
news
tepinac

2022



SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATION  
Reverend Thomas Collins ‘79 
President

Mr. Paul Carty
Principal

Mr. Frank Portanova ‘93 
Vice Principal for Academics

Mr. Dennis Buckley ‘82 
Vice President Advancement 

Mr. Joseph Cupertino ’04 
Dean of Students 

Mr. Stephen Cupertino 
Controller 

Mr. Keith Sunderland ’94 
Director of Admissions 

OFFICE OF 
ADVANCEMENT
Mr. Dennis Buckley ‘82
Mr. Patrick Massaroni ‘06 
Br. Fred Sambor, fms
Mr. Paul Thomas ‘80 
Mr. Anthony Tornatore ‘16

BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES
Mr. Kevin Keane ‘74
Chairman

Mr. James Scully ‘80
Secretary

Mr. William Plunkett, Jr. ‘58
Chairman Emeritus

TRUSTEES
Dr. Noelle Beale
Mr. John Cahill ‘77
Mr. Christopher Daly ‘89
Mr. Richard Del Bello ’67
Mr. Alex Marasco ’70
Sr. Anne Massell, PBVM 
Mr. Thomas Ulrich ‘82

Archbishop Stepinac 
High School Celebrates 
Its 75th School Year
Over the last 75 years, much has happened on the 

Stepinac High School campus. Stepinac has celebrated 

the countless learning moments, hugs, and smiles of thousands of students. Stepinac has 

celebrated the evolution of computers, remote learning, enhanced science studies, and 

many other academic trends and breakthroughs. Each of these celebrations has helped 

Stepinac become a school that allows students to recognize their unique potential and 

practice their best plan to be an inspired, and inspiring person. 

This year we invite you to come celebrate with us. Throughout our 75th Anniversary, join 

us for events and special programs on campus and throughout the country to celebrate 

Stepinac’s past, appreciate the current, and showcase our future. 

Each of you has a special place in Stepinac’s history. Education is about people, and 

whether you are a current, past, or future Stepinac student, family, or educator, you are 

at the heart of our mission. While our campus may look different, our vision remains 

the same. Over the next year, we hope you will join us as we walk down memory lane 

together to celebrate our 75th year.

Anthony Tornatore ’16 
Hired as Stepinac High School 
Communications Coordinator

We’re excited to announce an addition to the Office of 

Advancement, Anthony Tornatore ’16, who will fill the  

position of Communications Coordinator for Archbishop 

Stepinac High School. 

A member of the class of 2016, Anthony was a four-year 

member of the varsity bowling team and one of two students 

to receive the Order of the Crusader award at graduation. 

Anthony was also a part of the schools Yearbook Committee, Prom Committee, Italian 

Club, Photo Club, The Crusader Newspaper, and MSG Varsity. He graduated Cum Laude 

from St. John’s University in Queens in 2020 with a bachelor’s degree in Journalism. 

Anthony also held the position of Co-Sports Director at the school’s student-ran radio 

station, WSJU Radio.

Anthony grew up in Yonkers and formerly held positions at the MLB Network and 

Westchester Magazine. When speaking to Anthony about accepting this position, he said, 

“I’ve always dreamed of working at Stepinac. It has played such an integral role in my life 

and set me up for success in the future. I am so excited to be back home.”

Stepinac’s Fifth One Day of Giving 
to Take Place on 

Stepinac’s 5th Annual Day of Giving! Join the Stepinac community 

from Noon on Thursday, February 9th to Noon on February 10th 

as we look to exceed $225,000 including 1,000 donors, during 

the 24-hour period. We look forward to the challenge and the 

participation from the entire Stepinac community. 

If you are interested in a Challenge or Matching Gift 

for Giving Day, please contact the Advancement Office 

at 914-496-4800, ext. 292.

