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Introduction to World War 1l

By USHistory.org
2017

World War Il was the second global war that lasted from 1939 to 1945, The war
involved a majority of the world's countries, and it is considered the deadliest
conflict in human history. One major cause of World War Il was the rise of fascism
in Europe. Fascism is a political system that gives total power to a dictator. This
informational text gives a comprehensive summary of the causes, events, and
conclusion of the war. As you read, take notes on how WWI| encouraged social and
economic change in America.

[1] Storm clouds gathered around the
world throughout the 1930s. Americans
struggled to make ends meet during the
Great Depression. Meanwhile, fascism
swept Italy and Germany. Elsewhere,
the Japanese government was
controlled by those who favored a
strong military. Fascism began to
dominate the world as nations fell to

aggressive leaders that resembled ey
dictators. Remembering World War |, "Approaching Omaha" by Taak is in the
Americans hoped against hope to public domain.

remain distant from the increasingly
dangerous world.

War seemed bound to happen. Japan struck first, plunging into Chinese Manchuria.
Next Italy struck at Ethiopia. Germany, under the leadership of Adolf Hitler, fueled
the most fear. Germany had impressive power. And Europeans and Americans both
remembered how strong the German army was in World War I. By the end of the
decade, the nations surrounding Germany began to fall like dominoes. In 1939,
Hitler seized Austria, then Czechoslovakia. As Hitler set his sights on Poland, the
world prepared for another great conflict.

Meanwhile, Americans tried to stay isolated. The U.S. had created a series of
Neutrality Acts' in order to avoid the traps that led them into World War I. Poll after
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poll showed the American public did not want the country to become involved in
international disputes. “Isolationist" clubs spread across the land.

Eventually though, Great Britain became the last defender of freedom standing
against a Nazi-controlled Europe. Americans reluctantly began to act. Led by
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the United States used its industrial power to start
supporting the Allies — the democratic countries fighting against the fascist “Axis”
countries of Germany, Japan, and Italy.

In the end, it was Japan that brought the United States into the war. The United
States was the only nation standing against complete Japanese control of the Pacific
Ocean. One way it did this was through economic sanctions? against Japan. Japan
was so angry that in 1941 it launched a brutal surprise attack against American
naval bases at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. After the attack, the United States finally
entered the Second World War.

The government quickly began to encourage the American people to support the
war effort. Factories had to produce lots of weapons, food, uniforms, and other
materials for soldiers. There were major operations in both the Atlantic and Pacific
“theatres,”> which meant that American industries literally fueled two wars at the
same time. The war effort produced many social and economic consequences.
African Americans moved from the rural South to the industrial North for jobs
faster than ever before. New opportunities opened for women who were
encouraged to work in factories and hospitals to support the war. The economy got
a huge boost from all of this wartime production. Because of the increased
employment opportunities, Americans who had been struggling since the Great
Depression finally enjoyed a high standard of living again.

But the war effort also had a darker side. Civil rights were compromised. After Pearl
Harbor, Americans feared potential Japanese spies or supporters. As a result of this
fear, and anti-Japanese racism, over 110,000 Japanese Americans were forced from
their homes and sent to distant relocation camps. These camps had poor living

1. laws passed in 1935, 1936, 1937, and 1939 to limit U.S. involvement in future
wars

2. commercial and financial penalties applied by one or more countries against a
targeted country

3. an area in which important military events occur or are progressed
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conditions. Japanese Americans would live in these camps for over four years, even
after Americans liberated Jews from Nazi concentration camps.

In both Europe and Asia, the Axis powers had established a firm foothold prior to
American entry into the conflict. However, slowly but surely, the Allies closed in on
Nazi Germany. Big battles at El Alamein and Stalingrad helped the Allies weaken the
Germans. In 1943, after the Allies invaded Sicily and bombed Rome, Italy quit the
Axis. First Italy's fascist Prime Minister was fired; then the Italian King arrested him
and signed a secret agreement with the Allies. The Allies were able to land on Italy's
southern shores without any fighting and head North, forcing Germans in Italy to
retreat. Then, in 1944, the Allies landed successfully on the French shores of
Normandy to begin an invasion of German-occupied France. it was only a matter of
time before Allies smashed the Nazi machine.

Failures marked the early war in the Pacific theatre. Things looked bad when Japan
captured the Philippines from the U.S. in 1942. But then the U.S. damaged Japan’s
naval fleet of ships at the Midway Islands just six months after the attack on Pearl
Harbor. After that, Americans "island hopped" their way to Japan. Island hopping let
Americans strategically avoid areas the Japanese had heavily defended. Still, some
of the islands Americans did take were sites of bloody battles. It took a long time for
the U.S. to force Japan to retreat. Americans took back the Philippines in 1944, then
closed in on Japan by invading Iwo Jima and Okinawa in early 1945,

New technologies emerged during the war as well. Radar helped the British locate
incoming German planes, and sonar made it much easier to find submarines.
Germans developed rockets that could travel great distances, creating a new era of
long-range warfare. But no weapon compared in destructive power to the atomic
bomb. The nuclear weapon was developed after a massive, secret research project
spearheaded by the United States government. World War Il did not officially end
for America until President Harry S. Truman dropped two atomic bombs on Japan,
at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, in August of 1945,

World War Il was fought over differences left unresolved after World War I. Over
400,000 Americans were killed in four years of involvement. The only deadlier war
for Americans was the Civil War. The Nazis murdered over six million Jews in the
Holocaust, and killed over five million other “enemies” of Germany. Over 20 million
Soviets died, many of them civilians, devastating Soviet communities. Because
other Allied countries experienced far fewer casualties, many Soviets lost trustin
their western Allies.

After much bloodshed and sacrifice, the Axis powers were defeated. But the Grand
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Alliance that won the war, of the United States, Great Britain, and the Soviet Union,
did not last long. Soon the globe was involved in a 45-year struggle between
America and the Soviet Union known as the Cold War.

"Introduction to World War II" is a derivative of "The Road to Pearl Harbor" and

"America in the Second World War" by USHistory.org. Copyright © 2016 by The
Independence Hall Association. This text is licensed under CC BY 4.0.

Unless otherwise noted, this content is licensed under the CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in
complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which of the following identifies the central idea of the text?

A.

WWII was a global war, with battlefronts in many countries, and
the war had a dramatic impact.

While many suffered during WWII, the United States was
primarily benefited by an improved economy and an increase of
national morale.

The United States was an eager participant in WWI|, as it realized
that the spread of fascism would compromise their right to a
democracy.

While WWII resulted from the unresolved conflicts of WWI, it
ushered in a time of peace.

2. PART B: Which section from the text best supports the answer to Part A?

A.

"Storm clouds gathered around the world throughout the 1930s.
Americans struggled to make ends meet during the Great
Depression. Meanwhile, fascism swept Italy and Germany."
(Paragraph 1)

"Led by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, the United States used
its industrial power to start supporting the Allies — the
democratic countries fighting against the fascist 'Axis' countries
of Germany, Japan, and Italy." (Paragraph 4)

"Because of the increased employment opportunities, Americans
who had been struggling since the Great Depression finally
enjoyed a high standard of living again." (Paragraph 6)

"In both Europe and Asia, the Axis powers had established a firm
foothold prior to American entry into the conflict. However,
slowly but surely, the Allies closed in on Nazi Germany."
(Paragraph 8)
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How do paragraphs 6-7 contribute to the development of ideas in the
text?

A.  They prove that the United States primarily benefited from WWII
as the Great Depression ended.

B. They show that the United States experienced negative and
positive consequences from the war.

C. They emphasize the United States' desire to preserve the civil
liberties of citizens.

D.  They reinforce the idea that the United States never should have
entered WWII.

How does the author develop the idea that World War 1l created positive
change in the United States?




World War i
The Battle of Britain

What was it?

