AP English Language and Composition
Academic Year 2025-2026
Mr. Dinunzio

Summer Reading Assignment

Your task is to read, write, analyze, and reflect on The Abolition of Man, a famous text written by
the 20th century intellectual giant, C.S. Lewis. You are to read this in conjunction with The
Plague, a 20th century existentialist piece written by Albert Camus (Ka-moo).

Purchase:

Available for free online — The Plague:
https.//ratical.org/PandemicParallaxView/ThePlague-Camus.pdf

The Abolition of Man, C.S. Lewis. | will put two links to follow for purchasing the text below. Note
that | will be using the version on amazon, be aware that the pagination may be different if you
decide to buy it somewhere else.

You are also required to purchase a notebook, it should be a journal type book, used for
annotation. DO NOT buy a spiral notebook, they fall apart too quickly.

https://www.amazon.com/Aboalition-Man-Education-Develops-Morality/dp/BOQUISAFEPI/ref=sr_1
12crid=E600ZUEPAZ5E&dib=eyJ21joiMSJ9.vKMMyBmdwwitRMNxx-JhAYHYrxoE6PLpX-4xu

VI2bG PKbTo0IGXupyy5UobhdToftTANcwFR99 RL-nlx7i JSIL7L QI-9t5TR2CxdZrz6Qp7m
YzUnMHz7NuWQG TnzzYtBixbjFmnSIZC6o 2vcVdudPR CEjC8QX7wGbOtD-vGTUbbRHV8U

MkYKH3CY0COVVsHeZVEPqWDqKzqsu69l1EMFEUiVragGQO9Jin25aCA.0rMKIMdt47xQhEzVk1
Xa0HTk4Y4r1KcuCZfCyYEIxJo&dib tag=se&keywords=the+abolition+of+tman+by+c.s.+lewis&q
id=171807841 refix=the+aboluition%2 %2C74&sr=8-1

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-abolition-of-man-c-s-lewis/1100542992\

Task One: You are required to annotate both texts (take notes on the pages) or use sticky
notes in conjunction with your journal. Notes should include the following: points that stand out
to you; structural/rhetorical moves that stand out to you, statements that you question, the
specific example in question followed by how that section contributes to the broad goal of the
text, and significant connections between the two books. Your notes should be divided into
three sections: notes on Lewis, notes on Camus, and notes connecting the two texts.

Task Two: From these connections you will write a detailed 3 paragraph essay that focuses on
one specific paragraph from The Abolition of Man and one specific moment from The Plague.
You should attempt to uncover how Camus is commenting on the ideas that C.S. Lewis
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presents concerning morality. Your paper should directly quote the paragraph from Lewis in
block quote form at some point in the essay. You can quote Camus casually according to the
standard MLA structure. The essay is not to exceed 3 paragraphs. | do not need a conclusion, |
want an introduction that outlines your idea and evidence then an immediate articulation of
those details in the following two paragraphs. The total length of each paragraph should not
exceed 15 sentences. The goal is to tighten your writing and show clear connections between
each text. Note that this essay should be edited severely, | am unable to edit them for you so
you will likely need to do it yourself. | have a high expectation for this assignment so you should
spend a significant amount of time writing and revising these paragraphs. Email me with
questions, | am here to help you.

Questions to consider while reading:

What is philosophy?

Is philosophy important?

Why do people say that philosophy is impractical?

How does Lewis view morality?

What is objective morality?

What is subjective morality?

What is morality?

What is existentialism?

What time period are these two authors writing in?

Is history important for literature?

Do these two authors agree or disagree?

How can we reconcile the thoughts of these two authors in a way that lends to
productive advancements in philosophy and morality?

Caveat:

Gentlemen, we are all aware of the utility of Al and other outside tools. | want you to
know that you are absolutely permitted to use those tools without crossing the lines of the honor
code. In fact, | endorse their appropriate usage for research purposes. However, you should not
utilize things that you do not understand and it should not speak for you. Be warned, whether |
suspect that you have cheated or not is irrelevant to me, be VERY well prepared to defend
anything that you write for me. | will, for your benefit, interrogate your ideas as if they are yours
alone, be prepared! Also, do not be discouraged by this assignment, do your best. | strongly
encourage you to reach out to me at any point during the summer, weekends included. | am
here to help you, let me know what | can do. Let's work together on this assignment, it is not as
bad as it looks!

-Mr D



What should you bring to your orientation day in the fall semester?

e A hard copy of The Abolition of Man, C.S. Lewis and a way to access the electronic
version of The Plague.

e Composition journal with extensive notes that follow the directions above.

e A printed out copy of your 3 paragraph essay