Anthony Tornatore
Office of Advancement

2022 CLASS 
PARTICIPATION 

PERCENTAGE LEADERS

#1: 1977 – 27.21%
#2: 1982 – 26.62%
#3: 1989 – 24.75%
#4: 1979 – 21.68%
#5: 1991 – 16.67%

February   9   &  10



Dear Stepinac Family & Friends

In this issue, we embrace the opportunity to reflect upon our achievements 

this past year, while also looking ahead with excitement toward the future of 

Stepinac High School.

We are celebrating our 75th anniversary of opening our doors for the first 

time in September of 1948. Our founder, Francis Cardinal Spellman, along with 

the help of 45 parishes in Westchester County made possible the creation of 

Archbishop Stepinac High School, the only archdiocesan high school in the 

county at the time.

We celebrate seventy-five years of preparing young men to think more 

broadly about real-world problems and to equip them with the critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills that they will need to succeed in college, 

future careers, and in life.

In conjunction with our anniversary, we are happy to announce the launch of 

our 75th Anniversary Capital Campaign, “Transforming our Future Together”. 

We have quietly raised over $14 million of our $17 million goal and look to this 

coming year with excitement and anticipation to meeting and exceeding our 

goal. During the year we will be hosting events, implementing new initiatives 

to rally our entire community; alumni, parents, friends, staff, faculty and more 

to embrace our celebration of our diamond jubilee.

As always, we are grateful to our alumni, students, parents, benefactors, staff, 

and faculty for their continued support and for all they do for Stepinac.

On behalf of myself and the entire Board of Trustees, thank you.

Our founder, Francis 

Cardinal Spellman, 

along with the help 

of 45 parishes in 

Westchester County 

made possible the 

creation of Archbishop 

Stepinac High School, 

the only archdiocesan 

high school in the 

county at the time.

Kevin Keane ’74
Chairman,
Board of Trustees

KEVIN KEANE ‘74
Chairman, Board of Trustees

N E W S 

1



Dear Stepinac Family & Friends

Like the wise man who built his house on rock, the rain fell, the floods 

came, and the winds blew and buffeted the house. But it did not collapse; 

it had been built on a solid foundation.

				    Matthew 7:24-25

When Matthew the Apostle was writing about the conclusion of Sermon on 

the Mount in the Sacred Scripture, did he know that it could have so many 

meanings? Whether you are talking about a home, a relationship, or life 

itself, a strong foundation is applicable. If we have a strong foundation to 

our faith, then nothing can tear it down. Our faith always has and always will 

stand the test of time. 

Archbishop Stepinac High School is celebrating its 75th Anniversary 

this school year and I could not be happier to be leading the school. The 

foundation that was built over 75 years ago is a testament to every person 

that has walked these halls, whether as a faculty member, student, or friend. 

I know with the support of all our gracious benefactors, we can continue to 

build on the foundation of Stepinac High School.

On another note, I would like to recognize Mr. Paul Carty on his 

20th anniversary as principal of Stepinac High School. He has been and 

continues to be, a vital piece of the foundation that keeps Stepinac standing.  

I also would like to commend our Lacrosse team on an amazing season  

and capturing the 2022 NY CHSAA “AA” Championship! I congratulate  

our graduating Class of 2022 for receiving over $44 million in scholarships 

and grants from colleges and universities. I am extremely proud of  

every one of you.

Peace in Christ,

REVEREND THOMAS COLLINS ‘79
President

Fr. Thomas Collins ’79 
President 

The foundation that 

was built over 

75 years ago is a 

testament to every 

person that has 

walked these halls, 

whether as a 

faculty member, 

student, or friend.
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V I S I T S  S T E P I NAC

His Eminence

When Archbishop Stepinac High School first opened its doors in 1948, His Eminence Francis Cardinal 
Spellman was here. When the school celebrated 25 years in 1973, His Eminence Terrance Cardinal Cooke 
was here. In 1998, celebrating 50 years, His Eminence John Cardinal O’Connor was here. It was only fitting 
for Stepinac’s 75th Anniversary, that we kick off the school year with His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan. 

The Archbishop of New York visited Stepinac on September 19th and presided 
over the Mass of the Holy Spirit, celebrated with the entire student body, faculty, 
and staff. Also in attendance were members of the school’s Board of Trustees, 
Foundation Board, parents, and many others.

