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A Letter from the SuperIntendent
Dear PHSD Community,

As we turn the page on another school year, I want to express my sincere gratitude and 
admiration for the collective efforts of our students, families, staff and community partners who 
make Pleasant Hill School District a truly exceptional place to learn and grow. From classroom 
achievements to athletic milestones, and from facility upgrades to district-wide initiatives, 
Spring 2025 has been a season of energy, reflection and momentum.

Celebrating Our Students and Staff
Our campuses have been alive with activity this spring! Elementary students brought history to 
life through their Living Museum and welcomed families to a community nacho feed. The middle 
and high school music departments dazzled at our annual Jazz Festival and spring concerts, 
while our student-athletes competed with integrity and heart across the state. We continue 
to take great pride in the achievements of our CTE and FFA programs and a host of other 
wonderful student clubs that work to not only acknowledge the diversity of our student interests 
but work to enhance the school experience for every student. 

To our graduating seniors—congratulations! You have reached a significant milestone, and we 
know you will carry forward the resilience, character and curiosity that were cultivated during 
your time at Pleasant Hill. We’re incredibly proud of your accomplishments and look forward to 
seeing the difference you will make in the world.
This spring, we also honored our incredible teachers and classified staff. Your dedication to 
the academic, emotional and social growth of our students is unmatched. Thank you for your 
professionalism, creativity, and care.

Facilities and Future-Ready Improvements
This year we’ve made key strides in our long-range facility planning and capital improvements:

•	 Agricultural Science Remodel: We finalized the transformation of our forestry 
building into a modern ag-science classroom.

•	 Library Renovation: We’re looking forward to the full renovation of the middle/high 
school library, aiming to complete the project by September 2025.

•	 Seismic Rehabilitation of the Gym: Design work is beginning on a major seismic 
upgrade for our historic gym, thanks to a state grant.

•	 Track & Turf Field Renewal: Our aging athletic field and track are set for 
replacement in Summer 2025. With $500,000 already set aside, we’ll need 
community support to close the gap.

These improvements reflect our commitment to maintaining safe, engaging and equitable 
learning environments that support both academic and extracurricular excellence.
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OUR MISSION
 

To graduate all students with high levels of academic and personal achievement, who are ready for post-secondary excellence, and 
who are prepared for productive, compassionate citizenship, through research-based instruction and a collaborative system of support.



Registration Information

RETURNING STUDENT REGISTRATION
Please complete the Spring Verification of Information process on 
Synergy for returning students.

To do so, please visit https://www.pleasanthill.k12.or.us/
registration/returning-students

If your student will not be attending one of our schools, Pleasant 
Hill Elementary or Pleasant Hill High School next year, please let 
our office know so we can count your student as having completed 
the process. If you need assistance, please call the office at 
541-736-0400, between 7:30 –3:30 p.m. daily.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this process. It greatly 
helps us plan ahead for the next school year. 

kINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Help us spread the word by sharing with your neighbors and 
friends within the district that kindergarten online registration is 
open for the 2025-2026 school year. Any child who will be 5 on 
or before September 1, 2025, is eligible to be registered for 
kindergarten.

To register a child, go online and follow the step-by-step 
directions at https://sites.google.com/pleasanthill.k12.or.us/
pheskindergarten/registration

If you do not have access to a computer or a cell phone with 
data capabilities, please stop by our school and use one of 
our computers. In addition, you will need to provide use with 
documents via: 

•	 Email at gschaecher@pleasanthill.k12.or.us or 
mskelton@pleasanthill.k12.or.us

•	 Fax at 541-736-0446
•	 In-person at the Pleasant Hill School District Office. 

Documents may be dropped off between the hours of 
7:30-3:30 p.m.  

The registration documents are listed below and are required in 
order to complete the registration process: 

•	 Birth Certificate for the student(s)
•	 Immunization records
•	 Proof of Residency, which consists of one of the following: 

1.	 Electric Bill with your name and address listed
2.	 Lease / Rental Agreement
3.	 Mortgage Statement
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Pleasant HILL EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION Updates
The 2024-2025 school year has been amazing, and we would like to 
thank all the donors, volunteers, teachers, and staff that have helped 
support the Pleasant Hill Education Foundation. We have enjoyed 
being able to support the district through our Innovative Educator 
Grants, Scholarships and Donor-Directed funds.  