The Battle of Britain was an important battle in World War Il. After Germany and Hitler had conquered
maost of Europe, including France, the only major country left to fight them was Great Britain.
Germany wanted to invade Great Britain, but first they needed to destroy Great Britain's Royal Air
Force. The Battle of Britain was when Germany bombed Great Britain in order to try and destroy their
air force and prepare for invasion.

Heinkel He 111 during the Battle of Britain
Photo by Unknown

When was it?

The Battle of Britain started on July 10th, 1940. It lasted many months as the Germans continued to
bomb Britain.

How did it get its name?

The name comes from a speech by the Prime Minister of Great Britain, Winston Churchill. After
Germany had overrun France, he said that "the Battle of France is over. The Battle of Britain is about
to begin.”

The Battle

Germany heeded to prepare for the invasion of Britain, so they first attacked towns and army
defenses on the southern coast. However, they soon found that Britain's Royal Air Force was a
formidable opponent. The Germans decided to focus their efforts on defeating the Royal Air Force.
This meant they bombed airport runways and British radar.

Although the German bombings continued, the British did not stop fighting back. Hitler began to get
frustrated at how long it was taking to defeat Great Britain, He soon switched tactics and started
bombing large cities including London.



Soldier on the lookout for German planes
Source: National Archives

Battle of Britain Day

On September 15, 1940 Germany launched a large bombing attack on the city of London. They felt
that they were closing in on victory. The British Royal Air force took to the sky and scattered the
German bombers. They shot down a number of German planes. It was clear from this battle that
Britain was not defeated and that Germany was not being successful. Although Germany would
continue bombing Londen and other targets in Great Britain for a long time, the raids began to slow
as they realized they could not defeat the Royal Air Force.

Who won the Battle of Britain?

Although the Germans had more planes and pilots, the British were able to fight them off and win the
battle. This was because they had the advantage of fighting over their own territory, they were
defending their homeland, and they had radar. Radar allowed the British to know when and where
German planes were coming to attack. This gave them time to get their own planes in the air to help
defend.

A bombed London streei by Unknon



Interesting Facts

Great Britain's air force was called the RAF or the Royal Air Force. Germany's air force was
called the Luftwaffe.

The code name for Hitler's invasion plans was Operation Sea Lion.

It is estimated that around 1,000 British planes were shot down during the battle, while over
1,800 German planes were destroyed.

The'main types of fighter planes used in the battie were the Messerschmitt Bf109 and the Bf110
by the German Luftwaffe and Hurricane Mk and Spitfire Mk by the Royal Air Force.

The leader of the German Lufiwaffe was Herman Goering. The leader of the Royal Air Force
was Sir Hugh Dowding.

Germany continued to bomb London at night until May of 194 1. This series of bombings was
called the Blitz. At one point London was bombed for 57 nights in a row.

Hitler finally stopped bombing London because he needed his bombers to invade Russia.
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7) True.or False: The Battle of Britain lasted a couple of
days and then was over.

O FALSE

* 9) What advantage helped the Brltlsh to win the battle'?

|

(O The British were defendmg and flghtmg over their own
territory

O All of the above

(O None of the above

2) What was the main goal Hitler wanted to accomplish §
il by bombmg the British air force in the Battle of Britain? g

I O To destroy the air force in preparation to invade i

| Britain %
i i 2 2 -

- CJ To prove his air force was stronger

O To keep the Bntlsh on the defense

I O To stop them from bombing Germany ‘ I

4) What new technology helped the British air force in |
defending agamst the Germans? |
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: 6) Why did Hitler finally stop bombing Great Britain?

C] Because he needed hIS air force to help wrth the
mvaslon of Russia

e
C] Because he no |onger wanted to take over Brltaln

cities

(O Because the Germans signed a peace treaty wnh
Britain

8) What was the air force of Germany called?

(O The Luftwaffe l

10) What city was bombed for 67 nights in a row during
the Battle of Bntam’?
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Not Much, Just Chillin": The Hidden Lives of Middle Schoolers, Pages 105-106
By Linda Perlstein.

Dodgeball has been banned this year in the Howard County public schools—too violent, too
humiliating. In a way, though, middle school is a game of dodgeball, except instead of a red ball you
avoid annoying people. Nobody is immune: Jackie is teased for being short. Eric is teased for being fat.
Elizabeth is teased for being Elizabeth. And so on.

Jimmy started sixth grade closely knit into his group of best friends from elementary school, boys who
are clever, obedient, and not very popular. There’s Daniel, who wants to be a band director like his
dad and keeps a pen clipped to his shirt collar “because it’s resourceful.” There’s John, who has secret
stress stomachaches and natural, impeccable humor, a combination that makes it inevitable he’ll quit
premed one day to write sitcoms. And there’s Will, who plans to apply to Harvard, Stanford, Yale,
Princeton, MIT, and Caltech and become a bioroboticist. For his eighth-grade science project, he
wants to make an artificial hand.

The boys’ favorite things to do together are play video games, talk about video games, and taunt each
other. This sort of taunting is tolerable, a sign of affection almost, coming as it does from true friends.
It’s not unfathomable to Jimmy that when he grows up the nerdy guys will have become the cooler
ones while the popular kids turn fat, bald, and boring. Maybe what adults say is true: Jimmy’s type
wins in the end. But that’s not great comfort right now. “I'm not funny,” he says. “I used to correct
people too much, and I still do a little. It makes me feel better a little. I don’t know what I like about
myself. I don’t like anything else.”

Of the group, Will and Jimmy fight the most—practically all the time, it seems—mainly about
friendship stuff. Girls’ bickering gets most of the attention from teachers and parents and authors and
so on, but they tend to deny their conflicts, let them fester under the surface. The sports and rule-
based games boys choose are ripe for argument. In fact, boys actually report more conflict in their
friendships than girls do.

Jimmy keeps a framed photo of himself and Will in first grade on the shelf above his bed, the same
photo Will has over his bed. Will is a loyal friend. But Jimmy hates the way Will makes him feel when
he gets B’s. And, concerned about Will’s uncoolness, he is facing a common dilemma of the preteen
years: balancing the benefits of a satisfying one-on-one friendship with the desire to negotiate a better
place for yourself, popularity-wise. Deep inside, Jimmy thinks that maybe part of growing up is
growing out of people, and perhaps will be the first.

Creatod by Expodilionary Lemning, on behali of Poblic Conaiting Gsoup, [ne,
@ Public Gonsolling Graup, Ine., it a parpstual license granted o Expedilionay

Learing Oulvard Bound, Ine, NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum * G7:M2B:U1:L1 » June 2014 « 24
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Not Much, Just Chillin": The Hidden Lives of Middle Schoolers, Pages 105-106

The kids above their group socially act older, as if they have to be nasty to be popular. Will especially
arrived at middle school worried about big mean kids, and it comes true when Chris Kopp lifts him up
by his backpack on the bus, which chokes him and makes him cry. In telling the story, he mentions
that Billy Mara saved him a seat on the bus. “Billy Mara? He’s a geek,” Jimmy says. “I hate him,” Will
says, “but he saves me a seat.” You will never, all your life, forget the rank order of popularity in your
sixth-grade class, or the rules of the middle-school food chain: You will prey upon anyone who
appears remotely more vulnerable than you are. The people toward the bottom, rather than refrain
from teasing because they know it is the single most painful thing about middle school, “get so mad
they have to take it out on someone,” Jimmy says. With nothing to lose, they make fun of everyone.
They feel bad, but they feel good. Strong, kind of. For someone in the middle, like Jimmy, it’s no use
getting mad at the popular people, “because then a lot of people gang up on you.”

“I barely ever have a chance to make fun of anyone,” he says, “because they make fun of me.”

Perlstein, Linda, Not Much, Just Chillin: The Hidden Lives of Middle Schoolers, New York; Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2003, Print.