In his homily, Cardinal Dolan told the congregation the story of Cardinal 
Stepinac, a Croatian who maintained his Catholic faith in the face of the 
Nazi and Communist regimes. He stressed the importance of staying 
true to one’s values. His Eminence concluded the Mass of the Holy Spirit 
by blessing the front doors of the school, just as Cardinal Spellman  
did 75 years ago to celebrate the opening. 

Following mass, Cardinal Dolan toured the school and visited an Active 
Learning Center, STEAM Center, and Bloomberg Center. His Eminence 

then joined VIP guests in the newly renovated Mahoney Family 
Learning Commons to help officially kick off the schools 75th 
Anniversary Capital Campaign. 

Timothy  Cardinal  Dolan

In appreciation of his visit
the school presented Cardinal Dolan with several gifts, 

including a Stepinac cap and sweatshirt. A new 

state-of-the-art Active Learning Center was dedicated 

to His Eminence, and to all the priests who 

taught at Archbishop Stepinac High School.

The entire Stepinac community encouraged Cardinal Dolan 

to return to the school often.  His visit was a marvelous way 

to kick off the schools 75th Anniversary.

N E W S 
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VALEDICTORIAN

>>>> Carlos 
Sanchez Jr.

GRADUATION

CLASS
OF

2022

Eduardo 
Ramirez

SALUTATORIAN

>>>>

The honored students delivered 

their addresses during Stepinac’s 

72nd Commencement Exercises 

on May 26, 2022. Carlos Sanchez 

Jr., Valedictorian, will attend 

Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology and plans to pursue his 

interests in engineering. Eduardo 

Ramirez, Salutatorian, will pursue 

his studies in Applied Mathematics 

at Columbia University. The 2022 

graduating class of Archbishop 

Stepinac High School was awarded 

collectively $44.7 million in 

scholarships and grants!
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Students, families, and friends shown pictured 
celebrating the Archbishop Stepinac High School 

Class of 2022 on May 26th, 2022.

N E W S 
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On Tuesday, April 19th, Stepinac High School was privileged to induct seven new 

members into their Hall of Fame. The 19th Hall of Fame ceremony was held inside 

the school’s gymnasium and included many heartfelt speeches and good laughs. 

The night started with cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and opening remarks from the 

President of Stepinac, Rev. Thomas Collins ’79. Dinner followed and speeches were 

given to introduce each of the inductees in detail. The night concluded with dessert 

and coffee.

The inductees joined Stepinac’s Honor Roll, which began in 1994, and recognizes 

distinguished alumni, faculty, groups, or families for their significant contributions to 

the success of the school. 

hall of fame

At Stepinac High School’s recent Hall of Fame induction ceremony for distinguished alumni and benefactors were (l-r): 
Kevin Dervin (’81), Alex Marasco (’70), Raymond Cisneros (’57); Stepinac President Fr. Thomas Collins (’79), Lauren and Edward 
Rush (’76). Not shown is Albert Emanuelli (’55) who was unable to attend. Robert Donahue (’53) was inducted posthumously.

A R C H B I S H O P  S T E P I N A C  H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S  >> 20226



ROBERT DONAHUE (’53), the first student ever at 
Stepinac to receive “All American” status in high 
school football. Born in 1935, Donahue was inducted 
posthumously. 

HONORABLE ALBERT J. EMANUELLI (’55), retired 
justice of New York State Supreme Court.  A former 
resident of White Plains, he lives in Hilton Head 
Island, South Carolina

RAYMOND J. CISNEROS (’57), former member 
of the school’s Foundation, serving as Treasurer, 
and a retired partner of Deloitte and Touche. 
A former resident of Scarsdale, he lives in 
Norfolk, Massachusetts.

ALEX R. MARASCO (’70), member of the 
Stepinac Board of Trustees and retired from SS&C 
Technologies. A former resident of White Plains, he 
lives in Naples, Florida.