We would like to thank our sponsors and all who attended our PHEF 
Winter Blues Gala! We are excited to announce we raised over 
$40,000 for Pleasant Hill Schools! We couldn’t do this without the 
amazing support of our community and sponsors!

SuperIntendent’s Letter, contINUED
Looking Ahead
The formation of our new District Equity Committee (DEC)—required 
by Oregon law and rooted in our belief that all students deserve to 
feel seen, supported and successful—is set to launch in Fall 2025. 

As we look toward summer, our district is also preparing to offer a 
summer learning program. Our goal is to help every student continue 
growing academically—even during the break.

As always, our work is driven by a shared vision: to prepare students 
to be compassionate, capable citizens, equipped to succeed in any 
post-secondary path they choose. This requires all of us—families, 
educators and community members—to model collaboration, hold 
high expectations and believe in our students’ potential.

Thank you for being part of this journey. I wish each of you a restful, 
joyful summer filled with family, sunshine and new memories.

With appreciation,

Jim Crist
Superintendent



Choir Updates
There has been a lot of excitement 
this Spring for the Pleasant Hill 
Choir Department. Beginning Choir 
participated in the second annual Just 
Sing It Choral Festival at North Eugene 
High School. They sang beautifully, and 
had the opportunity to sing a combined 
piece with over 200 singers from schools 
all over Lane County. 

Ascensions, our high school vocal jazz 
ensemble traveled down to Stockton, 
California in early March to perform at 
the University of the Pacific Jazz Festival. 
We were accompanied by our friends in 
both jazz bands on this trip, and it was 
a blast!  After the festival day, we spent 
a couple of extra days exploring the 
Bay Area. Highlights included attending 
a performance of Back to the Future, 
the Musical at the Orpheum Theatre in 
downtown San Francisco, spending a day 
at Six Flags-Discovery Kingdom, and 
taking a ferry ride out to Alcatraz.

In April, both Variations (7th and 8th 
grade combined choir) and Ascensions 
competed at our 49th annual Pleasant 
Hill Jazz Festival. Both choirs took second 
place in their divisions. Sophomore 
Benaiah Carrera won the Outstanding 
Musician Award for high school vocalists.  
I am proud to announce that our choir 
divisions were competitive for the first 
time in years. We brought back the Vocal 
Soloist Division, and we had 12 singers 
sign up to compete.

We have started a new choir tradition 
this spring at Pleasant Hill, and that is our 
Friday show concept. Ascensions has been 
singing in the courtyard on Fridays to 
spread the joy of singing to everyone at 
Pleasant Hill. We have had two shows so 
far, and they have been really successful. 
Friday shows happen during high school 
lunch. Come check it out!

There are additional exciting 
opportunities on the horizon next school 
year. Stay tuned!!

Sincerely,
Ryan J. Dixon
Director of Choirs
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HELP US FINISH THE FIELD
A Legacy 60 Years in the Making
In 1964, something extraordinary happened in Pleasant Hill.

Track and field legend Bill Bowerman teamed up with local teacher and coach Jim Puckett 
to create the first-ever synthetic track surface. Made from tire rubber, sand, and tar, it was 
revolutionary. Runners gained one to two seconds on every lap. That same track hosted 
Olympians like Kenny Moore, NFL star Russ Francis, and opened doors for girls across Oregon 
when Coach Puckett launched the first-ever OSAA-sanctioned Girls State Championship meet.

Sixty years later, that spirit of innovation still lives. Once again, Pleasant Hill has the chance to 
lead, with your help.

Our current track and turf were installed in 2012 and have far outlived their expected 
lifespan. The turf is unraveling. The track is cracked and fading. And yet, these fields remain 
the heartbeat of our school and community. They host everything from high school football 
games to YMCA soccer, elementary running clubs and the American Cancer Society’s Relay for 
Life. They are where kids learn, grow, and move together, with their classmates, their neighbors 
and their community.

This isn’t just a sports upgrade—it’s a public health investment, a community gathering space, 
and a chance to honor our past while building for the future.

The Need is Clear—and the Moment is Now
The Pleasant Hill School District has already saved $500,000 for this project. But to break 
ground after graduation on June 7, 2025, we need your help closing the gap.

