
AP Spanish Literature and Culture Summer Assignment

APWorld Language classes are for highly-motivated studentswho want to challenge themselves with
college-level expectations during high school. Learning a language happens when students engage in
reading, writing, speaking and listening in the target language. Interacting with meaningful and
purposeful activities during the summer months will help students advance your linguistic and cultural
understanding. Assignments will be due the first week of September.

Components:

1. Create an account in AP College Board

• Duration: .5 hour

2. Read the AP Spanish Literature and Culture exam description

• Duration: .5 hour

3. Sign into Summer APWorld Language Site and prepare:

A. Presentational Speaking:

• Duration: 1 hour

B. Interpretive Reading: Literary Analysis

• Duration: 1.5 hour

4. Language / Vocabulary Review

Save all submissions until September for submission when you have received your
schedule/teacher



AP Literature Vocabulary Review

Introduction: On the AP Exam you will be expected to express yourself in the target language on a
variety on different topics. In order to do so, it is recommended that you brush up on some linguistic
aspects that you have learned during your many years of language education in order to put you at an
advantage when the school year begins in the fall.
The AP Spanish Literature and Culture course uses a thematic approach to introduce students to
representative texts (short stories, novels, poetry, plays, and essays) from Peninsular Spanish, Latin
American, and U. S. Hispanic literature. Students develop proficiencies across the three modes of
communication (interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational) in the range of Intermediate High to
Advanced Mid of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages’ (ACTFL) Proficiency
Guidelines. Through careful examination of the required readings and other texts, students work to hone
their critical reading and analytical writing skills. Literature is explored within the contexts of its time and
place, and students gain insights on the many voices, historical periods, and cultures represented in the
required readings and other texts. The course also includes a strong focus on cultural, artistic, and
linguistic connections and comparisons, which is supported by the exploration of various media (art,
music, film, articles, and literary criticism).

The literary terms used in AP Spanish Literature and Culture range from basic to advanced. The list of
terms provided contains a representative selection of terms used in AP classes and in college and
university courses including Introduction to Literary Analysis and survey courses of Peninsular and Latin
American literatures. This list is neither prescriptive nor exhaustive; teachers may supplement the list as
they wish for their instruction. The list of literary terms is intended to set a baseline expectation for the
terms students should be able to identify, explain, and apply in their study of the texts on the required
reading list. The terms are grouped in a general progression in ability to interpret and analyze literary
texts. Within each of the three groups, six categories are provided:

● General terms
● Terms that relate to narrative genres
● Terms that relate to poetic genres
● Terms that relate to dramatic genres
● Rhetorical figures
● Literary historical terms

When students are asked to engage in literary analysis, they should do so using the appropriate literary
terms. Consistent practice in identifying, explaining, and applying literary terms with corrective feedback
will develop students’ abilities to use these terms effectively



(Basic)
General: género, narrativa, poesía, drama, ensayo; ambiente, argumento, ficción, figura retórica, héroe,
imagen, lector, personaje, protagonista, público, suspenso, tema,
Narrativa: autor, narrador; cuento, novela; prosa
Poesía: poema, poeta, voz poética; verso, estrofa; ritmo, métrica; rima consonante, rima asonante
Drama: acto, escena, escenario; comedia, tragedia; diálogo, monólogo; teatro
Figuras retóricas:metáfora, símil; aliteración, hipérbole, onomatopeya, personificación