Created by Expeditionary Learning, on biehalf of Public Consuling Group, Inc,
@ Public Consulting Group, Inc., with & perpetuat license granled {o Expedidonary
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Reader’s Notes:
Not Much, Just Chillin’: The Hidden Lives of Middle Schoolers, Pages 105—-106

Name:

Date:

1. Summarize this excerpt in three or four sentences. (R1.7.2)

2. Think about this central idea: “At this moment, Jimmy is concerned or confused about many
aspects of his life.” What two pieces of evidence from the excerpt would you use to support this
claim? (RI.7.1)

Crealed hy Pgeditionany Y esaaiog, anbehati of Pablic Gonsoliing Gronp, lne,
G Poblic Gonsntiing Group, loe, vilh s peipetuatilcense goantad o Expeditionzey
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“My Own True Name”
Chocolate for a Teen’s Spirit

My boyfriend of three years had lost his college ROTC scholarship, and when his parents said, “You
have to come home,” we decided I should come home too. At the time, it sounded like a good idea.
Our social life at the university in Austin, Texas, had been tied to the ROTC students, and if he wasn’t
in the program, I didn’t feel the university had much to offer us.

So we both enrolled at the smaller university in our hometown, San Antonio. He seemed to want
things to go on as they did before, but something inside me wanted something different. He stayed
with his business major, but since the new university didn’t have a speech department, I chose to
become an English major.

In Austin, we had taken many classes together. Now in our third year, we were both taking courses in
our majors. We only saw each other between classes, or if we rode together in his car or mine to the
university.

Besides English classes, I enrolled in a Texas history class. The professor would take roll by reading
out an entire name. It was something about the way he said, “Diane Theresa Gonzales,” putting in all
the Spanish accents on my names that made me feel so proud of myself as a Mexican American. That
first day he called my name, he also added, “And what does a person named Diana Teresa Gonzalez
plan to do with her life?

At the time, I could only shrug and say, “I'm not sure yet.”

My history class was filled with interesting people who had significant life experiences that fascinated
me. Many of them were “older” students who had returned to college to finally earn their degree. My
self-confidence grew as my history professor welcomed my visits to his office, answered my questions
about wrong answers on a test, and suggested ways to expand my topic for a research paper.

In my English courses, teachers recognized the way I listened to them. I internalized their ideas and
added my own. In my major courses, I wasn’t made to feel like I didn’t know what I was doing, or that
my thoughts didn’t matter.

That’s not what I remember about the big university in Austin, and taking classes with my boyfriend.
The classes were so big that no professor knew my name. If my boyfriend was in the class, he
monopolized my time, and we spent time outside of classes with his ROTC friends and no one else.

Who was this person, Diane Theresa Gonzales? When my Texas history professor asked me to take
the next class he was teaching, I enrolled, even though history wasn’t my major. By the end of the
spring semester, I became a double major and loved every minute of my courses in English and
history.

By then I knew I wanted to be a teacher. I started to take an active role in my education and enrolled
in courses that interested me. Unfortunately, my courses didn’t fit into my boyfriend’s schedule. We
took our own cars to the university the following year. Sometimes we saw each other at lunch. He was
working for my father by then, so we saw each other after work or school.

Croated by Expodilioniny Lezining, on behal{ of Public Consulling Gronp, Ing,
G Public Gonsulling Group, e, with 8 perpetaal lieenss gunled o xpedilionary
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“My Own True Name”
Chocolate for a Teen’s Spirit

Coming back to San Antonio also set into motion other events that would change my life, too. The fall
semester of my senior year, I met an old friend at church and continued to see him every Sunday.
Eventually, I ended my relationship with my old boyfriend and started dating the man I Would
eventually marry. ' .

I imagine that some people think that going away to college, only to return two years later;, could be a
failure of sorts. However, returning to my hometown, to a brand-new university where the students
were anxious to learn, not party, gave me a chance to discover who I was. .

As I remember this time of life, I see that my identity had formed as an individual. I became a person
separate from my parents, my family, and my boyfriend. I realize now that a person doesn’t have to
leave home for college to “separate” and become an individual. We become individuals when we make
the time to discover our own true name, and learn to say it proudly.

From CHOCOLATE FOR A TEEN’S SPIRIT by Kay Allenbaugh

Copyright © 2002 by Kay Allenbaugh

Reprinted by arrangement with Fireside, a Division of Simon & Schuster, Inc.
All rights reserved.

Croated by Expeditionary Learning, on behalf of Public Gonsulting Group, Inc,
@ Public Consulting Group, ne., with a perpetuat ficense granted to Expedilionary
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Text-Dependent Questions:
“‘My Own True Name”
Name:
Date:
Questions Answers

1. What evidence do we have so far that the
author is beginning to change her perspective
on what she wants from life?

2. How does this paragraph serve as evidence
that the author’s sense of self-worth is
becoming stronger?

3. The paragraph states that the author
internalized the professors’ ideas. What does
this mean? How can you use context clues to
find out?

4. This paragraph discusses how the author’s
time was monopolized by her boyfriend. The
prefix “mono” means “singular,” or “only.”
Knowing this, what do you think monopolized
means? Rephrase the sentence to have the
same meaning without the term monopolized.

Croaled by Usgaeditioniny | ezoning, onbehali of Public Consolting Growg, Ine,
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World War Two - Introduction to WWII

by ReadWorks

hftps://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Polish_border 1939.jpg

After World War |, Germany was defeated. The peace agreement that ended the war left the
country humiliated but not crippled. In their humiliation, Germans looked for a powerful leader.
Many Germans were dissatisfied with their government and wanted change. In the 1930s, a
political group called the Nazi Party came to power.

A man named Adolf Hitler was the Fuhrer, or supreme leader, of the Nazi Party. In 1933, Hitler
was appointed chancellor of Germany. He became head of the German parliament. Hitler
wanted power. He broke the World War | peace treaty and began to build an army. Hitler
threatened the balance of peace all over Europe.

Meanwhile, two other countries were following Germany's lead. Powerful dictators in Italy and
Japan were building up their own armies. On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland.
World War Il began. For the second time in 25 years, the world was fighting a global war.

Britain and France were allies with Poland and declared war on Germany. Hitler's strategy
was called blitzkrieg. This German word translates to "lightning war." The German army
toppled countries before the countries knew what hit them. By June, Hitler had captured
Paris, France.

ReadWorks.org « © 2012 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



ReadWorks’ World War Two - Introduction to WWII

Italy, Japan, and Germany would become the Axis powers of World War II. Their hunger for
military might was quite different from the desire for peace in the United States. The United
States watched from a distance as the Axis powers fought against other countries all over the
world. People in the U.S. were worried, but they were isolationists. Americans did not want to
get involved in another world war.

For two years the United States tried to ignore the war. At the end of 1941, the U.S. was
pulled into the war. The country was attacked by Japan. On December 8, 1941, the U.S.
declared war on Japan. In return, Germany and ltaly declared war on the United States.

The main Axis powers in World War Il were Germany, ltaly, and Japan. They fought against
the Allied powers, which were mainly made of the United Kingdom, the U.S., France, and the
U.S.S.R. World War Il lasted until the end of summer in 1945 when Japan was the last of the
Axis powers to surrender.

ReadWorks.org * © 2012 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



ReadWorks’ World War Two - Introduction to WWII - Comprehension Questions

Name: Date:
1. According to the text, what did Germans look for after World War |?

A. a powerful leader
B. a peace treaty
C. a political group

D. a German parliament

2. The text describes the series of events that led to the outbreak of World War 1l and
the involvement of the United States in World War Il. What happened after the United

States was attacked by Japan?
A. World War Il began.
B. The U.S. declared war on Japan.
C. ltaly and Japan built up their armies.

D. Hitler became chancellor of Germany.

3. Read these sentences from the text.

On September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland. World War II
began. For the second time in 25 years, the world was fighting a
global war.

