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Welcome to Metro West GLRS

Metro West Georgia Learning Resource System (GLRS) is a part of the statewide network of eighteen sites
that provide professional learning, technical assistance and resources to educators, leaders, and families of
students with disabilities. Metro West GLRS serves the following Local Education Agencies (LEAs): Clayton
County, Cobb County, Douglas County and Forsyth County; Atlanta Public Schools and Marietta City Schools,
as well as more than thirty Metro Area State Charter Schools along with Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ)
and State Schools.

Metro West GLRS provides professional learning opportunities for specified target audiences within the
school districts that we serve through in-person, virtual, and hybrid options. To meet the unique needs of the
individual LEAs, custom-designed professional learning opportunities are conducted based on state, regional,
and district needs, as well as school-level requests. We also support our LEAs through collaborative
communities.

The Metro West GLRS team provides professional learning, technical assistance, coaching, follow-up and
support for various topics such as:

e General Supervision-Least Restrictive Environment (LRE), IEP Support and Development
e Specially Designed Instruction (SDI) - Math & Literacy

e High Leverage Practices (HLPs) and Evidence-Based Practices (i.e. Check & Connect)

e Supporting and Implementing Graduation and Dropout Prevention Initiatives

e Supporting new special education teachers, leaders, and instructional coaches

e Transition planning

e Early Intervention

e Accessibility and Assistive Technology tools and strategies

An overview of the 2025-2026 Metro West GLRS Professional Learning Offerings:

e The Achievers Alliance: ATSI Schools Year Long Professional Learning Series
e Metro RESA-wide professional learning courses for Teachers/Leaders/Staff who support
students with disabilities- (on a variety of topics, based on regional needs)
e Collaborative Communities for District Level staff
e New Teacher Induction (NTI) / GA Teacher Provider Retention Project (TPRP)
e Resource and informational updates
e On-site professional learning in various districts, to meet the specific needs of individual state charter
schools or districts
As a part of Metro Regional Education Service Agency (Metro RESA), Metro West GLRS is committed to building the
capacity of all educators in the metro area through courses, workshops, collaborative consortia, and other
activities. More information about the programs and services offered at Metro RESA can be found at
WWW.Mmresa.org.

Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative
instructional strategies.


https://www.mresa.org/
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Meet the Team

Kimberly Simmons
Director

Kimberly Simmons, Ed.S, currently serves as Director of Metro West GLRS. She has been a
dedicated educator for over twenty-seven years and has had the opportunity to work in various levels of
leadership at both state and district levels. She has served as both a general and special education teacher. She is
a graduate of the University of Georgia and Georgia Southern University, where she earned her Master's Degree in
Educational Leadership and her Specialist Degree in Teaching & Learning. Some of her specialty areas include
facilitative and transformational leadership, implementation of job-embedded professional learning, coaching,
and building and sustaining effective teaching teams and of course everything Special Education. Ms. Simmons
believes in the importance of creating classroom environments that are enriching and meaningful, as well as
equipping teachers with the necessary tools to help students achieve success.

Beverly Maxwell
Program Specialists

Beverly Maxwell serves as a Program Specialist for Metro West GLRS. Mrs. Maxwell has spent the past 20 years
working in special education. She has enjoyed various experiences in self-contained, resource, co-taught classes,
and department leadership. She's been awarded Atlanta's Power 30 under 30, Turknett Leadership Character
Award for the City of Atlanta, Channel 11 Class Act Teacher, and wife of the year (just kidding!) Mrs. Maxwell is
passionate about maintaining dignity and restoring hope in students with differing abilities by advocating for our
most vulnerable population to receive quality instruction. Most of her current role with Metro West GLRS is
providing relevant support via professional development, technical assistance, and coaching to special education
teachers and leaders in the areas of instructional coaching, Specially Designed Instruction, explicit instruction,
HLPs, new teacher support, and restorative practices. Beverly’s core values are approachability, humor,
efficiency, and belonging. Her commitment is to serve her assigned districts with expertise and fun.

Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative
instructional strategies.