KEVIN J. DERVIN (’81), of White Plains, member of 
the school’s Foundation and Executive Vice President, 
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

 
ED RUSH (’76) AND HIS WIFE, LAUREN, were 
honored with the Timothy Cardinal Dolan Service 
Award in recognition of their generous support of the 
students and Stepinac.  Former residents of Elmsford, 
the Rush’s live in Lewes, Delaware.

THE CLASS OF 2022 INDUCTEES ARE:

N E W S 
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Stepinac’s A Helping Hand Club, a social service club specifically focused on helping  
the homeless in White Plains, successfully led a campaign to provide snack bags,  
along with hand-written notes, for homeless men, women, and children who are served  
by Lifting Up Westchester. 

Led by club moderator Mrs. Kilkelly, members of A Helping Hand Club were seeking a variety 
of snack items to fill 60 snack bags during the week-long drive. However, with the generosity 
of students, parents, faculty, and friends, were able to prepare and deliver 244 snack bags to 
Lighting Up Westchester to distribute to the homeless.

Also known as “blessing bags,” the bags comprised of nutritional snacks – from crackers and 
health bars to chocolate and juice boxes. Members of Stepinac’s A Helping Hand Club also 
cook food to feed the homeless at a local soup kitchen and collect nonperishable foods and 
clothing to be delivered to two homeless shelters in White Plains. 

around  campus
Stepinac senior and resident of Yonkers, Jacob Rocque, was awarded the prestigious 
Enrico Fermi Education Fund of Yonkers Scholarship after his essay was chosen as one of 
the top entries. Rocque, along with others, were judged by the content and creativity of 
the essays they were required to write about how their Italian heritage influenced their 
lives and goals. 

Rocque earned the scholarship based on a set of criteria including superior scholastic 
ability, evidence of leadership and involvement, service to the school and community, and 
outstanding character. He will continue his academic career at Northeastern University.

An AP Scholar, Rocque is also a member of Stepinac’s groundbreaking Susan and  
Daniel P. Mahoney Honors Academy and National Honor Society. His extracurricular  
activities include track, lacrosse, basketball, and music. His contributions to the community 
have included tutoring other high school students and participating in the Model UN Week 
of Action and World Strides.

At Northeastern University, Rocque plans to continue pursuing advanced studies for a 
career as an economist/anthropologist. Congratulations Jacob on yet another achievement!

A Helping Hand Club Provides  
Nutritional Snacks for the Homeless

Stepinac Rising Senior Honors Memory  
of Revolutionary War Patriots
Based at Sacred Heart in Yonkers, Michael Del Vecchio organized members of Scout Troop 12 
in honoring the memories of Revolutionary War Patriots. 

A rising senior at Stepinac High School, Del Vecchio, who is an Eagle Scout for Troop 12, was 
discussing potential projects for his troop to take part in. After much thought, he learned 
about St. John’s Cemetery, the first burial ground in Yonkers. When he later discovered that 
several Revolutionary War soldiers were buried there, he devised a plan to give these forgotten 
soldiers the recognition they deserved. 

This wasn’t an easy task. After working with St. John’s Episcopal Church in researching church 
records, cemetery burial records, and grave locations, he was soon able to find the locations of 
all these Revolutionary War heroes in Yonkers. 

Along with members of Troop 12, Del Vecchio presented the Roll Call of Honor, in which 
each scout gave a detailed description of each fallen soldier. They also placed a flag and a 
Revolutionary War medallion on each grave to mark what they had done for their country. 
After paying respect to the 17 soldiers and giving a detailed history of the cemetery, Del 
Vecchio closed the ceremony by thanking everyone who helped him on this journey. 

Jacob Rocque and his
parents (Robert & Jean 
Marie) at the Enrico Fermi 
Scholarship Breakfast. 

From Left to Right, Mother 
Cindy Pramann, Michael 
Del Vecchio Jr, and Father 
Michael Del Vecchio Sr. 

