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About the Book

Fahrenheit 451 is a dystopian novel set in a future where books are banned and “firemen” burn any that are
found. The story follows Guy Montag, a fireman who begins to question his society’s anti-intellectualism
and suppression of free thought. Ray Bradbury’s classic novel is a powerful commentary on censorship,
conformity, and the importance of independent thinking.

Educational Value
This novel supports key literacy and social-emotional learning goals:
e (ritical Thinking: The book promotes reflection on censorship, media, and intellectual freedom.
o Civic Awareness: Fahrenheit 451 sparks discussion on democratic values, freedom of speech, and
resistance to authoritarianism.
e Literary Analysis: The story introduces dystopian genre conventions, symbolism, dynamic character
development, and figurative language.
e Cross-Curricular Engagement: This novel connects to history and government (censorship, book
banning, totalitarian regimes), religion (ethics and morality), and technology (mass media).

Discussion Topics for Home
e What role does media play in shaping our beliefs and actions?
e Why would a society want to ban books? What makes books—or stories—so powerful?
e What are some real-world examples of censorship today?
e How does John 1:1 relate to Montag’s journey as he longs for both a literal and symbolic “Word"?
e How does Romans 12:2 inform our understanding of Montag’s transformation? How does it guide our
own growth and development?

Why We're Reading Fahrenheit 451

Fahrenheit 451 offers students a compelling exploration of personal freedom, generational knowledge, and
the dangers of apathy. Bradbury’s timeless warning against censorship and intellectual complacency is
especially relevant in today’s fast-paced media landscape. The novel encourages students to think critically,
value literature, and become thoughtful participants in a democratic society.


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/1
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