Metro West GLRS 2025-2026 Professional Learning Calendar

Kimberly Gregory
Program Specialists

Kimberly Gregory, Ed.S., serves as a Program Specialist for Metro West GLRS. She provides professional
development to administrators and educators across Metro Atlanta school districts and institutions in the areas
of behavior management, intellectual disabilities, and improving the performance of struggling learners in social
studies. She is a graduate of Spelman College, where she earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in History and a
minor in Secondary Education. Ms. Gregory earned her Master of Science Degree in Mild to Moderate Disabilities
from Johns Hopkins University and then went on to earn an Educational Specialist Degree in Leadership and
Administration from Cambridge University.
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Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative
instructional strategies.



Metro West GLRS 2025-2026 Professional Learning Calendar

Metro West Professional Learning Series at-a-Glance: 2025-2026

In addition to our current Professional Learning Opportunities, we are excited to introduce a series of year-long
professional learning opportunities designed to provide sustained support, deepen instructional practice, and foster
meaningful growth throughout the school year. Participants who register are asked to commit to being a part of the
year-long cohort. Please see below for additional details

The Achievers Alliance- ATSI Schools PL Series

Target Audience: Special Education Teachers, Leaders, Building Administrators, and/or Instructional Coaches (4-5
members per school).

ATSI PL Series will be a part of an engaging & interactive learning approach:
e Hands-on activities and practical applications
e Collaboration with peers and experts
e Real-world case studies and guided practice
e Resources to support learners back in the classroom

The Achievers Alliance ATSI Professional Learning Series
Specially Designed Instruction - Foundations
SDI in the content Mathematics & Literacy
Observation & Feedback for SDI
Progress Monitoring & Data
HLP Collaboration & Explicit Instruction
IEP Support
School Team Action Planning for 2026-2027

Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative
instructional strategies.
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Metro West GLRS ATSI - Professional Learning Series

The Achievers Alliance is Invitation Only - Registration Required. A registration link will be provided.

Target Audience: Teachers, Leaders, Instructional Coaches, Building Leaders Teams of 4-5 at ATSI Schools-

Metro West GLRS Districts

Session in Person

Targets

Date/Time

Location

Specially Designed
Instruction - Foundational
Learning and Common
Understanding

Understand the principles of
Specially Designed Instruction
(Sbr)

Explore effective lesson
planning strategies

Build a common understanding
of SDI among educators

9:00am — 3:00pm

July 21, 2025

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Registration Required

Specially Designed
Instruction in the Content
Areas - Math

Implement SDI strategies in
Math

Deeper dive in Math Content
for Special Education Teacher

9:00am — 3:00pm

August 19, 2025

TBD
Registration Required

Specially Designed
Instruction in the Content
of ELA/Literacy

Deeper Dive into ELA/Literacy
Content and implementing SDI

9:00am — 3:00pm

September 29, 2025

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Registration Required

Progress Monitoring, Data
informed Instructional
Decisions, Processing
Deficits

Utilize progress monitoring
tools effectively

Using data to inform
instruction

Deeper Dive into Processing
Deficits

9:00am — 3:00pm

October 28, 2025

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Registration Required

High-Leverage Practices
(HLP)

Explicit Instruction
Student Engagement
Feedback

Learn and Implement HLPs

9:00am — 3:00pm

December 9, 2025

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Registration Required

IEP Present Levels &
Progress Monitoring
Phase 2

Strengthen skills in writing
IEP present levels

Use Student data to inform
Instruction

9:00am — 3:00pm

January 27, 2026

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Registration Required

School Team Action
Planning for 2026-2027

Reflect on learning from the
series

Develop actionable plans for
the next academic year
Collaborating with
colleagues for sustained
impact

9:00am — 3:00pm

March 24, 2026

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Registration Required

Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative

instructional strategies.
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Data reviews and Team
reports and celebration

Goal Setting
School Data Reviews

9:00am — 3:00pm

May 5, 2026

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Follow-Up Support

Technical Assistance

Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative

instructional strategies.
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Accessibility & Assistive Technology Deeper Dive - Professional Learning Series

Target Audience: Teachers, Leaders, Instructional Coaches Supporting Students with Mixed Learning Abilities. This
series will also assist personnel who would like to increase their knowledge about Accessible Educational Materials
(AEM) in Inclusive Environments and Artificial Intelligence (Al). Register at www.mresa.org (Keywords: GLR, Special
Education, Assistive Technology, UDL).