Britain and France were allies with Poland and declared war on
Germany. Hitler's strategy was called blitzkrieg . This German
word translates to "lightning war." The German army toppled

countries before the countries knew what hit them.

Based on this information, what can be concluded about the countries Germany
attacked?

A. They were prepared to defend themselves against Germany.
B. They were not prepared to defend themselves against Germany.
C. They wanted to make peace with Germany and support Hitler.

D. They were able to easily fight off Germany.

ReadWorks.org - © 2023 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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4. Based on the text, how did Hitler seek power?

A. by making peace treaties with other countries
B. by creating a larger parliament for Germany
C. by taking over Japan and ltaly

D. by building an army and defeating other countries
5. What is this text mostly about?

A. the political groups in Germany

B. the relations among the Axis powers
C. what led up to World War Il

D. the role of the U.S. in World War Il

6. Read these sentences from the text.

Britain and France were allies with Poland and declared war on

Germany. Hitler's strategy was called blitzkrieg . This German
word translates to "lightning war." The German army toppled
countries before the countries knew what hit them.

As used in these sentences, what does the word "toppled" mean?

A. beat or conquered
B. built up or developed
C. allied with or befriended

D. made fun of or teased

ReadWorks.org - © 2023 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

People in the United States did not want to get involved in another European war.
, when the country was attacked by Japan, it decided to enter World War 11.

A. In summary
B. However
C. For example

D. For instance

8. According to the text, who threatened the balance of peace all over Europe?

9. How was Hitler the type of leader Germany was looking for after World War 1? Use
evidence from the text to support your answer.

ReadWorks.org + © 2023 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Growing Up
By Gary Soto
1990

Gary Soto is an American poet, novelist, and memoirist. In this short story, a teenage girl decides
not to go on vacation with her family. As you read, take notes on Maria’s emotions throughout
the story.

[11 Now that Maria was a tenth-grader, she felt
she was too grown-up to have to go on family
vacation. Last year, the family had driven
three hundred miles to see their uncle in West
Covina. There was nothing to do. The days
were hot, with a yellow sky thick with smog
they could feel on their fingertips. They played
cards and watched game shows on television.
After the first four days of doing nothing while
the grown-ups sat around talking, the kids
finally got to go to Disneyland.

"Vocho 1" by Sara Garnica is licensed under

Disneyland stood tall with castles and bright Cco.

flags. The Matterhorn had wild dips and

curves that took your breath away if you closed your eyes and screamed. The Pirates of the
Caribbean didn't scare anyone but was fun anyway, and so were the teacups, and It's a Small
World. The parents spoiled the kids, giving each of them five dollars to spend on trinkets."
Maria's younger sister, Irma, bought a Pinocchio coloring book and a candy bracelet. Her
brothers, Rudy and John, spent their money on candy that made their teeth blue.

Maria saved her money. She knew everything was overpriced, like the Mickey Mouse balloons
you could get for a fraction of the price in Fresno. Of course, the balloon at Hanoian's
supermarket didn't have a Mickey Mouse Face, but it would bounce and float and eventually
pop like any other balloon.

Maria folded her five dollars, tucked it in her red purse, and went on rides until she got sick.
After that, she sat on a bench, jealously watching other teenage girls who seemed much better
dressed than she was. She felt stricken by poverty.2 All the screaming kids in nice clothes

1. asmall toy
2. Poverty (noun) the state of being extremely poor
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probably came from homes with swimming pools in their backyards, she thought. Yes, her
father was a foreman? at a paper mill, and yes, she had a Dough-boy swimming pool4 in her
backyard, but still, things were not the same. She had felt poor, and her sundress, which
seemed snappy in Fresno, was out of style at Disneyland, where every other kid was wearing
Esprit shirts and Guess jeans.

This year Maria's family planned to visit an uncle in San Jose. Her father promised to take them
to Great America,” but she knew that the grown-ups would sit around talking for days before
they remembered the kids and finally got up and did something. They would have to wait until
the last day before they could go to Great America. It wasn't worth the boredom.

“Dad, I'm not going this year,” Maria said to her father, He sat at the table with the newspaper in
front of him.

“What do you mean?” he asked, slowly looking up. He thought a moment and said, “When | was
a kid we didn't have money for vacations. | would have been happy to go with my father.”

“I know, | know. You've said that a hundred times,” she snapped.
“What did you say?" he asked, pushing his newspaper aside.

Everything went quiet. Maria could hear the hum of the refrigerator and her brothers out in the
front yard arguing over a popsicle stick, and her mother in the backyard watering the strip of
grass that ran along the patio.

Her father's eyes locked on her with a dark stare. Maria had seen that stare before. She pleaded
in a soft daughterly voice, “We never do anything. It's boring. Don't you understand?”

“No, | don't understand. | work all year, and if | want to go on a vacation, then | go. And my
family goes too.” He took a swallow of ice water, and glared.

“You have it so easy,” he continued. “In Chihuahua, my town, we worked hard. You worked,
even Jos chavalosi® And you showed respect to your parents, something you haven’t learned.”

Here it comes, Maria thought, stories about his childhood in Mexico, She wanted to stuff her
ears with wads of newspaper to keep from hearing him. She could recite his stories word-for-
word. She couldn't wait until she was in college and away from them.

a worker who supervises others
a brand of above-ground pools
an amusement park

Spanish for “the kids”

o w kW
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“Do you know my father worked in the mines? That he nearly lost his life? And today his lungs
are bad.” He pounded his chest with hard, dirt-creased knuckles.

Maria pushed back her hair and looked out the window at her brothers running around in the
front yard. She couldn't stand it anymore. She got up and walked away, and when he yelled for
her to come back, she ignored him. She locked herself in her bedroom and tried to read
Seventeen, thought she could hear her father complaining to her mother, who had come in
when she had heard the yelling.

“Habla con tu mocosa,”7

she heard him say.

She heard the refrigerator door open. He was probably getting a beer, a “cold one,” as he would
say. She flipped through the pages of her magazine and stopped at a Levi's ad of a girl about
her age walking between two happy-looking guys on a beach. She wished she were that girl,
that she had another life. She turned the page and thought, | bet you he gets drunk and drives
crazy tomorrow.

Maria's mother was putting away a pitcher of Kool-Aid the boys had left out. She looked at her
husband, who was fumbling with a wadded-up napkin. His eyes were dark, and his thoughts
were on Mexico, where a father was respected and his word, right or wrong, was final. “Rafael,
she’s growing up; she's a teenager. She talks like that, but she still loves you.”

“Sure, and that's how she shows her love, by talking back to her father.” He rubbed the back of
his neck and turned his head, trying to make the stiffness go away. He knew it was true, but he
was the man of the house and no daughter of his was going to tell him what to do.

Instead, it was his wife, Eva, who told him what to do. “Let the girl stay. She’s big now. She don't
want to go on rides no more, She can stay with her nina."®

The father drank his beer and argued, but eventually agreed to let his daughter stay.

The family rose just after six the next day and was ready to go by seven-thirty. Maria stayed in
her room. She wanted to apologize to her father but couldn’t. She knew that if she said, “Dad,
I'm sorry,” she would break into tears. Her father wanted to come into her room and say, “We'll
do something really special this vacation. Come with us, honey.” But it was hard for him to show
his emotions around his children, especially when he tried to make up to them.

The mother kissed Maria. “Maria, | want you to clean the house and then walk over to your
nina's. | want no monkey business while we're gone, do you hear me?”

7. Spanish for “talk to your brat”
8. godmother
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"Si, Mama.”

“Here’s the key. You water the plants inside and turn on the sprinkler every couple of days.” She
handed Maria the key and hugged her. “You be good. Now, come say goodbye to your father.”

Reluctantly, she walked out in her robe to the front yard and, looking down at the ground, said
goodbye to the garden hose at his feet.

After they left, Maria lounged in her pajamas listening to the radio and thumbing through
magazines. Then she got up, fixed herself a bowl of Cocoa Puffs, and watched “American
Bandstand.” Her dream was to dance on the show, to look at the camera, smile and let
everyone in Fresno see that she could have a good time, too.

