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Curriculum Overview

History

Curriculum Intent

“Tell inclusive stories”
. Ensure that the history content is inclusive and shows a variety of different perspectives.

. The curriculum must include black history, the histories of gender and sexuality, working class history, Roma, History, and the history of disability.
. These stories are threaded throughout the curriculum, rather than treated as one-off, tokenistic or secondary narratives.

“Tell local, national and global stories.”

. Keep the local focus on Hastings. Where possible start with a lesson on Hastings, but where that doesn’t fit the narrative ensure that local history is covered at some point in the scheme.

. Ensure the topics follow the national curriculum and tell the story of Britain.

. Show how topics link to a global story. Include specific global topics that explore different countries and cultures.

“Allow students to engage with real historical debate.”
. Allow students to engage with historians’ work and interpretations.
. Expose students to historical debate between historians.
. Allow students to see that there are different historical interpretations of the same events/topics.
. Develop an understanding of how historians conduct research.

How is History assessed at THA?

Cross Curricular Links

How this prepares students for their
next stage of education/employment

Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding from the historical content they
have studied and apply it to second order concepts. The concepts will be assessed across all terms, but
each term will have a specific focus where one concept is prioritised.

There will be an end of topic assessment each term.

Students will sit a 50-minute written assessment each term.

Y7: Classics Geography Mathematics Art MFL
Science RE English

Y8: Geography RE English Science Technology
Y9: Politics Sociology RE Geography
Mathematics Art Science Technology English
PSHCE

Y10: Science Technology Politics Law
Mathematics English Art Geography RE PSHCE
Y11: Science Technology Art Geography RE
PSHCE Mathematics English Law Politics

The history curriculum focusses on both substantive and disciplinary
knowledge. By exploring British, European, and World history
chronologically, it equips students to comprehend not just what
transpired across extensive spans of time and geography, but also
the connections that link the events, civilizations, and developments
they encounter. We embrace the core objectives of the national
curriculum and place a specific emphasis on knowledge, vocabulary,
and diversity. Throughout our curriculum, we employ rigorous
historical enquiry to shape students' disciplinary and substantive
journeys. Broad themes unite the curriculum, grounded in universal
concepts that extend across its entirety.

Enrichment Opportunities

Resources/Materials to Support
Learning
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Hever Castle Visit

Tower of London Visit

Assemblies

Humanities fair

Local museum events

Oxford University and Museums (Ashmolean)
Jack in the Green

Knowledge Organisers (some are still to be developed).
Student Workbooks

Textbooks

PowerPoints (where appropriate)

Assessments

Stationary e.g. whiteboards

Podcasts (KS4)

Revision Support Materials (KS4)




Year 7

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6
Topic: The Ancient World Topic: Celts, Britons, Saxons & Topic: 1066 (Local and National) Topic: Medieval Society (Local Topic: The Silk Roads & the Topic: The Tudors & The
(World History Study) Vikings (Local and National) and National) Islamic World ( World History Reformation (Local and National)

Big Idea: State, Religion &
Society

Big Idea: State, Religion &
Society

Big Idea: State, Religion &
Society

Big Idea: State, Religion &
Society

Study)
Big Idea: State, Religion &
Society

Big Idea: State, Religion &
Society

Key Knowledge:

Chronology

Who was Herodotus?

Myth and Religion

The Persian Wars

Athens — Democracy
Alexander, Hannibal and Caesar
The Successor States
Pastimes of Romans & Greeks
Crisis of the Third Century
Byzantine

In what ways was Herodotus a
historian?

Key Knowledge:

Who were the Celts?

How did the Celts change Britain?
Who were the Romano-British?
How did the Romano-British
change Britain?

Who were the Saxons?

How did the Saxons change Britain?
Who were the Vikings?

How did the Vikings change Britain?
‘The invasions of 1000BCE to
1000CE was a tumultuous and dark
period of destruction in British
history’. Was the conflict and chaos
of this period a catalyst for change?

Key Knowledge:

Who were the Normans? How did
they affect Hastings?

Why did the death of a king cause
chaos in England?

Why was the Battle of Stamford
Bridge important?

Why did William win the Battle of
Hastings?

How did William use the Feudal
System to control England?

How did William use the Domesday
Book to control England?

How did William use castles to
control England?