Stepinac Senior Jacob Rocque Wins 
Enrico Fermi Education Fund of Yonkers Scholarship

Members of Stepinac’s A Helping 
Hand Club (l-r): Jeremy Paz, Club 
President Eric Welwin, David 
Lopez, Joshua Scholl, Rigoberto 
Escobar, & Donal Connaughton.

“
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Two Stepinac High School Seniors Honored as 
Recipients of Xavier E. Flores Memorial Scholarship
Seniors James McCauley and Eduardo Ramirez each received $2,500 for 
extraordinary community service through the scholarship named in memory 
of an esteemed Stepinac alumnus who died of COVID-19 two years ago.

Two Stepinac High School seniors—James McCauley of New York City and 
Eduardo Ramirez of Peekskill were honored recently as recipients of the 
XAVIER E. FLORES MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD, established in 
memory of the esteemed Stepinac alumnus who tragically passed away from 
COVID-19 in April 2020 at the age of 49.

In a ceremony, which was attended by Evelyn Flores—the widow of  
Xavier E. Flores— the students each received $2,500 in recognition of their 
extraordinary community service contributions.  

The academically top-performing students set their sights more than 100 million miles from 
Earth as the topic for their fourth annual Symposium, “Space Exploration—Colonizing Mars.” 
To help space flight crews undertake scientific missions on Mars, the Engineering Academy 
students constructed a model of a rover featuring omnidirectional movement and 360 pan-tilt 
grabbing capabilities for gathering soil samples and rocks.  The rover was designed with the 
flexibility of being manually or autonomously controlled. 

The students also created an artificial Martian environment (both the atmosphere with high levels 
of carbon dioxide and soil composition are toxic to humans) to conduct scientific experiments by 
constructing a Martian capsule. It comprises two compartments, one containing water and the 
second high concentrations of carbon dioxide and soil that is chemically close to one on Mars. 

The Economics and Finance Academy investigators researched and analyzed economic, financial, 
and monetary systems throughout history and how it could operate on a Martian colony. 

Law Academy students examined international laws and treaties to determine what effects 
they could have in governing the red planet. Their analysis includes the legal framework for the 
International Space Station which defines the rights and obligations of each of the countries and 
their jurisdiction and control of the space station. 

Health Sciences Academy students tackled the daunting issues of keeping astronauts healthy while 
traveling nine months through space, settling, and living on Mars in an artificial environment. 

From (L to R): Rev. Thomas Collins ’79, 
Eduardo Rodriguez ’22,  
James McCauley ’22, and Evelyn Flores.

“�We congratulate these outstanding students for achieving this honor and wish them success as they prepare to continue 
on the path to post-secondary success, inspired by Xavier Flores’ legacy of giving back to the community in ways that 
make a tangible difference in the lives of people who most need it.       Stepinac President Fr. Thomas Collins (Class of ’79)

   STEPINAC HIGH SCHOOL HONORS ACADEMY STUDENTS ADDRESS  
“Space Exploration –  Colonizing Mars” 
					     AT ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM

Pictured Above: The Susan and Daniel P. Mahoney ‘67 Honors Academy 
Students with Susan and Daniel P. Mahoney ’67.

The possibility of 
colonization of Mars by 

mid-century has fired 
the imaginations and 

sparked deep academic 
interest in our Honors 

Academy students,  
some of whom may  
well be among the 

pioneers in their 
respective disciplines of 

making that a reality.

Frank Portanova (Class of 
1993), Vice Principal for 

Academics and Curriculum

Make way for Stepinac  
High Schools Susan 

and Daniel P. Mahoney 
‘67 Honors Academy 

students who are writing 
the next exciting chapter  

in space exploration. 

“
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alumni
STEPINAC’S 33RD GOLF OUTING HELD AT TWO PRISTINE  
GOLF CLUBS ON JUNE 6TH

INAUGURAL YOUNG ALUMNI EVENT

On what was a beautiful day without a cloud in the sky, Stepinac 

held their 33rd Annual Golf Outing at Westchester Hills Golf Club 

and Manhattan Woods Golf Club. The event featured multiple 

contests, including: the Ring of Fire Hole, a Putting Contest, and a 

Chipping Contest. On top of that, cold drinks and a variety of food 

was available throughout the courses for participants to enjoy.