But an ill feeling stirred inside her. She felt awful about arguing with her father, She felt bad for
her mother and two brothers, who would have to spend the next three hours in the car with
him. Maybe he would do something crazy, like crash the car on purpose to get back at her, or
fall asleep and run the car into an irrigation ditch. And it would be her fault.

She turned the radio to a news station. She listened for half an hour, but most of the news was
about warships in the Persian Gulf and a tornado in Texas. There was no mention of her family.

Maria began to calm down because, after all, her father was really nice beneath his gruffness.
She dressed slowly, made some swishes with the broom in the kitchen, and let the hose run in
a flower bed while she painted her toenails with her mother’s polish. Afterward, she called her
friend Becky to tell her that her parents had let her stay home, that she was free — for five days
at least.

“Great,” Becky said. “l wish my mom and dad would go away and let me stay by myself.”

“No, | have to stay with my godmother.” She made a mental note to give her ning a call. “Becky,
let's go to the mall and check out the boys.”

“All right.”
“I'll be over pretty soon.”

Maria called her nina, who said it was OK for her to go shopping, but to be at her house for
dinnertime by six. After hanging up, Maria took off her jeans and T-Shirt, and changed into a
dress. She went through her mother’s closet to borrow a pair of shoes and drenched her wrists
in Charlie perfume. She put on coral-pink lipstick and smudge of blue eye shadow. She felt
beautiful, although a little self-conscious. She took off some of the lipstick and ran water over
her wrists to dilute® the fragrance.

While she walked the four blocks to Becky's house, she beamed happiness until she passed a
man who was on his knees pulling weeds from his flower bed. At his side, a radio was reporting
a traffic accident. A big rig had overturned after hitting a car near Salinas, twenty miles from
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San Jose.

A wave of fear ran through her. Maybe it was them. Her smile disappeared, and her shoulders
slouched. No, it couldn’t be, she thought. Salinas is not that close to San Jose. Then again,
maybe her father wanted to travel through Salinas because it was a pretty valley with wide
plains and oak trees, and horses and cows that stared as you passed them in your speeding
car. But maybe it did happen; maybe they had gotten in an awful wreck.

By the time she got to Becky's house, she was riddled® with guilt, since it was she who would
have disturbed her father and made him crash.

“Hi,” she said to Becky, trying to look cheerful.
"You look terrific, Maria,” Becky said. “Mom, look at Maria. Come inside for a bit.”

Maria blushed when Becky's mother said she looked gorgeous. She didn't know what to do
except stare at the carpet and say, “Thank you, Mrs. Ledesma.”

Becky's mother gave them a ride to the mall, but they'd have to take a bus back. The girls first
went to Macy’s, where they hunted for a sweater, something flashy but not too flashy. Then
they left to have a Coke and sit by the fountain under an artificial tree. They watched people
walk by, especially the boys, who they agreed, were dumb but cute nevertheless.

They went to The Gap, where they tried on some skirts, and ventured into The Limited, where
they walked up and down the aisles breathing in the rich smells of 100-percent wool and silk.
They were about to leave, when Maria heard once again on someone’s portable radio that a
family had been killed in an auto accident near Salinas. Maria stopped smiling for a moment as
she pictured her family’s overturned Malibu station wagon.

Becky sensed that something was wrong and asked, “How come you're so quiet?”

Maria forced a smile. “Oh, nothing, | was just thinking.”

“bout what?”

Maria thought quickly. “Oh, I think | left the water on at home.” This could have been true. Maria
remembered pulling the hose from the flower bed, but couldn’t remember if she had turned

the water off.

Afterward they rode the bus home with nothing to show for their three hours of shopping

9. Dilute (verb) to make something thinner or weaker by adding water
10. Riddle (verb) to fill with something undesirable or unpleasant
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except a small bag of See's candies. But it had been a good day. Two boys had followed them,
joking and flirting, and they had flirted back. The girls gave them made-up telephone numbers,
then turned away and laughed into their hands.

"They're fools,” Becky said, “but cute.”

Maria left Becky when they got off the bus, and started off to her nina’s house. Then she
remembered that the garden hose might still be running at home. She hurried home, clip-
clopping clumsily in her mother's shoes.

The garden hose was rolled neatly against the trellis."" Maria decided to check the mail and
went inside. When she pushed open the door, the living room gave off a quietness she had
never heard before. Usually the TV was on, her younger brothers and sister were playing, and
her mother could be heard in the kitchen. When the telephone rang, Maria jumped. She kicked
off her shoes, ran to the phone, and picked up the receiver only to hear a distant clicking
sound.

“Hello, hello?” Maria’s heart began to thump. Her mind went wild with possibilities. An accident,
she thought, they're in an accident, and it's all my fault. “Who is it? Dad? Mom?”

She hung up and looked around the room. The clock on the television set glowed 5:15. She
gathered the mail, changed into jeans, and left for her nina’s house with a shopping bag
containing her nightie12 and a toothbrush.

Her nina was happy to see her. She took Maria's head in her hands and gave it a loud kiss.
“Dinner is almost ready,” she said, gently pulling her inside.
“Oh, good. Becky and | only had popcorn for lunch.”

They had a quiet evening together. After dinner, they sat on the porch watching the stars. Maria
wanted to ask her nina if she had heard from her parents. She wanted to know if the police had
called to report that they had gotten into an accident. But she just sat on the porch swing,
letting anxiety eat a hole in her soul.

The family was gone for four days. Maria prayed for them, prayed that she would not wake up
to a phone call saying that their car had been found in a ditch. She made a list of the ways she
could be nicer to them: doing the dishes without being asked, watering the lawn, hugging her
father after work, and playing with her youngest brother, even if it bored her to tears.

11. aframework of wood or metal for trees or climbing plants
12. pajamas
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At night Maria worried herself sick listening to the radio for news of an accident. She thought of
her uncle Shorty and how he fell asleep and crashed his car in the small town of Medota. He
lived confined to a motorized wheelchair and was scarred with burns on the left side of his face.

“Oh, please, don't let anything like that happen to them,” she prayed.

In the morning she could barely look at the newspaper. She feared that if she unfolded it, the
front page would feature a story about a family from Fresno who had flown off the roller
coaster at Great America. Or that a shark had attacked them as they bobbed happily among the
white-tipped waves. Something awful is going happen, she said to herself as she poured Rice
Krispies into a bowl.

But nothing happened. Her family returned home, dark from lying on the beach and full of
great stories about the Santa Cruz boardwalk and Great America and an Egyptian Museum.
They had done more this year than in all their previous vacations.

“Oh, we had fun,” her mother said, pounding sand from her shoes before entering the house.
Her father gave her a tight hug as her brothers ran by, dark from hours of swimming.

Maria stared at the floor, miffed."® How dare they have so much fun? While she worried herself
sick about them, they had splashed in the waves, stayed at Great America until nightfall, and
eaten at all kinds of restaurants. They even went shopping for fall school clothes.

Feeling resentful as Johnny described a ride that dropped straight down and threw your
stomach into your mouth, Maria turned away and went off to her bedroom, where she kicked
off her shoes and thumbed through an old Seventeen. Her family was alive and as obnoxious as
ever. She took back all her promises. From now on she would keep to herself and ignore them.
When they asked, “Maria, would you help me?” she would pretend not to hear and walk away.

"They're heartless,” she muttered. “Here | am worrying about them, and there they are having
fun.” She thought of the rides they had gone on, the hours of body surfing, the handsome boys
she didn't get to see, the restaurants, and the museum. Her eyes filled with tears. For the first
time in years, she hugged a doll, the one her grandmother Lupe had stitched together from
rags to old clothes.