How did William use religion to
control England?

How did the Norman Conquest
impact the political, religious, social
and economic structures of
England?

Key Knowledge:

How important was religion to
Medieval people?

Why was Thomas Beckett
murdered?

What was life-like in a Medieval
village?

What was life-like in a Medieval
town?

How did the Magna Carta limit the
power of the king?

How did Medieval society deal with
crime?

How did Medieval society deal with
illness?

How did Medieval society deal with
Black Death?

Why did the peasant’s rebel in
13817

Key Knowledge:

What were the Silk Roads?

How were the Silk Roads used for
exploration?

How did Mansa Musa become the
richest man?

What is the legacy of the Mali
Empire?

How different was Islamic Medieval
medicine?

How did the Mongolian Empire use
the Silk Roads to create their
empire?

How did Islamic Spain develop?
What was life-like in Islamic Spain?
Compare and contrast Medieval
England with the Islamic
Communities we have studied.

Key Knowledge:

How did a Welsh family seize the
English throne?

Why were Martin Luther’s ideas so
controversial?”

How did Anne Boleyn cause the
‘break from Rome’?

How did a blacksmiths son change
a nation?

Why did the ‘pilgrims’ rebel against
Henry VIII?

Why was Mary so ‘bloody’?

How did Elizabeth deal with her
problems?

What can we learn from Elizabeth’s
portraits?

Key Skills:
Introduction to all key
concepts and skills.

Key Skills:
Knowledge & Understanding
Change & Continuity

Key Skills:
Knowledge & Understanding
Cause & Consequence

Key Skills:
Knowledge & Understanding
Sources & Interpretation

Key Skills:
Knowledge & Understanding
Similarities & Differences

Key Skills:
Knowledge & Understanding
Significance

Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied. Students will also be
tested on their analytical skills and
on the key skills of the topic.

Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied. Students will also be
tested on their analytical skills and
on the key skills of the topic —
change & continuity

Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied. Students will also be
tested on their analytical skills and
on the key skills of the topic —
cause & consequence

Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied. Students will also be
tested on their analytical skills and
on the key skills of the topic —
sources and interpretation.

Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied. Students will also be
tested on their analytical skills and
on the key skills of the topic —
similarities & differences

Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied. Students will also be
tested on their analytical skills and
on the key skills of the topic —
significance




Year 8

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6
Topic: Changing Ideas (Stuarts) | Topic: Piracy (Local, National & Topic: Empire (Local and National | Topic: Race & Rebellion Topic: Industrial Revolution Topic: 19 Century Society
(Local and National) World) & World) (National & World Study) (Local and National) (Local and National)

Big Idea: Global Changes &
State religion & Society

Big Idea: Global Changes

Big Idea: Global Changes &
State religion & Society

Big Idea: Global Changes &
State religion & Society

Big Idea: Global Changes &
State religion & Society

Big Idea: Global Changes &
State religion & Society

Key Knowledge:

Why was James | called ‘the wisest
fool in Christendom’?

Did the gunpowder plot change life
for Catholics in England?

What caused the witchcraft craze
in the 1700s?

What were the causes of the
English civil war?

How did the civil war change
English politics?

Was Shakespeare a feminist?

Why was Charles | executed?

Was Cromwell a hero or a villain?
Who was Charles Il and what
happened in the Plague of 16657
How did Mary and Anne change
Europe?

Key Knowledge:

What is a pirate?

How have pirates been portrayed
in contemporary and classical
literature? How have they
influenced music and film?

Piracy in the Ancient World
315BCE-197CE

Piracy in the Middle Ages 400CE to
1585CE

The Rise of the English Sea Dogs
and Dutch Corsairs 1560CE to
1650CE

The Age of Buccaneers 1650CE to
1690CE

The Golden Age of Piracy 1690CE
to 1730CE

Post Golden Age 1730CE to 1885CE
What was life-like aboard a pirate
ship? How accurately have pirates
been portrayed in contemporary
and classical literature?

Key Knowledge:

The Age of Exploration:
Introduction to colonialism &
empire.

The Transatlantic Slave Trade

The British Empire — “The Sun
Never Sets”.

Colonisation of India and the
Impact of British Rule.

Should Britain give back Koh-I-Noor
Diamond back to India?

The Scramble for Africa.
Indigenous Peoples and Resistance
to Colonial Rule.