Cocktail Hour soon followed, which was highlighted by a Fresh 

Mozzarella Bar and a Scotch Tasting Bar. Father Tom Collins 

awarded the winners of the Annual Golf Outing with a first-place 

prize. The winners were Keith Richardson, Eric Lang, Dave Turco, 

& Sal Traveglino. Shortly after, dinner was held with over 

25 gift bag raffles, and a silent auction taking place online. 

The event was a huge success, raising over $175,000.

On Saturday May 21st, the Stepinac Advancement Office hosted their inaugural Young Alumni Golf Outing. 

Graduates from the Class of 2006 and younger participated at Dunwoodie Golf Course in Yonkers. 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL OUR SPONSORS, 

BENEFACTORS, AND PARTICIPANTS OF THIS YEAR’S ANNUAL 

GOLF OUTING. PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS!

A R C H B I S H O P  S T E P I N A C  H I G H  S C H O O L  N E W S  >> 202210



REGIONAL RECEPTIONS
During the 2022-23 school year and beyond,  

we were able to hold nine regional receptions.

New York City, New York 
CLASS OF 1979

Raleigh, North Carolina  
TOM LINDGREN ’74 & DAN ULRICH ‘85

Naples, Florida  
DONNA & ALEX MARASCO ‘70

Tarrytown, New York  
STEVE ’82 & DONALD ’88 
DEMETER

Boston, Massachusetts   
BLAKE GODBOUT ‘71

Hyattsville, Maryland  
THE ADVANCEMENT TEAM

Palm Beach Gardens, Florida  
JIM LUDDY ‘72

Point Pleasant, New Jersey   
BILL KOLMAN ‘72

Throughout the end of this year and next year,  

we hope to host more events across the country.  

If you are interested in hosting a reception,  

contact stepinacalumni@stepinac.org.

ARCHBISHOP STEPINAC  
HIGH SCHOOL HOLDS 

RECEPTION

The renowned all-boys Catholic Stepinac High School held its inaugural 
“Forty Under 40” Reception honoring young alumni under the age of 40  
who have demonstrated success in their careers, supported their alma 
mater, and made an impact in their communities. 
The honorees were congratulated, recognized, and received special 
plaques from FR. THOMAS COLLINS (CLASS OF 1979), President, during 
a cocktail reception and ceremony which was well attended by family 
members of inductees, friends, and more.

INAUGURAL

N E W S 
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athletics
Adrian Griffin Jr.  
BECOMES FIRST STEPINAC 
ALUMNUS TO BE DRAFTED 
IN THE FIRST ROUND OF 
THE NBA DRAFT.

Archbishop Stepinac High School graduate 
AJ Griffin, class of 2021, was selected by the 
Atlanta Hawks with the 16th pick in the first 
round of the 2022 NBA Draft June 23, 2022.

Griffin, who is only 18 years old, averaged 
10.4 points and 3.9 rebounds per game 
under Coach Mike Krzyzewski in his lone 
season at Duke. He shot 49.3% from the 
floor and 44.7% from beyond the arc in 
route to the 2022 NCAA Final Four.

The 6-foot-6 guard helped the Stepinac 
Crusaders win a state federation 
championship in 2018. He finished his career 
at Stepinac with over 1,000 points and over 
400 rebounds. AJ then became the first 
Stepinac graduate to attend Duke from 
the basketball program. Members of the 
Stepinac basketball program attended 
the NBA Draft at the Barclays Center in 
Brooklyn last June.

Stepinac High School Lacrosse Wins  
2022 NYCHSAA “AA” Championship
In what is known as one of the biggest Catholic School rivalries in all of 
Westchester, the Archbishop Stepinac Lacrosse team defeated the Iona Prep 
Lacrosse team to become the 2022 NYCHSAA “AA” Champions, 
6 to 5. Goalie Denny Piekutowski finished the game with 15 saves and 
Andrew Girolamo knocked in five of the teams six goals. The win marked 
the Crusaders first ever “AA” Lacrosse Championship. The Stepinac Lacrosse 
team would go on to defeat Kellenberg Memorial in the CHSAA Intersectional 
Semifinals but would later fall to Iona Prep in the CHSAA Intersectional Final. 
Congratulations on a remarkable and unforgettable season!

