a CeI’TIfICOTe

Brentwood UFSD




=“WHY OFFER THE NYSSB2

*To encourage the study of languages

*TO provi

recogn
for attai
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*To provide employers with a method of
identifying people with language skills



=“WHY OFFER THE NYSSB2

*TO prepare students with 21st century skills
To recognize the value of language

diversi

TO hor

Y
or the multiple cultures and

languages In a community
*The NYSSB positively contribufes fo the

district’

s College, Career & Civic

Readiness accountabillity score for ESSA



THE SEAL AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL

» Currently, all 50 states plus
the District of Columbia offer
a State Seal of Biliteracy.

* As of January 30, 2024,
South Dakota was the last
state to offer the Seal.

* New York was second only
to California to adopt this
program.

The Seal of Biliteracy



https://sealofbiliteracy.org/

NYS SEAL OF BILITERACY STATISTICS

*|In the 2023-2024 school year 499 schools
offered the NYS Seal of Biliteracy. An increase
from 428 schools in the 2022-2023 school year.

« And 36 schools/districts offered the NYS Seal of
Biliteracy in Suffolk County |ast year.



E 2023-2024 STATISTICS - NYS

¢ 499 schools offered the NYSSB

¢ 10,591 students earned the NYSSB statewide

 Less than 3% of NYS high school graduates earned
the Sedl

« 2,874 Current and Former ELLs earned the NYSSB
« 66% females / 33.8% males / 0.2% non-binary



2023-2024 STATISTICS - NYS
« 328 students earned the Seal in 2 languages in
addition to English (117 from LI

« 17 students earned the Seal in 3 languages in
addition to English (4 from LlI)

» 3 students earned the Seal in 4 languages in
addition to English

| student earned the Seal in 5§ languages in addifion
to English

» Students earned the NYSSB in 81 different languages



Supporting
Multilingualism
with the Seal of
Biliteracy



A multilingual and multiliterate population has
the potential to enhance academic achievement,
advance intercultural competences, boost
economic competitiveness, improve intergroup
relations, strengthen national security, and
leverage inequities in society.

\/ The ever-increasing global and international
i

interconnectedness calls for schools to offer
extended language and academic opportunities
for students to, at the very minimum, become
biliterate and bicultural. Proficiency in more than
one language benefits individuals and society alike.

Sonia Soltero, 2016
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NYSE

D BLUEPRINT FOR ELL SUCCESS

» Districts and schools recognize that bilingualism and
biliteracy are assets and provide opportunities for all
students to earn a Seal of Biliteracy upon obtaining a high
school diploma by providing all students with:

» Opportunities to participate in language learning or
language support programs that lead to proficiency in
English and other languages.

« Opportunities 1o use and develop academic language and
content knowledge both in English and Languages Other
Than English, including the student’s home language.
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NYSE

D BLUEPRINT FOR ELL SUCCESS

 Rigorous Bilingual Education programs for ELLs/MLLs aimed
at maintaining and developing the home language and
attaining English proficiency as well as biliteracy.

« Alternate pathways for those whose home language is low
Incidence and, consequently, the district does not have
enough students who speak the same language to form a
bilingual education program.



D CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE-
SUSTAINING MINDSETS

« Believing that students and their families are individuals with
their own assets, knowledge, and abilities who should be
valued and consulted.

» Student and community assets should be sustained and
leveraged for academic achievement.

« Consider students as co-designers of curriculum and drivers
of instruction (Jenkins & Healey, 2009)

 Embed community input into curriculum to reflect diversity
of the local and global community.



MORE LANGUAGES=MORE OPPORTUNITY=MORE SENSE

The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL) and its Lead with Languages
campaign, conducted a survey of 1,200 U.S. employers,
and the resulting 2019 report, Making Languages Our
Business | Language Connects Foundation, indicates an
urgent and growing demand for language skills in the
rkplace.



https://www.languageconnectsfoundation.org/programs-initiatives/research/making-languages-our-business

WHO CAN EARN THE NYSSB?

» Students from any NYS school (public, charter, non-
public);

» Students who are graduating from high school with @
Regents Diploma; and

« Students who can demonstrate a high level of
proficiency in English and at least one other world
language. (This can be a language students speak
af home or a language they have learned/are
learning in or oufside of school.)



Requirements to
attaining the Seal of
Biliteracy




REQUIREMENTS TO EARN THE NYSSB

To earn the NYSSB, sfudents must demonstrate
Intermediate High proficiency in English and the
required level of proficiency in one or more
world l[anguages set forth by the NYS Learning
Standards for World Languages, adopted by
the NYS Board of Regents in March 2021.