Session-In-person

Accessibility & AT Session
Professional Learning Series

Understanding Accessibility & UDL

Introduction to Assistive Technology

Assistive Technology for Literacy & Numeracy

Communication Supports & AAC

AT in IEPs & Classroom Instruction

Action Planning for AT Implementation 2026-2027

Final AT Planning & Next Steps

Date/Time

Targets

Location

Understanding
Accessibility & Universal
Design for Learning (UDL)

e Define accessibility and its role
in instruction

e Implement UDL principles to
support tier 1 environments
for students with disabilities

e Explore strategies to
remove learning barriers

9:00am - 2:00pm

August 20, 2025

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Registration Required

Introduction to Assistive
Technology (AT) for the
classroom

e Identify common AT tools and
resources

e Learn how AT supports
communication and
engagement.

e The first steps to integrate AT
into daily instruction effectively

9:00am - 2:00pm

September 24, 2025

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Registration Required

Assistive Technology for
Literacy and Numeracy

e Explore AT solutions for
numeracy & literacy

e Support student
engagement with digital
tools

e Adapt instruction using AT for
students with disabilities

9:00am - 2:00pm

October 15, 2025

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Registration Required

Communication Supports &
Augmentative and
Alternative Communication
(AAC)

e Understand AAC tools and
implementation

e Support students
with communication
needs effectively

e Collaborate with speech
and language professionals

9:00am - 2:00pm

December 10, 2025

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative

instructional strategies.



https://www.mreas.org/
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Integrating Assistive

Alignment AT/ IEP goals and
daily instructional plans.
Al and AT as collaborative

9:00am - 2:00pm

Metro RESA

Technology tools 1870 Teasley Dr. SE
IEPs & ;Iassroom e Providing access to Iearni'ng January 21, 2026 Smyrna,. GA. 30080
Instruction resources for students with Auditorium
disabilities
e Monitoring Progress of AT use
e Foster collaboration
. . across teams
Action Planning & e Systemic Metro RESA

Sustaining Assistive
Technology
Implementation

Implementation across
individualized learning
plans

Sustaining AT use for long-
term student success

9:00am - 2:00pm

March 18, 2026

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Follow-Up Support

Technical Assistance

ongoing

Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative
instructional strategies.
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Metro West GLRS RESA Wide Professional Learning Opportunities

Registration Required. Register at www.mresa.org (use the keywords indicated to search).

‘Professional Learning

State Charter:
Special Education 101

Keywords: Special Education,
IEP, Behavior, GLRS’

Audience

State Charter Schools

Teacher Leaders

Date/Time

9:00 am-1:00 pm

October 16, 2025
February 26, 2026*

Location

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

*APS ISC @ Dean Rusk
130 Trinity Avenue
Atlanta, GA 30303

Registration Required

Knowledge of Practice and
Standards for Literacy

Keywords: GLRS, Special
Education, Literacy,
Dyslexia, Reading

Instructional Coaches

Special Education Lead Teachers

9:00am - 1:00pm

September 18, 2025
November 13, 2025
January 15, 2026
March 19, 2026

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

Registration Required

Metro Atlanta
Special Education
Leaders and
Coaches Cohort

Keywords: GLRS,
Special Education,
Leadership,
Instructional Coaching,
Specially Designed
Instruction/SDI, High
Leverage
Practices/HLPs

Instructional Coaches in Special
Education/PL Coordinators Special
Education/Leaders Special Education

9:00am - 3:00pm

September 10, 2025
November 11, 2025*
January 13, 2026
March 10, 2026

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Auditorium

*APS ISC @ Dean Rusk
130 Trinity Avenue
Atlanta, GA 30303

Registration Required

Autism Instructional

Teachers/Leaders who support

Math Specialist, RESA
Content Specialist & Metro
West GLRS)

Metro RESA District General
Education and Special Education
Teachers

or

November 18, 2025

Strategies Learners with Autism TBD 8D
Math Content &
SDI Integration (GaDOE August 19, 2025 TBD

Registration
Required

Executive Functioning

Keywords: Special Education,
High Leverage Practices,
Specially Designed
Instruction

Administrators, Special Education
Teachers, General Education
Teachers, Paraprofessionals, Special
Education Leaders, MTSS, Behavior
Specialists, Counselors

8:30am - 3:00pm
November 5, 2025

or
February 3, 2026

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Conference Room
Registration Required

Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative
instructional strategies.
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Facilitating Restorative

Conferencing Counselors, Administrators, 8:30am - 3:00pm Metro RESA
. Restorative Practices Practitioners, 1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Keywords: Restorative November 18-19, 2025| Smyrna, GA 30080