“Something’s wrong with me,” she cried softly. She turned on her radio and heard about a
single-engine plane that had crashed in Cupertino, a city not far from San Jose. She thought of
the plane and the people inside, how the pilot's family would suffer.

13. annoyed
14. Resentful (adjective) feeling or expressing bitterness or irritation
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[70] She hugged her doll. Something was happening to her, and it might be that she was growing
up. When the news ended, and a song started playing, she got up and washed her face without

looking in the mirror.

That night the family went out for Chinese food. Although her brothers fooled around, cracked
jokes, and spilled a soda, she was happy. She ate a lot, and when her fortune cookie said, “You
are mature and sensible,” she had to agree. And her father and mother did too. The family
drove home singing the words to “La Bamba” along with the car radio.

"Growing Up" from Baseball in April and other stories by Gary Soto. Copyright © 1990 by Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Used by permission of Publisher. All rights reserved.

Unless otherwise noted, this content is licensed under the CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete
sentences.

1. PART A: Which statement best expresses a theme of the short story?

Being a teenager can be a difficult and confusing time.

Family vacations are a good way to keep family members close.
The world encourages kids to grow up too quickly.

Most teenagers aren't ready for the independence they are given.

OnNnuwp

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A?

A, "She felt stricken by poverty. All the screaming kids in nice clothes
probably came from homes with swimming pools in their backyards, she
thought.” (Paragraph 4)

B.  ™lworkall year, and if | want to go on a vacation, then | go. And my family
goes too.' He took a swallow of ice water, and glared." (Paragraph 12)
C.  "Let the girl stay. She's big now. She don't want to go on rides no more.

She can stay with her nina." (Paragraph 21)

D.  "Her eyes filled with tears. For the first time in years, she hugged a doll, the
one her grandmother Lupe had stitched together from rags to old
clothes." (Paragraph 68)

3. Which option describes the main purpose of paragraphs 14-16 in the story?
A.  They suggest that Maria and her father have never had a good
relationship.
B.  They suggest that Maria gets her short temper from her father.

C.  Theyshow how Maria and her father struggle to understand each other's
experiences.

D.  They show how Maria is a spoiled child who has never had to listen to her
parents.

4.  How does Maria's attitude towards her family change throughout the text?

A.  Maria's attitude swings between feeling loved by her family to feeling
unappreciated.

B.  Maria's attitude shifts from worrying about her family to being incredibly
angry with them,

C.  Maria remains angry with her family from when they leave for vacation
until they return.

D.  Maria feels guilty throughout the text, for being mean to her family and
not going on vacation with them.
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5.  How does Maria's changing attitude emphasize the theme of the short story? Use
details from the text to support your answer.

10
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Name: Class:

The Stolen Party

By Liliana Heker
1982

Liliana Heker (b. 1943) is an Argentine author who has been writing professionally since she was
17. In this short story, a young girl in Argentina argues with her mother about attending a
birthday party. Practice analyzing how character interactions develop the conflict in a story.

As soon as she arrived she went straight to
the kitchen to see if the monkey was there. It
was: what a relief. She wouldn't have liked to
admit that her mother had been right.
Monkeys at a birthday? Her mother had
sneered. Get away with you, believing any
nonsense you're told! She was cross, but not
because of the monkey, the girl thought; it's
just because of the party.

“I don't like you going,” she told her. “It's a rich
people’s party.” “Untitled" by Christopher Martyn is licensed

under CCO.
“Rich people go to Heaven too,” said the girl,

who studied religion at school.

“Get away with Heaven,” said the mother. “The problem with you, young lady, is that you like to
fart higher than your a—."

The girl didn't approve of the way her mother spoke. She was barely nine, and one of the best
in her class.

“I'm going because I've been invited,” she said. “And I've been invited because Luciana is my
friend. So there.”

“Ah yes, your friend,” her mother grumbled. She paused. “Listen, Rosaura,” she said at last.
“That one’s not your friend. You know what you are to them? The maid's daughter, that's what.”

Rosaura blinked hard: she wasn't going to cry. Then she yelled: “Shut up! You know nothing
about being friends!”

Every afternoon she used to go to Luciana’s house and they would both finish their homework
while Rosaura's mother did the cleaning. They had their tea in the kitchen and they told each
other secrets. Rosaura loved everything in the big house, and she also loved the people who
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lived there.

“I'm going because it will be the most lovely party in the whole world, Luciana told me it would.
There will be a magician, and he will bring a monkey and everything.”

The mother swung around to take a good look at her child, and pompously put her hands on
her hips.

“Monkeys at a birthday?” she said. “Get away with you, believing any nonsense you're told!”

Rosaura was deeply offended. She thought it unfair of her mother to accuse other people of
being liars simply because they were rich. Rosaura too wanted to be rich, of course. If one day
she managed to live in a beautiful palace, would her mother stop loving her? She felt very sad.
She wanted to go to that party more than anything else in the world.

“I'll die if | don't go,” she whispered, almost without moving her lips.

She wasn't sure whether she had been heard, but on the morning of the party she discovered
that her mother had starched her Christmas dress. And in the afternoon, after washing her
hair, her mother rinsed it in apple vinegar so that it would be all nice and shiny. Before going
out, Rosaura admired herself in the mirror, with her white dress and glossy hair, and thought
she looked terribly pretty. Sefiora Ines also seemed to notice. As soon as she saw her, she said:
“How lovely you look today, Rosaura.”

Rosaura gave her starched skirt a slight toss with her hands and walked into the party with a
firm step. She said hello to Luciana and asked about the monkey. Luciana put on a secretive
look and whispered into Rosaura’s ear: “He’s in the kitchen. But don't tell anyone, because it's a
surprise.”

Rosaura wanted to make sure. Carefully she entered the kitchen and there she saw it: deep in
thought, inside its cage. It looked so funny that the girl stood there for a while, watching it, and
later, every so often, she would slip out of the party unseen and go and admire it. Rosaura was
the only one allowed into the kitchen. Sefiora Ines had said: “You yes, but not the others, they're
much too boisterous, they might break something.” Rosaura had never broken anything. She
even managed the jug of orange juice, carrying it from the kitchen into the dining room. She
held it carefully and didn't spill a single drop. And Sefiora Ines had said: “Are you sure you can
manage a jug as big as that?” Of course she could manage. She wasn't a butterfingers, like the
others. Like that blonde girl with the bow in her hair. As soon as she saw Rosaura, the girl with
the bow had said: “And you? Who are you?”

“I'm a friend of Luciana,” said Rosaura.

“No," said the girl with the bow, “you are not a friend of Luciana because I'm her cousin and |
know all her friends. And | don't know you.”

“So what,” said Rosaura. “l come here every afternoon with my mother and we do our
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homework together.”

“You and your mother do your homework together?” asked the girl, laughing.

“I'and Luciana do our homework together,” said Rosaura, very seriously.

The girl with the bow shrugged her shoulders.

“That's not being friends,” she said. “Do you go to school together?”

“No."

“So where do you know her from?” said the girl, getting impatient.

Rosaijra remembered her mother's words perfectly. She took a deep breath.

“I'm the daughter of the employee,” she said.

Her mother had said very clearly: “if someone asks, you say you're the daughter of the
employee; that's all.” She also told her to add: “And proud of it.” But Rosaura thought that never
in her life would she dare say something of the sort.

“What employee?” said the girl with the bow. “Employee in a shop?”

“No,"” said Rosaura angrily. “My mother doesn't sell anything in any shop, so there.”

“So how come she’s an employee?” said the girl with the bow.

Just then Sefiora Ines arrived saying shh shh, and asked Rosaura if she wouldn't mind helping
serve out the hot dogs, as she knew the house so much better than the others,

“See?” said Rosaura to the girl with the bow, and when no one was looking she kicked her in the
shin.

Apart from the girl with the bow, all the others were delightful. The one she liked best was
Luciana, with her golden birthday crown; and then the boys. Rosaura won the sack race, and
nobody managed to catch her when they played tag. When they split into two teams to play
charades, all the boys wanted her for their side. Rosaura felt she had never been so happy in all
her life.