Thanks to an anonymous local family, every dollar you give between now and June 15 will be 
matched up to $30,000. That means your best gift today will go twice as far to restore the 
track, replace the turf, and ensure safe, high-quality facilities for our students and our town.

•	 $1,100 covers one letter in the end zone—an unforgettable way to leave your mark.
•	 $100 supports a child’s first soccer season, running beside their friends, right here at 

home.
•	 Every gift, no matter the size, keeps this field open to the community—and the legacy 

alive.

This project has already received support from major partners like the Giustina Foundation, The 
Chambers Family Foundation, Oregon Track Club and other local businesses who recognize its 
regional impact. Now we’re asking you, our neighbors and alumni, to be part of finishing what 
was started generations ago.

Your best gift will allow students to train, play and dream on the same ground where legends once 
ran. Let’s give them that chance.

Best, 
Kendra Chambers Goldberg
 
Scan to donate:

For questions or to get involved, contact:
Jim Crist, Superintendent
Pleasant Hill School District
jcrist@pleasanthill.k12.or.us



Elementary 
School Music 
Program Updates
The PHES Music Department has 
produced eight concerts this year! Each 
grade level K-5 got to perform once on 
a range of instruments from recorders, 
xylophones, ukuleles, and a variety of 
unpitched percussion instruments. 

We had a phenomenal display of talent 
at Billie’s Got Talent that featured 50-
plus students participating in and helping 
run the show. 

Finally, the 3-5th grade musical 
Schoolhouse Rock Live! Jr. was a hit! 
Thank you to the PHES PTO and PHEF 
for funding this enormous project. The 
memories that it created are priceless. 

Looking into next year, each grade level 
will get the chance to perform once 
throughout the school year. K-5th grade 
will get to show off their talents at Billie’s 
Got Talent, as well as the return of 4-5th 
grades Billie’s Xylophone Crew! 

During the 2025-2026 school year, we 
are aiming to purchase a new stage for 
the Music Department since our current 
set up has become outdated. Keep an 
eye out for ways to donate and help us 
reach our goal of $20,000! Go Billies!
 
With a song,

Ryan Strong
Music Teacher
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A LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Families,

As we wrap up an incredible school year, I want to take a moment to express my heartfelt 
gratitude to each of you for the warm welcome and support you’ve shown me during my first 
year as principal. Stepping into this role has been an exciting journey, and your kindness, 
collaboration and trust have made it a truly meaningful experience.

This year has been a time of learning, growing, and building relationships, and I’m proud of 
the work we’ve accomplished together. We have worked hard on our goals of building family 
relationships, improved attendance, and improved literacy outcomes for all students. We have 
many exciting things put in place to support our literacy work for next year.  As the saying 
goes, “Change is the end result of all true learning” (Leo Buscaglia). 

I look forward to how our community embraces change not as a challenge, but as an 
opportunity—to learn, to improve and to grow together for the benefit of our students. It’s 
always about a balance of honoring tradition and welcoming change.

I’m inspired daily by the dedication of our staff, the curiosity and resilience of our students, and 
the unwavering support of our families. Thank you for partnering with us in creating a nurturing, 
inclusive and dynamic learning environment.

As we look ahead to the upcoming school year, I’m excited about what’s to come. We will 
continue to build on our successes, support the needs of every learner and foster a school 
culture where every child feels seen, valued and empowered to reach their full potential.

Wishing you a joyful and restful summer. I look forward to seeing you again in the fall and 
continuing our shared mission to help our students thrive.

Warmly,

Brenna Fairchild
Principal 



Summer EBT is back in 2025

Learn how the program can help feed kids.

Summer EBT (SEBT) is a grocery benefits program. It helps 
families buy food for their school-aged children when school is out. 
Each summer, families will get one payment of $120 on an Oregon 
EBT card for each eligible child to buy groceries. Unused Summer 
EBT benefits expire 122 days after issuance.

Families may automatically receive 
Summer EBT in 2025 if:
Your child got benefits for 2024 through 
an approved application. Or, your child 
experienced one of the following anytime 
during the 2024-25 school year: 
• SNAP food benefits.
• TANF cash assistance.
• Medicaid and your household has

income under 185% of the federal poverty level.
• Foster care.
• Attending a school that participates in the National School Lunch

Program (NSLP) or School Breakfast Program (SBP) and meet
household income requirements.