Seniors Sign Their National Letters of Intent

FOOTBALL 
Tony Alfano 
Sacred Heart University
Jordan Alvarez 
University of New Haven
Ryan Amos 
University of New Haven
Christopher Demartino 
Wesleyan University
George Diluna 
Pace University
Derek Johnson 
Alfred University
James McCauley 
Columbia University
Andreas Picarelli 
Southern Connecticut State University
Kajuan Preston 
Buffalo State University

BASEBALL 
Sean Christianson 
Anna Maria College
Rob Delveccio 
Rutgers University – Newark
Jaime Padilla 
Shenandoah College
 
LACROSSE 
Liam McAlary 
SUNY Oswego
CJ Sanchez 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
 
BASKETBALL  
Isaiah Alexander 
Loyola University – Maryland
Joel Baez 
Pace University
Samuel Gibbs 
Loyola University – Maryland

ON MAY 11TH, 17 SENIORS SIGNED THEIR NATIONAL LETTERS OF INTENT 
TO GO ON AND CONTINUE THEIR ATHLETIC CAREERS THROUGHOUT 
COLLEGE. CONGRATULATIONS AND GOOD LUCK TO THE FOLLOWING 
MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 2022.
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FACULTY & STAFF

Bruce  Henry 

Spencer Barker

IN MEMORIUMFRANCIS P. MCINTYRE ‘51
Francis Patrick McIntyre (Frank) passed away 
July 29, 2022. Born in Port Chester in 1933, Frank 
was a member of Stepinac‘s first graduating 
class in 1951. He received a BS degree in 
Electrical Engineering from Manhattan College 
and a MS degree in Electrical Engineering 
from Columbia University. Frank worked for 
Riverside Research and for 51 years and was 

awarded the President’s Award as a mentor to his fellow workers and 
for his dedication.  In 2017, Frank established The Francis P. McIntyre 
Engineering Scholarship at Stepinac. The criteria for the scholarship 
were simple; the graduating senior(s) had to maintain a 90+ average 
and had to major in engineering in college. Later, it was amended to 
also include students who planned to major in Math.  Currently McIntyre 
Scholars are studying at: Harvard, Columbia, MIT, RPI, and his beloved 
Manhattan College.

ARTHUR CIOCCA ‘55
Arthur Angelo Ciocca was born on December 
5, 1937 in Tarrytown. He is survived by his wife 
of 40 years, Carlyse Franzia, and two sisters, 
Helene Hanson and Madalyn McCaleb. Art was 
a member of the class of 1955 and was inducted 
in Stepinac’s Hall of Fame in 2016. Art graduated 
from the College of Holy Cross and was 
commissioned Ensign in the US Navy in 1959. 

While in the Navy, Art attended night school and received an MBA from 
Roosevelt University.  In 1975 Art was hired as President of Franzia Winery 
with the mandate to build a branded wine business from a struggling 
commodity portfolio. In 1981, he led a successful leveraged buyout and 
purchased the company with his five business partners. He renamed it 
The Wine Group. Under Art’s leadership, Franzia and The Wine Group 
grew from a struggling commodity business into the second largest 
wine company in America.  Art retired in 2014 and remained Founder 
and Chairman Emeritus.  Art served on many for-profit and not-for-profit 
boards and has written two books. In 1998, he and Carlyse started a 
charitable foundation, the Ciocca Foundation, for the purpose of helping 
young people improve their lives through Education and Principled 
Entrepreneurship.  The Ciocca Foundation has generously helped and 
improved the lives of our students at Stepinac.