But the best was still to come. The best came after Luciana blew out the candles. First the cake.
Sefiora Ines had asked her to help pass the cake around, and Rosaura had enjoyed the task
immensely, Thecause everyone called out to her, shouting “Me, mel" Rosaura remembered a
story in which there was a queen who had the power of life or death over her subjects. She had
always loved that, having the power of life or death. To Luciana and the boys she gave the
largest pieces, and to the girl with the bow she gave a slice so thin one could see through it.
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After the cake came the magician, tall and bony, with a fine red cape. A true magician: he could
untie handkerchiefs by blowing on them and make a chain with links that had no openings. He
could guess what cards were pulled out from a pack, and the monkey was his assistant. He
called the monkey “partner.” “Let's see here, partner,” he would say, “turn over a card.” And,
“Don't run away, partner: time to work now.”

The final trick was wonderful. One of the children had to hold the monkey in his arms and the
magician said he would make him disappear.

"What, the boy?” they all shouted.

“No, the monkey!” shouted back the magician.

Rosaura thought that this was truly the most amusing party in the whole world.

The magician asked a small fat boy to come and help, but the small fat boy got frightened
almost at once and dropped the monkey on the floor. The magician picked him up carefully,
whispered something in his ear, and the monkey nodded almost as if he understood.

“You mustn't be so unmanly, my friend,” the magician said to the fat boy.

The magician turned around as if to look for spies.

“A sissy,” said the magician. “Go sit down.”

Then he stared at all the faces, one by one. Rosaura felt her heart tremble.

“You with the Spanish eyes,” said the magician. And everyone saw that he was pointing at her.
She wasn't afraid, neither holding the monkey, nor when the magician made him vanish; not
even when, at the end, the magician flung his red cape over Rosaura’s head and uttered a few
magic words... and the monkey reappeared, chattering happily, in her arms. The children
clapped furiously. And before Rosaura returned to her seat, the magician said: “Thank you very

much, my little countess."

She was so pleased with the compliment that a while later, when her mother came to fetch her,
that was the first thing she told her.

“I helped the magician and he said to me, ‘Thank you very much, my little countess.”

1. Immensely (adverb) hugely; very much
2. anoblewoman; a woman with power, wealth, and status
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It was strange because up to then Rosaura had thought that she was angry with her mother. All
along Rosaura had imagined that she would say to her: “See that the monkey wasn't a lie?” But
instead she was so thrilled that she told her mother all about the wonderful magician.

Her mother tapped her on the head and said: “So now we're a countess!”
But one could see that she was beaming.

And now they both stood in the entrance, because a moment ago Sefiora Ines, smiling, had
said: “Please wait here a second.” Her mother suddenly seemed worried.

“What is it?” she asked Rosaura.

“What is what?" said Rosaura. “It's nothing; she just wants to get the presents for those who are
leaving, see?”

She pointed at the fat boy and at a girl with pigtails who were also waiting there, next to their
mothers. And she explained about the presents. She knew, because she had been watching
those who left before her. When one of the girls was about to leave, Sefiora Ines would give her
a bracelet. When a boy left, Sefiora Ines gave him a yo-yo. Rosaura preferred the yo-yo because
it sparkled, but she didn't mention that to her mother. Her mother might have said: “So why
don't you ask for one, you blockhead?” That's what her mother was like. Rosaura didn't feel like
explaining that she'd be horribly ashamed to be the odd one out. Instead she said: "l was the
best-behaved at the party.”

And she said no more because Sefiora Ines came out into the hall with two bags, one pink and
one blue.

First she went up to the fat boy, gave him a yo-yo out of the blue bag, and the fat boy left with
his mother. Then she went up to the girl and gave her a bracelet out of the pink bag, and the
girl with the pigtails left as well.

Finally she came up to Rosaura and her mother. She had a big smile on her face and Rosaura
liked that. Sefiora Ines looked down at her, then looked up at her mother, and then said
something that made Rosaura proud:

“What a marvelous daughter you have, Herminia.”
For an instant, Rosaura thought that she'd give her two presents: the bracelet and the yo-yo.
Sefiora Ines bent down as if about to look for something. Rosaura also leaned forward,

stretching out her arm. But she never completed the movement.

Sefiora Ines didn't look in the pink bag. Nor did she look in the blue bag. Instead she
rummaged? in her purse. In her hand appeared two bills.

“You really and truly earned this,” she said handing them over. “Thank you for all your help, my

5
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pet.”

[65] Rosaura felt her arms stiffen, stick close to her body, and then she noticed her mother’s hand
on her shoulder. Instinctively she pressed herself against her mother's body. That was all.
Except her eyes. Rosaura’s eyes had a cold, clear look that fixed itself on Sefiora Ines's face.

Sefiora Ines, motionless, stood there with her hand outstretched. As if she didn't dare draw it
back. As if the slightest change might shatter an infinitely4 delicate °balance.

"The Stolen Party” by Liliana Heker, © 1982, which appeared in Other Fires: Short Fiction by Latin
American Women, edited and translated by Alberto Manguel, © 1985. Reprinted by permission of
Westwood Creative Artists Ltd.

Unless otherwise noted, this content is licensed under the CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license

3. Rummage (verb) to search around in an unorganized way
4, Infinitely (adverb) unendingly; extremely
5. Delicate (adjective) easily broken or damaged
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete

sentences.

1. Which statement best identifies a theme of the text?

A.

B.
C.
D

Children are clueless about how cruel other people can be.
Adults are sometimes cruel to children for no reason.
Class differences can negatively impact the way people are treated.

Class differences are unimportant and people are usually able to look
beyond them.

2. Which passage from the text best demonstrates the difference of class between
Rosaura and Luciana?

A.

"That one's not your friend. You know what you are to them? The maid's
daughter, that's what." (Paragraph 7)

"They had their tea in the kitchen and they told each other secrets.
Rosaura loved everything in the big house, and she also loved the people
who lived there." (Paragraph 9)

"Rosaura remembered a story in which there was a queen who had the
power of life or death over her subjects." (Paragraph 36)

"Rosaura didn't feel like explaining that she'd be horribly ashamed to be
the odd one out. Instead she said: 'l was the best-behaved at the party."™
(Paragraph 57)

3. Which quote from the text best describes why Rosaura's mother doesn't want her to

go to the party?

A.  "Monkeys at a birthday? Her mother had sneered. Get away with you,
believing any nonsense you're told!" (Paragraph 1)

B.  "Get away with Heaven,' said the mother. 'The problem with you, young
lady, is that you like to fart higher than your a—."" (Paragraph 4)

C. "L jsten, Rosaura,' she said at last. 'That one's not your friend. You know
what you are to them? The maid's daughter, that's what." (Paragraph 7)

D. "The mother swung around to take a good look at her child, and

pompously put her hands on her hips." (Paragraph 11)

4.  How does Luciana's birthday party create conflict in the story?

A.

B.
C.
D

It causes Luciana to leave Rosaura off the invitation list.
It causes Sefiora Ines to bring a monkey into the house.
It causes the girl with the bow to be jealous of Rosaura.
It causes Rosaura to disagree with her mother.
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How does Sefiora Ines's offer of money affect Rosaura?

A. It hurts her feelings.

B It makes her feel powerful.

C. It makes her dislike Luciana.

D It tells her that she is a valued friend.

How is the conflict in the story resolved?

A Luciana makes it clear that she does not think of Rosaura as a friend.