Decolonisation and the End of
Empire.

The Legacy of Colonialism.

Key Knowledge:

What was Africa like before the
slave trade?

How did the trade in enslaved
people affect African societies?
What were West African slave
fortresses?

What was the ‘Zong’ massacre and
how did it change opinions on the
Middle Passage?

Why was sugar grown on the
Caribbean plantations?

Who was the one and only Queen
of Haiti?

How did enslaved people resist
enslavement?

What rebellions against
enslavement took place?

Who was James Somerset?

Key Knowledge:

How did the Industrial Revolution
affect Hastings?

How did Britain change from 1750-
1900?

What were the causes of the
Industrial Revolution?

What were the main inventions of
the Industrial Revolution?

How did a village become a town?
What were the economic
consequences of the Industrial
Revolution?

What were the consequences of
the Industrial Revolution for
children?

What were the consequences of
pollution on Britain’s workers?
What has been the legacy of the
Industrial Revolution?

Key Knowledge:

What were the distinct social
classes in the nineteenth century?
What was life-like for the upper
classes?

What was life-like for the middle
classes?

What was life-like for the working
class?

How did the class system impact on
women?

Who was Jack the Ripper?

Who were the canonical five?
What common characteristics did
the canonical five share?

Did the canonical five’s common
characteristics contribute to their
vulnerability?

What were Penny Dreadfuls?

Key Skills:
Knowledge & Understanding
Change & Continuity

Key Skills:
Knowledge & Understanding
Sources & Interpretation.

Key Skills:
Knowledge & Understanding
Significance

Key Skills:
Knowledge & Understanding
Sources & Interpretation

Key Skills:
Knowledge & Understanding
Cause & Consequence

Key Skills:
Knowledge & Understanding
Similarities & Differences

Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on their
analytical skills and on the key skills
of the topic — change and
continuity

Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on their
analytical skills and on the key skills
of the topic — sources &
interpretation.

Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on their
analytical skills and on the key skills
of the topic — significance

Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on their
analytical skills and on the key skills
of the topic — sources and
interpretation.

Assessment:
All assessments will test:

Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on
their analytical skills and on the key
skills of the topic — cause &
consequence

Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on their
analytical skills and on the key skills
of the topic — similarities and
differences.




Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Topic: World War One (Local/
and National)
Big Idea: Conflict

Topic: WW?2 & Holocaust (Local,
National & World)
Big Idea: Conflict

Topic: Gender & Class Conflict
(Suffragettes) (Local and
National)

Topic: Racial & Class Conflict
(Local and National)
Big Idea: Conflict

Topic: Revolutions ((Zocal,
National & World)
Big Idea: Conflict

Topic: Peace Treaties ( World
Study)
Big Idea: Conflict




Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6
Big Idea: Conflict
Key Knowledge: Key Knowledge: Key Knowledge: Key Knowledge: Key Knowledge: Key Knowledge:

How did WW1 impact Hastings?
How did the ‘Great War’ start?
How did the army recruit soldiers?
Who were the ‘conscientious
objectors’?

What was trench warfare?

Which weapons were used in
WW1?

How did WW1 end?

What is ‘Poppy Day’?

How did WW?2 impact Hastings?
Who was Adolf Hitler?

Why were the Nazis so popular?
Neville Chamberlain the policy of
appeasement.

What was life like in Nazi Germany?
What happened at Dunkirk?
What was the Battle of Britain?
Why were children evacuated?
What happened at Dresden?
Who was Alan Turing?

What was the battle of Bamber
Bridge?

Why were nuclear weapons used?
A study of the Holocaust.

How did the suffrage movement
impact Hastings?

Who were the suffragettes?

How did women gain the vote?
How did protest help women
acquire the vote?

Publicity and propaganda.

What was life like in Hastings at the
time of the Titanic?

Who was to blame for the Titanic
disaster?

What does the Titanic disaster tell
us about class attitudes?

Has racial conflict had an impact on
Hastings?

What has been the legacy of the
slave trade?

Who are the Windrush generation?
The causes of the Notting Hill and
Brixton riots.

Who was Stephen Lawrence?
What were the Jim Crow laws?
What was the American Civil Rights
Movement?

Why did the Americans rebel
against British rule?

How did the Americans defeat the
British empire?