CHRISTOPHER JACK HACKETT ‘24
Christopher Jack “CJ” Hackett of Yonkers 
passed away on August 4, 2022. Christopher 
was the oldest of three children. He was raised 
in Yonkers where he attended St. Paul the 
Apostle School and continued his education 
at Stepinac where he was about to begin 
his junior year. Christopher was a victim of 
vehicular hit-and-run. Christopher is survived 

by his parents Christopher and Yvonne Hackett, his siblings Leilea 
and Harry. His two grandmothers; Anne Hackett and Peggy Horan, his 
many cousins, aunts, uncles, and friends. Christopher will be missed by 
everyone who knew him especially his Archbishop Stepinac family along 
with the Woodlawn and East Durham communities.

Joseph F. Dursi ‘51

Francis P. McIntyre ‘51

Richard J. McDine ‘52

Eugene R. White ‘52

Dennis J. Kenny ‘53

Richard M. Ronan ‘53

Frederick J. Tober ‘53

James F. Harron ‘54

Arthur A. Ciocca ‘55

Joseph P. Fletcher ‘55

Emmanuel Scivoletto ‘55

William B. McIvor ‘56

Carl A. Paladino ‘56

Louis J. Pesce ‘56

Lawrence J. Adams ‘57

Roderick A. Dowling ‘58

William J. Foley ‘58

John E. Aschenbrenner ‘59

Frederick A. Heaney ‘59

Richard J. Bolander ‘60

Michael C. Hay ‘60

Ralph B. Ciuffetelli ‘61

Edward  Egan ‘61

James W. Sedlak ‘61

Robert G. Casey ‘64

John C. Purcell ‘64

John N. Venuti ‘66

George G. Ryan ‘68

Michael P. Murphy ‘69

James N. Di Leo ‘70

John A. Snyder ‘71

Steven P. Cannell ‘72

Anthony  Hains ‘72

Fortunato E. Iorio ‘72

Edward J. Redding ‘72

James R. Gerth ‘73

Vincent Iannarelli ‘75

Francis Cusma ‘76

Gerard W. McKeown ‘77

Shin I. Akatani ‘78

Thomas P. Keery ‘79

Paul M. MacDonald ‘82

Paul J. Whealan ‘84

Terence Crowley ‘89

Michael Waldron ‘09

Andrew David Akroush ‘19

Paul A. Fitzpatrick ‘19

Christopher Jack Hackett ‘24

obituaries

N E W S 

13



ARCHBISHOP STEPINAC HIGH SCHOOL

950 MAMARONECK AVENUE

WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK 10605

PA R E N T S  O F  A L U M N I :  PLEASE FORWARD IF YOUR CHILD HAS MOVED

The 1961 musical is about a young window washer who is given a book entitled  
“How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying,” and later becomes the chairman of 
the World-Wide Wicket Company. With music and lyrics by Frank Loesser, this production 
would go on to win seven Tony Awards. 

Now, over 60 years later, behind the tutelage of director Frank Portanova ’93 and producer 
Keith Sunderland ’94, the Stepinac Theater once again showcased why they have one of 
the best Drama Clubs around. 

Stepinac senior, Zachary Doran, played J. Pierrepont Finch, the male lead character. His 
counterpart, Pelham Memorial High School senior Katie Scott, played the female lead 
of Rosemary Pilkington. The second male lead, J.B. Biggley, was played by Stepinac 
sophomore Ryan Diaz. His counterpart was Horace Greeley senior Emily Hutchings, who 
played the second female lead role of Hedy LaRue.

Major Bowes Auditorium on the campus of Archbishop 
Stepinac High School was jam packed for all four 
performances of How to Succeed in Business Without  
Really Trying. The show, which took place in May,  
featured over 30 actors and actresses from nine different  
high schools throughout the region, and a plethora of  
behind-the-scenes crew members. 

stepinac.org

STEPINAC THEATER SUCCEEDS WITHOUT REALLY TRYING

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE STEPINAC DRAMA CLUB, STAGE CREW,  
MR. PORTANOVA, MR. SUNDERLAND, AND ANYONE ELSE INVOLVED FOR 

PUTTING ON ANOTHER FANTASTIC SHOW!