REQUIREMENTS TO EARN THE NYSSB

« Students can earn points toward the NYSSB in a number of ways, including:

Completing coursework in English and/or a world language with an
average of 85% or better;

Completing a Home Language Arts Program with an average of 85% or
better;

Earning a set score on an approved assessment in English and/or a world
language;

Demonstrating successful completion of coursework from a nation
outside the U.S.; and

Completing and presenting a Culminating Project in English and/or a
world language that demonsirates the required level of proficiency in all
three modes of communication (Interpretive, Interpersonal, and
Presentational).



CRITERIA TO EARN THE NYSSB

* A. Students must complete all requirements for
graduating with a NYS Regents diploma; and

*B. In addition to the above minimum

requ

point
point

rement,
S from |
s from

stfudents must earn three (3)
he English criteria and three (3)

the World Language criteria.



CRITERIA TO EARN THE NYSSB

» Ensure students are on track to graduate with a minimum of a NYS
Regents Diploma by using:

« Student Management System (SMS)

 NYSED L2RPT
« SIRS 340 Graduation Requirements Summary Requirements
» Displays all exam requirements met

» SIRS 341Graduation Exam Requirement Details Report
« Displays all exam requirements met with score

« Exam data reflects the highest score for each exam, and the number
of fimes a student took an exam may be examined in the drill-down



CRITERIA TO EARN THE NYSSB

e hitps://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/programs/world-

laonguaages/criteria-to-earn-the-new-york-state-seal-of-biliteracy 0O.pdf
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CULMINATING PROJECTS,
PRESENTATIONS & RUBRICS

» Students may demonstrate the required level of proficiency for
the Seal in English and/or a world language by completing and
presenting a Culminating Project, which can take the form of
project, a scholarly essay, or a portfolio.

» The Culminating Project, when successfully completed and
presented, may earn the student 2 points for criterion 1E and/or
2E of the NYSSB.

 To satisty the Culminating Project criteria, a student must
demonstrate the required level of proficiency based on the
language in which the student is seeking the points.



CULMINATING PROJECTS,
PRESENTATIONS & RUBRICS

« Culminating Projects are presented by the student in the
language being assessed to a panel of at least two
qualified adult speakers of the language.

* Panelists may include classroom teachers, other faculty and
staff, and community members.

« Students present their projects and then the panel
Inferviews the students in the language being assessed.



PRESENTAT

* Projects are evaluated using a rubric 1

ONS & RUB

CULMINATING PROJECTS,

RICS

ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign

Languages) proficiency levels.

nat is aligned wit

h

* NYSED has created sample rubrics for each of the language
categories that schools may use to evaluate student work.



NEXT STEPS

Planning Stage Recruitment Stage Implesrpcegne’rohon Celebration Stage Reflection Stage

e Formation of a e |dentification of e Student *Ordering the Seal *Review data and
Seal of Biliteracy the qualified application and image (May) processes (June-
Committee (Aug- cohorts and plan scheduling an *Celebrating AuQ)

Sept) development adyvisor (Dec- students'

« Communication (Oct-Nov) Jan) achievement
of the program e Nofification to e Student (June)
(Sept-Oct) NYSED of intent Evaluation (Jan-

to establish the May)

NYSSB program
for the year (Nov-
Dec) (Due
December 1st)



Help your students stand
out from the crowd by
earning this distinction.
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How likely will you offer the NYS Seal of
Biliteracy program in your district/school?

® Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA


https://www.thebluediamondgallery.com/wooden-tile/q/questions.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

RESOURCES

* NYSSB Handbook hitps://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-
state-seal-biliteracy-nyssbo

« Candace Black in the Office of Bilingual Education and World
Languages candace.black@nysed.gov 518-473-75095)

 Criteria for Earning the NYSSB
hitps.//www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/criteria-for-nysso-2017-18.pdf

» Blueprint for English Language Learner Success (nysed.gov)

« NYSED Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Mindsets
hitps.//www.nysed.gov/crs



https://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/new-york-state-seal-biliteracy-nyssb
mailto:candace.black@nysed.gov
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/criteria-for-nyssb-2017-18.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/nys-blueprint-for-ell-success.pdf
https://www.nysed.gov/crs

Good luck with your
NYS Seal of Biliteracy
program!




https://survey.k12insight.com/r/PAbbGz



https://survey.k12insight.com/r/PAbbGz
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