
 

 

 
TO:  Brian Waterman, Superintendent 

Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Jen Tyrrell 
 
DATE:  June 6, 2025  
 
RE:  2024-25 End of Year Report  
 
 
It is my pleasure to share the 2024-25 End of Year Report as we close a successful 2024-25 school year.   
Our LTHS students excelled in the classroom, within extra-curricular activities, and within interscholastic 
athletics throughout the school year.  The following report provides various highlights and celebrations from 
the 2024-25 school year.  The accomplishments of our students are significant.  
 
 
 

 
 

 



On Wednesday, May 28, 2025 Lyons Township High School hosted the Class of 2025 Commencement 
Ceremony, thus concluding a successful 2024-25 school year.  The students of LTHS excelled in the classroom, 
within extra-curricular activities, and within interscholastic athletics throughout the school year.  The following 
information provides various highlights and celebrations from the 2024-25 school year. 

Academics 

Based on the scholarships and awards submitted to us by May 2nd, the class of 2025 reported that its students 
will utilize 22 million 477 thousand dollars toward its future education goals.  

In addition, LTHS students were awarded the following: 

● Twenty Five (25) National Merit Commended Students 
● Eight (8) were named Semi-finalists and all eight (8) were named Finalists 
● Twenty Eight (28) seniors were named National Hispanic Recognition Scholars. 
● Seven (7) seniors were named National African American Recognition Scholars. 
● Seventeen (17) were named National First Generation Recognition Scholars. 
● Ninety Eight (98) qualified as “High Honor Status” 
● One Hundred Ninety One (191) achieved the status of Illinois State Scholar 
● 96% of the students in the Class of 2025 will continue post-high school education at two and four year 

colleges, technical schools, apprenticeships, transition programs or the military. 

Student Activities  

This year’s reporting finds that 84.2% of LT students participated in at least one extracurricular activity (sport, 
club, or intramural), with 64.9% participating in two or more. Also, 90.6% of students experienced at least one 
element of our co-curricular program (athletics, intramurals, clubs, or special events). 

LT again hosted the Illinois Directors of Student Activities Student Leadership Workshop on October 25, 2024, 
welcoming 828 students and 63 sponsors from 58 schools to South Campus. The Workshop will return to LT in 
2025. 

Three sponsors were recognized at the 2025 IDSA State Convention for Student Activities: Julie Riederer (New 
Student Activity Advisor), Jeremy Vrtis (Student Activity Advisor), and Paul Godinho (Career Achievement). 

Battle of the Books: Hosted its third annual competition, finishing second to Evergreen Park High School by a 
single point. 

BPA: Twelve students qualified for the BPA National Leadership Conference in Orlando, Florida, with eight 
choosing to compete. Of those, two finished in the top ten of their three events, with two additional events 
finishing eleventh. Additionally, six of those students earned 14 technical certifications at the conference. 

Chess Team: The team finished 4-3 at State, tying for 31st (39th after tiebreakers). At the U.S. Chess 
Federation SuperNationals VIII, the team brought home three team trophies and eight individual medals, 
highlighted by four Top Three awards, and three more Top Ten finishes. 



Congressional Debate: The team earned one top three finish and 30 individual awards, highlighted by two All-
State recognitions. They also hosted 420 students at the ICDA 4 event in December. Finally, Elle St. Arnaud 
qualified for the National Tournament of Champions in Lexington, Kentucky, for the second time, advancing to 
the semifinal round. 

Cyber Defense Club: The club fielded four CyberPatriot teams this year, three in the Platinum (top) Tier and 
one in Gold. The Gold Team placed 19th and the Platinum teams finished 3rd, 5th, and 8th in the state round 
of the national CyberPatriot competition, with the top team qualifying for the National Semifinals. The team 
also competed in two College of DuPage Cyber Fire Challenges, winning the spring competition and finishing 
ahead of all college teams in the fall. Finally, the team conducted an outreach program at Bethlehem Woods, 
discussing various cybersecurity issues and threats with residents. 

D & D Club: In addition to hosting the annual Lyon Con event, the club participated in Evanston Township High 
School’s D & D Mega-Session in March. 

eSports Team: The Mario Kart Team finished second at their IHSA Sectional and advanced to the IHSA State 
Series. One team member also qualified for the Super Smash Brothers competition, finishing 4th in State. 

Eurythmics: Sold out all three performances of this year’s dance concert, Limitless, and was selected to host 
hundreds of dancers at the annual Illinois High School Dance Festival. 

Fashion Club: Coordinated several fashion-based philanthropy events, including making blankets for Project 
Linus, designing shoes for Soles4Souls, and participating in a styling challenge at The Hope Chest. 

FCCLA: Three students qualified for the State Proficiency Events, with two finishing in the Top Ten of their 
events. 

