AP English Literature and Composition
Summer Reading Assignment 2025

The AP English Literature and Composition course aligns to an introductory
college-level literary analysis course which engages students in close reading and critical
analysis of imaginative literature. We delve into poetry, drama, and prose to deepen one’s
understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure.

Overall, the AP course is designed to help students become skilled readers and writers
through engagement with the “Big Ideas and Enduring Understandings” which serve as the
foundation of AP English Literature and Composition:

CHARACTER Enduring Understanding
Characters in literature allow readers to study and explore a range of values, beliefs,
assumptions, biases, and cultural norms represented by those characters.

SETTING Enduring Understanding
Setting and the details associated with it not only depict a time and place, but also convey values
associated with that setting.

STRUCTURE Enduring Understanding

The arrangement of the parts and sections of a text, the relationship of the parts to each other,
and the sequence in which the text reveals information are all structural choices made by a writer
that contribute to the reader’s interpretation of a text.

NARRATION Enduring Understanding
A narrator’s or speaker’s perspective controls the details and emphases that affect how readers
experience and interpret a text.

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE Enduring Understanding
Comparisons, representations, and associations shift meaning from the literal to the figurative
and invite readers to interpret a text.

LITERARY ARGUMENTATION Enduring Understanding
Readers establish and communicate their interpretations of literature through arguments
supported by textual evidence.
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Required Summer Reading

You are asked to read Ragtime by E.L.Doctorow and one other title of literary fiction of
your own choosing. This may be a classic, a contemporary novel which has won a Pulitzer Prize,
National Book Award, or Booker Prize. It is your choice. However, while we may all love plays,
graphic novels, and YA literature, these are unacceptable for this assignment. Research several
titles on the lists before making your final choices. Speak to your parents, teachers, library media
specialists, members of the Book Club, former AP Literature students, and avid readers about
titles to find those you might most enjoy.

Response Guidelines

As you read, annotate for the essential ideas of the work and those which strike you as
meaningful. Remember to pay careful attention to the author’s craft (how the author employs
elements such as diction, imagery, structure, and figurative language to create meaning).

Your notes are expected to be original, rich, and authentic, not merely highlights. You
will be asked to bring these to class as you prepare for an in-class written response on your
summer reading choices in September. Ask yourself about the“big ideas” which serve as the
foundation for the course.

As an AP Literature student, annotating these ideas as you read may enhance your
annotations and fuel our discussions in the next academic year. When we come together, we will
discuss the works you have chosen and the worlds they have taken you to. We will focus on the
human condition-what it is to be alive in this world-and enter into deep conversations about the
ways in which authors as artists craft these worlds. You are expected to fully and meaningfully
engage in these discussions at a college level and support your ideas with textual evidence.

Please contact me if you have any questions at jkenyon@blindbrook.org. Enjoy your reading
and your summer! Here are links to award winning books you may choose from.

Pulitzer Prize, Fiction: hitos://www.pulitzer.ora/prize-winners-by-category/219

Natlonal Book Award Fiction:

In class we may read the following novels so please refrain from choosing them:

Their Eyes Were Watching God

by Zora Neal Hurston

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne
Sula by Toni Morrison

Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronté
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley



AP® English Literature and Composition 2024 Free-Response Questions

Question 3

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts as one-third of the total essay section score.)

Many works of literature explore a character’s sense of lacking something important in life. The character perceives
an unfulfilled need which may be emotional, spiritual, financial, or something the character does not understand or
cannot articulate. Either from your own reading or from the following list, choose a work of fiction in which such a
feeling is explored. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze how the character’s sense of an unfulfilled need
contributes to an interpretation of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot.

In your response you should do the following:
* Respond to the prompt with a thesis that presents a defensible interpretation.
* Provide evidence to support your line of reasoning.
* Explain how the evidence supports your line of reasoning.
* Use appropriate grammar and punctuation in communicating your argument.

Antigone Moby-Dick

The Awakening Native Son

The Bell Jar On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous
Brave New World One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest
Ceremony Passing

Death of a Salesman A Raisin in the Sun

Don Quixote Sag Harbor

Fences The Scarlet Letter

Frankenstein The Secret Life of Bees

The Goldfinch Song of Solomon

The Handmaid’s Tule Sweat

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents Swing Time

Howards End The Tempest

The Hundred Secret Senses There There

If Beale Street Could Talk A Thousand Splendid Suns
Invisible Man To the Lighthouse

Jane Eyre The Visit

Kindred When the Emperor Was Divine
Little Fires Everywhere White Noise

Macbeth Wuthering Heights

Begin your response to this question at the top of a new page in the separate Free Response booklet

and fill in the appropriate circle at the top of each page to indicate the question number.
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Recent Pulitzer Prize Award Winners

2025 - James by Percival Everett

2024 - Night Watch by Jayne Anne Phillips

2023 - Demon Copperhead by Barbara
Kingsolver and
Trust by Hernan Diaz

2022 - The Netanyahus: An Account of a
Minor and Ultimately Even
Negligible Episode in the History of a
Very Famous Family by Joshua Cohen

2021 - The Night Watchman by Louise
Erdrich

2020 - The Nickel Boys by Colson
Whitehead

2019 - The Overstory by Richard Powers

2018 - Less by Andrew Sean Greer

2017 - The Underground Railroad by
Colson Whitehead

2016 - The Sympathizer by Viet Thanh
Nguyen

2015 - All the Light We Cannot See by
Anthony Doerr

2014 - The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt

2013 - The Orphan Master s Son by Adam
Johnson

2012 - No award given

2011 - A4 Visit from the Goon Squad by
Jennifer Egan

2010 - Tinkers by Paul Harding

2009 - Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Strout

2008 - The Brief and Wondrous Life of

Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz

2007 - The Road by Cormac McCarthy

Some Works Recently Listed on the AP
Literature Exam
All Over Creation by Ruth Ozeki

As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner
Atonement by Ian McEwan

Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue
Beloved by Toni Morrison

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison

The Bonesetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley

Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh
Brown Girl, Brownstones by Paule Marshall
Candide by Voltaire

Catch-22 by Joseph Heller

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller

Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes

East of Eden by John Steinbeck

Elmet by Fiona Mosley

The English Patient by Michael Ondaatje
A Gesture Life by Chang-Rae Lee

The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy
Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi

A House for Mr. Biswas by V.S. Naipaul

The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton
Kindred by Octavia Butler

The Mayor of Casterbridge by Thomas Hardy
The Mill on the Floss by George Elliot
Midnight’s Children by Salman Rushdie
Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides

Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf

My Antonia by Willa Cather

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri

Native Son by Richard Wright

Nervous Conditions by Tsitsi Dangarembga
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

No Country for Old Men by Cormac McCarthy
Northanger Abbey by Jane Austen

Orlando by Virginia Woolf

People of the Whale by Linda Hogan

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
The Portrait of a Lady by Henry James

A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen

The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro
The Round House by Louise Erdich
Saturday by lan McEwan

Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen

Sing, Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn Ward
Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser
Sophie’s Choice by William Styron

Tess of the d'Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy
White Teeth by Zadie Smith