(Intermediate)
General: ambigüedad, analogía, antagonista, antihéroe, arquetipo, atmósfera, carpe diem, desenlace,
fábula, in medias res, ironía, memento mori, símbolo, tono, trama
Narrativa: crónica, flashback, fluir de conciencia, narrador omnisciente, narrador limitado o narrativa en
primera persona, prefiguración, punto de vista o perspectiva
Poesía: heptasílabo, octosílabo, endecasílabo, alejandrino; arte menor, arte mayor; encabalgamiento,
estribillo, lírica, poema épico, redondilla, romance, sinalefa, soneto, verso agudo, verso esdrújulo, verso
llano
Drama: acción dramática: exposición, nudo o clímax, desenlace; acotaciones, aparte, comedia del Siglo de
Oro, dramaturgo, teatro del absurdo
Figuras retóricas: anáfora, antítesis, apóstrofe, circunlocución o perífrasis, elipsis, enumeración,
eufemismo, gradación, hipérbaton Historia literaria: Barroco, Boom latinoamericano, literatura Colonial,
Edad Media (medieval), Generación del 98, libro de caballerías, Modernismo, Naturalismo, novela
picaresca, pícaro, Realismo, realismo mágico, Renacimiento, Romanticismo, Siglo de Oro
Historia literaria: Barroco, Boom latinoamericano, literatura Colonial, Edad Media (medieval),
Generación del 98, libro de caballerías, Modernismo, Naturalismo, novela picaresca, pícaro, Realismo,
realismo mágico, Renacimiento, Romanticismo, Siglo de Oro

(Advanced)
General: alegoría, apología, caricatura, cromatismo o simbolismo cromático, desdoblamiento, leitmotivo,
meta- (e.g., metaficción, metateatro), parodia, sátira
Narrativa: narrativa epistolar, narrador fidedigno, narrador no fidedigno, narrador testigo, narratario,
parábola
Poesía: diéresis, hiato, sinéresis; verso blanco o suelto, verso libre; cesura, hemistiquio; polifonía,
polimetría; silva
Drama: anagnórisis, catarsis, falla trágica, ironía dramática, pathos, tres unidades
Figuras retóricas: asíndeton, cacofonía, epíteto, metonimia, paradoja, polisíndeton, sinécdoque,
sinestesia, retruécano
Historia literaria: conceptismo, culteranismo, costumbrismo, existencialismo, Neoclasicismo,
Postmodernismo, surrealismo, vanguardia

What you will need to do?
1. Read all the vocabulary terms of each category.



2. Define each vocabulary term using RAE (Diccionario de la Real Academia de la Lengua)
https://dle.rae.es/

https://dle.rae.es/


Interpretive Reading

Instructions: The AP Spanish Literature and Culture course uses a thematic approach to

introduce students to representative texts (short stories, novels, poetry, plays, and essays)
from Peninsular Spanish, Latin American, and U. S. Hispanic literature. Students will
develop their critical reading and analytical writing skills.
Literature is explored within the contexts of its time and place, and students gain insights
on the many voices, historical periods, and cultures represented in the required readings
and other texts.
To connect with a literary text, students need to know what influenced the creation of the
literary work. Knowing these influences will highlight the cultural elements of the text and
spark analysis. Students should have the opportunity to become familiar with the historical
events occuring at the time the text was written. Knowing biographical facts about the
author can also explain characters or events in the texts. Students should also become
familiar with the sociocultural and geopolitical elements of the texts. To be able to do this,
you will explore the Themes through research.
Themes:

1. La Época Medieval
2. El Siglo XVI
3. El Siglo XVII
4. La Literatura Romántica, Realista y Naturalista
5. La Generación del 98 y el Modernismo
6. Teatro y Poesía del Siglo XX
7. El Boom Latinoamericano
8. Escritores Contemporáneos de Estados Unidos y España

What you will need to do?
1. Read the list of Themes
2. Research the historical and sociocultural component of each theme
3. Write a summary for each theme in the target language.
4. Choose one Hispanic author and write an essay explaining why you would like to

learn more about him/her.





Presentational Speaking Assignment

Instructions: You will make an oral presentation (VIDEO) of two-three minutes in

duration. You will select the following prompt as your topic:

Explain how historical, sociocultural, or geopolitical contexts reflect or challenge
contemporary global issues.
In your presentation, you will use your research to help you organize your ideas. You

should give specific examples. Do not forget to compare your own community to the

Hispanic speaking-world. You should also organize your presentation clearly:

Introduction, middle part, and Conclusion.

At the beginning of the presentation explain WHY you want to take the AP Spanish

Literature and Language course.

Tips:
Examples cited are specific (i.e. not merely cultural stereotypes or generic statements),

relevant to the topic, and elaborate.
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