
AP English Language and Composition  
Summer Reading Assignment 2025 

 
Joining an AP Language and Composition class is accepting an invitation into a salon, a 

place where one furthers their education through “conversation.” In the AP class, a student learns 
how to become part of this conversation, understanding the nuances of effective argumentation, 
synthesizing multiple dialogues, and articulating one’s own ideas to cross-curricular subject 
matter. It is this discourse that is used to create and refine one’s written expression and voice.  

 
The overarching goal of the AP Language and Composition course, according to the 

College Board course description, is to “enable students to read complex texts with 
understanding and to write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate 
effectively with mature readers.”  The course draws students into a discussion about rhetoric and 
effective communication across disciplines. No strangers to style and voice, students focus on 
analytical, persuasive and argumentative reading and writing assignments which concern the 
“big ideas” in the course and their enduring understandings: 

 
THE RHETORICAL SITUATION  
Individuals write within a particular situation and make strategic writing choices based on that 
situation.  
 
CLAIMS AND EVIDENCE  
Writers make claims about subjects, rely on evidence that supports the reasoning that justifies the 
claim, and often acknowledge or respond to other, possibly opposing, arguments.  
 
REASONING AND ORGANIZATION 
Writers guide understanding of a text’s lines of reasoning and claims through that text’s 
organization and integration of evidence.  
 
STYLE  
The rhetorical situation informs the strategic stylistic choices that writers make. 

 
Required Reading 

Read at least one college level non-fiction text of your own choosing and George 
Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty Four (including Appendix), a novel typically read in the course.  

Response Guidelines 
For each work, take notes to enrich your understanding of the essential ideas of the text. 

Apply the“big ideas” which serve as the foundation of the course. Pay careful attention to the 
author’s craft (how the author uses elements such as diction, imagery, structure, and figurative 
language to create meaning).  

Your notes are expected to be original, rich, and authentic. You will be asked to bring 
these to class as you prepare for an in-class written response on one or more of your summer 
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reading choices in September. You will find, as an AP Language student, that these ideas will 
enhance your note taking and will fuel our discussions in the next academic year.  

Suggested non-fiction titles may be from the list of titles that have recently won, or been 
long or shortlisted for, a Pulitzer Prize or National Book Award. While we may all love YA 
literature and graphic novels, these are unacceptable for this assignment. Research several titles 
on the list before making your final choices. Speak to your parents, teachers, library media 
specialists, members of the Book Club, former AP Language students, and avid readers about 
titles to find those you might most enjoy.  

 

The lists of AP English Language Non-Fiction titles acceptable for this assignment are posted on the 
BBHS Library website. Here are links to the other award winning books you may choose from: 

Pulitzer Prize 
History https://www.pulitzer.org/prize-winners-by-category/220 
 
Biography https://www.pulitzer.org/prize-winners-by-category/222 
 
General Non-fiction https://www.pulitzer.org/prize-winners-by-category/223 
 
Memoir/Autobiography https://www.pulitzer.org/prize-winners-by-category/650 
 
National Book Award  
 
Non-Fiction 
https://www.nationalbook.org/national-book-awards/search/?type=category&search=nonfiction 
 
Biography 
https://www.nationalbook.org/national-book-awards/search/?type=category&search=biography 
  
History 
https://www.nationalbook.org/national-book-awards/search/?type=category&search=history 
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions at jkenyon@blindbrook.org.​ ​  
 

Enjoy your reading and your summer! 
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