Families may need to apply if:
Your household meets the income requirements for  
free or reduced-price meals at school, AND
Your child attends a school that participates in the National 
School Lunch Program (NSLP) or School Breakfast Program 
(SBP).

Quick Fact

Did you apply in 2024?

Applications submitted in 
2024 will be re-used to 

determine eligibility for 2025. 

Key Dates

Now
Paper applications available 

in 10 languages online at  
https://sebt.oregon.gov 
for families that need to 

apply.

May 22, 2025
Benefits begin issuing 
for families who are  

automatically eligible.

May 30, 2025
Online application opens

Sept. 3, 2025
Application deadline.

For more information, visit our webpage at https://sebt.oregon.gov 
or by scanning the QR code.



Rural Kids Lunch Program

FOOD For Lane County is an equal opportunity provider.

Every Thursday from June 23rd - August 22nd

FREE LUNCH FOR KIDS 18 AND YOUNGER

foodforlanecounty.org

May 2025

Delivery Route - Pleasant Hill/Dexter

Site Name Site Address Pick Up Time

Pleasant Hill Community Center 36386 OR-58, Pleasant Hill 11:30 – 11:50am

Cascade Foothills Library 39140 Dexter Rd, Dexter 12:20 – 12:40pm

Each week, FOOD For Lane County will deliver five days’ worth of USDA-approved
lunches to rural communities. A truck will stop at designated locations every Thursday,
with a 15-minute window for pick-up at each stop. Each child will receive a grab-and-go
bag containing five lunches.

If a child is not present at pick-up, a parent or guardian must complete a proxy form once for the season
to receive meals on their behalf. The form is available on our website.
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The Emergency Medical Responder (EMR) course is well underway. 
It is co-taught with Pleasant Hill Goshen Fire Department and 
offers students pursuing EMS careers the chance to gain hands-on 

experience in real-world emergency 
situations. Working alongside certified 
EMS professionals and firefighters, 
students develop critical skills such 
as CPR, wound care and patient 
assessment.

Throughout the program, students 
support emergency response 
teams and receive mentorship 
from experienced fire department 
personnel who provide guidance 
on clinical skills, communication and 
decision-making under pressure. This 
immersive experience helps students 
build confidence, 
sharpen their 
EMR abilities and 
gain a deeper 
understanding 
of careers in 
emergency services.
By the end of the 
course, students are 
well-prepared to 
pursue certifications 
and careers in 
EMS, firefighting, or 
related fields—and 

may be eligible to apply for EMR certification 
through OHA.

This year, students in Pleasant Hill High School’s Health Science CTE 
pathway also earned industry-recognized certifications through 
the Stacked Health Science Credentials Portfolio (CTE IRC Code 
0CREDHEO25). Certifications included AHA BLS CPR, HIPAA 
compliance and Bloodborne Pathogen training—equipping students 
with real-world skills and boosting their readiness for healthcare 
careers and postsecondary programs. This hands-on credentialing 
experience builds confidence, supports career flexibility and aligns 
with current healthcare industry needs.

Students in the Introduction to 
Healthcare Careers class used 
an ECG Simulator—funded by 
a grant from PHEF—to learn 
how to recognize and interpret 
abnormal heart rhythms. 
Through hands-on practice with 
realistic scenarios, students 
gained a deeper understanding 
of cardiac function and built 
foundational skills in ECG 
interpretation, preparing them 
for future roles in healthcare.

This year, the new Pleasant Hill 
Medical Club offered students 
valuable opportunities for 
leadership, career exploration 
and community engagement. Members have taken on leadership 

roles within the club and participated in career development 
activities, including job shadowing experiences at Our Community 
Birthing Center and Oregon Imaging Center. These hands-on 
opportunities have allowed students to observe real-world 
healthcare environments, interact with professionals in the field 
and gain insight into potential career paths. 

Students heard from a variety of healthcare professionals 
through guest speaker sessions. Speakers included ER nurses, 
Labor & Delivery and Midwife nurses, a Mammography and 
Radiology Technician and a representative from an Organ & 
Tissue Donation center. These engaging talks gave students first 
hand insight into diverse healthcare careers, daily responsibilities 
and the paths to entering these in-demand fields.

With a focus on mentoring, guest speakers and future service 
projects, the club is helping students build skills, confidence and 
connections for their future in healthcare.

CTE HEALTH SCIENCES AND MEDICAL CLUB NEWS




