
English 11AP Summer Assignment: 

The opening paragraph of the course description for AP English Language and Composition 
reads as follows: 

 The AP Language and Composition course is designed to help students become skilled 
readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and to 
become skilled writers who can compose for a variety of purposes. By their writing and reading 
in this course, students should become aware of the interaction among a writer’s purposes, 
audience expectations, and subject, as well as the way generic conventions and the resources 
of language contribute to effective writing. 

Please purchase and read The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck. For this assignment, a print 
copy is preferred.  

If you buy a print copy, this edition is the one you should buy: https://www.amazon.com/Grapes-
Wrath-Centennial-John-
Steinbeck/dp/0142000663/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1624371738&sr=8-1 

If you prefer a digital copy, that’s fine – though the experience will be less successful once we 
begin studying the novel in the fall. 

Once you’ve read the novel, please read the posted article, “Jeffersonian Agrarianism in The 
Grapes of Wrath by Chester Eisinger and then address the following as instructed: 

The Grapes of Wrath follows the cross-country journey of the Joad family as they move from 
their home state of Oklahoma to the “promised land” of California. In the article on Jeffersonian 
Agrarianism, Eisinger makes a claim regarding how Steinbeck might be read as embracing 
agrarianism as a concept. 

In an essay of 5-6 pages, evaluate the credibility of Eisinger’s claim using selections from the 
following chapters of the novel: 1, 5, 25, 28. Although you may refer to other chapters as well, 
these chapters must provide the core evidence for your response. An astute reader will probably 
notice that the selections of these chapters cluster around the beginning and the ending of the 
novel, so think about why these chapters are being highlighted for the purposes of this 
assignment. 

 The best essays will do the following: 

1.  Establish a thesis that encompasses your perspective and suggests a connection 
between Steinbeck’s novel and Eisinger’s article. 

2.  Analyze the material rather than repeat it or evaluate it 

3.  Focus on HOW Steinbeck’s text does or does not support a reading of the novel 
as an embrace of agrarianism 

4.  Present material intelligently and carefully, preferably breaking down Eisinger’s 
claim into more digestible reasons that support the claim 
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5.     Incorporate source material purposefully to validate the reasons and the claim 

6.   Keep in mind the course description as cited above. 

While you may be tempted to use online explanatory materials, you should note that that 
is not an appropriate way to do this assignment. It’s okay to struggle with this – it’s a challenging 
assignment – but an honest struggle will allow you to gauge what the year will be for you and 
give you strategies on how to apply yourself in this college level class. 

  

This assignment will be due on Tuesday, September 2. You must submit it on Google 
Classroom by 8 am on that day (make sure you enroll in that once you receive an invitation from 
your teacher) AND bring in a printed copy with you to class. 

 