Were ‘all men created equal’?
Why was King Louis so unpopular?
How did the third estate seize
power?

How did the Haitian people win
their freedom?

Why did the people of Russia
support the Bolsheviks?

How did Russia change under
Lenin?

What happened to the Russian
Revolution under Stalin?

The armistice and end of WW1.
What were the aims of the Big
Three?

Why were the Big Three willing to
compromise?

What were the terms of the ToV?
What was the reaction to the ToV?
How satisfied were the Allies with
the ToV?

What was the German reaction to
the ToV?

How fair was the ToV?

How were Germany’s allies treated
at the end of WW1?

To what extent did the Big Three
achieve their aims?

Key Skills: Key Skills: Key Skills: Key Skills: Key Skills: Key Skills:

Knowledge & Understanding Knowledge & Understanding Knowledge & Understanding Knowledge & Understanding Knowledge & Understanding Knowledge & Understanding

Significance Sources & Interpretation Change & Continuity Similarities & Differences Thematic (all skills) GCSE (exam questions)

Currently all skills Currently all skills Currently all skills Currently all skills Currently all skills Currently all skills AO1 AO2
AO3 AO4

Assessment: Assessment: Assessment: Assessment: Assessment: Assessment:

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on their
analytical skills and on the key skills
of the topic — significance.

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on their
analytical skills and on the key skills
of the topic — sources and
interpretation.

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on their
analytical skills and on the key skills
of the topic — change and
continuity.

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on their
analytical skills and on the key skills
of the topic — similarities and
differences.

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on all
skills.

All assessments will test:
Student’s knowledge and
understanding of the key features
and characteristics of the period
studied.

Students will also be tested on all
skills.

\ VN

Topic: Conflict & Tension: The
Inter-War Years
League of Nations

Topic: Germany 1890-1945
Germany and the growth of
democracy

Topic: Germany 1890-1945
Germany and the Depression

Topic: Germany 1890-1945
The experiences of Germans under
the Nazis

Topic: Britain, Health & People
The beginning of change
(Renaissance)

Topic: Britain, Health & People
A revolution in medicine (19t
century)




Origins of WW2

Germany and the Depression

The experiences of Germans under
the Nazis

Topic: Britain, Health & People
Medicine stands still (Medieval)

A revolution in medicine (19t
century)

Key Knowledge:

Why was the League of Nations created?
The structure of the League.

Did the League of Nations help people?
How successful was the League in the
1920s?

How did international agreements help
the League of Nations?

The decline of international cooperation
in the 1930s.

The Manchurian Crisis.

The Abyssinian Crisis.

Was the League destined to fail?

What did Hitler want?

How did other countries react to Hitler’s
foreign policies?

German rearmament.

The occupation of the Rhineland.

Which countries supported Hitler?
Anschluss with Austria, 1938.

What was the Sudeten Crisis?
Appeasement.

The Nazi-Soviet Pact.

The invasion of Poland.

Why did WW?2 break out?

Key Knowledge:

Kaiser Wilhelm Il and the difficulties of
ruling Germany.

The impact of the First World War.
What was the Weimar Republic?

Why did Germans hate the Treaty of
Versailles?

1923: The Weimar Republic in trouble.
Murders and Uprisings.

Hitler and the Munich Putsch.

To what extent did the Weimar Republic
recover after 1923?

Germany’s Golden Age

How did the Depression affect
Germany?

The growth of the Nazi Party.

Key Knowledge:

Who voted for the Nazis?

How did Hitler become Chancellor?
How did Hitler begin to eliminate his
opposition?

The Night of the Long Knives.

Work and Bread.

Did Hitler make Germany self-sufficient?
Were ordinary Germans better off under
the Nazis?

The impact of war.

How did the Nazis change the lives of
young people?

Women in Nazi Germany.

Christianity and the Nazis.

Key Knowledge:

Who was on Hitler’s hate list?

The journey towards the Final Solution.
Fear and Terror: repression and the
police state.

‘Winning People Over’: Propaganda and
Censorship.

How were the arts and culture of
Germany affected by Nazi rule?
Resistance and opposition to Nazi
Germany.

Britain, Health & People

What did a Medieval doctor know?
How did Christianity affect Medieval
medicine?

How did Islam affect Medieval
medicine?

