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be beneficial. If the BOS offered funding for materials and equipment (not heavy duty 
equipment, but rather a leaf blower etc.) to clean the area, if there could be some type of 
cooperation from the school system to provide students three or four times a year to go there and 
maintain the area. He expressed his sentiment that this Veterans Memorial project could also be 
a time that the older generation could interact with the younger generation. 
• Mr. Suter offered that he had approached Lexington City with this same idea some time

back, and it did not work out. He spoke with Mr. Tom Carol, Lexington City Town
Manager, this morning and he is very open to scheduling meetings for discussion for this
project. The cautionary is the use of a pressure washer on the stones and will need to be well
supervised.

• Superintendent Thompson stated that The Drew Ross Memorial Foundation has reached out
to him as they want to do some annual projects with our schools and they may be interested
in this project as well. He stated that he knows there are students who would love to take on
this project.

Supervisor Lyons stated that some of the CIP projects can be combined with community 
organizations to save money. He stated that VMI has some very nice tennis courts but no tennis 
team; he does not know if the tennis courts have lights. He expressed this may be an area where 
community efforts can be combined to benefit all by providing a service to the schools, the 
community, and save a little bit of money. He expressed his sentiment not to get hung up on 
building but rather see what the needs are. 
• Supervisor Ayers stated that she feels when the community thinks of recreation, they see one

buiiding or core complex.
• Superintendent Thompson stated that he will reach out to VMI.

o Chairman Whitmore stated that ifthere was a joint committee ofRARO and community,
including the cow1ty, then there could be discussion of how to share expenses.

Supervisor Lyons stated that some groups have already done a study of what is needed and could 
be compared to what is needed in the schools. 
• Mr. Suter stated that RARO is involved, as of 2016, also with Buena Vista City Schools. He

mentioned that because in his discussions with Mr. Coffey, he is looking at the entire envelop
of the county.

• Supervisor Ayers reflected that instead of looking at one facility, Rockbridge County could
travel to Buena Vista for a particular program.

TOUR OF ROCKBRIDGE INNOVATION CENTER 

Mr. Paige Owens, Director of Technology and Career and Technical Education, provided a tour 
of the Rockbridge Innovation Center. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Upon motion by Trustee Berkstresser, seconded by Trustee Brown and passed by 5-0 vote, the 
meeting was adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 

Neil D. Whitmore, Chairman Tim� ino, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
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