Foosball Club: One of LT’s newest clubs received the donation of two T-3000 Foosball tables for The Corral 
(valued at $3,000 each) from Foosball Clubs USA. 

GEMS: Welcomed 37 middle school students to their annual Introduce a Girl to STEM Day on Saturday, March 
15. 

Interact: Dropped off handmade thank-you cards, sweets, and donuts at the La Grange Police and Fire 
Departments. Interact also partnered with Pollinator Club to add new plantings and to harvest and distribute 
seeds to community members. 

The Lion Newspaper: At the 2024 Northern Illinois Scholastic Press Association (NISPA) Journalism Awards, the 
newspaper earned a “Gold Medal” distinction, with its website earning a “Silver Medal”. Additionally, ten 
students were recognized for their work, winning three Blue Ribbons and five Honorable Mentions. 

Lions Den: Returned as a 3A/4A finalist to the IHSA Student Section Showdown. 

LTTV: The channel was nominated for a Chicago/Midwest Emmy National Student Production Award for Live 
Event Sports for “The Last Shot”. At the 32nd Annual Midwest Media Educators Association Video Festival, 



students earned two Firsts, four Seconds, two Thirds, a Fourth, and two Fifth Place awards, and won a Crystal 
Pillar award for “The Last Shot”. 

Math Team: Had their strongest year in some time, finishing 3rd in the WSML Conference championship (two 
wins and 11 top-three finishes). At ICTM State, the team finished 13th, with top-ten finishes in four events. 

Menagerie: LT’s literary and art magazine celebrated its 50th edition, Turn It Up, on Tuesday, May 13. Over 
the course of its history, Menagerie has published, at a minimum, 2,744 pages, featuring 1,132 poems, 544 
stories, 13 plays, and 2,052 pieces of art. 
The 2024 edition, As If!, received the following awards during the 2024-25 school year: 

● "First Place" - American Scholastic Press Association 
● "All-American with Five Marks of Distinction" - National Scholastic Press Association 
● "Best in Show - 4th Place" - JEA/NSPA - Spring National High School Journalism Convention 
● "Best in Show - 8th Place" - JEA/NSPA - Fall National High School Journalism Convention 
● "First Class" - National Council of Teachers of English, REALM 

Model UN: In seven conferences this year, LTMUN earned three Best and three Outstanding Delegation 
awards. Students brought home 39 individual awards, including 11 Best Delegate, 12 Outstanding Delegate, 14 
Honorable Mentions, and 2 Verbal Commendations. They also hosted the eleventh annual LYMUN 
Conference. 

Music: 
● The LT Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Lab Band, Jazz Band, and three Jazz Combos performed at the Evanston 

Jazz Festival. 
● For the tenth time in the history of LT, the LT Wind Ensemble was selected as an Illinois SuperState 

Band Finalist (state finals for band in Illinois). 
● Including marching band, concert bands, jazz bands, and pit orchestra students gave over 50 

performances for school and community audiences this school year. 

Older Adult Connections: Collaborated with Plymouth Place and Bethlehem Woods on six events throughout 
the school year, including game nights, a bean bag tournament, and holiday gatherings. They also co-hosted 
(with Student Council) the annual Senior Citizens Prom in the North Campus Cafeteria. 

Pollinator Garden: The group planted 2,000 spring bulbs on the east side of North Campus before expanding 
to the north side of the building. They were also active in the community, creating a display for the Barnsdale 
Science Fair Arbor Day event, helping to establish the Western Springs Pollinator Corners, planting a native 
garden in La Grange Park, and participating in the La Grange Native Plant walk on July 27. 

Poms: Varsity finished 2nd at the WSC Conference Championship, won their IHSA Sectional, and finished 7th 
at the IHSA State Series (the second straight year that they have advanced to Day Two and the eighth straight 
year that they have qualified for State). 
The JV team won the JV Poms State Championship and the WSC Conference Championships.  At the IDTA State 
Competition, JV earned two awards: State Champions in Lyrical/Contemporary and 4th Place in Jazz. 



PSI: Hosted approximately 1,500 students at their various events, including a “Meet & Eat” events with SAVE 
Promise Club, Student-Administrator Forums at each campus, Final Exam Study Breaks each semester, and 
their annual PEP (Peers Educating Peers) Fair at South Campus in the spring. 

Robotics Team: Three teams qualified for the Illinois V5RC State Championships, Team 23880C (CHROME) 
won the Illinois State Think Award and Skills Championship, which qualified them to compete at the VEX 
World Championships in Dallas, Texas. 

Scholastic Bowl: The Team had their most successful season in recent memory, highlighted by a conference 
championship (featuring a win over conference powerhouse, Hinsdale Central) and a second-place finish at 
Regionals. 