How good was Medieval surgery?

Key Knowledge:

Where was public health worse in the
Medieval period?

Where was public health better in the
Medieval period?

Consequences of poor public health:
Black Death.

What was the Renaissance?

The impact of the Renaissance on
Britain: Vesalius, Pare, Harvey & Hunter.
How scientific was 17t and 18 century
medicine?

How did doctors deal with the Great
Plague?

How did hospitals change in the 18t
century?

How did Edward Jenner help defeat
smallpox?

Key Knowledge:

How was pain conquered?

How did doctors in Britain find out that
germs caused diseases?

How did scientists discover that germs
caused human diseases?

The search for vaccines and cures in
Europe and Britain.

How dirty were Britain’s towns in the
early 1800s?

Fighting on of Britain’s deadliest
diseases — cholera.

The Great Stink.

Key Skills:
AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 (all
concepts and skills)

Key Skills:
AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 (all
concepts and skills)

Key Skills:
AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 (all
concepts and skills)

Key Skills:
AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 (all
concepts and skills)

Key Skills:
AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 (all
concepts and skills)

Key Skills:
AO1 AO2 AO3 AOA4 (all
concepts and skills)

Assessment:

Students are continually assessed
each lesson and are expected to
complete a GCSE exam question.
They will complete a full GCSE
exam at the end of each topic.

Assessment:

Students are continually assessed
each lesson and are expected to
complete a GCSE exam question.
They will complete a full GCSE
exam at the end of each topic.

Assessment:

Students are continually assessed
each lesson and are expected to
complete a GCSE exam question.
They will complete a full GCSE
exam at the end of each topic.

Assessment:

Students are continually assessed
each lesson and are expected to
complete a GCSE exam question.
They will complete a full GCSE
exam at the end of each topic.

Assessment:

Students are continually assessed
each lesson and are expected to
complete a GCSE exam question.
They will complete a full GCSE
exam at the end of each topic.

Assessment:

Students are continually assessed
each lesson and are expected to
complete a GCSE exam question.
They will complete a full GCSE
exam at the end of each topic.

SV

Topic: Britain, Health & People
Modern medicine (20" century)
Norman England

Norman Conquest & Control

Topic: Norman England
Life under the Normans

Topic: Norman England
The Norman Church

Topic: Revision & Exam
Preparation

Topic: Revision & Exams




Key Knowledge:

What can a study of penicillin tell us
about the development of modern
medicine?

How have drugs and treatment
developed since 19457

Beyond mainstream medicine.

The impact of war and technology on
surgery and health.

Why did the government try to improve
the nation’s health after 1900?

Into the twenty-first century.

Norman England

England before 1066

Who were the Normans?

The rivals for the throne.
William prepares to invade.
Harald Hardrada invades.
Harold vs William: who will win?
Norman Castles.

Key Knowledge:

William, King of England.

Rebellions against the Normans

The Harrying of the North

Why did Hereward the Wake rebel?
How did William use land to help control
the country?

What does the Domesday Book tell us
about King William’s England?

Who killed William 11?

Keeping Law and Order.

What did a Norman village look like?
A peasant’s year.

How much did towns grow under the
Normans?

Did the Norman Conquest change
everyday life?

How religious were people in Norman
times?

How did the Normans influence religion
in England?

Key Knowledge:

How religious were people in Norman
times?

How did the Normans influence religion
in England?

Norman cathedrals

The life of a monk

Educating England

Environmental Study (The Normans)
Pevensey Castle (2026)

Key Knowledge:

Conflict & Tension
Germany
Britain Health & People

Key Knowledge:

The Normans

Key Skills:
AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 (all
concepts and skills)

Key Skills:
AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 (all
concepts and skills)

Key Skills:
AO1 AO2 AO3 AO4 (all
concepts and skills)

Assessment:

Students are continually assessed
each lesson and are expected to
complete a GCSE exam question.
They will complete a full GCSE
exam at the end of each topic.

Assessment:

Students are continually assessed
each lesson and are expected to
complete a GCSE exam question.
They will complete a full GCSE
exam at the end of each topic.

Assessment:

Students are continually assessed
each lesson and are expected to
complete a GCSE exam question.
They will complete a full GCSE
exam at the end of each topic.

Assessment:
Revision and preparation.

Assessment:
Exams