Behavior Specialists

Practices, GLRS, Special or Auditorium

Education January 28-29, 2026

Explicit Instruction Metro RESA

(HLP 16) 1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Special Education Teachers, Special 8:30am - 3:00pm Smyrna, GA 30080

Key Words: GLRS,
Special Education,

Education Leaders, Co-Teaching Conference Room

. October 1, 2025
Teams, Paraprofessionals,

High Leverage ) or *APS ISC @ Dean Rusk
Practices, Specially Instructional Coaches January 22, 2026* 130 Trinity Avenue
Designed Atlanta, GA 30303
Instruction Registration Required

IEP Meeting Facilitation

(Key2Ed) Metro RESA
Special Education Teachers, Special 8:30am — 3:30pm 1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Education Leaders, Special Education Smyrna, GA 30080
Keywords: GLRS, Special School Teams October 23-24, 2025 Auditorium
Education, Administration, Registration Required
IEP, Related Services
Virtual: 4:00-5:00pm
Virtual: July 31, 2025,
New Teacher Induction September 25, 2025,
Year2 October 30, 2025, TBD

State Charter School Participants
Keywords: GLRS, Special Special Education Teachers Year 2
Education, New Teacher,
High Leverage Practices

November 20, 2025 |Registration Required

In Person: 1:00-3:00pm
In Person: 8/5/2025,
1/6/2026

Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative
instructional strategies.
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Metro West GLRS Collaborative Communities & Consortia
Target Audience: District-Level and Metro Area State Charter School Special Education Directors

Metro West GLRS facilitates and supports various collaborative communities and consortia, where professionals
in similar roles come together to share ideas, solutions, and best practices.

The Metro GLRS collaborative meetings are designed for Education Directors working in Metro Districts and
State Charter Schools. Facilitated by the Metro West and Metro East GLRS teams, these leadership groups
meet seven times a year to enhance their craft, share knowledge and ideas around common challenges, and
build opportunities for educators. The networking sessions combine resources, information sharing,
discussion, and action planning around relevant K-12 issues related to students with disabilities. Group
participants have opportunities prior to each meeting to provide input on agenda topics.

To meet the needs of the community of educators, the Metro West GLRS supported consortia provide state
and regional partners: professional development and networking opportunities as well as tools, and
resources. Group participants have opportunities prior to each meeting to provide input on agenda topics.

Metro West GLRS Collaborative Communities & Consortia Dates & Times:

Registration Required. Register at www.mresa.org (use the keywords indicated to search).

\ Consortia Date / Time Location \ Contact
Behavior Specialist
Job Alike
Keywords: GLRS, 9:00am — 2:00pm Metro RESA
Special Education 1870 Teasley Dr. SE Kimberly Gregor
pecia ’ September 12, 2025 Smyrna, GA 30080 y laregory

Behavior .

L January 16, 2026 Auditorium
Specialist, Classroom
Management
Colleague Cafe
Key Words: GLRS, 10:00am — 3:00pm Metro RESA
Special Education 1870 Teasley Dr. SE Kimberly Simmons
C'Zm o September 29, 2025 Smyrna, GA 30080 4

P L March 23, 2026 Conference Room
Supervision
Transition

12:00pm-1:30pm
$f!r¥i:gz: gLE:i’aI September 17, 2025 Virtual Beverly Maxwell
Education’ P December 3, 2025 y
Leadershi’ February 4, 2026
P April 1, 2026

Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative
instructional strategies.
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State Charter
Collaborative
Community

Keywords: GLRS,
Special Education,
Administration,
Collaborative

Community

10:00am — 3:00pm

August 4, 2025*
September 8, 2025+
October 6, 2025*
January 12, 2026+
February 2, 2026*
April 13, 2026+
May 4, 2026*

*Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE

Smyrna, GA 30080
Conference Room

+ Metro East GLRS
1701 Mountain
Industrial

Stone Mountain 30083

Kimberly Simmons

Metro Directors’
Collaborative
Community

Keywords: GLRS,
Special Education,
Administration,
Collaborative

Community

9:30am — 12:30pm

August 14, 2025*
September 18, 2025+
October 16, 2025 (virtual)
January 15, 2026+
February 26, 2026 (virtual)
May 7, 2026*

*Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080

Conference Room

+ Metro East GLRS
1701 Mountain
Industrial

Stone Mountain 30083

Kimberly Simmons

Metro Area Check &
Connect PLC

Keywords: GLRS,
Special Education,
Check & Connect

9:00am — 12:00pm

October 3, 2025
March 30, 2026

Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE

Smyrna, GA 30080
Conference Room

Kimberly Simmons

Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative

instructional strategies.
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Welcome to Metro West GLRS



Metro West Georgia Learning Resource System (GLRS) is a part of the statewide network of eighteen sites that provide professional learning, technical assistance and resources to educators, leaders, and families of students with disabilities. Metro West GLRS serves the following Local Education Agencies (LEAs): Clayton County, Cobb County, Douglas County and Forsyth County; Atlanta Public Schools and Marietta City Schools, as well as more than thirty Metro Area State Charter Schools along with Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) and State Schools.



Metro West GLRS provides professional learning opportunities for specified target audiences within the school districts that we serve through in-person, virtual, and hybrid options. To meet the unique needs of the individual LEAs, custom-designed professional learning opportunities are conducted based on state, regional, and district needs, as well as school-level requests. We also support our LEAs through collaborative communities.



The Metro West GLRS team provides professional learning, technical assistance, coaching, follow-up and support for various topics such as:



· General Supervision-Least Restrictive Environment (LRE), IEP Support and Development

· Specially Designed Instruction (SDI) - Math & Literacy 

· High Leverage Practices (HLPs) and Evidence-Based Practices (i.e. Check & Connect)

· Supporting and Implementing Graduation and Dropout Prevention Initiatives

· Supporting new special education teachers, leaders, and instructional coaches

· Transition planning 

· Early Intervention

· Accessibility and Assistive Technology tools and strategies



An overview of the 2025-2026 Metro West GLRS Professional Learning Offerings:



· The Achievers Alliance: ATSI Schools Year Long Professional Learning Series

· Metro RESA-wide professional learning courses for Teachers/Leaders/Staff who support students with disabilities- (on a variety of topics, based on regional needs)

· Collaborative Communities for District Level staff

· New Teacher Induction (NTI) / GA Teacher Provider Retention Project (TPRP)

· Resource and informational updates

· On-site professional learning in various districts, to meet the specific needs of individual state charter schools or districts

As a part of Metro Regional Education Service Agency (Metro RESA), Metro West GLRS is committed to building the capacity of all educators in the metro area through courses, workshops, collaborative consortia, and other activities. More information about the programs and services offered at Metro RESA can be found at www.mresa.org.



Meet the Team 
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Kimberly Simmons
Director









Kimberly Simmons, Ed.S, currently serves as Director of Metro West GLRS. She has been a dedicated educator for over twenty-seven years and has had the opportunity to work in various levels of leadership at both state and district levels. She has served as both a general and special education teacher. She is a graduate of the University of Georgia and Georgia Southern University, where she earned her Master's Degree in Educational Leadership and her Specialist Degree in Teaching & Learning. Some of her specialty areas include facilitative and transformational leadership, implementation of job-embedded professional learning, coaching, and building and sustaining effective teaching teams and of course everything Special Education. Ms. Simmons believes in the importance of creating classroom environments that are enriching and meaningful, as well as equipping teachers with the necessary tools to help students achieve success.
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Beverly Maxwell
Program Specialists

















Beverly Maxwell serves as a Program Specialist for Metro West GLRS. Mrs. Maxwell has spent the past 20 years working in special education. She has enjoyed various experiences in self-contained, resource, co-taught classes, and department leadership. She's been awarded Atlanta's Power 30 under 30, Turknett Leadership Character Award for the City of Atlanta, Channel 11 Class Act Teacher, and wife of the year (just kidding!) Mrs. Maxwell is passionate about maintaining dignity and restoring hope in students with differing abilities by advocating for our most vulnerable population to receive quality instruction. Most of her current role with Metro West GLRS is providing relevant support via professional development, technical assistance, and coaching to special education teachers and leaders in the areas of instructional coaching, Specially Designed Instruction, explicit instruction, HLPs, new teacher support, and restorative practices. Beverly’s core values are approachability, humor, efficiency, and belonging. Her commitment is to serve her assigned districts with expertise and fun.