B.  Rosaura realizes her mother was right about her friendship with Luciana.

C.  Sefiora Ines makes it clear that she sees Rosaura and her mother as
friends.

D.  Rosaura's mother realizes Rosaura was right about her friendship with
Luciana.

How do events on the day of the party affect the conflict between Rosaura and her
mother?
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Name: Class:

Self-Concept

By Saul McLeod
2008

Self-concept refers to how people "think about, evaluate, or perceive" themselves. Psychologist
Carl Rogers splits the idea of self-concept into three different components, namely self-image,
self-esteem, and ideal self. In this text, Saul McLeod explains each of these ideas in more detail,
As you read, take notes on how self-image, self-esteem, and ideal self are different from one
another.

[1] The term self-concept is a general term used
to refer to how someone thinks about,
evaluates or perceives themselves. To be
aware of oneself is to have a concept of
oneself. [...]

Carl Rogers (1959) believes that the self-
concept has three different components:

+  The view you have of yourself (Self-
image)

"Rainy Days" by martinak15 is licensed under

- How much value you place on CCBY 2.0.
yourself (Self-esteem or self-worth)

What you wish you were really like (Ideal self)
Self-image

What you see in yourself

This does not necessarily have to reflect reality. Indeed a person with anorexia' who is thin may
have a self-image in which the person believes they are fat. A person's self-image is affected by
many factors, such as parental influences, friends, the media etc.

Kuhn (1960) investigated the self-image by using The Twenty Statements Test.

1. atype of eating disorder
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[5] He asked people to answer the question “Who Am [?” in 20 different ways. He found that the
responses could be divided into two major groups. These were social roles (external or objective
aspects of oneself such as son, teacher, friend) and personality traits (internal or affective?
aspects of oneself such as gregarious,3 impatient, humorous).

The list of answers to the question “Who Am I?” probably include examples of each of the
following four types of responses:

1. Physical Description: I'm tall, have blue eyes... etc.

2. Social Roles: We are all social beings whose behavior is shaped to some extent by the
roles we play. Such roles as student, housewife, or member of the football team not only
help others to recognize us but also help us to know what is expected of us in various

situations.

3. Personal Traits: These are a third dimension of our self-descriptions. “I'm impulsive...
I'm generous... | tend to worry a lot...” etc.

4, Existential Statements (abstract ones): These can range from “I'm a child of the
universe” to “I'm a human being” to “I'm a spiritual being...” etc.

Typically young people describe themselves more in terms of personal traits, whereas older
people feel defined to a greater extent by their social roles.

Self-Esteem & Self-Worth

The extent to which you value yourself

Self-esteem refers to the extent to which we like, accept, or approve of ourselves, or how much
we value ourselves. Self-esteem always involves a degree of evaluation and we may have either
a positive or a negative view of ourselves.

HIGH SELF-ESTEEM i.e. we have a positive view of ourselves. This tends to lead to:

« Confidence in our own abilities

+ Self acceptance

2. relating to moods, feelings, and attitudes
3. Gregarious (adjective) enjoying the company of other people
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Not worrying about what others think

+  Optimism

[10] LOW SELF-ESTEEM i.e. we have a negative view of ourselves. This tends to lead to:

[15]

+ Lack of confidence

Desire to be/look like someone else
+ Always worrying what others might think
+  Pessimism

There are several ways of measuring self-esteem. For example, Harrill Self-Esteem Inventory is
a questionnaire comprising 15 statements about a range of interest. Another example is the
Thematic Apperception Test (TAT), which is a neutral cartoon given to the participant who then
has to devise a story about what's going on.

Morse and Gergen (1970) showed that in uncertain or anxiety-arousing situations our self-
esteem may change rapidly. Participants were waiting for a job interview in a waiting room.
They were sat with another candidate (a confederate® of the experimenter) in one of two
conditions:

1. Mr. Clean - dressed in smart suit, carrying a briefcase opened to reveal a slide rule and
books.

2. Mr. Dirty - dressed in an old T-shirt and jeans, slouched over a cheap sex novel,

Self-esteem of participants with Mr. Dirty increased, whilst those with Mr. Clean decreased! No
mention was made of how this affected subjects’ performance in interview. Level of self-esteem
affects performance at numerous tasks though (Coopersmith, 1967), so one could expect Mr.,
Dirty's subjects to perform better than Mr. Clean's.

Even though self-esteem might fluctuate, there are times when we continue to believe good
things about ourselves even when evidence to the contrary exists. This is known as the
perseverance effect.

Miller and Ross (1975) showed that people who believed they had socially desirable
characteristics continued in this belief even when the experimenters tried to get them to
believe the opposite. Does the same thing happen with bad things if we have low self-esteem?

4. a person who helps someone else do something
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Maybe not, perhaps with very low self-esteem all we believe about ourselves might be bad.
Argyle (2008) believes there are 4 major factors that influence self-esteem.

1. THE REACTION OF OTHERS. If people admire us, flatter us, seek out our company,
listen attentively and agree with us we tend to develop a positive self-image. If they avoid
us, neglect us, or tell us things about ourselves that we don't want to hear, we develop a
negative self-image.

2. COMPARISON WITH OTHERS. If the people we compare ourselves with (our reference
group) appear to be more successful, happier, richer, or better looking than ourselves we
tend to develop a negative self-image, BUT if they are less successful than us, our image
will be positive.

3. SOCIAL ROLES. Some social roles carry prestige — e.g. doctor, airline pilot, TV
presenter, premiership footballer — and this promotes self-esteem. Other roles carry
stigma5 — e.g. prisoner, mental hospital patient, refuse collector, or unemployed person.

4. IDENTIFICATION. Roles aren't just “out there.” They also become part of our
personality, i.e. we identify with the positions we occupy, the roles we play, and the

groups we belong to.

But just as important as all these factors is the influence of our parents (See Coopersmith’'s
research.)

Ideal Self

What you'd like to be

If there is a mismatch between how you see yourself (e.g. your self-image) and what you'd like
to be (e.g. your ideal self) then this is likely to affect how much you value yourself. Therefore,
there is an intimate relationship between self-image, ego-ideal and self-esteem. Humanistic
psychologists study this using the Q-Sort Method.

A person's ideal self may not be consistent with what actually happens in life and experiences
of the person. Hence, a difference may exist between a person'’s ideal self and actual

experience. This is called incongruence.

[20] Where a person's ideal self and actual experience are consistent or very similar, a state of

5. Stigma (noun) a mark of disgrace or dishonor
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congruence exists. Rarely, if ever, does a total state of congruence exist; all people experience a
certain amount of incongruence. The development of congruence is dependent on
unconditional positive regard.6 Rogers believed that for a person to achieve self-actualization
they must be in a state of congruence.

Michael Argyle (2008) says there are four major factors which influence its development:
The ways in which others (particularly significant others) react to us
+  How we think we compare to others
Our social roles

+ The extent to which we identify with other people
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Text-Dependent Questions

Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete

sentences.

1. PART A: Which sentence best describes the central idea of the passage?

A,

The notions of self-image, self-esteem, and the ideal self all contribute to a
person's understanding of themselves.

By understanding the concepts of self-image, self-esteem, and ideal self,
people can lead happier, more successful lives.

Any difference between self-image and the ideal self can produce
incongruence, so people should try their best to get rid of this entirely.

Self-concept is essential for humans to understand their status in a
complex society.

2. PART B: Which of the following paragraphs best supports the answer to Part A?

N w>»

Paragraphs 1-2
Paragraphs 9-10
Paragraph 16
Paragraphs 18-19

3. How do paragraphs 12-13 contribute to the development of ideas in the passage?

A.

The Mr. Clean and Mr. Dirty experiment proved that how well people
perform in situations such as interviews is highly dependent on their self-
esteem.

The Mr. Clean and Mr. Dirty experiment demonstrated that the
perseverance effect only applies to a small fraction of the human
population.

The Mr. Clean and Mr. Dirty experiment showed how self-esteem can be
influenced by external factors such as uncertainty or how they compare to
others.

The Mr. Clean and Mr. Dirty experiment led researchers to conclude that
people can protect their self-esteem by practicing unconditional positivity.
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4, What connection does the author draw between self-esteem and ideal self?