Science Olympiad: Finished fourth at Regionals and qualified for the Illinois Science Olympiad State 
Competition. 

Snowball: Thirty-three Staff & Theatre members welcomed 172 students to the three-day fall retreat in early 
November, with an additional 182 taking part in early March’s two-day retreat. 

Speech Team: Three top-six tournament finishes as a team this year, highlighted by a 3rd-place finish at 
Regionals. The team earned 36 individual top-five awards during the season, including eight top-four finishes 
at Regionals. All eight advanced to Sectionals, with two qualifying for State. At State, London Muscolino 
finished 3rd in Dramatic Interpretation. Five students continued their seasons at the National Speech and 
Debate Illini District Qualifier, with London qualifying for the National Speech & Debate Tournament in June. 

Steppers: The team earned four Top 4 finishes this season, and competed at the Spring Showdown Step 
Invitational at Elizabeth City State University in North Carolina. The team was also invited to perform at the 
Hope Church of La Grange Highlands in December, at Lincoln Middle School’s Black History Month Assembly, 
and at Park Junior High’s Women’s History Month Assembly. 

Student Council: Planned the Homecoming Dance and the All-School Assembly. Also took part in a number of 
philanthropic endeavors, including: 

● The 2025 Mr. LT Pageant raised $3,855.13 for the Jack Kunkle Memorial Scholarship. 
● Hosted two community blood drives. Over 150 students, staff, and community members donated 

approximately 132 “blood products”, providing treatment for almost 400 patients. At its inaugural 
"Beacon of Hope" Award Gala on November 21, 2024, Versiti Blood Center of Illinois honored LT for 
saving the most lives among its school partners. 

● This year’s Secret Santa program supported 125 area families in collaboration with the La Grange 
Rotary Club. 

● Partnered with Older Adult Connections on the annual Senior Citizens Prom, hosting dozens of area 
seniors for an afternoon of music, dancing, and light refreshments in the North Campus Cafeteria. 

Tabulae: The 2023-24 edition of the yearbook, Found in the Details, earned the following awards: 
● "First Place" - American Scholastic Press Association 
● "Best Theme Continuity" - American Scholastic Press Association 
● "All-KEMPA" - Kettle Moraine Press Association 



● "First Class" - National Scholastic Press Association 
● "Golden Eagle" - Northern Illinois Scholastic Press Association 
● Individual Awards: Four Superior, three Excellent, and eight Honorable Mentions. 

Theatre Board: In addition to producing six shows this year, Theatre Board introduced a new quarterly activity 
for members, gathering to watch recordings of various professional musicals. 

Winter Guard: Brought home six First Place team finishes and three individual Firsts at this year’s 
competitions. One student finished in the Top 15 at the IDTA State Finals. 

WLTL: At the annual John Drury Radio Awards, WLTL brought home nine awards, including three 1st Place 
finishes. Additionally, sponsor Chris Thomas was recognized as the 2024 Advisor of the Year. Additionally, the 
annual Rock-a-Thon event raised over $27,000 for WLTL and LTTV. 

Interscholastic Athletics 

 Fall 

Girls Swimming and Diving – WSC Champions, IHSA Sectional Champions, 5th Place Finish in the IHSA State 
Meet 

Football – Undefeated Regular Season, WSC Champions, Elite Eight Finish 

Flag Football – Inaugural Season, IHSA Regional Champions, Finished the season ranked 23rd in State 

Boys Soccer – IHSA Regional Champions 

Boys Cross Country – IHSA Regional Champions, 7th Place Finish in the IHSA State 

Boys Golf – WSC Champions, IHSA Regional Champions 

 Winter 

Girls Basketball – West Suburban Conference Champions, IHSA Regional Champions, Finished the Season 
Ranked 7th in the State 

Boys Swimming – 2nd Place IHSA Sectional Finish, Finished in 11th Place as a Team at IHSA State 

Competitive Cheer – WSC Champions, Qualified for State as a Team, Finished in 10th Place in IHSA State 

Pom Pon – Qualified for State as a Team, Finished in 7th Place in IHSA State 

Spring 

Boys Gymnastics – 9th Place Finish in the State Tournament 

Boys Water Polo – 2nd Place finish in the IHSA Sectional 



Girls Water Polo – IHSA Sectional Champions, IHSA State 2nd Place Trophy 

Boys Track – 2nd Place finish in the IHSA Sectional 

Baseball – 2nd Place in the West Suburban Conference 

Boys Lacrosse – IHSA Sectional Champions, Elite Eight Finish 

Boys Tennis – 2nd Place Finish in the IHSA Sectional, Finished in 22nd place in the IHSA State Tournament 

Girls Soccer –  IHSA Regional Champions 

Boys Volleyball – IHSA Regional Champions 
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