Kimberly Gregory
Program Specialists 
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Kimberly Gregory, Ed.S., serves as a Program Specialist for Metro West GLRS. She provides professional development to administrators and educators across Metro Atlanta school districts and institutions in the areas of behavior management, intellectual disabilities, and improving the performance of struggling learners in social studies. She is a graduate of Spelman College, where she earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in History and a minor in Secondary Education. Ms. Gregory earned her Master of Science Degree in Mild to Moderate Disabilities from Johns Hopkins University and then went on to earn an Educational Specialist Degree in Leadership and Administration from Cambridge University.
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Metro West Professional Learning Series at-a-Glance: 2025-2026


In addition to our current Professional Learning Opportunities, we are excited to introduce a series of year-long professional learning opportunities designed to provide sustained support, deepen instructional practice, and foster meaningful growth throughout the school year.  Participants who register are asked to commit to being a part of the year-long cohort. Please see below for additional details


The Achievers Alliance- ATSI Schools PL Series

Target Audience: Special Education Teachers, Leaders, Building Administrators, and/or Instructional Coaches (4-5 members per school). 



ATSI PL Series will be a part of an engaging & interactive learning approach:

· Hands-on activities and practical applications

· Collaboration with peers and experts

· Real-world case studies and guided practice

· Resources to support learners back in the classroom



		The Achievers Alliance ATSI Professional Learning Series



		Specially Designed Instruction - Foundations



		SDI in the content Mathematics & Literacy



		Observation & Feedback for SDI



		Progress Monitoring & Data



		HLP Collaboration & Explicit Instruction



		IEP Support



		School Team Action Planning for 2026-2027









Metro West GLRS 2025-2026 Professional Learning Calendar









Metro West GLRS is committed to fostering excellence in education through professional learning, collaboration, and innovative instructional strategies.



Metro West GLRS ATSI - Professional Learning Series 

The Achievers Alliance is Invitation Only - Registration Required. A registration link will be provided.



Target Audience: Teachers, Leaders, Instructional Coaches, Building Leaders Teams of 4-5 at ATSI Schools-

Metro West GLRS Districts


		Session in Person

		Targets

		Date/Time

		Location



		Specially Designed Instruction - Foundational Learning and Common Understanding



		· Understand the principles of Specially Designed Instruction (SDI)

· Explore effective lesson planning strategies

· Build a common understanding of SDI among educators

		9:00am – 3:00pm



July 21, 2025


		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Registration Required



		Specially Designed Instruction in the Content Areas - Math 

		· Implement SDI strategies in Math 

· Deeper dive in Math Content for Special Education Teacher

		9:00am – 3:00pm



August 19, 2025

		TBD

Registration Required





		Specially Designed Instruction in the Content of ELA/Literacy

		· Deeper Dive into ELA/Literacy Content and implementing SDI

		9:00am – 3:00pm



September 29, 2025

		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Registration Required



		Progress Monitoring, Data informed Instructional Decisions, Processing Deficits 



		· Utilize progress monitoring tools effectively

· Using data to inform instruction

· Deeper Dive into Processing Deficits

		9:00am – 3:00pm



October 28, 2025

		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Registration Required



		High-Leverage Practices (HLP) 

		· Explicit Instruction

· Student Engagement 

· Feedback 

· Learn and Implement HLPs

		9:00am – 3:00pm



December 9, 2025

		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Registration Required



		IEP Present Levels & Progress Monitoring 
Phase 2

		· Strengthen skills in writing IEP present levels

· Use Student data to inform Instruction

		9:00am – 3:00pm



January 27, 2026

		

Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Registration Required



		School Team Action Planning for 2026-2027

		· Reflect on learning from the series

· Develop actionable plans for the next academic year

· Collaborating with colleagues for sustained impact

		

9:00am – 3:00pm



March 24, 2026

		

Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Registration Required








		Data reviews and Team reports and celebration

		· Goal Setting

· School Data Reviews

		9:00am – 3:00pm



May 5, 2026

		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium



		Follow-Up Support

		· Technical Assistance

		

		











Accessibility & Assistive Technology Deeper Dive - Professional Learning Series


Target Audience: Teachers, Leaders, Instructional Coaches Supporting Students with Mixed Learning Abilities. This series will also assist personnel who would like to increase their knowledge about Accessible Educational Materials (AEM) in Inclusive Environments and Artificial Intelligence (AI).     Register at www.mresa.org (Keywords: GLR, Special Education, Assistive Technology, UDL).


		Accessibility & AT Session Professional Learning Series



		Understanding Accessibility & UDL



		Introduction to Assistive Technology



		Assistive Technology for Literacy & Numeracy



		Communication Supports & AAC



		AT in IEPs & Classroom Instruction



		Action Planning for AT Implementation 2026-2027



		Final AT Planning & Next Steps







		Session-In-person

		Targets

		Date/Time

		Location



		



Understanding Accessibility & Universal Design for Learning (UDL)

		· Define accessibility and its role in instruction

· Implement UDL principles to support tier 1 environments for students with disabilities

· Explore strategies to remove learning barriers

		9:00am - 2:00pm



August 20, 2025

		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Registration Required



		



Introduction to Assistive Technology (AT) for the classroom

		· Identify common AT tools and resources

· Learn how AT supports communication and engagement.

· The first steps to integrate AT into daily instruction effectively

		9:00am - 2:00pm

September 24, 2025

		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Registration Required



		



Assistive Technology for Literacy and Numeracy

		· Explore AT solutions for numeracy & literacy

· Support student engagement with digital tools

· Adapt instruction using AT for students with disabilities

		9:00am - 2:00pm

October 15, 2025

		Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Registration Required



		

Communication Supports & Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)

		· Understand AAC tools and implementation

· Support students with communication needs effectively

· Collaborate with speech and language professionals

		9:00am - 2:00pm



December 10, 2025

		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium



		



Integrating Assistive Technology

IEPs & Classroom Instruction

		· Alignment AT/ IEP goals and daily instructional plans.

· AI and AT as collaborative tools

· Providing access to learning resources for students with disabilities

· Monitoring Progress of AT use

		9:00am - 2:00pm



January 21, 2026

		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium



		

Action Planning & Sustaining Assistive Technology Implementation

		· Foster collaboration across teams

· Systemic Implementation across individualized learning plans

· Sustaining AT use for long- term student success

		9:00am - 2:00pm


March 18, 2026

		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium



		Follow-Up Support

		· Technical Assistance

		ongoing

		







Metro West GLRS RESA Wide Professional Learning Opportunities

Registration Required. Register at www.mresa.org (use the keywords indicated to search).



		Professional Learning

		Audience

		Date/Time

		Location



		State Charter:

Special Education 101 


Keywords: Special Education, IEP, Behavior, GLRS`

		

State Charter Schools Teacher Leaders

		

9:00 am-1:00 pm

October 16, 2025
February 26, 2026*

		
Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

*APS ISC @ Dean Rusk
130 Trinity Avenue

Atlanta, GA 30303

Registration Required





		Knowledge of Practice and Standards for Literacy

 

Keywords: GLRS, Special Education, Literacy,

Dyslexia, Reading

		Instructional Coaches

Special Education Lead Teachers

		9:00am - 1:00pm

September 18, 2025
November 13, 2025
January 15, 2026

March 19, 2026


		Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Registration Required




		Metro Atlanta

Special Education

Leaders and

Coaches Cohort

 

Keywords: GLRS, Special Education, Leadership, Instructional Coaching, Specially Designed Instruction/SDI, High Leverage Practices/HLPs



		Instructional Coaches in Special Education/PL Coordinators Special Education/Leaders Special Education

		9:00am - 3:00pm

September 10, 2025
November 11, 2025*
January 13, 2026

March 10, 2026

		
Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium


*APS ISC @ Dean Rusk
130 Trinity Avenue

Atlanta, GA 30303

Registration Required




		Autism Instructional

Strategies



		Teachers/Leaders who support

Learners with Autism

		TBD

		TBD



		Math Content &

SDI Integration (GaDOE Math Specialist, RESA Content Specialist & Metro West GLRS)



		Metro RESA District General Education and Special Education Teachers

		August 19, 2025

or

November 18, 2025

		TBD

Registration Required



		Executive Functioning

 

Keywords: Special Education, High Leverage Practices, Specially Designed Instruction



		Administrators, Special Education Teachers, General Education Teachers, Paraprofessionals, Special Education Leaders, MTSS, Behavior Specialists, Counselors

		8:30am - 3:00pm

November 5, 2025

or

February 3, 2026

		

Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Conference Room

Registration Required



		Facilitating Restorative Conferencing

 

Keywords: Restorative Practices, GLRS, Special Education

		Counselors, Administrators, Restorative Practices Practitioners, Behavior Specialists

		

8:30am - 3:00pm

November 18-19, 2025

or

January 28-29, 2026

		Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium



		Explicit Instruction (HLP 16)

 

Key Words: GLRS, Special Education, High Leverage Practices, Specially Designed Instruction

		Special Education Teachers, Special Education Leaders, Co-Teaching Teams, Paraprofessionals, Instructional Coaches

		8:30am - 3:00pm


October 1, 2025

or

January 22, 2026*

		
Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Conference Room

*APS ISC @ Dean Rusk
130 Trinity Avenue

Atlanta, GA 30303

Registration Required




		IEP Meeting Facilitation
(Key2Ed)



Keywords: GLRS, Special Education, Administration, IEP, Related Services

		Special Education Teachers, Special Education Leaders, Special Education School Teams

		8:30am – 3:30pm


October 23-24, 2025

		

Metro RESA
1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium

Registration Required





		New Teacher Induction
 Year 2 

 

Keywords: GLRS, Special Education, New Teacher, High Leverage Practices

		State Charter School Participants

Special Education Teachers Year 2

		Virtual: 4:00-5:00pm
Virtual: July 31, 2025, September 25, 2025, October 30, 2025, November 20, 2025



In Person: 1:00-3:00pm

In Person: 8/5/2025, 1/6/2026

		TBD

Registration Required














Metro West GLRS Collaborative Communities & Consortia

Target Audience: District-Level and Metro Area State Charter School Special Education Directors



Metro West GLRS facilitates and supports various collaborative communities and consortia, where professionals in similar roles come together to share ideas, solutions, and best practices.

The Metro GLRS collaborative meetings are designed for Education Directors working in Metro Districts and State Charter Schools. Facilitated by the Metro West and Metro East GLRS teams, these leadership groups meet seven times a year to enhance their craft, share knowledge and ideas around common challenges, and build opportunities for educators. The networking sessions combine resources, information sharing, discussion, and action planning around relevant K-12 issues related to students with disabilities. Group participants have opportunities prior to each meeting to provide input on agenda topics.

To meet the needs of the community of educators, the Metro West GLRS supported consortia provide state and regional partners: professional development and networking opportunities as well as tools, and resources. Group participants have opportunities prior to each meeting to provide input on agenda topics. 

Metro West GLRS Collaborative Communities & Consortia Dates & Times:


Registration Required. Register at www.mresa.org (use the keywords indicated to search).



		Consortia

		Date / Time

		Location

		Contact



		Behavior Specialist Job Alike



Keywords: GLRS, Special Education, Behavior

Specialist, Classroom Management



		9:00am – 2:00pm


September 12, 2025

January 16, 2026

		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Auditorium 

		Kimberly Gregory



		Colleague Cafe



Key Words: GLRS, Special Education, Compliance, General Supervision



		

10:00am – 3:00pm


September 29, 2025
March 23, 2026


		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Conference Room

		Kimberly Simmons



		Transition


Keywords: GLRS, Transition, Special Education, Leadership



		12:00pm-1:30pm


September 17, 2025

December 3, 2025

February 4, 2026

April 1, 2026

		Virtual

		Beverly Maxwell 








		State Charter Collaborative Community



Keywords: GLRS, Special Education, Administration, Collaborative Community



		

10:00am – 3:00pm


August 4, 2025*
September 8, 2025+

October 6, 2025*

January 12, 2026+

February 2, 2026*

April 13, 2026+

May 4, 2026*

		

*Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Conference Room

+ Metro East GLRS
1701 Mountain Industrial

Stone Mountain 30083



		Kimberly Simmons



		Metro Directors’ Collaborative Community



Keywords: GLRS, Special Education, Administration, Collaborative Community

		9:30am – 12:30pm



August 14, 2025*

September 18, 2025+

October 16, 2025 (virtual)

January 15, 2026+

February 26, 2026 (virtual)

May 7, 2026*

		

*Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Conference Room

+ Metro East GLRS
1701 Mountain Industrial

Stone Mountain 30083



		Kimberly Simmons



		Metro Area Check & Connect PLC


Keywords: GLRS, Special Education, Check & Connect

		9:00am – 12:00pm


October 3, 2025

March 30, 2026

		Metro RESA

1870 Teasley Dr. SE
Smyrna, GA 30080
Conference Room

		Kimberly Simmons
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